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CALL TO ORDER

The Senate was called to order by President Simpson at 9:30 a.m. A
quorum present—40:

Mr. President
Albritton
Ausley
Baxley
Bean
Berman
Book
Boyd
Bracy
Bradley
Brandes
Brodeur
Broxson
Burgess

Cruz
Diaz
Farmer
Gainer
Garcia
Gibson
Gruters
Harrell
Hooper
Hutson
Jones
Mayfield
Passidomo
Perry

Pizzo
Polsky
Powell
Rodrigues
Rodriguez
Rouson
Stargel
Stewart
Taddeo
Thurston
Torres
Wright

PRAYER

The following prayer was offered by Florida Senate Deputy Chief of
Staff Reynold Meyer:

Our eternal Father, we thy children acknowledge thou art our Father
in heaven. We love thee. Thou art just and merciful. We thank thee for

placing us in this beautiful world where we live outside thy presence.
We exercise our agency and walk by faith. We are grateful for thy plan
of mercy which provides us the opportunity to return to thy presence.
We thank thee for our divinely inspired constitutions which afford us
the freedoms we enjoy to act for ourselves and not to be acted upon save
it be by the punishment of the law.

We are grateful for the healthcare professionals and all others who
have in any way participated in combating the COVID-19 pandemic. We
thank thee for our individual safety and health and for the safety and
health of our families. We thank thee for the friendships and fellowship
we have with one another. We ask you to bless those in the fight against
COVID-19, to gain full control over the pandemic, to protect the care-
givers, to strengthen the economy, and to normalize life. As the master
healer, please bless, heal, and comfort those who have suffered physi-
cally, emotionally, and economically from the pandemic.

We ask thee to bless and protect the Governor, the Speaker of the
House, and the President of the Senate with health, strength, and in-
spiration from thee to lead this state. Help them to become instruments
in thy hands in providing peace, safety, and refuge to all Floridians.
Please bless and protect each Senator, the Senate staff, and their fa-
milies with continued safety and health. Please be on their right hand
and on their left with thy spirit in their hearts. Send thine angels ’round
about them to bear them up. Distill thy spirit upon them and fill them
with thy knowledge.

Please bless the Senators and Representatives to recognize collec-
tively that they do things of great worth. Bless them to stand together
and to lift where they stand. Help each Senator to know it is good to look
to the past to gain appreciation for the present and perspective for the
future. Bless the Senators and staff to succor those with unique abil-
ities: the orphaned, the poor, the needy, and all those who are unable
to care and fend for themselves. Bless the Senators and staff to lift up
hands which hang down and to strengthen the feeble knees. Finally, we
ask thee to help us seek not for the honors of this world but to seek for
thy glory and for the freedom and welfare of the people we serve and to
do so with all of our hearts, might, mind, and strength. In the name of
Jesus Christ. Amen.

COLOR GUARD

At the direction of the President, the Sergeant at Arms opened the
doors of the chamber, and the 101st Air and Space Operational Group
Color Guard of the Florida National Guard marched into the chamber
bearing flags of the United States of America and the State of Florida.

PLEDGE

The President’s grandchildren, Addy and Emy Monbarren, were
joined in the center aisle by all children present in the chamber and led
the Senate in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States of
America.
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SPECIAL PERFORMANCE

The President introduced Charlotte “Lottie” Brandes, who sang The
Star Spangled Banner, accompanied by her father. Charlotte is the
daughter of Senator Jeff and Mrs. Natalie Brandes.

DOCTOR OF THE DAY

The President recognized Dr. Rodrigo Torres of Tampa as the doctor
of the day, here at the invitation of President Simpson. Dr. Torres
specializes in hospital and family medicine. Dr. Torres was joined by his
parents, Gilberto and Silvia Torres, who were seated in the chamber.

SPECIAL GUESTS

The President welcomed the following guests: Lieutenant Governor
Jeanette Nuñez, Chief Financial Officer Jimmy Patronis, Attorney
General Ashley Moody, and Commissioner of Agriculture Nikki Fried.

The President welcomed his wife, the First Lady of the Florida Sen-
ate, Kathy Simpson; their son, Wilton Simpson, Jr., and his fiancée,
Caroline Storch; daughter, Lauran Monbarren, and her husband,
Kenten Monbarren, and their children, Addy and Emy; and Kenten’s
parents, Marty and Carrie Monbarren who were present in the cham-
ber.

The President welcomed Tim Yeager and Bonnie Bell Yeager who
were present in the chamber.

The President welcomed Senate spouses and special guests who were
present in the chamber.

The President announced the Senate was honored by the presence of
former Senate Presidents Jeff Atwater and Mike Haridopolos.

INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS

On motion by Senator Passidomo, by unanimous consent—

SCR 1340—A concurrent resolution providing that the House of
Representatives and the Senate convene in Joint Session for the pur-
pose of receiving a message from the Governor.

WHEREAS, Governor Ron DeSantis has expressed a desire to ad-
dress the Legislature in Joint Session, NOW, THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida, the House of Rep-
resentatives Concurring:

That the House of Representatives and the Senate meet in Joint
Session in their respective chambers at 11:00 a.m. this day, March 2,
2021, convened for the purpose of receiving a message from the Gov-
ernor.

—was taken up and read the first time by title. On motion by Senator
Passidomo, SCR 1340 was read the second time in full, adopted, and, by
two-thirds vote, immediately certified to the House.

COMMUNICATION

President Simpson directed the Secretary to notify the House of
Representatives and the Governor that the Senate is convened and
ready to proceed with the business of the 2021 Regular Session.

SENATE MESSAGES

March 2, 2021

The Honorable Chris Sprowls, Speaker

I am directed to inform the House of Representatives that the Senate
is convened and ready to proceed with the business of the 2021 Regular
Session.

Debbie Brown, Secretary

ADDRESS BY PRESIDENT
WILTON SIMPSON

Welcome Senators, families, and special guests. My family is here.
You have heard me speak of them. You’ve seen the famous “Papa”
neckties. So this is not an introduction, but a way for me to honor them.
They are the reason I am here. Kathy, thanks for putting up with me. I
love you. Lauran, Kenten, Emy, and Addy, no one could ask for a better
family. I am so proud of you all. Wilton Jr. and Caroline–I am very
excited for your wedding day in April, and I am sure nothing will be
happening up here that weekend. Timmy and Bonnie Bell, you are not
just friends, you are my family.

Governor, I know you couldn’t be here today as you are preparing for
your State of the State. Your steady leadership has helped our economy
recover much earlier and stronger than other states, and we all thank
you for your leadership. Speaker Sprowls, it is an honor to serve with
you. We are here from different backgrounds and have arrived from
different paths in life, but I know we share the same love for our fa-
milies and for this state. Thank you for being a great partner across the
hall. We will finish strong.

Senator Brandes and Lottie–thank you for singing our National An-
them together. I want to recognize your parents, Russ and Mary
Brandes, who are seated in the gallery. God bless you both. You sur-
vived Jeff’s childhood and, thanks to you, I think he turned out okay.

This is an opening day like none other. Fewer people. Less ceremony.
But all hands on deck to tackle the needs of our state. And there are
many needs. Before I talk about the issues, I want to express my thanks
to all first responders, frontline medical professionals, farmers, truck
drivers, teachers, families, and businesses that have been struggling
and succeeding against all odds. Thank you for what you are doing to
keep Florida open. I want to especially thank outgoing Director Jared
Moskowitz for your incredible service to our state. He is here today with
the “other Jared,” and I would like them to both stand and be re-
cognized.

I also want to thank you, Senators, for keeping our chamber and our
staff as safe as possible. There is no doubt that COVID-19 protocols
have created challenges: remote public testimony at the Civic Center,
weekly testing, and virtual meetings with constituents. There have
been so many changes.

Let me thank all of our Senate staff for the extra workload they have
carried to keep us safe. They make it look easy, but, trust me, there is a
lot that goes on behind the scenes that we never see.

The look and feel of the Capitol is different, but our mission is the
same. As I mentioned at the Organization Session, we all recognize that
the minor inconveniences we face here in Tallahassee pale in compar-
ison to the sacrifices of so many who have endured so much as a result of
this pandemic. It is their sacrifices which give us motivation to make
the most out of this legislative session. Over the next sixty days, we will
address areas for improvement based on lessons learned throughout the
pandemic. Senator Brandes has led the effort to advance legislation to
protect both businesses and healthcare providers from frivolous litiga-
tion related to COVID-19. Our frontline healthcare workers have had to
make very important decisions in the midst of rapidly changing gui-
dance and protocols. We must do everything we can to protect these
heroes. Businesses across Florida have also suffered greatly and are
doing the best they can to safely reopen during a period of extreme
uncertainty. And when I say businesses, I mean everyday people who
provide services to Floridians. They have taken risks. They have
struggled to stay open during this pandemic. The vast majority of these
businesses made a good faith effort to adhere to ever-changing guide-
lines. Our bills strike the right balance by shielding those that did their
best under difficult circumstances while also protecting consumers.
Governor DeSantis, Speaker Sprowls, and our House colleagues have
been tremendous partners. I look forward to seeing these great bills
become law early this session.

In addition to addressing frivolous lawsuits, Senator Burgess has
been leading the effort of our Pandemic Select Committee. Our goal is to
be better prepared for future challenges that come our way. Florida has
become a model for recovery from hurricanes. We suffer. We learn. We
improve. We are resilient. We are going to learn from this pandemic. We
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are going to get better prepared. We are going to prevent shutdowns. We
are going to improve our unemployment system. I appreciate the hard
work of the Select Committee. It is an ongoing mission, and we will
make significant progress this session.

While there is a tremendous amount of work being done as a result of
the pandemic, we don’t want to lose momentum in addressing other
challenges or seizing additional opportunities. The budget is certainly
going to put some constraints on us that didn’t exist a year ago. Right
now, things aren’t looking as bad as they once did, and federal funding
has been a part of that. But members, hear me now, none of that
funding is recurring. I am mindful that we may get yet another federal
relief bill with more money for Florida. Some speculate that Florida may
receive as much as $8 billion. And if we do get it, our priority should be
to reinvigorate this economy. We can do that with dynamic, one-time
investments in our shovel-ready road projects, our water infrastructure,
and we ought to replenish our unemployment trust fund, which would
be a major tax cut for our Florida businesses. The balance of funds
should go into our state reserves. We can’t fund ongoing needs with
nonrecurring funds. We need to be cautious with our spending, in-
cluding re-examining past initiatives to make sure they are right for our
state moving forward.

There’s one important change we must make this year. I believe it is
the single largest threat to Florida’s balance sheet. When I was first
elected back in 2012, President Gaetz assigned me to work on potential
changes to our pension system. In 2008, the unfunded liability was only
$15 billion. In 2012, it was $21.6 billion. And today it’s $36 billion. With
interest rates at zero for the foreseeable future, we know this problem is
going to continue to grow. We have seen other states’ pension plans go
bankrupt. People were made promises that their states could not keep.
Our current retirees and every state employee should be very con-
cerned. You will hear that Florida’s pension plan is better than most.
And it is. That’s what every state always says right up until the time
that they cannot pay the unfunded liability. It is why we need to make
changes now. But let me be clear, if you are a current employee in the
system–your benefits will not change. Any changes will only impact
employees coming into the system after July 1, 2022. It is important for
us to recognize that unchecked and unchanged, our pension system will
continue to take a bigger share of our state budget, which will crowd out
funding for other priorities. It will also put the promises made to our
current workers at risk. If we care about this state and our workforce,
then inaction is unacceptable. I appreciate Senator Rodrigues leading
the effort to explore such a solution.

I am also pleased to see the Senate leading the effort to reform
Florida’s Child Welfare System. Like me, Senator Brodeur was adopted,
and he is doing a great job heading up our effort to create some con-
sistency for children in out-of-home care so that we can finally stop the
revolving door that shuffles kids around from one placement to another.
We all know Senator Book’s commitment to protecting abused and ne-
glected children. Her child welfare legislation presents a comprehensive
series of reforms, from training to reporting, to make sure that no child
falls through the cracks. We know that the sooner a child has a per-
manent living situation, the better off they will be. And the reason we
need to act now is because government is a terrible parent. All children
need a loving home. Let us rally together to find permanent ones where
they can thrive.

Most parents across our state are dedicated and hardworking and
would do anything to give their children a better life than they had.
That’s why over the last two decades, Floridians have embraced school
choice programs. The problem is, right now, we have a pretty confusing
system with various eligibility and funding mechanisms. The ongoing
pandemic has even further highlighted the important responsibility of
every parent to choose the best learning environment for their child.
With well over 100,000 students currently using the variety of scho-
larship programs we have available, it’s about time we streamlined
eligibility and funding so that parents have a clear idea of their options.
The fact is, school choice has always existed for wealthy families. I
believe this option should be available to every family. It is the only way
to truly break the cycle of generational poverty. I’m pleased to see
Senator Diaz leading this effort.

I also hope in this year’s budget we will make the statement that we
want to restore the honor associated with our “blue-collar” workers. We
will do that by incentivizing students to enter into the high-wage and
high-value jobs, regardless of whether or not those jobs require a uni-

versity degree. We always say we are in favor of vocational training for
our workforce. Let’s finally make our budget reflect that value. I know
Senator Baxley and Senator Broxson have put a great deal of time in
this matter, and I look forward to them presenting their work before
this Senate.

The voters recently approved a constitutional amendment demanding
us to raise the minimum wage–and they gave us a timeline to imple-
ment it. But just because they gave us the time doesn’t mean we ought
to take it. I would like this year’s budget to provide increases to our
lowest paid workers. It’s one more way to honor these blue-collar
workers who are laboring every day to provide for their families.

Much has been said in the last few months about the EAA Reservoir.
Let me be clear. All of the current reservoir projects, including the C-43,
C-44, C-51, and the southern reservoir, are moving forward, and noth-
ing this Senate is proposing would change that. We have made sig-
nificant investments south of the lake, and while I think the order was
wrong, restoration is right. An investment in northern storage has
many benefits. Not only can we clean water before it gets to the lake, we
can store and use that water to protect us from times of drought. Once
the northern storage is completed, it will stop 70 percent of the east/
west releases along the St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee Rivers. Because of
the billions of dollars of investments that this Legislature has made
over the last two decades, we can again see the Everglades for what it is,
the eighth wonder of the world. Let us put aside politics and embrace a
comprehensive plan for total restoration.

Again, I am grateful for your diligence in adhering to our new pro-
tocols; for your patience with me and with one another, as we navigate
the current status of the pandemic; and, above all, I want to thank you
for your commitment to serving the people of our state during these
trying and unprecedented times.

In closing, my daughter, Lauran–the mother of my granddaughters–
reminded me that today is National Dr. Seuss Day. Addy and Emy, I
thought I would close with a quote that Papa picked just for you–and
hopefully even the grownups might like it.

“You’re off to great places! Today is your day! Your mountain is
waiting. So...get on your way!”

Senators, let’s get on our way. Thank you. God bless you, and God
bless Florida.

MOTIONS

On motion by Senator Passidomo, the Senate adjourned at 10:02 a.m.
and, pursuant to SCR 1340, reconvened in the Senate Chamber for the
joint session at 11:00 a.m. this day for the purpose of receiving a video
message from the Governor.

(See remainder of Senate business following the joint session.)

JOINT SESSION

Pursuant to SCR 1340, the Senate President and Senator Passidomo,
the Senate Rules Chair, were present in the chamber of the House of
Representatives for the joint session. To follow COVID-19 protocols,
Senators remained in the Senate chamber and participated in the joint
session via video. The joint session was called to order by the Honorable
Chris Sprowls, Speaker of the House of Representatives.

The Lieutenant Governor, members of the Cabinet, and Justices of
the Supreme Court were present.

The Speaker presented the gavel to the Honorable Wilton Simpson,
President of the Senate, to preside over the joint session.

THE PRESIDENT PRESIDING

The President declared a quorum of the joint session present.

Former Representative Mel Ponder delivered the prayer.

House Speaker Pro Tempore Bryan Avila led the Pledge of Allegiance
to the flag of the United States of America.
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Quincy native Billy Dean, Florida Artists Hall of Fame inductee,
performed our National Anthem, The Star Spangled Banner.

SPECIAL GUESTS

The President recognized the following guests: First Lady of the
House of Representatives, Shannon Sprowls; and First Lady of the
Senate, Kathy Simpson.

The President recognized the House Sergeant at Arms who an-
nounced His Excellency, the Honorable Ron DeSantis, Governor, who
proceeded to the rostrum.

The President recognized First Lady of Florida Casey DeSantis who
was present in the gallery.

The President presented the Governor to the joint assembly.

ADDRESS BY GOVERNOR
RON DESANTIS

Mr. Speaker, Mr. President, members of the House and Senate, and
fellow citizens, I see, in many parts of our country, a sad state of affairs:
schools closed, businesses shuttered, and millions of lives destroyed.
This calamitous reality is just the beginning of what will likely be long-
term damage to children, families, and society. Sow the wind, and you
reap the whirlwind.

While so many other states kept locking people down over these many
months, Florida lifted people up. Florida’s schools are open—and we are
one of only a handful of states in which every parent has a right to send
a child to school in-person.

All Floridians have a right to earn a living—and our citizens are
employed at higher rates than those in the nation as a whole. Every job
is essential. If you are working hard to earn a living, we’ve got your back
in the State of Florida.

Every business in Florida has a right to operate. We have stood up for
small, family-owned businesses and have saved thousands of them from
ruin. Because of our actions, Florida is leading the nation in the number
of people submitting business formation applications, and we are one of
the top destinations for business relocation. Friends, legislators, and
Floridians, lend me your ears: we will not let anybody close your
schools, we will not let anybody take your jobs, and we will not let
anybody close your businesses!

One year ago, COVID-19 had not yet been declared a global pandemic.
We had scant knowledge of the virus, little ability to test for it, and no
approved treatments. Today, we have three safe and effective vaccines,
great treatments like monoclonal antibodies, and the ability to conduct
rapid diagnostic tests. A lot has happened over the past year.

We are saddened by the thousands of Floridians—and hundreds of
thousands of Americans—who have died with COVID. And we sym-
pathize with the family members who, in many instances, were not even
permitted to see their loved ones in person, at a nursing home, or in the
hospital. To honor those who have died with COVID and to recognize
the toll the virus has taken on family members, the State of Florida will
be lowering the flags to half-staff on Wednesday.

We thank the healthcare professionals throughout Florida who cared
for those who became ill due to COVID. This includes frontline doctors
and nurses, who provided top-notch care to hospitalized patients, as
well as staff at long-term care facilities, who worked tirelessly, day after
day, to protect our most vulnerable seniors. Their efforts helped save
thousands of lives and are a major reason why Florida, with perhaps the
most vulnerable population to COVID, has per capita COVID mortality
that is below the national average. Thank you for your hard work and
what you’ve done to save lives.

From the outset, Florida has been steadfast in focusing efforts on the
protection of the elderly population. We rejected the policy of sending
contagious COVID patients back into nursing homes; indeed, we pro-
hibited the practice. Florida also established COVID-only nursing fa-

cilities so that infections in long-term care facilities could be more ef-
fectively contained.

Perhaps most importantly, we are prioritizing our senior citizens for
vaccinations. Florida is putting seniors first because it is the best
strategy to save lives and is the best way to honor our elders from whom
we draw inspiration. We have vaccinated millions of seniors throughout
Florida—parents, grandparents, veterans of World War II, and survi-
vors of the Holocaust.

We have made vaccinations available all across the state: in retail
pharmacies including Publix, Walmart, and CVS; at hundreds of hos-
pitals throughout Florida; at drive-thru sites in places like the Villages
retirement community; at houses of worship from the First Baptist
Church Piney Grove in Lauderdale Lakes to the St. Paul AME Church
in Jacksonville; at senior communities, such as Century Village and
Kings Point in south Florida; and in underserved areas such as Paho-
kee.

We even have delivered thousands of shots to homebound seniors in
the comfort of their own homes. Our efforts saved lives. In fact, 40 states
have suffered higher COVID mortality for seniors aged 65 and up on a
per capita basis than Florida. And the cases and hospitalizations for
seniors in Florida have plummeted as vaccinations have increased.
Since January 30th, the number of seniors hospitalized for COVID has
declined by 80 percent, and cases among seniors have declined by 71
percent.

Florida was right to prioritize the elderly. Seniors first works. As we
worked to protect our seniors, we also worked to give opportunities to
our kids. Florida has led the way in providing all parents the right to
send their kids to school for in-person instruction. Florida is one of only
four states—and the only large state—to offer in-person instruction to
100 percent of its students.

Across the nation, millions of students have been locked out of the
classroom for nearly a year—and, for many, there is no end in sight.
These students have fallen behind on academics, have been denied the
opportunity to participate in activities such as athletics, and have seen
their social development stunted. The consequences of shutting kids out
of school for a year, year and a half, and even, in some places, two years,
will be catastrophic and long-lasting. The failure of so many places
outside of Florida to open schools at the beginning of the school year will
go down as one of the biggest policy blunders of our time. Florida did not
make that mistake. We followed the data and stood by our parents and
students. We ignored the political posturing and fear-mongering and
did what was right for Floridians.

Florida has succeeded where so many other states have failed in
providing opportunities for its students, in large measure because of the
tireless efforts of school superintendents, administrators, teachers, and
coaches. They knew keeping kids out of school would be a disaster and
were not going to let that happen on their watch. On behalf of a grateful
state and millions of grateful parents, thank you. Given the unique
circumstances we faced, you may never have an opportunity to play
such a crucial role in ensuring opportunities for students as well as in
preventing long-term damage to society. Job well done.

Open schools have been a godsend to parents throughout Florida,
especially for single moms responsible for putting food on the table.
Economic lockdowns are a luxury of the largely affluent Zoom class;
many Floridians cannot do their jobs over a computer—they need to
show up. Over the past many months, Florida has led the way in pro-
tecting the jobs and livelihoods of its hard-working citizens—from
construction workers to bartenders, from servers to hairstylists, ev-
eryone has a right to earn a living. Florida’s efforts have made a lasting
impact on the lives of millions of people. But do not take it from me. Let
them tell you for themselves.

[Video]

So, Florida is right to have put seniors first, we’re right to have kids in
school, and we’re right to have saved the economy. You don’t even have
to look at the statistics; just look how people vote with their feet. There
are not a whole lot of Floridians who are itching to move from Florida to
lockdown states, but there are thousands and thousands of people who
are seeking to leave the lockdowns behind for the greener pastures in
Florida. We have long been known as the Sunshine State—but, given
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the unprecedented lockdowns we have witnessed in other states, I think
the Florida sun now serves as a beacon of light to those who yearn for
freedom.

As we begin this legislative session, I look forward to working with
Senate President Wilton Simpson and House Speaker Chris Sprowls.
You both have already demonstrated leadership on issues that matter
to Floridians, and I know you will be great partners for progress.

When the initial fallout from COVID began, there was a lot of concern
about whether we could afford to continue with the progress we have
already made on priorities like protecting our water resources and K-12
education. Forecasts were dire. The 2021 Legislative Session was
shaping up to be a fiscal nightmare. I am pleased to report that our
current fiscal outlook is much better than the bleak forecasts from last
spring.

As many of you know, when the pandemic hit, I vetoed $1 billion from
this year’s budget. I also instructed our executive agencies not to spend
all of the appropriated funds because we did not know for sure how
much revenue we would be taking in. Because Florida’s economy is
open, revenue is coming in at levels far higher than even the most
recent revised estimates. For the last three months—December to
February—preliminary estimates peg the increase in revenue at more
than $800 million over and above the December revenue estimation.

Florida is below the national average in unemployment and much
lower than our peer states of Texas, New York, and California. We also
anticipate downward revisions of December’s unemployment numbers
to reflect even stronger jobs numbers. As international travel is re-
instated and tourism picks up (and I hope the federal government will
allow our cruise ships to sail again), the employment outlook should
improve even more.

Throughout the pandemic, Florida has not touched one red cent from
our rainy day fund. The bottom line is that we saved Florida’s economy,
and, as a result, our budget outlook is positive. The priorities we’ve
championed—from water resources to education to infrastructure—can
be honored. Let us get it done.

I reject reductions in funding for K-12 education. Last session, the
Legislature answered my call to increase the average minimum salary
for teachers, taking Florida from the bottom half of states to the top five.
Let us keep this momentum going—we can do even more this year! We
should not forget that Florida continues to make great strides in K-12
education. Just last week, the College Board released data showing that
Florida ranks number 2 in the nation in the percentage of graduating
seniors who have passed Advanced Placement exams.

Florida leads the nation in school choice. We are beginning to place a
strong—and long overdue—emphasis on vocational education. Florida
has launched an ambitious civics initiative so that students can un-
derstand the principles that make our country unique. Florida is lead-
ing on education, and we must continue to do so.

We also must continue to protect our natural resources and invest in
improvements in water quality. I ask that you continue to fund the key
projects—from the EAA reservoir in the south to the projects in the
northern Everglades—that will impact our state for generations to come
and reaffirm our commitment to Everglades restoration and access to
safe, clean water for our communities.

I am also proposing the creation of the Resilient Florida program
under the Department of Environmental Protection. Through this in-
itiative, Florida will invest $1 billion into projects that help our com-
munities adapt to the threats posed by flooding from intensified storms
and sea level rise. I am encouraged by similar proposals from the Leg-
islature to address this important issue for our communities, and I look
forward to signing into law a program that will make a difference.

Florida is—and must remain—a state dedicated to law and order.
When riots broke out across the nation last year, we saw cities ruined by
violent mobs. Law enforcement was targeted and lawlessness prevailed.
This was not—and must never be—tolerated in the State of Florida.

As we saw rioting in other states last year, I called up the National
Guard, mobilized mobile field force teams from the Florida Highway
Patrol, and worked with local officials like Carlos Giménez and Lenny

Curry to ensure that places like Miami and Jacksonville did not suffer
the same fate as Minneapolis and Kenosha. Florida handled it well. But
we need to do more.

Working with President Simpson, Speaker Sprowls, and law en-
forcement groups across the state, we have proposed the strongest anti-
rioting, pro-law enforcement reforms in the nation. We will not permit
localities to jeopardize the safety of their citizens by indulging in the
insane fantasy of defunding law enforcement.

We will not allow our cities to burn and violence to rule the streets.
And we will not leave any doubt in the minds of those who wear the
uniform that the State of Florida stands with you. To paraphrase an old
Merle Haggard song, “When you mess with the men and women of law
enforcement, you are walking on the fightin’ side of me.”

Speaker Sprowls and Senator Simpson have also been leaders in
supporting legislative reforms to protect Floridians from the power of
Big Tech. This is real life 2021, not fictitious 1984, yet Big Tech wields
monopolistic power over the public in ways that would have made the
monopolists of the early 20th century blush. Floridians have a right to
control their personal data, and Big Tech should not be able to make
billions of dollars off us without our informed consent. Florida has al-
ways been a state that strongly supports free speech, and we cannot
allow the contours of acceptable speech to be adjudicated by the whims
of oligarchs in Silicon Valley. Nor can we allow Floridians to be “de-
platformed” or silenced with no means of recourse, and this is especially
true of those who rely on these technology platforms for their liveli-
hoods. Finally, because Florida is dedicated to free and fair elections, we
cannot allow Big Tech to interfere in our elections by putting a thumb
on the scale for political candidates favored by Silicon Valley. Pass these
bills. It will make a real difference.

Speaking of elections, we should take a moment to enjoy the fact that
Florida ran perhaps the most transparent and efficient election in the
nation in 2020. People actually asked, “Why cannot these other states
be like Florida?” Such a sentiment would have been unthinkable twenty
years ago. We need to make sure our elections are always transparent
and run efficiently. There should be no ballot harvesting in the State of
Florida. One person, one vote—not bring in hundreds of ballots without
any supervision. We also cannot allow private groups to pour millions of
dollars into the administration of our elections. That is a public function
and should be done free from this type of private interference. Let us
stay ahead of the curve on election administration—we never want to
see the chaos of twenty years ago rear its head in Florida again.

I know these issues are merely scratching the surface of what the
House and Senate will tackle this session. Of course, I would be remiss
if I did not lend my support to the COVID liability bills for business and
healthcare; for the Speaker’s bills cracking down on the Chinese Com-
munist Party and other foreign influence; general reforms to improve
the state’s legal climate; reform of the emergency powers of local gov-
ernment; and continued support for infrastructure. It’s amazing when
people will come down from some of these high-tax states, states that
have much higher tax burdens, much higher budget top-line numbers,
and yet our infrastructure is better than those states. And so, we know
how to do it and we need to keep doing it. The bottom line is this: we’ve
gotten the big issues right in the State of Florida—we’ve put our seniors
first, we have our kids in school, our economy has been saved, and we
need to move forward together for the betterment of our people.

At the close of the Constitutional Convention, the famed elder states-
man, Benjamin Franklin, was asked to be the first to sign the new
Constitution. Franklin pointed to General Washington’s chair, the back
of which had the design of a sun low on the horizon. “There were days,”
Franklin remarked, “when I thought this picture of a sun low on the
horizon was a setting sun, but I now know it’s a rising sun—a new day
for America, a new dawn for freedom.”

Our nation and our state have endured a tumultuous year. Floridians
have responded in ways that would make our Founding Fathers proud.
Because of those efforts, the sun is rising here in Florida—and the
Sunshine State will soon reach new horizons. Thank you, and God bless
you all.
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DISSOLUTION OF JOINT SESSION

Following the Governor’s address, the Governor and previously in-
troduced guests exited the House Chamber.

SPEAKER SPROWLS PRESIDING

On motion by Senator Passidomo, the joint session was dissolved at
11:42 a.m.

SENATE RULES
RULE ONE

OFFICERS, SENATORS, EMPLOYEES, AND ETHICS

PART ONE—SENATE OFFICERS

1.1—Election of the President, President Pro Tempore, Pre-
sident Designate, President Pro Tempore Designate, Minority
Leader, and Minority Leader Pro Tempore; designation of Ma-
jority Leader

(1) A President and a President Pro Tempore shall be elected for a
term of two (2) years at the organization session. They shall take an
oath to support the Constitution of the United States and the Con-
stitution of the State of Florida, and for the true and faithful discharge
of the duties of office.

See Rule 5.6—Election by ballot.
See FLA. CONST. art. II, s. 5 Public officers.
See FLA. CONST. art. III, s. 2 Members; officers.
See FLA. CONST. art. III, s. 3(a) Sessions of the legislature.

(2) The Majority Party may, by caucus called by the President, elect
a President Designate and a President Pro Tempore Designate whose
names shall be certified to the Secretary. The President may designate
a Majority Leader whose name shall be certified to the Secretary.

(3) The Minority Party may, by caucus, elect a Minority Leader and
a Minority Leader Pro Tempore whose names shall be certified to the
Secretary at the organization session.

(4) All elected officers shall hold office until their successors are
chosen and qualified or until the expiration of their term, whichever
shall occur first.

See Rule 1.7(3)—Resignation of the President.

1.2—The President calls the Senate to order; informal recess

The President shall call the Senate to order at the hour provided by
these Rules or at the hour established by the Senate at its last sitting. A
quorum being present, the President shall direct the Senate to proceed
with the Daily Order of Business. The President may informally recess
the Senate for periods of time not to exceed thirty (30) minutes.

See Rule 6.2(1)(c)—Motion to recess.

1.3—The President’s control of Chamber, corridors, and rooms

The President shall preserve order and decorum and shall have
general control of the Chamber, corridors, passages, and rooms of the
Senate whether in the Capitol or elsewhere. If there is a disturbance,
the President may order the area cleared.

1.4—The President’s authority and signature; questions of
order; travel

(1) The President shall sign all acts, joint resolutions, resolutions,
and memorials. No writ, warrant, subpoena, contract binding the Sen-
ate, authorization for payment, or other papers shall issue without the
signature of the President. The President may delegate signing au-
thority for the authorization of payments. The President shall approve
vouchers.

See FLA. CONST. art. III, s. 7 Passage of bills.

(2) The President shall decide all questions of order, subject to an
appeal by any Senator.

See Rule 8.2—Presiding officer’s power of recognition.
See Rule 8.9—Appeals.
See Rule 8.10—Appeals debatable.
See Rule 11.1—Interpretation of Rules.

(3) The President is authorized to incur and approve travel and per
diem expenses for sessions of the Legislature. The President shall as-
sign duties and sign requisitions pertaining to legislative expenses in-
curred in transacting Senate business as authorized. The President
shall have responsibility for Senate property and may delegate specific
duties or authority pertaining thereto.

(4) The President may authorize or retain counsel to initiate, de-
fend, intervene in, or otherwise participate in any suit on behalf of the
Senate, a Senate committee, a Senator (whether in the legal capacity of
Senator or taxpayer), a former Senator, or a Senate officer or employee
when such suit is determined by the President to be of significant in-
terest to the Senate and when it is determined by the President that the
interests of the Senate would not otherwise be adequately represented.
Expenses incurred for legal services in such proceedings may be paid
upon approval of the President.

1.5—The President’s appointment of committees

(1) The President appoints members to all standing committees,
standing subcommittees, ad hoc committees, and select committees.
The President also appoints the Senate members of conference com-
mittees, joint committees, and joint select committees.

See Rule 2.1—Standing committees; standing subcommittees; select
subcommittees.
See Rule 2.19—Conference committee in deliberation; reports.
See Rule 2.20—Appointment of chair and vice chair.
See Rule 2.26—Vice chair’s duties.

(2) Any member removed from a committee without his or her
consent shall have the right to appeal such removal to the Rules
Committee. Findings or recommendations from the Rules Committee
regarding an appeal may be reported to the President.

1.6—The President’s vote

The President or temporary presiding Senator shall not be required to
vote in legislative proceedings, except on final passage of a measure. In
all yea and nay votes, the President’s name shall be called last.

See Rule 1.39—Disclosure of conflict of interest and prohibition on
voting thereon.

1.7—The President’s absence from the chair; duties of President
Pro Tempore

(1) The President may name any Senator to perform the duties of
the chair during a sitting.

(2) If for any reason the President is absent and fails to name a
Senator, the President Pro Tempore shall assume the duties of the
chair.

(3) If the President resigns, he or she may, prior to resignation,
designate a member of his or her party to assume the duties of the chair
until a permanent successor is elected.

See Rule 1.1(4)—Part One—Senate Officers.

(4) In the event the chair is vacated permanently, nothing herein
shall preclude the Senate from electing a presiding officer. If the chair is
vacated permanently during a session of the Legislature, a new pre-
siding officer must be elected within seven (7) days of the vacancy. If the
chair is vacated permanently while the Legislature is not in session, the
President’s designee shall, by proclamation, convene the Senate in-
dependently no later than thirty (30) days after the vacancy for the sole
purpose of electing a new presiding officer. The election shall be the
Senate’s first order of business. In the event that a designation is not
made pursuant to subsection (3) of this Rule, the President Pro Tempore
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shall assume the duties of the designee in convening the Senate to elect
a new presiding officer.

1.8—Election of the Senate Secretary

(1) The Senate shall elect a Secretary to serve at its pleasure. A staff
of assistants shall be employed to regularly transact such business as
required by law, by Senate Rules, or as assigned by the President. The
Secretary shall take an oath to support the Constitution of the United
States and the Constitution of the State of Florida, and for the true and
faithful discharge of the duties of office.

See FLA. CONST. art. II, s. 5(b) Public officers.
See FLA. CONST. art. III, s. 2 Members; officers.

(2) The Secretary shall be under the supervision of the President,
who may assign additional duties to the Secretary. In the event of a
vacancy in the position of Secretary, the President may appoint some-
one to perform the duties of the office until the Senate, by its vote, fills
the vacancy.

(3) The Secretary shall be the Senate enrolling and engrossing clerk
and may designate staff to assist with the duties of the office.

1.9—Duties of the Secretary at organization session

If the President and the President Pro Tempore of the preceding
session are absent or are no longer members, the Secretary shall, at the
organization session of the Legislature, call the Senate to order. Pend-
ing the election of a President or a President Pro Tempore, the Secre-
tary shall preserve order and decorum, and decide all questions of order
subject to appeal by any Senator. The duties prescribed by this section
may be delegated by the Secretary to any Senator or to the immediate
past President or immediate past President Pro Tempore.

1.10—Duties of the Secretary generally; keeps Journal

(1) The Secretary shall keep a correct daily Journal of Senate pro-
ceedings. The Journal shall be numbered serially from the first (1st) day
of each session of the Legislature and shall be made available by the
Secretary for the information of the Legislature and the public.

(2) The Secretary shall superintend the engrossing, enrolling, and
transmitting of bills, resolutions, and memorials.

(3) The Secretary shall keep under seal a separate Journal of the
proceedings of the executive sessions of the Senate.

(4) The Secretary shall not permit any official records or papers
belonging to the Senate to be removed from the custody of the Secretary
other than in the regular course of business and with proper receipt.

1.11—The Secretary prepares daily calendar

(1) The Secretary shall prepare a daily calendar that shall set forth:

(a) The order of business;
(b) The committee report on each bill, i.e., whether favorable,

favorable with committee amendments, or favorable with
committee substitute;

(c) The status of each bill, i.e., whether on second (2nd) read-
ing, third (3rd) reading, or unfinished business;

(d) Notices of committee meetings; and
(e) Notices of meetings required pursuant to Rule 1.45.

(2) The Secretary shall publish the daily calendar for the informa-
tion of the Legislature and the public.

See Rule 1.45—Written notice required for certain meetings.

1.12—The Secretary reads papers; calls roll; records votes

The Secretary shall have read to the Senate all papers ordered to be
read; note responses of Senators when the roll is called to determine the
presence of a quorum; call the roll verbally or by electronic roll call and
record the votes when a question is taken by yeas and nays; and assist,
under the direction of the President, in taking the count when any
Senate vote is taken by a show of hands or otherwise.

See Rule 5.1—Taking the yeas and nays; objection to voting conflicts.

1.13—The Secretary attests to warrants, subpoenas, and the
passage of all measures

The Secretary shall attest to all writs, warrants, and subpoenas is-
sued by order of the Senate and shall attest to the passage of all bills,
resolutions, and memorials.

See FLA. CONST. art. III, s. 7 Passage of bills.

1.14—The Secretary prepares forms

The Secretary shall prepare all forms used by the Senate.

1.15—The Secretary examines legal form of bills for introduc-
tion and reference

(1) Before issuing a bill number, the Secretary shall examine mea-
sures on their tender for introduction and shall determine whether they
meet the requirements of law and of these Rules. The Secretary shall
direct the attention of the introducer to apparent defects, but the in-
troducer shall be exclusively responsible for the constitutional and legal
correctness of the bill.

(2) The review of a bill that appears to be local in nature shall be
performed by the Secretary to determine whether such measure is local
in nature for reference purposes and whether it responds to the legal
requirements of a local bill.

(3) A bill is local in nature for referencing purposes if it does not
substantially alter a law of general application throughout the state and
it either affects no more than one (1) county or relates to a special
district that is located wholly within no more than two (2) counties.

(4) When the Secretary, through staff review, has determined that
the bill is not local in nature for referencing purposes, the Secretary
shall report such determination to the President, who shall refer such
bill to an appropriate standing committee for hearing. Such report shall
be made within fifteen (15) days from date of receipt by the Secretary.
When the Secretary, through staff review, has determined that a bill is
local in nature for referencing purposes and that it responds to the legal
requirements of a local bill, the bill shall be available for the calendar on
local bills notwithstanding Rule 4.31.

See Rule 3.1—Form of bills.
See Rule 3.7—Bill filing deadline during regular session; bill filing be-
tween regular sessions; exceptions.

1.16—The Secretary supervises information technology opera-
tions; indexes bills

The Secretary shall supervise Senate information technology opera-
tions and maintain a numerical index of bills and a cumulative index by
introducers.

1.17—The Secretary transmits bills to the House of Represen-
tatives

Unless otherwise directed by the President, the Secretary shall
transmit all bills, joint resolutions, concurrent resolutions, and appro-
priate memorials to the House of Representatives without delay. Each
measure shall be accompanied by a message stating the title to the
measure being transmitted and requesting the concurrence of the
House.

See Rule 6.8—Reconsideration; Secretary to hold for period.

1.18—The Secretary receives and delivers for reading messages
from the House of Representatives; summaries of House
amendments to Senate bills

(1) The Secretary shall receive all messages from the House of
Representatives and shall be responsible for their security. The Secre-
tary shall have them available for reading to the Senate during the
appropriate order of business.

(2) All messages reflecting House amendments to Senate bills shall
be reviewed by the appropriate committees for research and summary.
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Special notice of the summaries shall be made available to each Sena-
tor.

(3) The President shall be informed by the Chair of the Rules
Committee when a House amendment to a Senate bill substantially
changes or materially alters the bill as passed by the Senate. The
President may refer such bill and House amendments to an appropriate
committee or committees for hearing and further report to the Senate.
Upon such reference by the President, committee or committees of
reference shall meet on a date and at a time set by the President and
shall make a report to the Senate recommending action on the relevant
House amendments. The report may be received when the message is
reached under Messages from the House of Representatives.

PART TWO—SENATORS

1.20—Attendance, voting, and disclosure of conflicts

(1) Unless excused for just cause or necessarily prevented, every
Senator shall be within the Senate Chamber during its sittings and in
attendance at all assigned committee meetings.

(2) A Senator who is in the Chamber or in a committee meeting shall
vote on each question, except as provided in Rule 1.6.

(3) However, a Senator shall abstain from voting if, in the Senator’s
judgment, a vote on a question would constitute a conflict of interest as
defined in Rule 1.39. A Senator who abstains from voting shall file the
disclosure required by Rule 1.39.

See Rule 1.39—Disclosure of conflict of interest and prohibition on
voting thereon.
See Rule 2.27—Members’ attendance, voting; proxy and poll votes pro-
hibited.
See Rule 2.28—Taking the vote; post-meeting record of missed vote.

1.21—Excused absence

The President may excuse a Senator from attending a sitting of the
Senate or any meetings of Senate committees for any stated period. An
excused absence from a sitting of the Senate shall be noted in the
Journal.

1.22—Senate papers left with Secretary

A Senator necessarily absent from a sitting of the Senate or meeting
of its committees and having in his or her possession official papers
relating to Senate business shall leave such papers with the Secretary
before leaving the Capitol.

1.23—Senators deemed present unless excused

A Senator who answers the quorum roll call at the opening of a sitting
or who enters after such roll call and announces his or her presence to
the Senate shall thereafter be considered present unless excused by the
President.

See Rule 4.2—Quorum.

1.24—Contested seat

If a Senate seat is contested, notice stating the grounds of such con-
test shall be delivered by the contestant to the Senate Secretary prior to
the day of the organization session of the Legislature; and the contest
shall be determined by majority vote as soon as reasonably possible.
The President shall appoint a Credentials Committee to be composed of
not more than ten (10) members who shall consider the question and
report their recommendations to the President, who shall inform the
Senate. If a Credentials Committee submits its final report and re-
commendations to the President when the Legislature is not in session,
the President may convene the Senate independently for the sole pur-
pose of deciding a seating contest.

See Rule 1.7—The President’s absence from the chair; duties of Pre-
sident Pro Tempore.

1.25—Facilities for Senators

Each Senator shall be entitled to facilities and expenses that are
necessary and expedient to the fulfillment of the duties of the office, the
location and sufficiency of which shall be determined by the President.

1.26—Nonlegislative activities; approval of the President

No Senator shall accept appointments to nonlegislative committees,
commissions, or task forces without prior approval of the President if
travel and per diem expenses are to be taken from Senate funds.

PART THREE—SENATE EMPLOYEES

1.28—Dismissal of employees; employment of a spouse or im-
mediate relative

(1) The President shall resolve disputes involving the competency or
decorum of a Senate employee, and may terminate the services of an
employee. At the President’s discretion, the issue may be referred to the
Rules Committee for its recommendation. The pay of an employee so
terminated shall stop on the termination date.

(2) A Senator’s spouse or immediate relatives may serve in any
authorized position. However, they shall not receive compensation for
services performed, except as a participant in the Florida Senate Page
Program.

1.29—Employees forbidden to lobby

No employee of the Senate shall directly or indirectly interest or
concern himself or herself with the passage or consideration of any
matter whatsoever. Violation of this Rule by an employee shall be
grounds for summary dismissal. This Rule shall not preclude the per-
formance of duties that may be properly delegated to a Senator’s leg-
islative assistant.

1.30—Duties and hours

Employees shall perform the duties assigned to them by the President
and required of them by Rule and policy of the Senate. When the Senate
is in session, employees shall remain on duty as required. When the
Senate is not in session, permanent staff of the Senate shall observe the
hours of employment set by the President. Part-time employees and
Senators’ district staff shall observe hours that are prescribed by their
respective department head or Senator.

1.31—Absence without permission

If employees are absent without prior permission, except for just
cause, their employment shall be terminated or their compensation
forfeited for the period of absence as determined by the President.

1.32—Employee political activity

The political activity of Senate employees shall be regulated pursuant
to Senate Administrative Policies and Procedures promulgated by the
President.

PART FOUR—LEGISLATIVE CONDUCT AND ETHICS

1.35—Legislative conduct; the public trust

Every Senator shall conduct himself or herself in a manner that pro-
motes respect for the law, upholds the honor, integrity, and in-
dependence of the Senate, and justifies the confidence placed in him or
her by the people.

(1) By personal example and admonition to his or her colleagues,
every Senator shall avoid unethical or illegal conduct.

(2) Every Senator shall maintain his or her offices and the Senate
generally as safe professional environments that are free from unlawful
employment discrimination, including but not limited to harassment or
retaliation.
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1.36—Improper influence

A Senator shall not accept anything that will improperly influence his
or her official act, decision, or vote.

1.361—Solicitation or acceptance of contributions; registration
and disclosure requirements

(1) During any regular legislative session, extended session, or
special session, a Senator may not directly or indirectly solicit, cause to
be solicited, or accept any contribution on behalf of either the Senator’s
own campaign, any organization described under section 527 or section
501(c)(4) of the Internal Revenue Code, any political committee, any
political party, or the campaign of any candidate for the Senate; how-
ever, a Senator may contribute to his or her own campaign.

(2) Any fundraising activity otherwise prohibited during an ex-
tended or special session by subsection (1) shall not be considered a
violation of this Rule and may take place provided that it can be shown
that the event was already scheduled prior to the issuance of the pro-
clamation, resolution, or other communiqué extending the session or
convening a special session.

(3) Any Senator who directly or indirectly solicits, causes to be so-
licited, or accepts any contribution on behalf of any organization de-
scribed under section 527 or section 501(c)(4) of the Internal Revenue
Code, or any political committee must immediately disclose such ac-
tivity to, and register with, the Rules Committee. However, no regis-
tration is required as a result of a Senator’s solicitation or acceptance of
contributions on behalf of his or her own campaign, a campaign for any
other office, or a political party. A Senator shall promptly create a public
website that contains a mission statement for such organization, the
names of the Senators associated with that organization, and disclosure
of contributions received by and expenditures made by the organization.

(4) Upon a determination that a Senator has violated this Rule, the
President may refer the question of disciplinary action to the Rules
Committee for a recommendation. Upon receipt of the Rules Committee
recommendation, the President shall decide upon appropriate action.

1.37—Conflicting employment

A Senator shall not allow his or her personal employment to impair
his or her independence of judgment in the exercise of his or her official
duties.

1.38—Undue influence

A Senator shall not use his or her influence as a Senator in any issue
that involves substantial conflict between his or her personal interest
and his or her duties in the public interest.

1.39—Disclosure of conflict of interest and prohibition on voting
thereon

(1) Abstention on matters of special private gain or loss.—A Senator
may not vote on any matter that the Senator knows would inure to the
special private gain or loss of the Senator. The Senator must disclose
the nature of the interest in the matter from which the Senator is re-
quired to abstain.

(2) Disclosure on matters of special private gain or loss to family or
principals.—When voting on any matter that the Senator knows would
inure to the special private gain or loss of:

(a) 1. Any principal by whom the Senator or the Senator’s
spouse, parent, or child is retained or employed;

2. Any parent organization or subsidiary of a corporate
principal by which the Senator is retained or employed;
or

3. An immediate family member or business associate of
the Senator,

the Senator must disclose the nature of the interest of such person in
the outcome of the vote.

(b) For the purpose of this Rule, the term:
1. “Immediate family member” means any father, mother,

son, daughter, husband, wife, brother, sister, father-in-
law, mother-in-law, son-in-law, or daughter-in-law.

2. “Business associate” means any person or entity en-
gaged in or carrying on a business enterprise with the
Senator as a partner, joint venturer, corporate share-
holder where the shares of such corporation are not
listed on any national or regional stock exchange, or co-
owner of property.

(3) Methods of disclosure.—If the vote is taken on the floor, dis-
closure under this Rule or under any related law shall be accomplished
by filing with the Secretary a memorandum the substance of which
shall be printed in the Journal. If the vote is taken in a committee or
subcommittee, the memorandum shall be filed with the committee or
subcommittee administrative assistant, who shall file such memor-
andum in the committee or subcommittee files and with the Secretary.
A Senator shall make every reasonable effort to file a memorandum
pursuant to this Rule prior to the vote. If it is not possible to file the
memorandum prior to the vote, then the memorandum must be filed
immediately but not more than fifteen (15) days after the vote. The
Secretary shall also make all memoranda filed pursuant to this Rule
available online.

(4) Exception.—Notwithstanding this Rule, a Senator may vote on
the General Appropriations Act or related implementing legislation
without providing any disclosure. However, a Senator must follow the
provisions of this Rule when specific appropriations or amendments are
considered for inclusion in the General Appropriations Act or related
implementing legislation.

See Rule 1.20—Attendance, voting, and disclosure of conflicts.

1.40—Ethics and conduct training

Prior to the opening day of a regular session in odd-numbered years,
all Senators shall complete a course of at least four (4) hours in length
which addresses the requirements of law under the Code of Ethics for
Public Officers and Employees, open meetings, public records, and any
other subject approved by the President. Prior to the opening day of
every regular session, all Senators shall complete a course of at least
one (1) hour in length which addresses workplace harassment, sexual
harassment, sensitivity, and the proper handling of such issues in the
workplace. Senators filling a vacant seat at a special election after
opening day shall complete the course within fourteen (14) days of
election.

1.41—Senate employees and conflicts

Senate employees shall conduct themselves consistent with the intent
of these Rules regulating legislative conduct and ethics.

1.42—Advisory opinions

Questions from Senators relating to the interpretation and enforce-
ment of Rules regulating legislative conduct and ethics shall be referred
to the Senate General Counsel. A Senator may submit a factual situa-
tion to the Senate General Counsel with a request for an advisory opi-
nion establishing the standard of public duty. The Senate General
Counsel shall enter an opinion responding to each inquiry on which a
Senator may reasonably rely. No opinion shall identify the requesting
Senator without the Senator’s consent.

1.43—Violations; investigations, penalties

(1) Any person may file a sworn complaint with the Rules Chair, or
the President when the complaint is against the Rules Chair, alleging a
violation by a Senator of the Rules regulating legislative conduct and
ethics. The complainant shall also file a copy of the sworn complaint
with the Senate General Counsel.

The complaint shall be based on personal knowledge, shall state de-
tailed facts, shall specify the actions of the named Senator which form
the basis for the complaint, shall attach all documentation on which the
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complaint is based, and shall identify the specific Rule alleged by the
complainant to have been violated by the Senator.

See Rule 1.48(8)(b)—Legislative records.

(a) Upon a determination by the Rules Chair, or the President
when the complaint is against the Rules Chair, that the
complaint fails to state facts supporting a finding of a vio-
lation of the Senate Rules, the complaint shall be dismissed.

(b) Upon a determination by the Rules Chair, or the President
when the complaint is against the Rules Chair, that the
complaint states facts that, if true, would be a violation of
the Senate Rules, the complaint shall be referred to a spe-
cial master or select committee to determine probable
cause. If a select committee is appointed, it shall be com-
prised of an odd number of members.

1. The special master or select committee shall give rea-
sonable notice to the Senator who is alleged to have
violated the Rules, shall conduct an investigation, and
shall grant the Senator an opportunity to be heard. A
report and recommendation shall then be prepared.

2. The report and recommendation is advisory only and
shall be presented to the Rules Chair and the President
as soon as practicable after the close of the investiga-
tion.

3. If the report and recommendation conclude that the
facts do not support a finding of probable cause, the
complaint shall be dismissed by the Rules Chair, or the
President when the complaint is against the Rules
Chair.

4. If the complaint is not dismissed, another select com-
mittee will be appointed and shall consider the report
and recommendation, shall grant the Senator an op-
portunity to be heard, and shall develop its own re-
commendation.

5. If the select committee votes to dismiss the complaint,
the chair shall dismiss the complaint.

6. Otherwise, the report and recommendation and the
recommendation of the select committee shall be pre-
sented to the President.

7. The President shall present the committee’s re-
commendation, along with the report and re-
commendation, to the Senate for final action.

(c) The Rules Chair, or the President when the complaint is
against the Rules Chair, shall act within thirty (30) days of
receipt of a complaint, unless a concurrent jurisdiction is
conducting an investigation, in which case a decision may
be deferred until such investigation is complete.

(d) Nothing in this Rule prohibits a Rules Chair, or the Pre-
sident when the complaint is against the Rules Chair, from
allowing a Senator to correct or prevent an inadvertent,
technical, or otherwise de minimis violation by informal
means.

(e) Nothing in this Rule prohibits the Rules Chair, a select
committee appointed pursuant to this Rule, or the President
when the complaint is against the Rules Chair, from re-
commending a consent decree if agreed to by the Senator.
The decree shall state findings of fact and set forth an ap-
propriate penalty. If the Senate accepts the consent decree,
the complaint shall be deemed resolved.

(2) Separately from any prosecutions or penalties otherwise pro-
vided by law, a Senator determined to have violated the requirements of
the Rules regulating legislative conduct and ethics may be admonished,
censured, reprimanded, or expelled. Such determination and dis-
ciplinary action shall be taken by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Senate.

(3) Because they may be asked to sit in judgment on an alleged
violation of a Senate Rule, Senators should refrain from speaking
publicly about the merits or substance of any such complaint.

See FLA. CONST. art. III, s. 4(d) Quorum and procedure.

PART FIVE—PUBLIC MEETINGS AND RECORDS

1.44—Open meetings

(1) All meetings at which legislative business is discussed between
more than two (2) members of the Legislature shall be open to the public
except:

(a) At the sole discretion of the President:
1. After consultation with appropriate law enforcement,

public health, emergency management, or security
authorities, those portions of meetings of a select
committee, ad hoc committee, committee, or sub-
committee concerning measures to address security,
espionage, sabotage, attack, and other acts of terror-
ism, or

2. For protection of a witness as required by law.

(b) Discussions on the floor while the Senate is sitting and
discussions among Senators in a committee room during
committee meetings shall be deemed to comply with this
Rule.

See FLA. CONST. art. III, s. 4(e) Quorum and procedure.

(2) All meetings shall be subject to appropriate order and decorum
at the discretion of the person conducting the meeting.

(3) For purposes of this Rule, “legislative business” is defined as
issues pending before, or upon which foreseeable action is reasonably
expected to be taken by, the Senate, a Senate committee, or a Senate
subcommittee.

1.45—Written notice required for certain meetings

(1) A written notice of the following meetings at which legislative
business is to be discussed shall be filed with the Secretary. While the
Legislature is not in regular or special session and during the first fifty
(50) days of a regular session, the notice shall be filed at least four (4)
hours before the scheduled time of the meeting. After the fiftieth (50th)
day of a regular session and during a special session, the notice shall be
filed at least two (2) hours before the scheduled time of the meeting:

(a) Meetings of the President (or a Senator designated to re-
present the President) with the Governor or with the
Speaker (or a Representative designated to represent the
Speaker);

(b) Meetings of a majority of the Senators who constitute the
membership of any Senate committee or subcommittee; and

(c) Meetings called by the President or the President’s designee
of a majority of the chairs of the Senate’s standing com-
mittees.

See FLA. CONST. art. III, s. 4(e) Quorum and procedure.

(2) Notices of meetings required by Rule 1.45(1) shall be filed by or
at the direction of the person at whose call the meeting is convened;
shall state the date, time, and place of the meeting; shall contain a brief
description of the general subject matter scheduled to be discussed. In
the case of a meeting required to be noticed pursuant to this Rule, if the
meeting is to take place at or after 10:00 p.m., then the notice must be
delivered to the Secretary by 5:00 p.m. Notices of such meetings shall
appear in the daily calendar.

(3) In the event the times required for notice under Rule 1.45(1) are
not sufficient to permit publication in a daily or interim calendar, the
Secretary shall publish on the Senate website and post on the Senate
side of the fourth (4th) floor Capitol rotunda. The Secretary shall make
a diligent effort to give actual notice to members of the media of all
noncalendared meeting notices.

(4) Political caucuses shall be open to the public in accordance with
Rule 1.44 and noticed in accordance with this Rule when legislative
business then pending before, or upon which foreseeable action is rea-
sonably expected to be taken by, the Senate, a Senate committee, or a
Senate subcommittee are discussed. Political caucuses held for the sole
purpose of designating a President, a President Pro Tempore, a Min-
ority Leader, or a Minority Leader Pro Tempore need not be open or
noticed.
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1.46—Constitutional requirements concerning open meetings

(1) All legislative committee and subcommittee meetings and joint
conference committee meetings shall be open and noticed to the public.

(2) All prearranged gatherings between more than two (2) members
of the Legislature, or between the Governor, the President, or the
Speaker, the purpose of which is to agree upon formal legislative action
that will be taken at a subsequent time, or at which formal legislative
action is taken, regarding pending legislation or amendments shall be
reasonably open to the public.

(3) In the event of conflict between this Rule and any other Senate
Rule, the Rule providing greater notice or public access shall prevail.

See Rule 2.13—Open meetings.
See FLA. CONST. art. III, s. 4(e) Quorum and procedure.

1.47—Reapportionment information

All Senators shall have equal access to the Senate electronic redis-
tricting system, census data, and all other information promulgated by,
maintained by, or available to any Senate standing committee or sub-
committee appointed for the analysis of legislative and congressional
redistricting plans.

1.48—Legislative records; maintenance, control, destruction,
disposal, fee for copies, and disposition

(1) Public records, not exempted from public disclosure, may be in-
spected by any person desiring to do so at reasonable times, under
reasonable conditions, and under supervision of the person who has
custody of the records, or that person’s designee.

See FLA. CONST. art. I, s. 24(a) Access to public records and meetings.

(2) The following standing committee, standing subcommittee, ad
hoc committee, and select committee public records, not exempted from
public disclosure, shall be retained electronically by each staff director
until transferred by the Secretary to the Division of Library and In-
formation Services of the Department of State via its Legislative Li-
brary Division: copies of bills, amendments, vote sheets, bill analyses,
and fiscal notes; meeting files including agendas and appearance cards;
files relating to assigned projects; final staff reports submitted to sub-
committees or committees; final reports submitted by subcommittees or
committees; correspondence sent or received; and audio recordings of
committee meetings. At the time of transfer, the actual correspondence
to be sent to the Department of State shall consist only of correspon-
dence which relates to other committee public records required by this
Rule to be transferred. Records not transferred may be otherwise dis-
posed of or destroyed.

(3) Except for records specifically required by law or Senate Rule to
be filed or retained, district office records and constituents’ records may
be retained by the district office until those records become obsolete, at
which point they may be otherwise disposed of or destroyed.

(4) Public records, not exempted from public disclosure, created or
received by the President, President Pro Tempore, or Secretary shall be
retained by that officer as specifically required by law or Senate Rule
until transferred to the Division of Library and Information Services of
the Department of State via its Legislative Library Division. Records
not transferred may be otherwise disposed of or destroyed.

(5) The Secretary shall, with the approval of the President, establish
a reasonable fee for copies of public legislative records not exempted
from public disclosure. Such fees shall be based upon the actual cost of
duplication of the record and shall include the material and supplies
used to duplicate the record but not the labor cost or overhead cost
associated with such duplication. If the nature or volume of records
requested to be inspected or copied is such as to require extensive use of
information technology resources or extensive clerical or supervisory
assistance by employees of the Senate, a special service charge in ad-
dition to the actual cost of duplication may be imposed. Such special
service charge shall be reasonable and based on the cost incurred for the
extensive use of information technology resources or the labor cost of
employees providing the service that is actually incurred by the Senate

or attributable to the Senate for the clerical and supervisory assistance
required.

(6) Once the retention period for a public record, not exempted from
public disclosure, has expired, the public record may be otherwise dis-
posed of or destroyed. A public record need not be retained if it is
published or retained by another legislative office. Only one (1) copy of a
public record need be retained; additional copies of that record may be
destroyed at any time. In the case of mass mailings, only one (1) sample
copy of the mailing, or an abstract, need be retained.

(7) For the purpose of this Rule, a Senator’s district office shall in-
clude the offices each Senator retains for the transaction of official
legislative business in his or her respective district and the assigned
offices located in the Senate Building or the Capitol in Tallahassee.

(8) The following public records are exempt from inspection and
copying:

(a) Records, or information contained therein, held by the leg-
islative branch of government which, if held by an agency as
defined in section 119.011, Florida Statutes, or any other
unit of government, would be confidential or exempt from
the provisions of section 119.07(1), Florida Statutes, or
otherwise exempt from public disclosure, and records or
information of the same type held by the Legislature.

(b) A formal complaint about a member or officer of the Leg-
islature or about a lobbyist and the records relating to the
complaint, until the complaint is dismissed, a determina-
tion as to probable cause has been made, a determination
that there are sufficient grounds for review has been made
and no probable cause panel is to be appointed, or the re-
spondent has requested in writing that the President of the
Senate or the Speaker of the House of Representatives
make public the complaint or other records relating to the
complaint, whichever occurs first.
See Rule 1.43—Violations; investigations, penalties.

(c) A legislatively produced draft, and a legislative request for
a draft, of a bill, resolution, memorial, or legislative rule,
and an amendment thereto, which is not provided to any
person other than the member or members who requested
the draft, an employee of the Legislature, a contract em-
ployee or consultant retained by the Legislature, or an of-
ficer of the Legislature.

(d) A draft of a report, bill analysis, fiscal note, report prepared
by a contract employee or consultant retained by the Leg-
islature or the Senate and materials in support thereof until
the draft is provided to a person other than an employee of
the Legislature, a contract employee or consultant retained
by the Legislature, or an officer of the Legislature.

(e) A draft, and a request for a draft, of a reapportionment plan
or redistricting plan and an amendment thereto. Any sup-
porting documents associated with such plan or amendment
until a bill implementing the plan, or the amendment, is
filed.

(f) Records prepared for or used in executive sessions of the
Senate until ten (10) years after the date on which the ex-
ecutive session was held.

(g) Portions of records of former legislative investigating com-
mittees whose records are sealed or confidential as of June
30, 1993, which may reveal the identity of any witness, any
person who was a subject of the inquiry, or any person re-
ferred to in testimony, documents, or evidence retained in
the committees’ records; however, this exemption does not
apply to a member of the committee, its staff, or any public
official who was not a subject of the inquiry.

(h) Requests by members for an advisory opinion concerning
the application of the rules of either house pertaining to
ethics, unless the member requesting the opinion authori-
zes in writing the release of such information. All advisory
opinions shall be open to inspection except that the identity
of the member shall not be disclosed in the opinion unless
the member requesting the opinion authorizes in writing
the release of such information.

(i) Portions of correspondence held by the legislative branch
which, if disclosed, would reveal: information otherwise
exempt from disclosure by law; an individual’s medical
treatment, history, or condition; the identity or location of

March 2, 2021 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE 11



an individual if there is a substantial likelihood that re-
leasing such information would jeopardize the health or
safety of that individual; or information regarding physical
abuse, child abuse, spouse abuse, or abuse of the elderly.

(9) Any Senate record created prior to July 1, 1993, which was so
designated by the President on June 30, 1993, shall remain exempt
from inspection and copying after July 1, 1993. Records held by joint
committees, commissions or offices of the Legislature, that were jointly
determined by the presiding officers of both houses to remain exempt
from inspection and copying after July 1, 1993, remain exempt.

(10) For purposes of this Rule, “public record” means all documents,
papers, letters, maps, books, tapes, photographs, films, sound record-
ings, or other material, regardless of physical form or characteristics,
made or received pursuant to law or ordinance or in connection with the
transaction of official business by the legislative branch.

(11) All records, research, information, remarks, and staff work
products, made or received during or in preparation for a closed meeting
of a select committee, committee, or subcommittee, shall be confidential
and exempt from inspection and copying for a period of thirty (30) days
after the closed meeting, at which time they will automatically become
legislative public records open to inspection and copying, unless the
confidentiality and the prohibition against inspection and copying has,
within the thirty-day (30) period, been extended by the President. Un-
less the above-listed confidential and exempt items have been earlier
released by operation of this Rule, they shall automatically become
available for public inspection and copying five (5) years after the date
of the closed meeting, unless this confidentiality and exemption is fur-
ther extended by the President for subsequent five-year (5) periods.

1.49—Violations of Rules on open meetings and notice

Violations of Rules 1.44 and 1.45 constitute violations of the Rules
regulating legislative conduct and ethics and shall be subject to the
procedures and penalties prescribed in Rule 1.43.

See Rule 1.43—Violations; investigations, penalties.

RULE TWO

COMMITTEES, OFFICERS, MEMBERS,
VOTING, MOTIONS, DECORUM, AND DEBATE

PART ONE—COMMITTEES—ORGANIZATION, DUTIES, AND
RESPONSIBILITIES

2.1—Standing committees; standing subcommittees; select sub-
committees

(1) The following standing committees with standing subcommittees
are created:

(a) Agriculture
(b) Appropriations

1. Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture, En-
vironment, and General Government

2. Appropriations Subcommittee on Criminal and Civil
Justice

3. Appropriations Subcommittee on Education
4. Appropriations Subcommittee on Health and Human

Services
5. Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation,

Tourism, and Economic Development
(c) Banking and Insurance
(d) Children, Families, and Elder Affairs
(e) Commerce and Tourism
(f) Community Affairs
(g) Criminal Justice
(h) Education
(i) Environment and Natural Resources
(j) Ethics and Elections
(k) Finance and Tax
(l) Governmental Oversight and Accountability
(m) Health Policy
(n) Judiciary
(o) Military and Veterans Affairs, Space, and Domestic Se-

curity

(p) Reapportionment
(q) Regulated Industries
(r) Rules
(s) Transportation

(2) Permanent standing committees and standing subcommittees,
when created and designated by Senate Rule, shall exist and operate
both during and between sessions. The President is authorized to create
and designate permanent standing committees and standing sub-
committees prior to the 2021 Regular Session. The President shall in-
form the Minority Leader of the creation and designation of said com-
mittees. The Secretary of the Senate is directed to include the names of
such committees in the published Senate Rules.

See Rule 1.5—The President’s appointment of committees.

(3) No standing committee shall consist of fewer than five (5)
members.

(4) A select subcommittee may be appointed by a standing com-
mittee or the chair thereof, with prior approval of the President.

(a) A select subcommittee may study or investigate a specific
issue falling within the jurisdiction of the standing com-
mittee.

(b) The President and the Secretary shall be promptly notified
of the appointment of a select subcommittee, its assign-
ment, and the time allowed for the assignment, and shall be
notified on completion of the assignment.

(c) Select subcommittees shall be governed by the Rules reg-
ulating standing subcommittees, except that a select sub-
committee shall exist only for the time necessary to com-
plete its assignment or thirty (30) days, whichever is less,
unless extended by the President.

(d) The advisory report by a select subcommittee whether fa-
vorable or unfavorable shall be reviewed by the standing
committee and accepted, amended, or rejected by majority
vote of those committee members present.

2.2—Powers and responsibilities of committees

(1) Permanent standing committees and standing subcommittees
are authorized:

(a) To maintain a continuous review of the work of the state
agencies concerned with their subject areas and the per-
formance of the functions of government within each subject
area;

(b) To invite public officials, employees, and private individuals
to appear before the committees or subcommittees to submit
information;

(c) To request reports from departments performing functions
reasonably related to the committees’ jurisdictions; and

(d) To complete the interim work assigned by the President.

(2) In order to carry out its duties, each standing committee or
standing subcommittee has the reasonable right and authority to in-
spect and investigate the books, records, papers, documents, data, op-
eration, and physical plant of any public agency in this state.

(3) In order to carry out the committee’s duties, the chair of each
standing committee, standing subcommittee, and select committee may
request the President to issue subpoenas, subpoenas duces tecum, and
other necessary process to compel the attendance of witnesses and the
production of any books, letters, or other documentary evidence re-
quired by such committee. The President may issue said process at the
request of the committee chair. Any member of a standing committee,
standing subcommittee, or select committee may administer all oaths
and affirmations, in the manner prescribed by law, to witnesses who
appear before such committees to testify in any matter requiring evi-
dence.

2.4—Committee staffing

A committee shall be staffed with personnel, subject to guidelines and
criteria authorized by the President. The staff shall also be subject to
the pay and classification code of the Senate. The President may au-
thorize joint utilization of personnel with the House of Representatives
and may authorize the Senate to share in the cost.
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2.6—Committee meeting notices; regular session and interim;
day fifty (50) rule

(1) Senate committees shall submit a notice of meetings (including
site visits and public hearings) as provided herein. Reference to com-
mittee meeting notices in these Rules shall include all standing com-
mittees, standing subcommittees, select committees, select sub-
committees, and such other committees or subcommittees as may be
created by the Senate.

(2) Committee meeting notices shall include the date, time,
amendment deadline, and place of the meeting together with the name
of the introducer, subject, and number of each bill to be taken up and
other subjects to be considered.

(3) Notice of committee meetings shall be published in the daily
calendar. No committee shall consider any bill during the first fifty (50)
days of a regular session until proper notice has been published in three
(3) weekday calendars, including the calendar published on the day of
such committee meeting.

(4) If a weekend meeting is scheduled, notice of such meeting shall
appear in three (3) daily calendars, including those published on the
weekend days on which the meeting is held. However, a calendar pub-
lished on a weekend shall not be included in the calculation of pub-
lication days for meetings taking place on Monday through Friday.

(5) Calendars published on the Friday and Monday immediately
preceding the opening day of a regular session may be included in the
calculation of the three-day (3) notice requirement for meetings held on
the first (1st) and second (2nd) days of a regular session.

(6) After day fifty (50) of a regular session, meetings of standing
committees, standing subcommittees, and select committees scheduled
in accordance with Rule 2.10 may be held following an announcement
by the chair of the committee or subcommittee or, in the chair’s absence,
the vice chair while the Senate is sitting. Notice shall be published on
the Senate website and posted on the Senate side of the fourth (4th)
floor Capitol rotunda four (4) hours in advance of the meeting. A com-
mittee meeting announced during a sitting may occur four (4) hours
after notice of the meeting has been published on the Senate website
and posted on the Senate side of the fourth (4th) floor Capitol rotunda.
Such notices may be posted in advance of the oral announcement during
the sitting.

(7) When the Legislature is not in session, committee meeting no-
tices shall be filed with the Secretary at least seven (7) days prior to the
meeting. The Secretary shall make the notice available to the mem-
bership and the public.

See Rule 2.9—Committee meetings; committee meetings after fiftieth
(50th) day.

2.7—Bills recommitted for failure to provide proper notice

(1) A bill reported by a standing committee without proper notice
shall be recommitted to the committee reporting the same on the point
of order being made within two (2) sittings after such report is printed
in the Journal, or the President may recommit such bill at any time.
Once recommitted, the bill is available for consideration by the com-
mittee as if it had never been reported.

See FLA. CONST. art. III, s. 4(e) Quorum and procedure.

(2) A bill reported by a standing subcommittee without proper notice
shall be recommitted to the subcommittee reporting same on the point
of order made during the standing committee meeting at which the bill
was reported by the subcommittee. Once recommitted, the bill is
available for consideration by the subcommittee as if it had never been
reported.

2.8—Filing and publication of meeting notices

For publication in the daily calendar, notice of committee meetings
shall be delivered to the Secretary’s office in writing by 2:30 p.m.
on the day preceding its intended publication.

2.9—Committee meetings; committee meetings after fiftieth
(50th) day

(1) Each standing committee, standing subcommittee, and select
committee shall consider the public business assigned to it as ex-
peditiously as possible and proper.

(2) Unless approved by the President, no committee shall meet after
the fiftieth (50th) day of a regular session except the Rules Committee.

2.10—Committee meeting schedules; time limits on meetings

(1) The President shall provide a schedule of days, hours, and places
for the meeting of committees for the regular session and during the
interim, and deliver a copy of same to each Senator. However, no
committee shall meet before 7:00 a.m. or meet or continue to meet after
6:00 p.m.

(2) Each committee or subcommittee, standing or select, shall meet
in the place and within the time assigned for its use by the President.
Notice of such assignment shall be published on the Senate website and
posted on the Senate side of the fourth (4th) floor Capitol rotunda.
However, the President may authorize a committee or subcommittee to
continue the meeting on the same day at a time and place determined
by the President. The President may further authorize the meeting to go
beyond 6:00 p.m. notwithstanding subsection (1).

(3) No committee except the Rules Committee shall meet while the
Senate is sitting without the consent of the majority of the Senate
present.

2.11—Presentation of bills introduced by Senators before com-
mittees; staff presentation of committee bills

(1) The introducer of a bill shall attend the meeting of the committee
or subcommittee before which such bill is noticed as provided in these
Rules. The introducer or the first- or second-named co-introducer may
present a bill; however, with prior written request of the introducer to
the chair, a member of the committee or subcommittee may present a
bill.

(2) Senate committee professional staff shall be limited to present-
ing committee bills at meetings of the committee introducing the bill.

2.12—Order of consideration of bills; exception

Bills shall be considered in the order appearing in the notice re-
quired by these Rules, except that the chair may take up a bill out of its
order to accommodate the presence of a Senator or Representative who
is the introducer thereof.

2.13—Open meetings

Except as otherwise provided in these Rules, all committee meetings
shall be open to the public, subject always to the powers and authority
of the chair to maintain order and decorum.

See Rule 1.44—Open meetings.
See FLA. CONST. art. III, s. 4(e) Quorum and procedure.

2.15—Standing committee reports; committee substitutes

(1) If reporting a matter referred to it, a standing committee shall
report the matter either:

(a) Favorably,
(b) Favorably with committee amendment,
(c) Favorably with committee substitute as defined in these

Rules, or
(d) Unfavorably.

The vote of the members present of a standing committee or sub-
committee on final passage of any measure shall be recorded. Upon the
request of any two (2) members of a committee or subcommittee, the
vote on any other matter or motion properly before the committee shall
be recorded. After such report has been received by the Secretary, no
matter so reported shall be recommitted to a committee except by a
two-thirds (2/3) vote of those Senators present at a sitting or except as
provided in Rule 2.7, Rule 4.7(2), or Rule 4.8(4).

March 2, 2021 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE 13



See FLA. CONST. art. III, s. 4(c) Quorum and procedure.

(2) Such reports shall also reflect:

(a) The date, time, and place of the meeting at which the action
was taken, and

(b) The vote of each member present of the committee on final
passage of each bill.

See FLA. CONST. art. III, s. 4(c) Quorum and procedure.

The Secretary shall enter in the Journal the recommended action of the
committee on each bill reported, but shall not include that portion of the
report relating to the date, time, and place of the meeting or the vote of
each member on final passage of a measure. Reports of committees shall
be preserved pursuant to law.

(3) In reporting a Senate measure, a standing committee may draft
a new measure embracing the same or related subject matter to be
returned to the Senate with the recommendation that the substitute be
considered in lieu of the original measure. If one or more amendments
are adopted, a measure shall, without motion, be reported as a com-
mittee substitute unless the committee by majority vote decides
otherwise.

(a) The substitute measure must be accompanied by the origi-
nal measure referred to the committee and returned to the
Secretary in the same manner as a favorable report.

(b) No other standing committee of reference shall consider the
original measure but shall direct its attention to the sub-
stitute measure.

(c) A committee receiving a committee substitute from a prior
committee of reference may also report a committee sub-
stitute and shall not be precluded from doing so with the
substance of the bill as originally introduced.

(d) When reported, the substitute shall be read a first (1st) time
by title, the original proposition shall be automatically ta-
bled, and the substitute considered in lieu thereof without
motion. The substitute shall carry the identifying number of
the original and shall be returned to the Secretary in the
same number of copies required for first (1st) introduction of
a similar measure.

(e) The names of the introducer and each co-introducer of the
original measure shall be shown by the committee admin-
istrative assistant on the committee substitute unless an
introducer or co-introducer requests that it be omitted.

(f) A Senate committee may not recommend a Senate com-
mittee substitute for a House bill.

(4) All standing committee reports shall be filed with the Secretary’s
office as soon as practicable, but not later than 4:30 p.m. on the next day
that is not a weekend or state holiday, except a committee drafting and
recommending a committee substitute shall file such committee report
no later than 4:30 p.m. on the second (2nd) such weekday. These reports
must be accompanied by the original bill. Each report by a committee
must set forth the identifying number of the bill. If amendments are
proposed by the committee, the words “with amendments” shall follow
the identifying number. Committee amendments shall be identified by
barcode in the report. All bills reported unfavorably shall be laid on the
table.

2.16—Standing subcommittee reports

(1) If reporting a matter referred to it, a standing subcommittee
must report the matter directly to the standing committee, which shall
promptly certify a copy of the report to the Secretary. The standing
subcommittee shall report a matter either:

(a) Favorably,
(b) Favorably with committee amendment,
(c) Favorably with committee substitute as defined in these

Rules, or
(d) Unfavorably.

(2) Such reports shall also reflect:

(a) The date, time, and place of the meeting at which the action
was taken, and

(b) The vote of each member of the subcommittee on final
passage of each bill.

See FLA. CONST. art. III, s. 4(c) Quorum and procedure.

(3) In reporting a bill to the standing committee, a standing sub-
committee may draft a new measure, embracing the same or related
subject matter, to be returned to the standing committee with the re-
commendation that the substitute be considered in lieu of the original
measure. The substitute measure must be accompanied by the original
measure referred to the standing subcommittee and returned to the
standing committee in the same manner as a favorable report.

(4) All standing subcommittee reports shall be promptly trans-
mitted to the standing committee. Each report by a standing sub-
committee must set forth the identifying number of the measure. If
amendments are proposed by the standing subcommittee, the words
“with amendments” shall follow the identifying number. Standing
subcommittee amendments shall accompany the report.

(5) All bills reported unfavorably by a subcommittee shall be laid on
the table by roll call vote when the standing committee considers the
standing subcommittee’s report unless, on motion by any member
adopted by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of those standing committee
members present, the same report shall be rejected.

(6) When a subcommittee report is rejected by a standing commit-
tee, the bill shall receive a hearing de novo and witnesses shall be
permitted to testify.

See FLA. CONST. art. III, s. 4(c) Quorum and procedure.

(7) When a bill with a favorable report by a standing subcommittee
is considered by the standing committee, debate and further amend-
ment by members of the standing committee shall be allowed prior to a
vote on final passage.

2.17—Quorum requirement

(1) A standing committee, standing subcommittee, or select com-
mittee is assembled only when a quorum constituting a majority of the
members of that committee is present in person.

(2) A committee member may question the presence of a quorum at
any time.

(3) No committee business of any type shall be conducted in the
absence of a quorum. Any matter reported in violation of this Rule shall
be recommitted by the President when it is called to the President’s
attention by a Senator.

2.19—Conference committee in deliberation; reports

(1) All meetings of Senate conferees with House conferees at which
the business of the conference committee is discussed shall be open to
the public subject to proper order and decorum. A meeting of the Senate
and House conferees is a meeting of the two (2) groups; therefore, the
rules governing each respective house apply. Meetings between a ma-
jority of the members of a conference committee may be held following
a notice being filed with the Secretary by or at the direction of the
person calling the meeting, at least one (1) hour in advance of the
meeting. The notice shall indicate the names of the conferees and
scheduled participants, the date, the time, and the place of the meeting.
Conference committees may meet at any time with proper notice.

See FLA. CONST. art. III, s. 4(e) Quorum and procedure.

(2) A conference committee, other than a conference committee on a
general or special appropriations bill and its related legislation, shall
consider and report only on the differences existing between the Senate
and the House, and no substance foreign to the bills before the conferees
shall be included in the report or considered by the Senate.

(3) A conference committee may only report by recommending the
adoption of a series of amendments to the House or Senate bill that was
the subject of the conference, or it may offer an amendment deleting
everything after the enacting clause of any such bill referred to the
committee. Such amendments shall accompany the conference com-
mittee report. In any event, the conference committee may recommend,
as part of its report, the adoption or rejection of any or all of the
amendments theretofore adopted by either house. Conference commit-
tee reports must be approved and signed by a majority of the conferees
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on the part of each house. All final actions taken in a conference com-
mittee shall be by motion.

(4) Each conference committee report shall contain a statement
sufficiently explicit to inform the Senate of the effect of the report on the
measure to which it relates.

(5) When the President appoints a conference committee, a notice of
the following meetings to discuss matters relating to the conference,
stating the names of the conferees and scheduled participants, and the
date, time, and place for the meeting, shall be filed with the Secretary
by or at the direction of the person at whose call the meeting is con-
vened, not less than one (1) hour preceding the time for the meeting:

(a) Meetings between the President (or a Senator designated to
represent the President), the Governor, and the Speaker (or
a Representative designated to represent the Speaker);

(b) Meetings between a majority of the members of any sub-
committee of the conference committee;

(c) Meetings between the President or any Senator designated
to represent the President and a conferee from the House of
Representatives, or any meeting between a conferee from
the Senate with the Speaker or any Representative desig-
nated to represent the Speaker; and

(d) Meetings of a majority of the Senate conferees; and when
the bill that is the subject of the conference committee deals
primarily with the general appropriations act or revenue
matters, any meeting of three (3) or more conferees on the
part of the Senate.

See FLA. CONST. art. III, s. 4(e) Quorum and procedure.

(6) Notice of meetings, as scheduled, between the chair of the Sen-
ate’s conferees with the chair of the House’s conferees, or between re-
spective Senate and House committee chairs with each other, shall be
published on the Senate website and posted on the Senate side of the
fourth (4th) floor Capitol rotunda. In the case of the appropriations
conference, said notice shall also be posted outside the door of the offices
of the appropriations committees.

(7) All meetings for which notice is required pursuant to this Rule
shall be held in the Capitol Complex, but shall not be held in the
Chamber of either house while it is sitting.

(8) When conferees on the part of the Senate report an inability to
agree, any action of the Senate taken prior to such reference to a con-
ference committee shall not preclude further action on the measure as
the Senate may determine.

(9) After Senate conferees have been appointed for seven (7) calen-
dar days and have failed to make a report, it is a motion of the highest
privilege to move to discharge said conferees and to appoint new con-
ferees, or to instruct said conferees. This motion shall have precedence
over all other questions except motions to adjourn or recess and ques-
tions of privilege. Further, during the last six (6) calendar days allowed
under the State Constitution for any regular session, it shall be a pri-
vileged motion to move to discharge, appoint, or instruct Senate con-
ferees after the Senate conferees have been appointed thirty-six (36)
hours without having made a report.

PART TWO—COMMITTEES—OFFICERS

2.20—Appointment of chair and vice chair

A chair and a vice chair of each standing committee shall be ap-
pointed by the President and shall continue in office at the pleasure of
the President. The President shall also appoint a chair for each standing
subcommittee and select committee authorized by these Rules and may
designate a vice chair, both of whom shall continue in office at the
pleasure of the President.

2.21—Call to order

The chair or, in the chair’s absence, the vice chair, shall call the
committee to order at the hour provided by these Rules. A quorum being
present, the committee shall proceed with consideration of its agenda.

2.22—Chair’s control

The chair shall preserve order and decorum and shall have general
control of the committee room. If there is a disturbance or disorderly
conduct in the committee room, the chair may require participants in
the disturbance to clear the room.

2.23—Chair’s authority; appeals

(1) The chair shall approve all notices, subpoenas, or reports re-
quired or permitted by these Rules.

(2) The chair shall decide all questions of order, subject to an appeal
by any Senator, and the appeal shall be certified by the chair to the
Senate for a decision by the President during its next sitting following
such certification. If not in session, the President may make a ruling by
letter. Rulings shall be entered in the Journal, shall constitute binding
precedent on all committees of the Senate, and shall be subject to appeal
as any other question; however, rulings by letter are subject to appeal at
the first or second sitting of the next regular session.

(3) The proper method of taking exception to a ruling of the chair is
by appeal. An appeal of a decision of the chair must be made promptly
before debate has concluded or other business has intervened. A point of
order on any other question is not in order while an appeal is pending,
but a point of order relating to the appeal may be raised; if the de-
termination of the appeal is dependent on this point, it may be decided
by the chair. This second (2nd) decision is also subject to appeal.

(4) An appeal of a decision of the chair on a point of order is de-
batable even though the question from which it arose was not debatable.

(5) The chair may, or on the vote of a majority of the committee
members present shall, certify a question of parliamentary procedure to
the President as contemplated by the Rule without a formal appeal.
Such certified question shall be disposed of by the President as if it had
been on appeal.

(6) Final action on an appeal or the certification of a procedural
question pursuant to this Rule shall not constitute an automatic stay to
further legislative action on the measure under consideration.

2.24—Chair, vice chair; vote

The chair and vice chair shall vote on all matters before such com-
mittee. The name of the chair shall be called last.

See Rule 1.39—Disclosure of conflict of interest and prohibition on
voting thereon.

2.25—Temporary alternate to chair

The chair may name any member of the committee to perform the
duties of the chair. This delegation shall not extend beyond adjourn-
ment of such meeting. If for any reason the chair is absent and fails to
name a member, the vice chair shall assume the duties of the chair
during the chair’s absence.

2.26—Vice chair’s duties

On the death, incapacitation, or resignation of the chair, the vice
chair shall perform the duties of the office until the President appoints a
successor. In the absence of the chair, the vice chair shall act as chair.

PART THREE—COMMITTEES—MEMBERS

2.27—Members’ attendance, voting; proxy and poll votes pro-
hibited

(1) Unless excused or necessarily prevented, every member of a
committee shall be in attendance during each of its meetings.

(2) The chair may excuse any member for just cause from atten-
dance at meetings of his or her committee for any stated period. This
excused absence shall be noted on the committee’s records.

(3) Failure to attend two (2) consecutive regular meetings, unless
excused from attendance in the Senate on those days as provided in
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these Rules or by the chair of the committee, shall be reported to the
President who may take appropriate action.

(4) No member of any committee shall be allowed to vote by proxy
nor shall a vote be conducted by poll.

(5) A majority of all the committee members present shall agree by
their votes on the disposition of any matter considered by the commit-
tee.

See Rule 11.4—Majority action.

PART FOUR—COMMITTEES—VOTING

2.28—Taking the vote; post-meeting record of missed vote

(1) The chair shall declare the result of all votes and shall cause
same to be entered on the records of the committee, but if any member
questions the declared result of a voice vote, then by a show of hands by
two (2) members the chair shall count the yeas and nays. When the
committee is equally divided, the question shall be lost.

See Rule 1.20—Attendance, voting, and disclosure of conflicts.
See FLA. CONST. art. III, s. 4(c) Quorum and procedure.

(2) A member may request to:

(a) Vote, or
(b) Change his or her vote

before the results of a roll call are announced.

(3) After the result of a vote has been announced, a member with
unanimous consent of those committee members present may record a
vote or change his or her vote. If the vote alters the final action of the
committee, no vote or change of vote shall be permitted unless the
matter has been reconsidered by the committee. On request of a
member prior to consideration of other business, the chair shall order a
verification of a vote.

(4) After a committee meeting, an absent Senator may file with the
committee an indication of how he or she would have voted if present.
Such filing is for information only and shall have no effect upon the
committee’s meeting report.

2.29—Pair voting prohibited

No pair voting shall be permitted in a committee.

2.30—Casting vote for another

No Senator shall cast a vote for another Senator, nor shall any person
not a Senator cast a vote for a Senator. In addition to such penalties as
may be prescribed by law, any Senator who shall vote or attempt to vote
for another Senator may be punished as the Senate may deem proper.
Also, any person not a Senator who shall vote in the place of a Senator
shall be excluded from the committee for the remainder of the session.

2.31—Explanation of vote; deferring a vote prohibited

No member shall be permitted to defer or explain his or her vote
during a roll call, but may submit his or her explanation in writing and
file it with the chair. This explanation shall be kept as part of the
committee record and a copy filed with the Secretary.

PART FIVE—COMMITTEES—MOTIONS AND PRECEDENCE

2.32—Motions; how made, withdrawn

(1) Every procedural motion may be made orally. On request of the
chair, a member shall submit his or her motion in writing.

(2) After a motion has been stated or read by the chair, it shall be
deemed to be in possession of the committee without a second, and shall
be disposed of by vote of the committee members present.

(3) The mover may withdraw a motion at any time before the same
has been amended, or before a vote shall have commenced.

(4) The mover of a motion to reconsider may withdraw that motion
only with the unanimous consent of those committee members present.

2.33—Motions; precedence

(1) When a question is under debate, the chair shall receive no
motion except:

(a) To adjourn
(b) To take a recess
(c) To reconsider instanter passage of a main question

See Rule 2.35—Reconsideration generally.
(d) To reconsider

See Rule 2.35—Reconsideration generally.
(e) To limit debate or vote at a time certain

See Rule 2.50—Limitation on debate; vote at a time certain.
(f) To temporarily postpone

See Rule 6.11—Temporarily postpone.
(g) To amend

See Rule 2.39—Amendments, proposed committee sub-
stitutes, and proposed committee bills; form, deadlines,
notice, manner of consideration; germanity.

which shall have precedence in the descending order given.

(2) The chair shall present all questions in the order in which they
are moved unless the subsequent motion is of a higher precedence or a
substitute of equal precedence.

(3) When a motion is under consideration, but prior to the com-
mencement of the vote, a substitute motion shall be in order. Only one
(1) substitute may be pending and the substitute shall be in the same
order of precedence. If a substitute fails, another substitute of equal
degree may be offered.

2.34—Division of question

A member may move for a division of a question when the sense will
admit of it, which shall be decided by a majority vote. A motion to
delete and insert shall be deemed indivisible; a motion to delete, being
lost, shall neither preclude amendment nor a motion to delete and in-
sert.

See Rule 6.3—Division of question.

2.35—Reconsideration generally

(1) When a question has been decided by a committee, any member
voting with the prevailing side may move for reconsideration of the
question.

(2) If a question has been decided by voice vote, any member may
move for reconsideration, but such motion shall be out of order after the
committee has moved on to other business.

See Rule 2.38—Reconsideration; collateral matters.

(3) A motion to reconsider final passage of a measure or the con-
firmation of an executive appointment may be made prior to or pending
a motion to adjourn. It shall not be taken up or voted on when made but
shall be a special and continuing order of business for the succeeding
committee meeting. During such succeeding meeting, the mover of the
original motion to reconsider may withdraw that motion by a two-
thirds (2/3) vote of the members present. Unless taken up during such
meeting, the motion to reconsider shall be considered abandoned.

(4) If the committee shall refuse to reconsider or, upon re-
consideration, shall confirm its first decision, no further motion to re-
consider shall be in order except upon unanimous consent of those
committee members present.

See FLA. CONST. art. III, s. 4(c) Quorum and procedure.

(5) At the next succeeding meeting, the reconsideration of such
motion may be made by any member prior to a motion to adjourn.

(6) During the last fourteen (14) days of a regular session, a motion
to reconsider shall be made and taken up during the meeting at which
the original vote was taken.
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(7) A motion to reconsider instanter may be offered by a member
voting on the prevailing side at the original meeting and shall be of a
higher precedence than a motion to reconsider.

(a) If the motion to reconsider instanter is agreed to by a two-
thirds (2/3) vote of the members present, it shall super-
sede a motion to reconsider and place the main question
again before the committee for further consideration,
amendment, and debate.

(b) If a motion to reconsider instanter is not agreed to, a motion
to reconsider, if offered or pending as provided in subsection
(3) of this Rule, shall be a special and continuing item on the
committee agenda for the next meeting.

2.36—Reconsideration; vote required

The affirmative votes of a majority of the committee members pre-
sent shall be required to adopt a motion to reconsider.

2.37—Reconsideration; debate allowed

Debate shall be allowed on a motion to reconsider only when the
question proposed for reconsideration is debatable. When debate on a
motion to reconsider is in order, no Senator shall speak thereon more
than once nor longer than five (5) minutes.

2.38—Reconsideration; collateral matters

A motion to reconsider a collateral matter must be disposed of during
the course of the consideration of the main subject to which it is related,
and such motion shall be out of order after the committee has passed to
other business.

PART SIX—COMMITTEES—AMENDMENTS

2.39—Amendments, proposed committee substitutes, and pro-
posed committee bills; form, deadlines, notice, manner of con-
sideration; germanity

(1) No amendment or proposed committee substitute to any mea-
sure, or no proposed committee bill on any committee agenda shall be
considered by that committee unless the amendment, proposed com-
mittee substitute, or proposed committee bill was prepared in proper
form as prescribed by the Secretary and filed with the committee ad-
ministrative assistant at least twenty-four (24) hours prior to the no-
ticed meeting time. For the purpose of this Rule, office hours are the
weekdays of Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. Copies of such
amendment, proposed committee substitute, or proposed committee bill
shall be made reasonably available by the committee administrative
assistant before the meeting to the members of the committee and to the
public.

(a) After distribution of all timely filed amendments, amend-
ments to amendments or substitute amendments may be
filed to any measure to which an amendment was timely
filed. Such amendments must be filed with the committee
administrative assistant at least two (2) hours prior to the
noticed meeting time.

(b) After distribution of all timely filed proposed committee
substitutes and proposed committee bills, amendments,
amendments to amendments, or substitute amendments to
any proposed committee substitute or proposed committee
bill must be filed with the committee administrative assis-
tant at least two (2) hours prior to the noticed meeting time.

(c) Amendments to late-filed amendments, proposed commit-
tee substitutes, or proposed committee bills shall be con-
sidered timely filed if filed at least two (2) hours prior to the
noticed meeting time.

(d) After day fifty (50) of a regular session, an amendment,
proposed committee bill, or proposed committee substitute
to any measure prepared prior to a committee meeting at
which it is offered shall be filed with the committee ad-
ministrative assistant at least two (2) hours prior to the
noticed meeting time.

(e) The consideration of any amendment, proposed committee
bill, or proposed committee substitute not timely filed in
accordance with this Rule, including any filed during a
committee meeting in which it is to be offered, requires a
two-thirds (2/3) vote of those committee members pre-

sent, if any member requests that such a vote be taken.
These time requirements do not apply to a committee’s re-
commendation during a meeting to make a committee
substitute which is merely a combination of the noticed bill
and amendment.

(2) An amendment shall be considered only after its sponsor, who is
a member of the committee or the introducer of the pending bill, gains
recognition from the chair to move its adoption. The first- or second-
named co-introducer, or a member of the committee presenting the bill
with permission of the chair, may move and explain an amendment
sponsored by the introducer.

(3) An amendment shall be deemed pending only after its sponsor
has been recognized by the chair and has moved its adoption. Amend-
ments that have been filed but have not been formally moved for
adoption shall not be deemed to be pending.

(4) No proposition on a subject different from that under con-
sideration shall be admitted in the form of an amendment.

2.40—Sequence of amendments to amendments

(1) An amendment to a pending amendment may be received, but
until it is disposed of, no other motion to amend will be in order, except a
substitute amendment or an amendment to the substitute. Such
amendments are to be disposed of in the following order:

(Amendment chart, as adopted, is not shown here but is included in
the published Senate Rules Manual.)

(a) Amendments to the amendment are acted on before the
substitute is taken up.

(b) Amendments to the substitute are next voted on.
(c) The substitute then is voted on.

(2) If a substitute amendment is adopted, it supersedes the main
amendment and shall be treated as an amendment to the bill itself.

(3) The following third (3rd) degree amendments are out of order:

(a) A substitute amendment for an amendment to the amend-
ment.

(b) A substitute amendment for an amendment to the sub-
stitute.

(c) An amendment to an amendment to the amendment.
(d) An amendment to an amendment to the substitute

amendment.

See Rule 7.3—Sequence of amendments to amendments.

2.41—Deleting everything after enacting clause

A proposal to delete everything after the enacting clause of a bill, or
the resolving clause of a resolution, and insert new language of the
same or related subject as stated in the original title shall be deemed
proper and germane and shall be treated as an amendment.

2.42—Amendment by section

The adoption of an amendment to a section shall not preclude further
amendment of that section. If a bill is being considered section by sec-
tion or item by item, only amendments to the section or item under
consideration shall be in order. The chair, in recognizing members for
the purpose of moving the adoption of amendments, shall endeavor to
cause all amendments to section 1 to be considered first, then all those
in section 2, and so on. After all sections have been considered sepa-
rately, the entire bill shall be open for amendment.

2.43—Senate amendments to House bills

A House bill may be amended in the same manner as a Senate bill
except that it may not be reported as a committee substitute.

2.44—Amendments by previous committees

Amendments recommended by all committees of reference shall ac-
company a bill when filed with the Secretary. No committee shall re-
move an amendment by another committee but may recommend an
amendment to an amendment, or a substitute for an amendment, by
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another committee. Any accompanying amendment shall be included in
a subsequent committee substitute unless altered or negated by com-
mittee action. Amendments adopted by a committee to be incorporated
in a committee substitute need not be filed with the Secretary as part of
the reports required in Rules 2.15 and 2.16.

PART SEVEN—COMMITTEES—DECORUM AND DEBATE

2.45—Decorum and debate; proper forms of address

When a member desires to speak or present a matter to the com-
mittee, the member shall address himself or herself to “Mr. or Madam
Chair” and, on being recognized, may address the committee and shall
confine any remarks to the question under debate, avoiding personality.
A member shall not address or refer to another member by his or her
first name. A member shall use the appellation of “Senator” or such
appellation and the surname of the member referred to or addressed.

2.46—Chair’s power to recognize

When two (2) or more members request to speak at once, the chair
shall recognize the member who is to speak first.

2.47—Interruptions; when allowed

(1) No member shall be interrupted by another without the consent
of the member who has the floor, except by:

(a) Rising to a question of privilege;
(b) Rising to a point of order requiring an immediate ruling;
(c) Rising to appeal a decision of the chair concerning a point of

order (provided the appeal is made immediately following
the decision);

(d) Rising to make a parliamentary inquiry requiring an im-
mediate reply; or

(e) Rising to question the existence of a quorum.

(2) The chair shall strictly enforce this Rule.

2.48—Speaking rights

(1) When a member is speaking and another member interrupts to
request recognition, the chair may permit the person rising to state why
he or she desires recognition. If the question the member desires to raise
is entitled to precedence, the member originally speaking shall relin-
quish the floor until the question having precedence is disposed of. The
member is then entitled to resume the floor.

(2) The member making a debatable motion or the introducer of a
bill, whether or not a member of the committee, shall have five (5)
minutes in order to close debate.

2.49—Time allowed for debate

No Senator shall speak longer than ten (10) minutes without
yielding the floor, except by consent of a majority of those committee
members present.

2.50—Limitation on debate; vote at a time certain

When a matter is under debate by the committee, a member may
move to limit debate or vote at a time certain, and the motion shall be
decided without debate. If time permits, the introducer of the pending
matter on which debate would be limited shall have five (5) minutes to
discuss the motion, and the introducer may divide such time with, or
waive it in favor of, another member. If the question is decided in the
affirmative by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of those committee members
present, the debate shall be limited accordingly. The time allotted by
such limitation shall be apportioned by the chair. Once limited, debate
may be extended beyond the original debate time limit by a majority
vote of the committee members present.

See Rule 8.6—Limitation on debate.

2.51—Priority of business; debate thereon

All questions relating to the priority of business shall be acted on and
shall be decided without debate.

RULE THREE

BILLS, RESOLUTIONS, AND MEMORIALS

3.1—Form of bills

(1) All bills shall contain a proper title, as required by Article III,
Section 6 of the State Constitution, and the enacting clause, “Be It
Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:.” The title of each bill
shall be prefaced by the words, “A bill to be entitled An act.” Standard
rules of capitalization shall apply.

See FLA. CONST. art. III, s. 6 Laws.

(2) The original must be approved by the introducer and backed in a
folder-jacket. On these jackets shall be inscribed the name and district
number of the introducer and any co-introducers or the introducing
committee and its chair, and enough of the title for identification.

See Rule 2.11—Presentation of bills introduced by Senators before
committees; staff presentation of committee bills.
See Rule 11.6—General; definitions.

(3) Bills that propose to amend existing provisions of the Florida
Statutes (as described in Article III, Section 6 of the State Constitution)
or the Laws of Florida shall contain the full text of the section, sub-
section, or paragraph to be amended. Joint resolutions that propose to
amend the State Constitution shall contain the full text of the section to
be amended.

See FLA. CONST. art. III, s. 6 Laws.

(4) In general bills and joint resolutions that propose to create or
amend existing provisions of the Florida Statutes, Laws of Florida, or
the State Constitution, new words shall be inserted underlined, and
words to be deleted shall be lined through, except that the text of the
General Appropriations Act shall not be underlined.

(5) When the change in language is so general that the use of these
procedures would hinder, rather than assist, the understanding of the
amendment, it shall not be necessary to use the coded indicators of
words added or deleted but, in lieu thereof, a notation similar to the
following shall be inserted immediately preceding the text of the pro-
vision being amended: “Substantial rewording of section. See s. [num-
ber], F.S., for present text.” When such notation is used, the notation as
well as the substantially reworded text shall be underlined.

(6) The words to be deleted and the above-described indicators of
such words and of new material are for information and guidance and
shall not be considered to constitute a part of the bill under con-
sideration.

(7) Section catchlines of existing text shall not be typed with un-
derlining.

3.2—Bills for introduction

A bill may not be introduced until properly filed with the Secretary.

See Rule 1.15—The Secretary examines legal form of bills for in-
troduction and reference.
See Rule 3.7—Bill filing deadline during regular session; bill filing be-
tween regular sessions; exceptions.
See Rule 13.4—Delivery for introduction.

3.3—Form of local bills

As required by Article III, Section 10 of the State Constitution, all
local bills must either embody provision for ratifying referenda (stated
in the title as well as in the text of the bill) or be accompanied by an
affidavit of proper advertisement. A form of affidavit may be found in
section 11.03, Florida Statutes. All local bills that require publication
shall, when introduced, have proof of publication securely attached to
the original copy of the bill and the words “Proof of Publication At-
tached” clearly typed or stamped on the Senate side of the bill jacket or
cover, or the same shall be rejected by the Secretary.

See FLA. CONST. art. III, s. 10 Special laws.
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3.4—Form of joint resolutions

Joint resolutions shall contain a proper title, as required by Article
III, Section 6 of the State Constitution. Standard rules of capitalization
shall apply. They shall contain the resolving clause, “Be It Resolved by
the Legislature of the State of Florida:.” Each joint resolution shall be
prefaced by the words: “A joint resolution.”

See FLA. CONST. art. III, s. 6 Laws.

3.5—Form of memorials

Memorials shall contain a proper title, as required by Article III,
Section 6 of the State Constitution. Standard rules of capitalization
shall apply. They shall contain the resolving clause, “Be It Resolved by
the Legislature of the State of Florida:.”

3.6—Form of resolutions; Senate and concurrent

(1) Senate resolutions and all concurrent resolutions shall contain a
proper title, as required by Article III, Section 6 of the State Constitu-
tion. Standard rules of capitalization shall apply. Senate resolutions
shall contain the resolving clause: “Be It Resolved by the Senate of the
State of Florida:.” Concurrent resolutions shall contain the resolving
clause: “Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida, the House
of Representatives Concurring:.”

(2) Only the Secretary shall prepare copies of Senate resolutions
that are to be furnished to any person after the resolution’s adoption.

3.7—Bill filing deadline during regular session; bill filing be-
tween regular sessions; exceptions

(1) All bills shall be filed for introduction with the Secretary no later
than 12:00 noon of the first (1st) day of the regular session except:

(a) general appropriations bills,
(b) appropriations implementing bills,
(c) appropriations conforming bills,
(d) local bills,
(e) Senate resolutions,
(f) concurrent resolutions pertaining to a legislative joint ses-

sion, a session extension, joint rules, procedure, organiza-
tion, recalling a bill from the Governor, or setting an ef-
fective date for a bill passed over the Governor’s veto,

(g) committee bills,
(h) trust fund bills, and
(i) public record exemptions that are linked to timely filed

general bills.

(2) Claim bills shall be filed in accordance with the requirements of
Rule 4.81(2).

(3) A motion to waive this Rule shall be referred to the Rules
Committee for a hearing and its advisory recommendation as to the
existence of an emergency reasonably compelling consideration of a bill
notwithstanding this Rule and a recommendation shall be reported
back to the Senate. The Secretary shall number each bill to provide
identity and control until a permanent number can be affixed.

See Rule 1.15—The Secretary examines legal form of bills for in-
troduction and reference.

(4) Between regular sessions of the Legislature, bills may be filed by
delivery to the Secretary.

3.8—Filed bills; consideration between regular sessions

(1) A filed bill complying with these Rules shall, in anticipation of
the next regular session, be serially numbered in accordance with the
permanent system required by these Rules.

(2) The Secretary shall provide each such numbered bill to the
President for reference to a committee or committees pursuant to these
Rules. The Secretary shall promptly forward each referenced bill to the
first (1st) or only committee of reference. The Secretary shall make all
filed bills available to each Senator, including the referencing data for
each bill, and a calendar of all committee hearings, including the bills
noticed for hearing by each.

(3) Each bill considered by a committee and reported to the Secre-
tary during the interim shall be introduced and read on the first (1st)
day of the regular session, pursuant to the State Constitution, Laws of
Florida, and these Rules. The Journal shall show the committee refer-
ence and the report of the committee.

(4) Prior to the introduction of a bill on the first (1st) day of the
regular session, a Senator may give written notification to the Secretary
to withdraw his or her bill from further consideration of the Senate.

3.9—Copies of bills

When filed, bills (including committee bills and committee substitute
bills) shall be published by the Secretary for the information of the
Senate and the public. The absence of a published copy shall not delay
the progress of a measure at any stage of the legislative process. Suf-
ficient copies of the general appropriations bill proposed to be in-
troduced by the Appropriations Committee shall be made available to
the members and, upon request, to the public, at the Office of the Se-
cretary and at the committee’s office, no less than two (2) hours prior to
the time the Appropriations Committee meets to consider the proposed
committee bill.

3.10—Identification of bills

Bills and other measures requiring legislative action shall be in-
troduced in the order they are received by the Secretary. They shall be
serially numbered with even numbers as introduced, without differ-
entiation in number as to type. The Secretary shall mark the original
copy of each measure to ensure its identification, and each page thereof,
as the item introduced in order to prevent unauthorized or improper
substitutions. This identification may be made by any device to ac-
complish the purpose of this Rule. Such device shall be in the custody of
the Secretary, and its use by any person not authorized by this Rule is
prohibited.

3.11—Companion measures; defined; substitution of House bills
for Senate bills

(1) A companion measure shall be substantially the same and
identical as to specific intent and purpose as the measure for which it is
being substituted.

(2) When a Senate bill is reached on the calendar of the Senate for
consideration, either on second (2nd) or third (3rd) reading, and there is
also pending on the calendar of the Senate a companion measure al-
ready passed by the House, it shall be in order to move that the House
companion measure be substituted and considered in lieu of the Senate
measure.

(a) Before a vote is taken on a substitution motion, the mover
shall explain the differences between the Senate bill and the
House bill.

(b) A substitution motion may be adopted by a majority vote
of those Senators present if the House measure is on the
same reading; otherwise, the motion shall be to waive the
Rules by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of those Senators present
and read such House measure.

(3) A House bill residing in a Senate committee that is a companion
of a bill under consideration in the Senate may be withdrawn from the
committees of reference without motion, unless any Senator requests a
vote on such withdrawal action. A withdrawal action shall require a
two-thirds (2/3) vote of those Senators present for adoption.

(4) At the moment the Senate passes a House companion measure,
the original Senate measure shall be regarded as automatically tabled.
Recommitment of a Senate bill shall automatically carry with it any
House companion measure then on the calendar.

3.12—Introducers of bills; co-introducers; introducers no longer
Senators

(1) Bills shall be approved for introduction by a Senator whose name
is affixed to the original, or by any committee with the name of the
committee and the name of the chair of the committee affixed to the
original.

March 2, 2021 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE 19



(2) A bill may be co-introduced by any Senator whose name is af-
fixed to the original.

(3) A Senator who is not seeking or is ineligible for reelection and,
therefore, will not be a Senator at the next regular session of the Leg-
islature may not file a bill for that session. Once a Senator is no longer
in office, any bill filed by that Senator for a current or future session of
the Legislature shall be deemed withdrawn from further consideration
of the Senate unless the bill has a co-introducer who, within seven (7)
days, agrees to become the introducer of the bill.

3.13—Fiscal notes

(1) Upon being favorably reported by a committee, all general bills
or joint resolutions affecting revenues, expenditures, or fiscal liabilities
of state or local governments shall be accompanied by a fiscal note.
Fiscal notes shall reflect the estimated increase or decrease in revenues
or expenditures. The estimated economic impact, which calculates the
present and future fiscal effects of the bill or joint resolution, must be
considered. The fiscal note shall not express opinion relative to the
merits of the measure, but may identify technical defects.

(2) Fiscal notes on bills affecting any state retirement system shall
be prepared after consultation with an actuary who is a member of the
Society of Actuaries, and the cooperation of appropriate state agencies
for necessary data shall be solicited.

(3) Fiscal notes shall be regarded as memoranda of factual in-
formation and shall be made available to Senators.

(4) If a bill or joint resolution is reported favorably by a committee
without a fiscal note or economic impact statement, as defined in this
Rule, a Senator may at any time prior to final passage raise a point of
order, and the President shall order return of the bill or joint resolution
to the committee. A fiscal note prepared for a Senate bill or joint re-
solution shall be presumed as prepared also for its House companion for
the purposes of point of order.

RULE FOUR

ORDER OF BUSINESS AND CALENDAR

4.1—Sittings of the Senate

The Senate shall convene pursuant to a schedule provided by the
President or at the hour established by the Senate at its last sitting.
This schedule shall set forth hours to convene and adjourn and may
contain a schedule for the Special Order Calendars submitted by the
Rules Chair, Majority Leader, and Minority Leader. The Senate shall
not convene before 7:00 a.m. nor meet or continue to meet after
6:00 p.m. However, a sitting may be extended beyond these hours or the
scheduled or previously agreed to time of adjournment by a majority
vote.

See Rule 1.2—The President calls the Senate to order; informal recess.

4.2—Quorum

A majority of the Senate shall constitute a quorum, but a smaller
number may adjourn from day to day and compel the attendance of
absent members, in such manner and under such penalties as it may
prescribe. A Senator at any time may question the existence of a
quorum.

See FLA. CONST. art. III, s. 4 Quorum and procedure.

4.3—Daily Order of Business

(1) The Daily Order of Business shall be as follows:

(a) Roll Call
(b) Prayer
(c) Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of

America
(d) Reports of Committees
(e) Motions Relating to Committee Reference
(f) Messages from the Governor and Other Executive Com-

munications
(g) Messages from the House of Representatives

(h) Matters on Reconsideration
(i) Consideration of Bills on Third (3rd) Reading
(j) Special Order Calendars
(k) Consideration of Bills on Second (2nd) Reading
(l) Correction and Approval of Journal
(m) Unfinished Business

(2) The Secretary shall prepare and distribute, on each session
weekday, a calendar corresponding to the Daily Order of Business; and
within each order of business, matters shall be considered in the order
in which they appear on such daily calendar. Local bills may be omitted
from the formal calendar and may be distributed to Senators by the
Secretary separately. Weekend calendars may be prepared when ne-
cessary to provide notice of meetings on Saturday or Sunday.

See Rule 4.16—Consideration out of regular order.

(3) Certain messages from the House of Representatives may be
withheld from the Daily Order of Business pursuant to Rule 1.18 or on
order of the President. Notwithstanding Rule 4.3(1), the Senate may, at
the direction of the President, take up messages from the House at any
time.

See Rule 1.18—The Secretary receives and delivers for reading mes-
sages from the House of Representatives; summaries of House amend-
ments to Senate bills.

(4) Unless read during a sitting, first (1st) reading of a bill shall be
accomplished by publication of the title thereof in the Journal pursuant
to Article III, Section 7 of the State Constitution.

See FLA. CONST. art. III, s. 7 Passage of bills.

4.31—Unanimous consent required

Except by unanimous consent of those Senators present at a sitting,
no bill shall be considered by the Senate if the bill or a companion
measure has not been first reported favorably by at least one (1) Senate
committee.

See Rule 1.15(4)—The Secretary examines legal form of bills for in-
troduction and reference.

4.5—Conference committee report

(1) The report of a conference committee shall be read to the Senate
after which the vote shall be:

(a) on adoption or rejection of the conference report and, if
adopted, the vote shall then be

(b) on final passage of the measure as amended by the con-
ference report.

Copies of conference committee reports shall be available to the mem-
bership twelve (12) hours prior to the time such report is scheduled to be
taken up on the Senate floor.

(2) The report must be acted on as a whole, being adopted or re-
jected.

(3) Each report shall include a statement sufficiently explicit to in-
form the Senate of the effect of the report on the measure to which it
relates.

(4) Except when the Senate is voting on a proposition, reports of
conference committees shall always be in order.

4.6—Reference generally

(1) All bills, including those that are strictly local in nature, shall be
referred by the President to appropriate committees and standing
subcommittees. General appropriations bills, appropriations im-
plementing bills, trust fund bills, and appropriations conforming bills
introduced by the Appropriations Committee may be placed on the
calendar without reference.

(2) Bills received by the President during a regular session and
within three (3) weeks next preceding the convening of a regular session
shall be referred within seven (7) days. Upon failure of the President to
reference such bills within this limitation, they shall be referred to
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committees recommended by the introducer. In the event of extended
absence of the President or the President’s disability or incapacity, the
President Pro Tempore shall assume the duty of referring bills.

(3) When the Legislature is not in session, the President may
change or correct a bill reference by notice to the Secretary and the bill
introducer.

See Rule 1.15—The Secretary examines legal form of bills for in-
troduction and reference.

4.7—Reference to more than one committee; effect

(1) When a bill receives more than one (1) reference, it shall be
considered by each committee separately in the order in which the
references are made. However, if any committee to which the bill is
referred makes an unfavorable report on said bill, that report shall be
filed with the Senate and no further consideration given by other
committees except by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of those Senators present
while sitting.

(2) If a committee reports a bill favorably with committee substitute
or with any amendment that substantially amends the bill, the Pre-
sident may change or correct the reference of the reported bill within
seven (7) days after the filing of the report. Notice of a reference change
shall be given to the Secretary and the introducer of the bill.

4.8—Review and reference of bills affecting appropriations,
revenue, retirement, or county or municipal spending

(1) All bills authorizing or substantially affecting appropriations or
tax revenue shall be referred to the appropriate revenue or appropria-
tions committee.

(2) All bills substantially affecting a state-funded or state-adminis-
tered retirement system shall be referred to the Governmental Over-
sight and Accountability Committee.

(3) A bill containing a local mandate as described in Article VII,
Section 18 of the State Constitution shall be referred to the Community
Affairs Committee.

(4) A bill that is amended to substantially affect appropriations or
tax revenue, a state retirement program, or expenditures or revenues as
set forth in Article VII, Section 18 of the State Constitution may, before
being placed before the Senate for final passage, be referred by the
President along with all amendments to the appropriate revenue or
appropriations committee.

4.81—Claim bills

(1) Claim bills are of two (2) types: excess judgment claims filed
pursuant to section 768.28(5), Florida Statutes, and equitable claims
filed without an underlying excess judgment.

(2) A claim bill filed by a current serving Senator must be filed by
August 1 to be considered by the Senate during the next regular session.
A claim bill filed by a newly elected Senator must be filed within thirty
(30) days after election or before the first scheduled interim committee
meeting, whichever is later. A claim bill that is filed after the deadline
may not be considered by the Senate without approval of the Rules
Committee. A motion to introduce a claim bill notwithstanding the
claim bill filing deadline shall be referred to the Rules Committee for a
hearing and a determination as to the existence of an emergency rea-
sonably compelling consideration of a claim bill notwithstanding the
claim bill filing deadline. A House claim bill that does not have a Senate
companion claim bill timely filed under this Rule shall not be considered
by the Senate. Any motion to consider a House claim bill that does not
have a timely filed Senate companion bill shall be referred to the Rules
Committee for a hearing and a determination as to the existence of an
emergency reasonably compelling consideration of a claim bill not-
withstanding the claim bill filing deadline. The determination by the
Rules Committee shall be reported back to the Senate. Upon a de-
termination by the committee that an emergency does exist, the motion
may be considered by the Senate and must be adopted by a two-thirds
(2/3) vote of those Senators present.

(3) If the President determines that a hearing is necessary to de-
termine liability, proximate cause, and damages, a special master shall
conduct a de novo hearing pursuant to reasonable notice.

In order to carry out the special master’s duties, a special master may
request the President to issue subpoenas, subpoenas duces tecum, and
other necessary process to compel the attendance of witnesses and the
production of any books, letters, or other documentary evidence which
the special master deems relevant to the evaluation of a claim. The
President may issue said process at the request of the special master.

The special master shall administer an oath to all witnesses, accept
relevant documentary and tangible evidence properly offered, record
the proceedings, and prepare a final report containing findings of fact,
conclusions of law, and recommendations. The report shall be signed by
the special master who shall be available, in person, to explain his or
her report to the committees and to the Senate.

(4) All claim bills shall be referred by the President to one (1) or
more committees for review. The Secretary shall deliver each claim bill
and the special master’s report and recommendations, if any, to the
committees of reference when the bill is placed on an agenda.

(5) Stipulations entered into by the parties are not binding on the
special master, the Senate, or its committees.

(6) The hearing and consideration of a claim bill shall be held in
abeyance until all available administrative and judicial remedies have
been exhausted; except that the hearing and consideration of a claim
that is still within the judicial or administrative systems may proceed
where the parties have executed a written settlement agreement. This
subsection does not apply to a bill which relates to a claim of wrongful
incarceration.

(7) All materials provided by litigants and others in connection with
claim bills shall be submitted in a digital form prescribed by the Se-
cretary.

See Rule 3.12—Introducers of bills; co-introducers; introducers no
longer Senators.

4.9—Reference of resolutions

(1) Substantive resolutions shall be referred by the President to a
standing committee.

(2) Resolutions that may be considered without reference to a com-
mittee include those addressing:

(a) Senate organization,
(b) condolence and commemoration that are of a statewide

nonpolitical significance, and
(c) concurrent resolutions pertaining to a legislative joint ses-

sion, a session extension, joint rules, procedure, organiza-
tion, recalling a bill from the Governor, or setting an effec-
tive date for a bill passed over the Governor’s veto.

The resolutions listed in subsection (2) may be considered and read
twice on the same day on motion and adopted at time of introduction
without reference, except that resolutions of condolence or com-
memoration that are of a statewide nonpolitical significance may be
shown as introduced, read, and adopted by publication in full in the
Journal.

4.10—Reference of a bill to different committee or removal from
committee

(1) After the President has referred a bill, the Rules Chair may move
for reference to a different committee or for removal from any committee
after the introducer of the bill has filed a request with the Rules Chair
signed by the chair of the affected committee, the Rules Chair, and the
President. This motion may be adopted by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of
those Senators present.

(2) Notwithstanding these Rules, a Senator may, during the day of
introduction of filed bills, but no later than under the Order of Business
of “Motions Relating to Committee Reference” on the second (2nd) day
on which the Senate sits, move for reference to a different committee or
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for removal from a committee. This motion may be adopted by a two-
thirds (2/3) vote of those Senators present.

4.11—Papers of miscellaneous nature; spreading remarks on the
Journal

(1) Papers of a miscellaneous nature addressed to the Senate may,
at the discretion of the President, be read, noted in the Journal, or filed
with an appropriate committee. When there is a demand to read a paper
other than one on which the Senate is called to give a final vote and the
same is objected to by any Senator, it shall be determined by a majority
vote of those Senators present.

(2) A two-thirds (2/3) vote shall be required to spread remarks
upon the Journal.

4.12—Reading of bills and joint resolutions

Each bill or joint resolution shall be read on three (3) separate days
before a vote on final passage unless decided otherwise by a two-thirds
(2/3) vote of those Senators present as provided in Article III, Section 7
of the State Constitution.

See FLA. CONST. art. III, s. 7 Passage of bills.
See FLA. CONST. art. XI, s. 1 Proposal by legislature.

4.13—Reading of concurrent resolutions and memorials

(1) Each concurrent resolution or memorial shall be read by title on
two (2) separate days before a voice vote on adoption, unless decided
otherwise by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of those Senators present.

(2) Concurrent resolutions pertaining to a joint legislative session, a
session extension, joint rules, procedure, organization, recalling a bill
from the Governor, or setting an effective date for a bill passed over the
Governor’s veto may be read a first (1st) and second (2nd) time, and
adopted on the same day.

4.14—Reading of Senate resolutions

Unless referred to a standing committee, on introduction, each Senate
resolution shall be read two (2) times on the same day by title only
before the question is put on adoption by voice vote.

4.15—Referral or postponement on third (3rd) reading

After its third (3rd) reading, a bill or joint resolution shall not be
referred or committed (except as provided under Rule 4.8) or amended
(except a corrective or title amendment) except by a two-thirds (2/3)
vote of those Senators present, nor shall the vote on passage be post-
poned to a day certain without the consent of a majority of those
Senators present.

See Rule 6.2—Motions; precedence.

4.16—Consideration out of regular order

A bill shall be considered out of regular order on the calendar on
unanimous consent of those Senators present obtained in the following
manner: prior to the consideration of the motion, the Senator moving
for unanimous consent of those Senators present shall orally give the
membership not fewer than fifteen (15) minutes notice of his or her
intention to move and shall specify the number of the bill and its po-
sition on the calendar. On entertainment of the motion, the moving
Senator shall be allowed one (1) minute to explain his or her purpose,
and unanimous consent of those Senators present shall be given or
refused without further debate.

See Rule 4.3(2)—Daily Order of Business.

4.17—Procedure to establish Special Order Calendars and
Consent Calendars

(1) Commencing fifteen (15) days prior to a regular session and
continuing through any extension thereof, the Rules Chair, Majority
Leader, and Minority Leader shall together submit a Special Order
Calendar determining the list of bills for consideration by the Senate.
The President shall determine the order in which such bills appear on
the published Special Order Calendar.

(2) A Special Order Calendar submitted for the first (1st) day, sec-
ond (2nd) day, or last fourteen (14) days of a regular session shall be
published in one (1) daily calendar and may be considered on the day of
publication. A Special Order Calendar for any other day during a reg-
ular session shall be published in two (2) daily calendars and may be
considered on the second (2nd) day of publication.

(a) Bills that had been scheduled for a Special Order Calendar
for a previous sitting may be included in the next Special
Order Calendar.

(b) A bill appearing on a Special Order Calendar may be
stricken by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of those Senators pre-
sent.

(c) A bill appearing on the calendar of bills on second (2nd)
reading may be added to the end of the Special Order Cal-
endar by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of Senators present.

(d) All bills set as Special Orders for consideration at the same
hour shall take precedence in the order in which they were
given preference.

(e) A Special Order Calendar may not be submitted by the
Rules Chair, Majority Leader, and Minority Leader and
considered by the Senate on the same day.

(3) A two-thirds (2/3) vote of those Senators present shall be re-
quired to establish a Special Order except as provided in this Rule.

(4) Notice of date, time, and place for the establishment of the
Special Order Calendars shall be published in at least one (1) Senate
calendar or by announcement from the floor.

(5) With the approval of the President, the Rules Chair may submit
a Consent Calendar to be presented in conjunction with the Special
Order Calendars.

(a) When such a day is designated, all bills appearing on the
Consent Calendar shall be considered in their order of ap-
pearance.

(b) Amendments shall be limited to accompanying committee
amendments, noncontroversial and technical amendments,
and amendments required to conform a House companion
bill to the Senate bill.

(c) When a Senator objects to consideration of a bill on a Con-
sent Calendar, the bill shall be removed from the Consent
Calendar but retain its order on the Second (2nd) Reading
Calendar.

(d) All Consent Calendar bills must have appeared in at least
one (1) daily calendar.

4.18—Local Bill Calendar

Local bills shall be disposed of according to the calendar of bills of a
local nature and shall be considered only at such time as determined by
the Rules Chair and approved by the President. Any Senator from the
delegation for the local area affected by a bill on the Local Bill Calendar
may object to consideration of the bill and the bill shall be removed from
such calendar.

4.19—Order after second (2nd) reading

(1) After a Senate bill has been read a second (2nd) time and
amended and all questions relative to it have been disposed of, it shall
be referred to the engrossing clerk to be immediately engrossed. It shall
then be placed on the calendar of bills on third (3rd) reading to be
considered during the next Senate sitting.

(2) Amendments filed with the Secretary, but not formally moved,
shall not be construed as pending and shall not deter advancement of a
bill to third (3rd) reading.

(3) A bill shall be available for its third (3rd) reading when it has
been read a second (2nd) time on a previous day and no motion left
pending.

(4) Bills calendared for second (2nd) or third (3rd) reading shall not
be considered on such reading until reached in the proper order and
read by title as directed by the President.
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4.20—Enrolling

The Secretary shall be responsible for the enrolling of Senate bills.
After enrollment, all bills shall be signed by the President and the Se-
cretary and the enrolling report shall be published in the Journal.

See FLA. CONST. art. III, s. 7 Passage of bills.

4.21—Veto messages

Veto messages shall be referred to the Rules Committee.

See FLA. CONST. art. III, s. 8 Executive approval and veto.

RULE FIVE

VOTING

5.1—Taking the yeas and nays; objection to voting conflicts

(1) The President shall declare all votes, but, if five (5) Senators
immediately question the declared result of a voice vote by a show of
hands, the President shall take the vote by yeas and nays or electronic
roll call. When taking yeas and nays on any question, the electronic roll
call system may be used and shall have the force and effect of a roll call
taken as provided in these Rules. This system may also be used to
determine the presence of a quorum. When the Senate is ready to vote
on a question requiring roll call and the vote is by electronic roll call, the
President shall state: “The Secretary will unlock the board and Senators
prepare to vote.” When sufficient time has elapsed for each Senator to
vote, the President shall say: “Have all Senators voted?” And, after a
short pause, shall state: “The Secretary will now lock the board and
record the vote.” When the vote is completely recorded, the President
shall announce the result to the Senate; and the Secretary shall enter
the result in the Journal. When the Senate is equally divided, the
question shall be lost.

(2) A point of order questioning the decision of a Senator not to
abstain from voting on account of a conflict of interest may be raised
after the vote has been recorded and before the result is announced.

See Rule 1.20—Attendance, voting, and disclosure of conflicts.
See Rule 1.39—Disclosure of conflict of interest and prohibition on
voting thereon.
See FLA. CONST. art. III, s. 4(c) Quorum and procedure.

5.2—Change of vote; votes after a roll call; vote verification

(1) After the result of the vote has been announced by the President,
a Senator with unanimous consent of those Senators present may
change his or her vote or cast a late vote on the matter.

(2) Records of vote change and after the roll call requests shall be
available at the Secretary’s desk throughout the day’s sitting.

(3) An original roll call shall not be altered, but, if no objection is
raised before the close of business that day, timely filed changes of votes
and votes after the roll call shall be accepted and recorded under the
original roll call in the Journal.

(4) No such change of vote or vote after the roll call request shall be
accepted if such vote would alter the result of the vote on final passage
of the matter until the matter shall first have been returned to the desk
and reconsidered.

(5) On request of a Senator before considering other business, the
President shall order a verification of a vote.

5.3—Casting vote for another; quorum

(1) No Senator shall cast a vote for another Senator unless the
Senator is present in the Chamber area and requests the casting of said
vote, nor shall a person not a Senator cast a vote for a Senator. No
Senator shall cast a vote for another Senator during a quorum call.

(2) A Senator who shall, without such authorization, vote or attempt
to vote for another Senator may be punished as the Senate may deem
proper.

(3) A person not a Senator who votes in the place of a Senator shall
be excluded from the Chamber for the remainder of the session.

5.5—Explanation of vote

No Senator shall be permitted to explain his or her vote during a roll
call but may submit a brief explanation in writing to the Secretary, who
shall enter it in the Journal.

See Rule 2.31—Explanation of vote; deferring a vote prohibited.

5.6—Election by ballot

In all cases of ballot, a majority of the votes cast shall be necessary to
an election. If, however, no one is elected on the first three (3) ballots,
the names after the top two (2) in number of votes received on the third
(3rd) tally shall be dropped, and the Senate shall ballot on the two (2)
names remaining.

RULE SIX

MOTIONS AND PRECEDENCE

6.1—Motions; how made, withdrawn

(1) Procedural motions may be made orally. On request of the Pres-
ident, a Senator shall submit his or her motion in writing. After a mo-
tion has been stated or read by the President, it shall be deemed to be in
possession of the Senate and, without a second, shall be disposed of by
vote of the Senate.

(2) The mover may withdraw a motion, except a motion to re-
consider, as hereinafter provided, at any time before the same has been
amended or before the vote shall have commenced.

6.2—Motions; precedence

(1) When a question is under debate, the President shall receive no
motion except:

(a) To reconsider and leave pending a main question
See Rule 6.4—Reconsideration generally.

(b) To adjourn
1. At a time certain
2. Instanter

See FLA. CONST. art. III, s. 3(e) Sessions of the leg-
islature.

(c) To recess
See Rule 1.2—The President calls the Senate to order; in-
formal recess.

(d) Questions of privilege
See Rule 8.11—Questions of privilege.

(e) To proceed to the consideration of executive business
(f) To reconsider

See Rule 6.4—Reconsideration generally.
(g) To limit debate

See Rule 8.6—Limitation on debate.
(h) To temporarily postpone

See Rule 6.11—Temporarily postpone.
(i) To postpone to a day certain
(j) To commit to a standing committee

See Rule 4.15—Referral or postponement on third (3rd)
reading.

(k) To commit to a select committee
See Rule 4.15—Referral or postponement on third (3rd)
reading.

(l) To amend
See Rule 7—Amendments.

(m) To postpone indefinitely
See Rule 6.9—Motion to indefinitely postpone.

which shall have precedence in the descending order given.

(2) The President shall present all questions in the order in which
they are moved unless the subsequent motion is of a higher precedence.

(3) Motions for the previous question and to lay on the table shall
not be entertained.

March 2, 2021 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE 23



(4) When a motion is under consideration, but prior to the com-
mencement of the vote, a substitute motion shall be in order. Only one
(1) substitute shall be considered concurrently and the substitute shall
be in the same order of precedence.

(5) A motion to discharge Senate conferees and to appoint or in-
struct said conferees as set forth in Rule 2.19 is a motion of the highest
privilege and this motion shall have precedence over all other questions
except motions to adjourn or recess and questions of privilege.

6.3—Division of question

(1) A Senator may move for a division of a question when the sense
will admit of it, which shall be decided by a majority vote.

(2) A motion to delete and insert shall be deemed indivisible; a
motion to delete, being lost, shall neither preclude amendment nor a
motion to delete and insert.

6.4—Reconsideration generally

(1) When a main question (the vote on passage of a measure, in-
cluding a vote on a veto message, confirmation of executive appoint-
ments, removal or suspension from office) has been decided by the
Senate, a Senator voting with the prevailing side may move for re-
consideration of the question on the day the matter was decided or on
the next day on which the Senate sits.

(a) If the question has been decided by voice vote, any Senator
may move for reconsideration thereof.

(b) When a majority of those Senators present vote in the af-
firmative on the question but the proposition is lost because
it is one in which the concurrence of more than a majority
of those Senators present is necessary for adoption or pas-
sage, any Senator may move for reconsideration.

(2) Such motion to reconsider may be made prior to or pending a
motion to recess or adjourn.

(3) Consideration of a motion to reconsider shall be a special and
continuing order of business for the Senate at its next sitting and, un-
less taken up under the proper order of business on that day by motion
of any Senator, shall be deemed abandoned. If the Senate shall refuse to
reconsider or, on reconsideration, shall confirm its first decision, no
further motion to reconsider shall be in order except on unanimous
consent of those Senators present.

(4) During the last fourteen (14) days of a regular session, a motion
to reconsider shall be considered when made.

6.5—Reconsideration; vote required

The affirmative votes of a majority of those Senators present shall be
required to adopt a motion to reconsider.

6.6—Reconsideration; debate; time limits

Debate shall be allowed on a motion to reconsider only when the
question which it is proposed to reconsider is debatable. When the
question is debatable, no Senator shall speak thereon more than once or
longer than five (5) minutes.

6.7—Reconsideration; collateral matters and procedural mo-
tions

A motion to reconsider a collateral matter must be disposed of during
the course of the consideration of the main subject to which it is related,
and such motion shall be out of order after the Senate has passed to
other business. Reconsideration of a procedural motion shall be con-
sidered on the same day and at the same time it is made.

6.8—Reconsideration; Secretary to hold for period

The Secretary shall hold all bills for the period after passage during
which reconsideration may be moved. The adoption of a motion to waive
the Rules by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of those Senators present and
immediately certify any bill to the House shall be construed as releasing
the measure from the Secretary’s possession for the period of re-
consideration and shall, thereafter, preclude reconsideration. Unless

otherwise directed by the President, during the last fourteen (14) days
of a regular session and during any extension thereof, or during a
special session, bills shall be immediately transmitted to the House.
Messages relating to Senate action on House amendments or to con-
ference committee reports shall be transmitted by the Secretary forth-
with.

See Rule 1.17—The Secretary transmits bills to the House of Repre-
sentatives.
See Rule 6.4—Reconsideration generally.

6.9—Motion to indefinitely postpone

A motion to indefinitely postpone is debatable and, if approved, shall
dispose of a measure for the duration of the legislative session and all
extensions thereof. A motion to postpone consideration to a time beyond
the last day allowed under the State Constitution for the current leg-
islative session shall be construed as a motion to indefinitely postpone.
Motions to indefinitely postpone shall not be applicable to collateral
matters.

6.10—Committee substitute; withdrawn

Once a bill has been reported as a committee substitute, it may be
withdrawn from further consideration only by motion of the introducer
and unanimous consent of the Senators present.

6.11—Temporarily postpone

(1) The motion to temporarily postpone shall be decided without
debate and shall cause a measure to be set aside but retained on the
desk.

(2) If a main question has been temporarily postponed after having
been debated or after motions have been applied and is not brought
back up during the same sitting, it shall be placed under the order of
unfinished business on the Senate calendar. If a main question is
temporarily postponed before debate has commenced or motions have
been applied, its reading shall be considered a nullity and the bill shall
retain its original position on the order of business during that sitting;
otherwise, the bill reverts to the status of bills on second (2nd) or third
(3rd) reading, as applicable.

(3) The motion to return to consideration of a temporarily postponed
main question shall be made under the proper order of business when
no other matter is pending.

(4) If applied to a collateral matter, the motion to temporarily
postpone shall not cause the main question to be carried with it. After
having been temporarily postponed, if a collateral matter is not brought
back before the Senate in the course of consideration of the adhering or
main question, it shall be deemed abandoned.

RULE SEVEN

AMENDMENTS

7.1—General form; germanity requirement; notice; manner of
consideration; filing deadlines

(1) No main amendment to a bill on any Senate calendar shall be
considered by the Senate unless the amendment was prepared in proper
form and filed with the Secretary no later than 2:00 p.m. the day before
it is to be offered at a sitting.

(2) Substitutes for main amendments shall be filed by 4:00 p.m. and
amendments to main amendments and amendments to substitute
amendments by 5:00 p.m.

(3) No proposition on a subject different from that under con-
sideration shall be admitted in the form of an amendment.

(4) Copies of such amendments shall be made reasonably available
by the Secretary before the sitting, upon request, to the Senators and to
the public.

(5) Consideration of all amendments not timely filed in accordance
with this Rule requires a two-thirds (2/3) vote of those Senators
present, if any Senator requests that such vote be taken.
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(6) Amendments shall be filed with the Secretary on forms pre-
scribed by the Secretary but shall be considered only after sponsors gain
recognition from the President to move their adoption, except that the
chair of the committee (or, in the chair’s absence, the vice chair or any
member thereof) reporting the measure under consideration shall have
preference for the presentation of committee amendments.

(7) An amendment shall be deemed pending only after its sponsor
has been recognized by the President and has moved its adoption.
Amendments that have been filed with the Secretary but have not been
formally moved for adoption shall not be deemed to be pending.

(8) The following bills are out of order and shall not be admitted or
considered in the form of an amendment to a bill on the calendar and
under consideration by the Senate:

(a) Bills that have received an unfavorable committee report.
(b) Bills that have been withdrawn from further consideration

by the introducer.
(c) Bills the substance of which have not been reported favor-

ably by all committees of reference.
(d) Bills that have not been published in at least one (1) daily

calendar under Bills on Second (2nd) Reading.

Amendments covered by this Rule shall be substantially the same and
identical as to specific intent and purpose as the measures described in
paragraphs (a), (b), (c), or (d).

(9) Reviser’s bills may be amended only by making deletions.

7.2—Adoption

(1) On second (2nd) reading, amendments may be adopted by a
majority vote of those Senators present.

(2) On third (3rd) reading, amendments and amendments to
amendments, including substitute amendments and amendments to a
substitute amendment, shall be adopted by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of
those Senators present.

(3) On third (3rd) reading, amendments to the title or corrective
amendments may be decided, without debate, by a majority vote of
those Senators present.

See Rule 4.15—Referral or postponement on third (3rd) reading.

7.3—Sequence of amendments to amendments

(1) An amendment to a pending amendment may be received, but
until it is disposed of, no other motion to amend will be in order, except a
substitute amendment or an amendment to the substitute. Such
amendments are to be disposed of in the following order:

(Amendment chart, as adopted, is not shown here but is included in
the published Senate Rules Manual.)

(a) Amendments to the amendment are acted on before the
substitute is taken up. Only one (1) amendment to the
amendment may be pending.

(b) Amendments to the substitute are next voted on.
(c) The substitute then is voted on.

(2) If a substitute amendment is adopted in place of an original main
amendment, it shall be treated as an amendment to the bill itself.

(3) The following third (3rd) degree amendments are out of order:

(a) A substitute amendment for an amendment to the amend-
ment.

(b) A substitute amendment for an amendment to the sub-
stitute.

(c) An amendment to an amendment to the amendment.
(d) An amendment to an amendment to the substitute

amendment.

7.4—Deleting everything after enacting clause

An amendment deleting everything after the enacting clause of a bill,
or the resolving clause of a resolution, and inserting new language of

the same or related subject as stated in the original title shall be
deemed proper and germane.

7.5—Amendment by section

Adoption of an amendment to a section shall not preclude further
amendment of that section. If a bill is being considered section by sec-
tion or item by item, only amendments to the section or item under
consideration shall be in order. The President, in recognizing Senators
for the purpose of moving the adoption of amendments, shall endeavor
to cause all amendments to section 1 to be considered first, then all
those in section 2, and so on. After all sections have been considered
separately, the entire bill shall be open for amendment.

7.6—Printing in Journal

All amendments taken up by the Senate unless withdrawn shall be
printed in the Journal, except that an amendment to the general ap-
propriations bill constituting an entirely new bill shall not be printed
until the filing of the conference committee report. All item amend-
ments to the general appropriations bill shall be printed.

7.7—Senate amendments to House bills

A House bill may be amended in the same manner as a Senate bill. If
a House bill is amended, this action shall be noted by the Secretary on
the jacket before it is transmitted to the House.

7.8—House amendments to Senate bills

(1) After the reading of a House amendment to a Senate bill, the
Senate may consider the following motions in order of their precedence:

(a) Amend the House amendment,
(b) Concur in the House amendment,
(c) Refuse to concur in the House amendment and ask the

House to recede, or
(d) Request a conference committee.

(2) The adoption of any of the foregoing motions shall be by ma-
jority vote of those Senators present.

7.9—House refusal to concur in Senate amendment

(1) If the House shall refuse to concur in a Senate amendment to a
House bill, the Senate may consider the following motions in order of
their precedence:

(a) Recede,
(b) Insist that the House concur and request a conference

committee, or
(c) Insist that the House concur.

(2) The adoption of any of the foregoing motions shall be by ma-
jority vote of those Senators present.

RULE EIGHT

DECORUM AND DEBATE

8.1—Decorum and debate

(1) When a Senator desires to speak or present a matter to the
Senate, the Senator shall rise at his or her seat and address himself or
herself to “Mr. or Madam President” and, on being recognized, may
address the Senate from his or her desk or from the well of the Senate
and shall confine any remarks to the question under debate, avoiding
personality.

(2) A Senator shall not address or refer to another Senator by his or
her first name. A Senator shall use the appellation of “Senator” or such
appellation and the district number of the Senator being addressed, or a
Senator may also use such appellation and the surname of the Senator
referred to or addressed.

8.2—Presiding officer’s power of recognition

When two (2) or more Senators rise at once, the presiding officer shall
recognize the Senator who is to speak first.
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8.3—Interruptions; when allowed

(1) No Senator shall be interrupted by another without the consent
of the Senator who has the floor, except by:

(a) Rising to a question of privilege;
(b) Rising to a point of order requiring an immediate ruling;
(c) Rising to appeal a decision of the presiding officer con-

cerning a point of order (if the appeal is made immediately
following the decision);

(d) Rising to make a parliamentary inquiry requiring an im-
mediate reply; or

(e) Rising to question the existence of a quorum.

(2) The presiding officer shall strictly enforce this Rule.

8.4—Senator speaking, rights

(1) When a Senator is speaking and another Senator interrupts to
request recognition, the presiding officer may ask the person rising to
state why he or she desires the floor. If the question the Senator desires
to raise is of higher precedence than the pending question, the Senator
originally speaking shall relinquish the floor until the question having
precedence is disposed of. The Senator then is entitled to resume the
floor.

(2) The Senator making a debatable motion or the introducer of a
bill shall have five (5) minutes in order to close debate.

8.5—Limit on speaking

No Senator shall speak longer than thirty (30) minutes without
yielding the floor, except by consent of a majority of those Senators
present.

8.6—Limitation on debate

When a matter is under debate by the Senate, a Senator may move to
limit debate, and such motion shall be decided without debate, except
the introducer of the matter on which debate would be limited shall
have five (5) minutes to discuss said motion. If, by a two-thirds (2/3)
vote of those Senators present, the question is decided in the affirma-
tive, debate shall be limited accordingly. Debate may be further ex-
tended by a majority vote.

8.7—Points of order, parliamentary inquiry, definitions

(1) A “point of order” is the parliamentary device used to require a
deliberative body to observe its own rules and to follow established
parliamentary practice.

(2) A “parliamentary inquiry” is a request for information from the
presiding officer:

(a) About business pending or soon to be pending before the
Senate; or

(b) A device for obtaining a predetermination of a rule or a
clarification thereof which may be presented in hypothetical
form.

8.9—Appeals

The ruling of a presiding officer may be appealed. The appeal of a
decision of the presiding officer must be made promptly before debate
has concluded or other business has intervened. A point of order on any
other question is not in order while an appeal is pending, but a point of
order relating to the appeal may be raised; and, if the determination of
the appeal is dependent on this point, it may be decided by the presiding
officer. This second (2nd) decision is also subject to appeal.

8.10—Appeals debatable

An appeal of a decision of the presiding officer on a point of order is
debatable even though the question from which it arose was not de-
batable.

8.11—Questions of privilege

(1) Questions of privilege have two (2) forms:

(a) Privilege of the Senate—Those affecting the rights of the
Senate collectively, its safety, dignity, and the integrity of
its proceedings; and

(b) Privilege of a Senator—The rights, reputation, and conduct
of Senators individually, in their representative capacity
only.

(2) These shall have precedence over all other questions except
motions to adjourn or recess. A question of privilege affecting the Senate
takes precedence over a question of privilege affecting an individual
Senator.

RULE NINE

LOBBYING

9.1—Those required to register

All persons (except those specifically exempted) who seek to encour-
age the passage, defeat, or modification of legislation in the Senate or
before its committees shall, before engaging in such activity, register as
prescribed by law and the Joint Rules of the Florida Legislature.

9.2—Obligations of lobbyist

(1) A lobbyist shall supply facts, information, and opinions of prin-
cipals to legislators from the point of view from which he or she openly
declares. A lobbyist shall not offer or propose anything to improperly
influence the official act, decision, or vote of a legislator.

(2) A lobbyist, by personal example and admonition to colleagues,
shall uphold the honor and dignity of the Chamber in all of his or her
dealings with the Senate.

(3) A lobbyist shall not knowingly and willfully falsify a material
fact or make any false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement or re-
presentation or make or use any writing or document knowing the same
contains any false, fictitious, or fraudulent statements or entry.

(4) A lobbyist may not make any expenditure prohibited by section
11.045(4)(a), Florida Statutes, or by law.

9.3—Lobbyists’ requirements

A lobbyist shall adhere to the statutory requirements for lobbyists
provided by law and the Joint Rules.

9.35—Contributions during sessions

During a regular legislative session, and during an extended or spe-
cial session as further provided for in Rule 1.361(2), a lobbyist may not
directly or indirectly contribute to a Senator’s own campaign, or to any
organization that is registered, or should have been registered, with the
Rules Committee pursuant to Rule 1.361(3).

9.4—Advisory opinions

(1) A lobbyist, when in doubt about the applicability and inter-
pretation of Rule Nine in a particular context, may submit in writing a
statement of the facts involved to the Rules Committee and may appear
in person before said committee.

(2) The Rules Committee may render advisory opinions to any lob-
byist who seeks advice as to whether or not the facts in a particular case
will constitute a violation of these Rules. All opinions shall delete names
and be numbered, dated, and published in the Journal.

9.5—Compilation of opinions

The Secretary shall compile all advisory opinions of the Rules Com-
mittee.

9.6—Violations; investigations, penalties

(1) Any person may file a sworn complaint with the Rules Chair
alleging a violation of the Rules regulating the conduct and ethics of
lobbyists. The complainant shall also file a copy of the sworn complaint
with the Senate General Counsel.
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The complaint shall be based on personal knowledge, shall state de-
tailed facts, shall specify the actions of the named lobbyist which form
the basis for the complaint, shall attach all documentation on which the
complaint is based, and shall identify the specific Rule alleged by the
complainant to have been violated by the lobbyist.

(a) Upon a determination by the Rules Chair that the com-
plaint fails to state facts supporting a finding of a violation
of the Senate Rules, the complaint shall be dismissed.

(b) Upon a determination by the Rules Chair that the com-
plaint states facts that, if true, would be a violation of the
Senate Rules, the complaint shall be referred to a special
master or select committee to determine probable cause. If a
select committee is appointed, it shall be comprised of an
odd number of members.

1. The special master or select committee shall give
reasonable notice to the lobbyist who is alleged to
have violated the Rules, shall conduct an investiga-
tion, and shall grant the lobbyist an opportunity to be
heard. A report and recommendation shall then be
prepared.

2. The report and recommendation is advisory only and
shall be presented to the Rules Chair and the Pre-
sident as soon as practicable after the close of the
investigation.

3. If the report and recommendation conclude that the
facts do not support a finding of probable cause, the
complaint shall be dismissed by the Rules Chair.

4. If the complaint is not dismissed, another select
committee will be appointed and shall consider the
report and recommendation, shall grant the lobbyist
an opportunity to be heard, and shall develop its own
recommendation.

5. If the select committee votes to dismiss the complaint,
the chair shall dismiss the complaint.

6. Otherwise, the report and recommendation and the
recommendation of the select committee shall be
presented to the President.

7. The President shall present the committee’s re-
commendation, along with the report and re-
commendation, to the Senate for final action.

(2) The Rules Chair shall act within thirty (30) days of receipt of a
complaint, unless a concurrent jurisdiction is conducting an investiga-
tion, in which case a decision may be deferred until such investigation is
complete.

(3) Nothing in this Rule prohibits a Rules Chair from allowing a
lobbyist to correct or prevent an inadvertent, technical, or otherwise de
minimis violation by informal means.

(4) Nothing in this Rule prohibits the Rules Chair or a select com-
mittee appointed pursuant to this Rule from recommending a consent
decree if agreed to by the lobbyist. The decree shall state findings of fact
and set forth an appropriate penalty. If the Senate accepts the consent
decree, the complaint shall be deemed resolved.

(5) Separately from any prosecutions or penalties otherwise pro-
vided by law, any person determined to have violated the requirements
of Rule Nine shall be admonished, censured, reprimanded, placed on
probation, or prohibited from lobbying for the duration of the session
and from appearing before any Senate committee. Such determination
shall be made by a majority vote of the Senate.

9.7—Committees to be diligent

Committees shall be diligent to ascertain whether those who appear
before them, in other than an obviously individual capacity, have con-
formed to the requirements of Rule Nine, the Joint Rules, and any other
applicable law, and shall report violations. No committee member shall
knowingly permit an unregistered lobbyist to be heard.

9.8—Lobbyist expenditures and compensation

See Senate Rules Appendix A for lobbyist expenditures and com-
pensation requirements. The appendix is hereby incorporated by ref-
erence as a Rule.

RULE TEN

CHAMBER OF THE SENATE

10.1—Persons entitled to admission

(1) No person shall be admitted to the main floor of the Senate
Chamber while the Senate is sitting except present members of the
Senate, all officers and employees of the Senate in the performance of
their duties, and persons charged with messages or papers to the Sen-
ate. Also entitled to admission are the Governor or one (1) representa-
tive designated by the Governor, the Lieutenant Governor, Cabinet of-
ficers, former Governors, present and former United States Senators,
present and former members of the House of Representatives of the
United States and of this State, Justices of the Supreme Court, former
State Senators of Florida, and persons by invitation of the President.

(2) A special section of the gallery shall be reserved for members of
the families of Senators.

10.2—Exception to Chamber admission Rule

Except at the discretion of the President, no person entitled to ad-
mission shall be admitted if registered pursuant to Rule Nine. During a
sitting, no person admitted under this Rule shall engage in any lobbying
activity involving a measure pending before the Legislature during the
legislative session.

10.3—Admission of media by President

Members of the media, in performance of their duties, shall be as-
signed to a section specifically set aside for them, and shall not be al-
lowed on the Senate floor while the Senate is sitting, except with the
approval of the President.

10.4—Attire

All persons on the main floor of the Senate Chamber and in the gal-
lery (with the exception of visitors in that portion of the gallery set aside
for the general public) shall wear appropriate business attire at all
times while the Senate is sitting.

10.5—Gallery

No food or beverages shall be allowed in the gallery at any time.

RULE ELEVEN

CONSTRUCTION AND WAIVER OF RULES

11.1—Interpretation of Rules

It shall be the duty of the President, or the temporary presiding of-
ficer, to interpret all Rules.

11.2—Waiver and suspension of Rules

(1) These Rules shall not be waived or suspended except by a two-
thirds (2/3) vote of those Senators present. The motion, when made,
shall be decided without debate.

(2) A motion to waive a Rule requiring unanimous consent of the
Senate shall require unanimous consent of those Senators present for
approval.

11.3—Changes in Rules

(1) All proposed revisions of the Senate Rules shall be first referred
to the Rules Committee, which shall report as soon thereafter as prac-
ticable. Consideration of such a report shall always be in order.

(2) The Rules Committee may originate reports and resolutions
dealing with the Senate Rules and the Order of Business which may be
approved by a two-thirds (2/3) vote, and such power shall be ex-
clusive, provided, however, that any report made pursuant to this Rule
may be amended by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of those Senators present.
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11.4—Majority action

Unless otherwise indicated by the Senate Rules or the State Con-
stitution, all action by the Senate or any of its committees or sub-
committees, including references to “members present” or “Senators
present,” shall be by majority vote of those Senators present and
voting.

See FLA. CONST. art. X, s. 12(e) Rules of construction.

11.5—Uniform construction

When in the Senate Rules reference is made to a “two-thirds (2/3)
vote,” it shall be construed to mean two-thirds (2/3) of those Senators
present and voting except that two-thirds (2/3) of the entire membership
of the Senate shall be required when so indicated.

11.6—General; definitions

When used in the Senate Rules, the following words shall, unless the
text otherwise indicates, have the following respective meaning:

(1) The singular always includes the plural.

(2) Except where specifically provided or where the context in-
dicates otherwise, the use of the word “bill,” “measure,” “question,” or
“matter” means a bill, joint resolution, concurrent resolution, resolu-
tion, or memorial.

(3) In addition to the definition in subsection (2), “matter” also
means an amendment, an appointment, or a suspension.

(4) “Introducer” shall mean the first-named Senator on a bill. In the
case of a bill originally introduced by a committee, the committee shall
be the introducer.

11.7—Sources of procedural authority

The latest edition of Mason’s Manual of Legislative Procedure, Jef-
ferson’s Manual, or other manuals of comparable legislative application
may be consulted, but shall not be binding, when a question of parlia-
mentary procedure is not addressed by the State Constitution, these
Rules, Joint Rules, or prior rulings of the presidents.

RULE TWELVE

EXECUTIVE SESSIONS, APPOINTMENTS,
SUSPENSIONS, AND REMOVALS

PART ONE—EXECUTIVE SESSIONS

12.1—Executive session; authority

The business of the Senate shall be transacted openly and not in
executive session except under conditions pursuant to Article III, Sec-
tion 4(b) of the State Constitution.

12.2—Executive session; purpose

Pursuant to Article III, Section 4(b) of the State Constitution, the
Senate may resolve itself into executive session for the sole purpose of
considering appointment, removal, or suspension. No one shall be in
attendance except Senators, the Secretary, and staff as approved by the
President, who shall be sworn not to disclose any executive business
without consent of the Senate.

12.3—Executive session; vote required

When the Senate agrees, by a majority of those Senators present,
that specified appointments, removals, or suspensions shall be con-
sidered in executive session, such shall be calendared for formal con-
sideration by the Senate.

12.4—Executive session; work product confidentiality

All information and remarks including committee work product con-
cerning the character and qualification, together with the vote on each
appointment, removal, or suspension considered in executive session

shall be kept confidential except information on which the bans of
confidentiality were lifted by the Senate while in executive session.

12.5—Executive session; separate Journal

A separate Journal shall be kept of executive proceedings of the
Senate, and no information regarding same shall be made public except
by order of the Senate or by order of a court of competent jurisdiction.

12.6—Violation of Rule

Violation of the above Rules as to the confidentiality of the proceed-
ings of executive sessions shall be considered by the Senate as sufficient
grounds for unseating the offending Senator.

PART TWO—APPOINTMENTS, SUSPENSIONS, AND
REMOVALS

12.7—Procedure; generally

Except as otherwise herein provided, on receipt by the Senate of
appointments or suspensions on which action by the Senate is required,
the President shall refer each to the Ethics and Elections Committee,
other appropriate committee or committees, or a special master ap-
pointed by the President. Any such committee, subcommittee, or special
master shall make inquiry or investigation and hold hearings, as ap-
propriate, and advise the President and the Senate with a re-
commendation and the necessity for deliberating the subject in execu-
tive session. Reports and findings of the committee, subcommittee, or
special master appointed pursuant hereto are advisory only and shall be
made to the President. The report of the committee, subcommittee, or
special master may be privileged and confidential. The President may
order the report presented to the Senate in either open or executive
session, or the President may refer it to the Rules Committee for its
consideration and report. When the report is presented to the Senate
during an open sitting or received by the Rules Committee, the report
shall lose its privileged and confidential character.

12.8—Procedure on executive appointments

(1) Upon receipt of a request from the Governor or other appointing
official or authority for the return of the documentation of an appoint-
ment, which appointment has not been acted upon by the Senate, the
Secretary, upon consultation with the President, shall return the ap-
pointment documentation and the return shall be noted in the Journal.
The appointee whose appointment was returned continues in office
until the end of the next ensuing regular session of the Legislature or
until the Senate confirms a successor, whichever occurs first.

(2) If the appointment returned was made by the Governor, official
or authority’s predecessor, the appointee shall not be subject to the
provisions of section 114.05(1)(e) or (f), Florida Statutes, during the
period of withdrawal.

(3) If the appointment returned was made by the Governor, official
or authority requesting the return, for purposes of section 114.05(1)(e)
and (f), Florida Statutes, the returned appointment shall be treated as if
the Senate failed to consider the appointment.

12.9—Procedure upon receipt of an executive suspension

(1) Unless suspension proceedings are held in abeyance, the com-
mittee, subcommittee, or special master shall institute action by
transmitting a notice of hearing for a prehearing conference or a
hearing on the merits within ninety (90) days after the Secretary of the
Senate receives the suspension order. The Governor and the suspended
official shall be given reasonable notice in writing of any hearing or
prehearing conference before the committee, subcommittee, or special
master. If the Governor files an amended suspension order, the atten-
tion of the Senate, committee, subcommittee, or special master shall be
directed to the amended suspension order.

(2) An executive suspension of a public official who has pending
against him or her criminal charges, or an executive suspension of a
public official that is challenged in a court shall be referred to the Ethics
and Elections Committee, other appropriate committee, or special
master; however, all inquiry or investigation or hearings thereon shall
be held in abeyance and the matter shall not be considered by the
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Senate, committee, subcommittee, or special master until the pending
charges have been dismissed, or until final determination of the crim-
inal charges at the trial court level, or until the final determination of a
court challenge, if any, and the exhaustion of all appellate remedies for
any of the above. The committee, subcommittee, or special master shall
institute action within ninety (90) days after the conclusion of any
pending proceedings. Notwithstanding an abeyance, the committee,
subcommittee, or special master and the Senate may proceed if the
written consent of counsel for the Governor and of the suspended official
is obtained. Nothing in this Rule shall be interpreted as preventing the
Senate from proceeding if the Senate President determines due process
so requires.

(3) The committee, subcommittee, or special master may provide for
a prehearing conference with counsel for the Governor and the sus-
pended official to narrow the issues involved in the suspension. At such
conference, both the Governor and the suspended official shall set forth
the names and addresses of all the witnesses they intend to call, the
nature of their testimony, photocopies of all documentary evidence, and
a description of all physical evidence that will be relied on by the parties
at the hearing. Each shall state briefly what each expects to prove by
such testimony and evidence. The suspended official may file with the
Secretary, no later than ten (10) days prior to the first (1st) prehearing
conference, or no later than the date set by the committee, sub-
committee, or special master if no prehearing conference is held, all
written defenses or matters in avoidance of the charges contained in the
suspension order.

(4) When it is advisable, the committee, subcommittee, or special
master may request that the Governor file a bill of particulars con-
taining a statement of further facts and circumstances supporting the
suspension order. Within twenty (20) days after receipt of the Gover-
nor’s bill of particulars, the suspended officer shall file a response with
the committee, subcommittee, or special master. Such response shall
specifically admit or deny the facts or circumstances set forth in the
Governor’s bill of particulars, and may further make such representa-
tion of fact and circumstances or assert such further defenses as are
responsive to the bill of particulars or as may bear on the matter of the
suspension.

(5) The Senate may act on the recommendations of the committee,
subcommittee, or special master at any time it is sitting but shall do so
no later than the end of the next regular session of the Legislature.

(6) Within sixty (60) days after the Senate has completed final ac-
tion on the recommendation of the committee, subcommittee, or special
master, any party to the suspension matter may request the return, at
that party’s expense, of any exhibit, document, or other evidence in-
troduced by that party. After the expiration of sixty (60) days from the
date the Senate has completed final action, the committee, sub-
committee, or special master may dispose of such exhibits or other
evidence.

See FLA. CONST. art. IV, s. 7(b) Suspensions; filling office during
suspensions.

12.10—Adjudication of guilt not required to remove suspended
officer

For the purposes of Article IV, Section 7(b) of the State Constitution,
the Senate may find that the suspended official has committed a felony
notwithstanding that a court may have withheld adjudication of guilt
upon which the suspension order is based in whole or in part.

12.11—Special master; appointment

The President may appoint and contract for the services of a special
master to perform such duties and make such reports in relation to
suspensions and removals as he or she shall prescribe.

12.12—Special master; floor privilege

With consent of the President, the special master may have the pri-
vilege of the Senate floor to present and explain the report and answer
questions as to the law and facts involved.

12.13—Issuance of subpoenas and process

The committee, subcommittee, and special master shall each have the
authority to request the issuance of subpoenas, subpoenas duces tecum,
and other necessary process under Rule 2.2. The committee chair,
subcommittee chair, and special master may each administer all oaths
and affirmations in the manner prescribed by law to witnesses who
shall appear to testify on matters pending before the committee, sub-
committee, or special master.

12.14—Rule takes precedence

In any situation where there is a direct conflict between the provi-
sions of Rule Twelve and part V of chapter 112, Florida Statutes, Rule
Twelve, derived from Article III, Section 4(a) of the State Constitution,
shall take precedence.

12.15—Standard of evidence

A preponderance of the evidence standard shall be used by each
Senator when determining whether the suspended official warrants
removal based on the grounds alleged by the Governor.

12.16—Senators speaking publicly

Because they may be asked to sit in judgment of an executive sus-
pension order, Senators should refrain from speaking publicly about the
merits or substance of any suspension order prior to the vote.

RULE THIRTEEN

SPECIAL SESSION

13.1—Applicability of Senate Rules

All Senate Rules shall apply and govern during special sessions ex-
cept to the extent expressly modified or specified herein.

13.2—Sittings of the Senate

(1) The Senate shall convene pursuant to a schedule provided by the
President or at the hour established by the Senate at its last sitting.

(2) A calendar may be published before a special session convenes.

13.3—Committee meetings; schedule, notice, amendment dead-
line

(1) Committee meetings shall be scheduled by the President.

(a) Meetings of committees may be held after notice is pub-
lished on the Senate website and posted on the Senate side
of the fourth (4th) floor Capitol rotunda for two (2) hours in
advance of the meeting. If possible, such notice shall appear
in the daily calendar.

(b) A committee may meet less than two (2) hours after the
convening of a special session if a notice is filed with the
Secretary at least two (2) hours before the scheduled
meeting time.

(2) The notice shall include the date, time, and place of the meeting
together with the name of the introducer, subject, number of each bill or
proposed committee bill to be considered, and the amendment deadline
for the meeting as provided herein. All other provisions for publication
of notice of committee meetings are suspended.

(3) Main amendments shall be filed no later than one (1) hour before
the scheduled convening of a committee meeting. Amendments adher-
ing to main amendments shall be filed not later than thirty (30)
minutes thereafter.

13.4—Delivery for introduction

Bills for introduction may be delivered to the Secretary at any time.

13.5—Committee reports

(1) Standing committee reports shall be filed with the Secretary’s
office as soon as practicable, but not later than 4:30 p.m. on the day
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after the meeting that is not a weekend or state holiday, except a
committee drafting and recommending a committee substitute shall file
such committee report no later than 4:30 p.m. on the second (2nd) such
weekday. These reports must be accompanied by the original bill. Each
report by a committee must set forth the identifying number of the bill.
If amendments are proposed by the committee, the words “with
amendments” shall follow the identifying number. Committee amend-
ments shall be identified by barcode in the report. All bills reported
unfavorably shall be laid on the table.

(2) Bills referred to a standing subcommittee shall be reported to the
standing committee.

13.6—Conference committee reports

(1) The report of a conference committee shall be read to the Senate.
Upon completion of the reading and subsequent debate, the vote shall
first be:

(a) on adoption or rejection of the conference report and, if
adopted, the vote shall then be

(b) on final passage of the measure as amended by the con-
ference report.

Copies of conference committee reports shall be available to the mem-
bership two (2) hours prior to the time such report is scheduled to be
taken up on the Senate floor.

(2) The report must be acted on as a whole, being adopted or re-
jected.

(3) Each report shall include a statement sufficiently explicit to in-
form the Senate of the effect of the report on the measure to which it
relates.

(4) Conference committees, other than a conference committee on a
general or special appropriations bill and its related legislation, shall
consider and report only on the differences existing between the Senate
and the House, and no substance foreign to the bills before the conferees
shall be included in the report or considered by the Senate.

(5) A conference committee may only report by recommending the
adoption of a series of amendments to the House or Senate bill that was
the subject of the conference, or it may offer an amendment deleting
everything after the enacting clause of any such bill referred to the
committee. In any event, the conference committee may recommend, as
part of its report, the adoption or rejection of any or all of the amend-
ments theretofore adopted by either house. Conference committee re-
ports must be approved and signed by a majority of the conferees on
the part of each house. All final actions taken in a conference committee
shall be by motion.

(6) When conferees on the part of the Senate report an inability to
agree, any action of the Senate taken prior to such reference to a con-
ference committee shall not preclude further action on said measure as
the Senate may determine.

(7) After Senate conferees have been appointed for thirty-six (36)
hours and have failed to make a report, it is a motion of the highest
privilege to move to discharge said Senate conferees and to appoint new
conferees, or to instruct said Senate conferees.

13.7—Reconsideration

A motion to reconsider shall be considered when made.

13.8—Procedure to establish Special Order Calendars

(1) The Rules Chair, Majority Leader, and Minority Leader shall
meet and submit a Special Order Calendar determining the list of bills
for consideration by the Senate. The President shall determine the
order in which such bills appear on the published Special Order Cal-
endar.

See Rule 4.16—Consideration out of regular order.

(2) Such Special Order Calendar shall be published in one (1) daily
calendar and may be considered on the day published. The amendment
deadline for bills on the Special Order Calendar shall be 5:00 p.m. or

two (2) hours after the Special Order Calendar is announced, or as
provided in the Special Order Calendar, whichever occurs later.

(3) Notice of the date, time, and place for the establishment of the
Special Order Calendar shall be published on the Senate website and
posted on the Senate side of the fourth (4th) floor Capitol rotunda two
(2) hours in advance of the meeting. If possible, such notice shall appear
in the daily calendar.

RULE FOURTEEN

SEAL AND INSIGNIA

14.1—Seal and insignia

(1) There shall be an official seal of the Senate. The seal shall be the
size of a circle of two and one-half inches diameter having in the center
thereof the current Florida state flag and the current United States flag
above a disc containing the words: “In God We Trust” arched above a
gavel, quill, and scroll. At the top of the field of flags shall be the word:
“Seal.” At the bottom shall be the date: “1838.” The perimeter of the seal
shall contain the words: “Senate” and “State of Florida.”

(2) There shall be an official coat of arms for the Senate. The coat of
arms shall contain the current Florida state flag and the current United
States flag above the Great Seal of Florida. At the base of the coat of
arms shall be the words: “The Florida Senate.”

(3) All versions of the Senate Seal, the Senate Coat of Arms, official
Senate stationery, calling cards, and facsimiles thereof may be used
only in connection with official Senate business.

Senate Rules Appendix A

This document may be consulted by persons seeking to comply with
the lobbyist expenditure ban set forth in section 11.045(4)(a), Florida
Statutes, in the legislative context by refining the law and providing
Lobbying Guidelines and answers to 25 Frequently Asked Questions.

Part One of the Guidelines refines and applies the prohibition, with
ten clearly stated exceptions, so that Senators and Senate employees
cannot directly or indirectly take any “expenditure” from a lobbyist or
principal in either the public or private sector.

Part Two of the Guidelines refines and applies the underlying core
requirement that “lobbying firms” must publicly disclose the compen-
sation they receive for lobbying activities, and does so in a way that is
narrowly tailored, furthers the state’s compelling governmental interest
in regulating legislative lobbying at the state level, and employs the
least intrusive means available to do so.

This document sets out general principles. Outcomes depend heavily
on underlying fact patterns that can vary greatly from case to case. Full
disclosure of the operative facts must be provided and considered before
a proper and correct answer can be derived.

A Senator may request an informal advisory opinion from the Senate
General Counsel regarding the application of the law and Rule to a
specific situation, on which the legislator may reasonably rely.

The houses of the Legislature are responsible for the administration
and enforcement of the legislative lobbying portions of the law. The
legislative lobbying expenditure prohibitions are not part of the Florida
Code of Ethics for Public Officers and Employees. Neither the Florida
Commission on Ethics nor the Florida courts have jurisdiction to in-
terpret these internal matters of the Legislature.

Part One - Expenditures

(1) General Guidelines

a) The Expenditure Prohibition

The law contains a prohibition against lobbyists and principals
making direct or indirect lobbying expenditures for legislators and
legislative employees. It provides:
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[N]o lobbyist or principal shall make, directly or indirectly, and no
member or employee of the Legislature shall knowingly accept,
directly or indirectly, any expenditure.... (emphasis added).

The expenditure prohibition applies only to expenditures made by
lobbyists and principals. It applies whether or not the lobbyist, princi-
pal, legislator, or legislative employee is in Florida. Florida’s gift law,
section 112.3148, Florida Statutes, continues to apply to gifts to legis-
lators and legislative employees from others.

Example: A legislator may accept a subscription to a newspaper or
periodical that is neither published by, nor paid for, nor provided by a
lobbyist or a principal.

Example: A legislator may not accept a free health screening or other
personal service provided on behalf of an association that is a principal.

Example: A legislator may, as either a member or an invited guest,
participate in meetings of, and partake of the food and beverage pro-
vided by a civic organization if the organization is not a principal.

The practical effect of this law is to prohibit expenditures for at-
tempting to obtain the goodwill of a member or employee of the Legis-
lature, and it is not designed to prohibit expenditures made in at-
tempting to influence legislative action or non-action through oral or
written communication.

b) Definitions

“Expenditure” is defined, essentially, as anything of value made by a
lobbyist or principal for the purpose of lobbying.

“Lobbying,” in turn, means: (1) influencing or attempting to influence
legislative action through oral or written communication (“active lob-
bying”); or, (2) attempting to obtain the goodwill of a member or em-
ployee of the Legislature (“goodwill”).

“Goodwill expenditure” is a gift, an entertainment, any food or bev-
erage, lodging, travel, or any other item or service of personal benefit to
a legislator or legislative employee.

Goodwill expenditures include contributions or donations from a
lobbyist or a principal to a charitable organization that is, directly or
indirectly, established by, organized by, operated primarily by, or con-
trolled by a legislator or legislative employee, or any combination
thereof.

A “lobbyist” is a person who is employed and receives payment, or who
contracts for economic consideration, for the purpose of lobbying, or a
person who is principally employed for governmental affairs by another
person or governmental entity to lobby on behalf of that other person or
governmental entity.

“Personal benefit” means a profit or gain pertaining to, directed to-
ward, or affecting a person.

A “principal”means the person, firm, corporation, or other entity that
has employed or retained a lobbyist. When an association has employed
or retained a lobbyist, the association is the principal; the individual
members of the association are not principals merely because of their
membership in the association.

c) Honorarium-related Expenses

It is not permissible to accept from a lobbyist or principal, directly or
indirectly, payment or reimbursement of expenses for travel, food, lod-
ging, or beverage, related to speaking engagements or other honorar-
ium-type events.

d) Indirect Expenditures

An indirect expenditure is an expenditure that is not made directly to
a legislator or legislative employee, but is made to another with the
purpose that the expenditure be used for the personal benefit of a leg-
islator or legislative employee.

The expenditure prohibition expressly prohibits any lobbyist or prin-
cipal from directing prohibited lobbying expenditures through a surro-
gate or through any person who by his or her actions or activities is

obligated to register as a lobbyist but has failed to do so. Third-party
intermediaries, such as employees, members of associations and others,
cannot be used to make prohibited expenditures.

Where an item or service (anything of value) is provided to a person
other than a legislator or legislative employee by a lobbyist or principal
and the item or service or the benefit attributable to the item or service
ultimately is received by the legislator or employee, and where the item
or service is provided with the intent to benefit the legislator or em-
ployee, such item or service constitutes a prohibited indirect ex-
penditure to the legislator or employee.

Factors to be considered in determining whether a prohibited indirect
expenditure has been made are set out on the following page in the joint
functionality test:

TEST FOR DETERMINING LEGALITY
OF AN INDIRECT EXPENDITURE

(1) The existence or nonexistence of communications by the lobbyist
or principal indicating the lobbyist’s or principal’s intent to make or
convey the item or service, or a personal benefit attributable to the item
or service, to a legislator or employee rather than to the intervening
third person;

(2) The existence or nonexistence of communications by the inter-
vening third person indicating the intent to make or convey the lobby-
ist’s or principal’s item or service, or a personal benefit attributable to
the item or service, to a legislator or employee rather than to the third
person;

(3) The existence or nonexistence of any relationship between the
lobbyist or principal and the third person, independent of the re-
lationship between the lobbyist or principal and a legislator or em-
ployee, that would motivate the transfer to the third person;

(4) The existence or nonexistence of any relationship between the
third person and a legislator or employee that would motivate the
transfer;

(5) Whether the same or similar items or services have been or are
being provided to other persons having the same relationship to the
lobbyist or principal as the third person;

(6) Whether, under the circumstances, the third person had full and
independent decision-making authority to determine whether a legis-
lator or employee, or another, would receive the items or services, or a
personal benefit attributable to the items or services;

(7) Whether the third person was acting with the knowledge or
consent of, or under the direction of, the lobbyist or principal;

(8) Whether there were payments or the intention for any payments
or bookkeeping transactions between the third person and the lobbyist
or principal, reimbursing the third person for the items or services;

(9) The degree of ownership or control the lobbyist or principal had
over the third person; and

(10) Whether a lobbyist or principal knew, or should have known,
that an item or service provided to a third party would be used to pro-
vide a personal benefit to a legislator or employee, such as for the
funding of a legislative reception or an event to be attended by legis-
lators or employees.

The following examples illustrate some of the applications of the
foregoing indirect expenditure criteria:

Example 1: A law firm which lobbies the Legislature invites all of its
attorneys to attend a weekend retreat. The attorneys are encouraged to
bring their spouses or significant others at the firm’s expense. Legis-
lator C is married to an attorney in the firm and has been asked by her
spouse to attend the retreat. The lodging provided to Legislator C for
the retreat, food and drink, firm t-shirts, and the like would be con-
sidered a gift to her from her spouse and thus not a prohibited indirect
expenditure, because the firm’s invitation was extended to Legislator
C’s spouse by virtue of his employment with the firm.
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Example 2: Legislator D hosts a fox hunt attended by legislators and
lobbyists. Lobbyists give money to a third person, who is not a legislator
or a legislative employee, to pay for the food and beverages which will be
served at the fox hunt. The third party orders and prepares the food and
beverages. The money provided to the third person by the lobbyists
would be a prohibited indirect expenditure to Legislator D because it
was given with the intent of benefiting him and his guests at the fox
hunt.

Example 3: Legislator N and spouse have arranged to take a vaca-
tion trip together. A legislative lobbyist meets with Legislator N’s
spouse and offers to pay for the spouse’s travel expenses. The lobbyist
and Legislator N’s spouse know each other only through the lobbyist’s
involvement with the legislator. This would constitute a prohibited in-
direct expenditure to Legislator N.

e) Equal or Greater Compensation

An expenditure is not prohibited when equal or greater value is given
contemporaneously by the recipient to the donor.

Therefore, it is not an expenditure if:

1. The fair market value of the event, meeting, or other activity,
including any food, beverage, transportation, lodging, or any other thing
of value, can readily be determined, and

2. The legislator or legislative employee pays his or her pro rata
share of the total fair market value to the person or organization
hosting the event contemporaneously with the time of attending or
participating in the event.

Thus, if a lobbyist or principal provides $35 worth of goods or services
to a legislator or legislative employee but the legislator or legislative
employee contemporaneously provides equal or greater consideration,
the lobbyist or principal has not provided anything of value, thus, there
is no “expenditure.”

f) Valuation

The law is silent as to the valuation of goods and services. Fair market
value is the proper and applicable standard of valuation.

The retail price of an item or service is presumed to be its fair market
value so long as it is reasonable in relation to the value of the item or
service and the amount is not subsidized by a lobbyist or principal.

In valuing an expenditure, you may exclude the amount of additional
expenses that are regularly required as a condition precedent to the
donor’s eligibility to make the expenditure if the amount expended for
the condition precedent is primarily intended to be for a purpose other
than lobbying, and is either primarily for the benefit of the donor or is
paid to a charitable organization. Initiation fees and membership fees
are examples of additional expenses that are regularly required as
conditions precedent for eligibility to make an expenditure. Transpor-
tation expenses incurred to bring a member to an out-of-town event are
not.

Entrance fees, admission fees, or tickets are normally valued on the
face value or on a daily or per event basis. The portion of a ticket at-
tributable to a charitable contribution is not included in the value.
Conversely, if the ticket is subsidized by contributions of lobbyists or
principals, the pro rata subsidized amount must be attributed to the
face value.

A person providing transportation in a private automobile shall be
considered to be making an expenditure at the then-current statutory
reimbursement rate. The value of transportation provided in other
private conveyances must be calculated on its fair market value.

g) Exceptions

1. Relatives

A relative is an individual who is related to the member or employee
as father, mother, son, daughter, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, first
cousin, nephew, niece, husband, wife, father-in-law, mother-in-law, son-
in-law, daughter-in-law, brother-in-law, sister-in-law, stepfather, step-
mother, stepson, stepdaughter, grandparent, grandchild, great grand-

parent, great grandchild, step grandparent, step great grandparent,
step grandchild, or step great grandchild; any person who is engaged to
be married to the member or employee or who otherwise holds himself
or herself out as or is generally known as the person whom the member
or employee intends to marry or with whom the member or employee
intends to form a household; or any other natural person having the
same legal residence as the member or employee.

This definition of “relative” is taken from former Joint Rule 1.4(4)(b),
and has operated historically as an exception to the presumption that
things of value given to a legislator or employee by a lobbyist or prin-
cipal are intended for the purpose of engendering goodwill.

Example: A legislator is permitted to accept a Christmas gift from
an aunt, even if she is a lobbyist. The gift is not deemed an expenditure
made for the purpose of lobbying because of the family relationship
between the donor and the donee.

2. Employment-related Compensation and Benefits

Salary, benefits, services, fees, commissions, gifts, or expenses asso-
ciated primarily with the recipient’s employment, business, or service as
an officer or director of a corporation or organization are not prohibited
expenditures so long as they are given in an amount commensurate
with other similarly situated employees, officers, or directors.

These sorts of expenditures are currently also excepted from the de-
finition of a gift in section 112.312(12)(b), Florida Statutes, and are a
necessary exception in order for many legislators to continue their
employment or continue their service on boards and continue to serve in
Florida’s citizen Legislature.

Example: A legislator who is on the board of directors of an orga-
nization that has a lobbyist is nevertheless permitted to partake of food
and beverage provided to the board members by the organization at its
board meetings.

3. Political Organizations and Entities

An expenditure does not include contributions or expenditures re-
ported pursuant to chapter 106, Florida Statutes, or its federal law
counterpart; campaign-related personal services provided without
compensation by individuals volunteering their time; any other con-
tribution or expenditure made by a chapter 106 entity such as a can-
didate campaign, political committee, organization making electio-
neering communications, political party, or an entity qualified under
section 501(c)(4) or section 527 of the Internal Revenue Code.

Members are cautioned that these organizations or entities may not
be used as a vehicle for skirting the lobbying expenditure law. To the
extent that funds come from lobbyists or principals, one should exercise
great care that the expenditures are legal and appropriate for that
particular organization or entity.

4. Communications Expenses

The expenditure prohibitions in the law do not reach expenditures
made by a lobbyist or principal for items such as “media advertising,”
“publications,” “communications,” and “research.”

Expenditures for researching, gathering, collating, organizing, pro-
viding, or disseminating information for the exclusive purpose of “active
lobbying” (influencing or attempting to influence legislative action
through oral or written communication) are necessary for Floridians to
be able to “instruct their representatives.”

5. Office and Personal Expenses of Lobbyists and Principals

“Office expenses” and personal expenses of the lobbyist or principal
for “travel,” “lodging,” and “food and beverages” as those items were
defined in former Joint Rule 1.4(4)(c) are exempt from the prohibition
on lobbying expenditures. This category does not include any expenses
for legislators, legislative employees, or persons whose expenses would
be attributed to them.

6. Government to Government Expenditures

Real property or a facility owned or operated by a state or local public
agency or entity that is a lobbying principal and transportation to, from,
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and at the location provided by that agency or entity may, with the prior
approval of the respective state legislative presiding officer or his or her
designee, be used without payment, by a member, committee, or staff of
the Legislature for a public legislative purpose. Such purposes include
publicly noticed legislative committee meetings and site visits to op-
erations conducted by the public agency or entity. Allowable free uses
also specifically include legislative district offices and sub-offices and
the normally attendant utilities, parking, janitorial services, building
maintenance, and telecommunications equipment and services common
to a government building in which the office is located. Allowable free
use does not extend to sports or entertainment venues; does not include
food, beverages, or entertainment; and does not include free parking
privileges at any location other than a district office or sub-office.

7. Free and Open Public Events

Expenditures directly associated with events that are held within the
Capitol complex, out-of-doors or under temporary shelter, open to the
general public, widely and publicly noticed, free to all, not ticketed, and
for which equal and totally unobstructed access to the general public is
provided, are not prohibited expenditures made by lobbyists or princi-
pals, or when accepted by legislators or legislative employees.

Example: Atlas County, Florida, is holding Atlas Day in the plaza
between the Capitol and the Historic Capitol. Lunch is served to all
comers. The event was widely publicized and access to the event and the
food and beverage is totally unobstructed. Legislators may partake as
well.

8. Regional and National Legislative Organizations

The prohibition does not apply to expenditures made directly or in-
directly by a state, regional, or national organization that promotes the
exchange of ideas between, or the professional development of, gov-
ernmental officials or employees, and whose membership is primarily
composed of elected or appointed public officials or staff to members of
that organization or to officials or staff of the Legislature. This excep-
tion does not include extracurricular activities, entertainments, or
items or services provided at conferences that are paid for or provided
by a lobbyist or principal.

9. Monetary Value Impossible to Ascertain

The value of some items is truly impossible to quantify at the time of
the expenditure. Expenditures for which a monetary value is not as-
certainable at the time of the expenditure are not prohibited. Examples
are: appearing on a news show or having a feature article about a leg-
islator in a trade magazine or other medium, applause received by a
legislator at an event, obtaining priority seating in a crowded restau-
rant or priority for obtaining services where there is an established
queue, or the pro-rata portion of a host’s monthly or annual membership
in an exclusive supper club.

10. Plaques and Certificates

The prohibition does not apply to personalized wall plaques, perso-
nalized photographs, or personalized certificates that have no sub-
stantial inherent value other than recognizing the donee’s public, civic,
charitable, or professional service.

h) Effect of Other Laws and Rules

To the extent that an expenditure is excluded or exempt from the
lobbying prohibition in section 11.045, Florida Statutes, it is still subject
to the restrictions and requirements in other statutes: most notably, the
gift law (section 112.3148, Florida Statutes) and the campaign finance
law (chapter 106, Florida Statutes).

(2) Frequently Asked Questions

LEGISLATIVE EVENTS/RECEPTIONS

1. Question: Can a county legislative delegation or delegation office
sponsor an annual event in Tallahassee on public grounds or in quarters
belonging to either the Senate or the House of Representatives (i.e.,
“Flavors of Hillsborough”)?

ANSWER: A county legislative delegation may host an annual event
in Tallahassee provided that no free food, beverages, or other personal

benefits to a legislator or legislative employee are paid for or provided
by a lobbyist or principal, either directly or indirectly.

Legislators and legislative staff may pay an amount established and
published by the delegation as the per-person cost of the event, or they
may “pop in” and not partake of any food, beverage, or other personal
benefit at the event. Alternatively, the delegation may make the event a
free, open public event as described in Paragraph (1)g)7. above.

2. Question: Can a legislator or legislative employee go up to the
22nd floor of the Capitol and partake of free food and drink provided by
an organization hosting a luncheon or event at the Capitol?

ANSWER: It depends. Yes, provided the organization hosting the
event is not a principal and none of the food and beverages are paid for
or provided by a lobbyist or principal. Otherwise, the legislator or leg-
islative employee could attend the event but could not partake of the
free food or beverages or they can pay the fair market value of what they
consume.

3. Question: Can “legislative days” that provide food, beverages, en-
tertainment, and other personal benefits to legislators or legislative
employees during the session and are hosted by counties, cities, uni-
versities, and others that employ a lobbyist continue?

ANSWER: “Legislative days” and other legislative events funded by
lobbyist or principal dollars may continue provided no free food, drink,
entertainment, or other personal benefit is provided to a legislator or
legislative employee, either directly or indirectly. Any such benefit
would be a prohibited goodwill expenditure.

Legislators and legislative staff may pay an amount established and
published by the sponsor as the per-person cost of the event, or they
may “pop in” and not partake of any food, beverage, or other personal
benefit at the event. Alternatively, the sponsor may make the event a
free, open public event as described in Paragraph (1)g)7. above.

4. Question: Can a not-for-profit organization host receptions and
events for legislators that provide food, beverages, entertainment, and
other personal benefits to legislators or legislative employees through
contributions solicited from lobbyists or principals who sponsor the re-
ception or event?

ANSWER: The charity may host a reception or event for legislators
and legislative employees provided that no free food, beverages, en-
tertainment, or other personal benefit is provided to a legislator or
legislative employee from the funds of lobbyists or principals.

Legislators and legislative employees may pay an amount established
and published by the sponsor as the per-person cost of the event, or they
may “pop in” and not partake of any food, beverage, or other personal
benefit at the event. Alternatively, the sponsor may make the event a
free, open public event as described in Paragraph (1)g)7. above.

5. Question: Can a lobbyist or principal host an event with food,
beverages, entertainment, or other personal benefit for legislators or
legislative employees and collect from each legislator or legislative em-
ployee, a flat, per-person entrance fee based on the total cost to plan,
produce, stage, and clean up after the event, divided by the number of
persons reasonably expected to attend?

ANSWER: Yes.

6. Question: Each year, a few associations host legislative recep-
tions/BBQs and invite their members as well as legislators. They
usually pass out campaign funds at these events to those who support
their industry. Would it now be legal to host this event if it were called a
“fundraiser?” Could legislators then accept free food and beverages at the
event?

ANSWER: Senate Rule 1.361 precludes a senator, and House Rule
15.3 precludes a representative, from accepting a campaign contribu-
tion during a regular or special session, in addition to prohibiting them
from accepting contributions on behalf of a section 527 or section
501(c)(4) organization, a political committee, a political party, or the
campaign of any other senatorial candidate or candidate for represen-
tative, respectively. Thus, any fundraiser held during a regular or
special session would violate the rules of each house.
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Fundraisers not held during a regular or special session are outside
the purview of the expenditure prohibitions in the law. A goodwill lob-
bying expenditure does not include contributions or expenditures re-
ported pursuant to chapter 106, Florida Statutes. However, if the facts
and circumstances demonstrate that calling the event a “fundraiser” is
merely an artifice for lobbyists or principals to provide free gifts, food,
beverages, and other items or services of personal benefit to a legislator,
not associated with influencing the results of an election, then the
fundraiser would violate the expenditure prohibition of the new law.
Note, also, that fundraisers remain subject to the contribution restric-
tions and requirements of Florida’s campaign finance law (chapter 106,
Florida Statutes).

HONORARIA EXPENSES

7. Question: Can a lobbyist or principal continue to pay or reimburse
a legislator’s or legislative employee’s expenses for such items as food and
beverages, travel, and lodging associated with an honorarium event?

ANSWER: No.

GIFTS TO LEGISLATORS

8. Question: Can a school child give a legislator a painting that he or
she has made?

ANSWER: Yes. The prohibition against lobbying expenditures only
applies to lobbyists and principals, and those acting on their behalf.

9. Question: Can a school student whose parent is a lobbyist or
principal give a scarf that was purchased by the child’s parent to a
legislator as a gift?

ANSWER: It depends. The lobbying expenditure prohibition applies
to all gifts from lobbyists or principals to legislators, directly or in-
directly. A lobbyist or principal cannot use a third-party intermediary to
circumvent the lobbying expenditure prohibition. Thus, if the facts and
circumstances demonstrate that the scarf is an indirect gift from the
lobbyist or principal to the legislator, it would be prohibited.

10. Question: Can a legislator accept rent-free office space and as-
sociated building services from a city, county, or community college in
his or her district that employs or retains a lobbyist?

ANSWER: Yes. See Paragraph (1)g)6. above for explanation and
limitations.

11. Question: Can a legislator or legislative staff accept transporta-
tion services from another governmental entity?

ANSWER: Yes. See Paragraph (1)g)6. above for explanation and
limitations.

12. Question: Are there any value limitations on the exceptions in the
law for “floral arrangements or other celebratory items given to legisla-
tors and displayed in chambers on the opening day of a regular session”?

ANSWER: Yes. All opening day flowers and floral arrangements are
subject to the limitations and requirements of the gift law (section
112.3148, Florida Statutes). No other celebratory items will be allowed
in either chamber on opening day of the regular session.

FOOD AND BEVERAGES/GIFTS

13. Question: Can a legislator or legislative employee and his or her
spouse have dinner with a lobbyist friend the legislator or legislative
employee has known for 30 years at the lobbyist’s home, whether or not
active lobbying occurs?

ANSWER: Yes, provided the legislator or legislative employee con-
temporaneously provides the lobbyist with the pro rata share of the
total fair market value of the cost of the food and beverages provided to
the legislator or legislative employee and his or her spouse, either in
cash or barter (i.e., bottle of wine, flowers). Otherwise, the expenditure
for food and beverages would constitute a prohibited goodwill ex-
penditure, irrespective of the extent of the legislator’s and lobbyist’s
friendship.

14. Question: Can a lobbyist or principal and legislator or legislative
employee have dinner at a public restaurant?

ANSWER: Yes, provided the dinner is “Dutch treat.”

15. Question: Can a lobbyist or principal and a legislator or legis-
lative employee have dinner “Dutch treat” at the Governor’s Club?

ANSWER: Yes, provided the legislator or legislative employee pays
the total cost of all food and beverage that he or she was served or
consumed, or that was served to or consumed by a person whose ex-
penditures are attributed to the legislator or legislative employee.

16. Question: Can a lobbyist’s business partner, employee, spouse, or
child, who is not a registered lobbyist, accompany the lobbyist and leg-
islator or legislative employee to dinner and pay for all the food and
beverages if the partner, employee, spouse, or child does not actively
lobby?

ANSWER: No. The lobbying expenditure prohibition applies to all
food and beverages provided by lobbyists or principals to legislators or
legislative employees, directly or indirectly. A lobbyist or principal
cannot utilize a third-party intermediary to channel gifts to legislators
to circumvent the lobbying expenditure prohibition.

17. Question: If someone offers a legislator or legislative employee a
drink at a bar, or any other gift or personal benefit, does the legislator or
legislative employee have a duty to inquire if the donor is a lobbyist or
principal?

ANSWER: Yes. A legislator or legislative employee is liable for
knowingly accepting an expenditure from a lobbyist or principal, or
someone acting on behalf of a lobbyist or principal. “Knowingly” has
many statutory definitions, including that a person: (1) has actual
knowledge of the information; (2) acts in deliberate ignorance of the
truth or falsity of the information; or, (3) acts in reckless disregard of the
truth or falsity of the information. Therefore, prudence dictates that the
legislator or legislative employee, at a minimum, make reasonable in-
quiry as to the source of the proposed expenditure to determine whether
it is prohibited. Reasonableness will turn on the facts and circumstances
of each individual situation.

For example, a legislator receiving an invitation to an event to be held
the next week, from an organization he or she is not familiar with would
likely require that the legislator, at a minimum, consult the online di-
rectory of legislative principals and lobbyists, and perhaps make further
inquiry if facts or circumstances come to light indicating that the or-
ganization might be making the expenditure on behalf of a lobbyist or
principal. Similarly, a legislator offered a drink from someone he or she
doesn’t know in a Tallahassee bar or restaurant generally known to be
frequented by lobbyists would probably be required, at a minimum, to
ask whether the person is a lobbyist or principal or affiliated with a
lobbyist or principal. On the other hand, a Miami legislator on personal
holiday with his or her spouse at Busch Gardens in Tampa, who strikes
up a friendship with a couple they don’t know visiting from Colorado
and who subsequently offers to pay for the legislator’s and spouse’s
dinner probably has less of a duty to inquire whether either member of
the couple is a Florida lobbyist or principal.

CHARITIES

18. Question: Can a legislator or legislative employee raise funds
from lobbyists or principals for charitable causes?

ANSWER: Yes, provided the charity for which funds are sought is
not directly or indirectly established by, organized by, operated pri-
marily by, or controlled by a legislator or legislative employee, or any
combination thereof. Otherwise, such a contribution or donation would
constitute a prohibited goodwill expenditure.

19. Question: Can a legislator or legislative employee establish or
operate a charitable foundation that relies on lobbyist or principal
support?

ANSWER: No. A legislator or legislative employee may establish or
operate a charitable organization but none of the money contributed or
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donated to the charity may be from lobbyists or principals. Such a
contribution or donation would constitute a prohibited goodwill ex-
penditure.

20. Question: Can a legislator or legislative employee sit on the board
of a charitable organization that is not established by, organized by,
operated primarily by, or controlled by a legislator or legislative em-
ployee, or any combination thereof? Can he or she accept free food and
beverages provided by the charity and be reimbursed by the charity for
expenses associated with the work of the charity (i.e., travel, lodging)?

ANSWER: Yes. A legislator or legislative employee may sit on the
board of a charitable organization that receives donations and con-
tributions from lobbyists, and may partake of free food, beverages, and
other personal benefits provided by the charity to board members in
connection with their service, including reimbursement of personal
expenses incurred by board members in furtherance of the charity’s
work. A goodwill expenditure does not include salary, benefits, services,
fees, commissions, gifts, or expenses associated primarily with a legis-
lator’s or legislative employee’s employment, business, or service as an
officer or director of a corporation or organization. However, any such
salary, benefit, services, fees, commissions, gifts, or expenses cannot be
from funds earmarked by lobbyists or principals to the charity for such
purpose and must be received only for the legislator’s or legislative
employee’s service as a member of the board.

21. Question: Can a legislative caucus that is established as a non-
profit group raise funds from lobbyists for its charitable causes?

ANSWER: It depends. If the legislative caucus or the nonprofit
group is directly or indirectly established by, organized by, operated
primarily by, or controlled by a legislator or legislative employee, or any
combination thereof, then the answer is no.

If the legislative caucus or the nonprofit group is not directly or in-
directly established by, organized by, or operated primarily by, or con-
trolled by a legislator or legislative employee, or any combination
thereof, then the answer is yes.

22. Question: Can a legislative caucus that is established as a non-
profit group host its own charity golf tournament funded by lobbyist or
principal “sponsors” at a private club, where the cost of sponsorship buys
an opportunity to play golf with a member of the caucus, and to make a
presentation to the caucus before and after the event?

ANSWER: Yes, provided the legislative caucus or the nonprofit
group is not directly or indirectly established by, organized by, operated
primarily by, or controlled by a legislator or legislative employee, or any
combination thereof, and the legislators and legislative employees pay
their own golf fees and the per-person cost for food and beverage.

OTHER

23. Question: What happens when a legislator is married to, related
to, or living with a lobbyist? Can the lobbyist pay for meals, lodging, etc.?

ANSWER: Yes, provided the lobbyist does not use the expenditure to
actively lobby the legislator. Expenditures by “relatives” of a legislator
for food, lodging, travel, and the like are specifically exempt from the
definition of a goodwill expenditure.

24. Question: Can a legislator be employed by a lobbyist or principal?
Can a legislator go to the employer’s retreat and partake of food and
beverages?

ANSWER: Yes. A goodwill expenditure does not include salary,
benefits, services, fees, commissions, gifts, or expenses associated pri-
marily with a legislator’s or legislative employee’s employment, business,
or service as an officer or director of a corporation or organization.

25. Question: Where a lobbyist or principal leaves a gift, such as a
box of chocolates, in a legislator’s office, what should the legislator do
with the item?

ANSWER: When a legislator or legislative employee receives an item
that they believe violates the prohibition against accepting an ex-
penditure from a lobbyist or principal, the item must either be sent back
to the donor or delivered to the Sergeant at Arms for disposal.

Part Two - Compensation

(1) General Guidelines

The law requires the reporting of compensation received by lobbying
firms for each calendar quarter, both in the aggregate and for each
individual principal. Much of the reporting is done in dollar categories;
however, if compensation from a single principal is $50,000 or more in a
calendar quarter, the lobbying firm must report the specific dollar
amount of the compensation, rounded to the nearest $1,000.

A “lobbying firm” is any business entity with a lobbyist, or an indi-
vidual contract lobbyist, who gets paid to lobby for a principal. It is the
lobbying firm that must report, not the individual lobbyists in the firm
(except in the case of an individual contract lobbyist, where the lobbyist
also comprises the entire lobbying firm).

Reports are due no later than 45 days after the end of each calendar
quarter. Compensation reports must be filed electronically using the
online filing system of the Office of Legislative Services.

The law requires the senior partner, officer, or owner of the lobbying
firm to certify to the veracity and completeness of each compensation
report. This requirement is designed to discourage the mis-
characterization and thus omission of reportable compensation through
designations such as “media fees,” “consulting services,” “professional
services,” “governmental services,” and other such artifices.

For example, if a law firm were paid a lump sum for rendering mul-
tiple types of services to a client, only one of which is lobbying, then the
person certifying the report is responsible for properly and reasonably
allocating the portion of the total fee received for lobbying activities and
for activities other than lobbying. Only the compensation received for
lobbying activities is to be reported on the compensation form.

The Legislature will use random audits supplemented by the lobbyist
disciplinary process to hold the person certifying the compensation re-
port and the lobbying firm accountable for making a true, complete,
properly allocated report as required by law. In addition, the certifica-
tion brings every compensation report filer within the scope of potential
criminal penalties in section 837.06, Florida Statutes, for culpable vio-
lations.

(2) Frequently Asked Questions

1. Question: Is an in-house, salaried lobbyist for an association, a
governmental entity, or a corporation that does not derive income from
principals for lobbying required to report compensation?

ANSWER: No. An association, a governmental entity, a corporation
or other business entity that does not derive income from principals for
lobbying, and its employee lobbyists, are not a “lobbying firm” as defined
in section 11.045(1)(f), Florida Statutes. Only “lobbying firms” must
report compensation as provided in section 11.045(3)(a), Florida Sta-
tutes.

2. Question: Does the prohibition against providing compensation to
an individual or business entity that is not a lobbying firm mean that in-
house lobbyists must either become a lobbying firm or cease lobbying?

ANSWER: No. The provision in question merely clarifies that re-
portable “compensation” under the law must be provided to a “lobbying
firm,” and not contracted or subcontracted through some “straw man” to
circumvent compensation reporting requirements. The provision in
question clarifies and emphasizes the statutory definition of “compen-
sation” in section 11.045(1)(b), Florida Statutes, as “anything of value
provided or owed to a lobbying firm.”
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INTRODUCTION AND
REFERENCE OF BILLS

FIRST READING

Senate Bills 2-24—Not used.

By Senator Cruz—

SB 26—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of the Estate of
Crystle Marie Galloway by the Hillsborough County Board of County
Commissioners; providing for an appropriation to compensate the es-
tate for injuries sustained by Crystle Marie Galloway and her survivors
as a result of the negligence of employees of the Hillsborough County
Board of County Commissioners; providing a limitation on the payment
of fees; providing an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills; and the Com-
mittees on Judiciary; Health Policy; and Rules.

SB 28—Withdrawn prior to introduction.

By Senator Torres—

SB 30—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Kareem Hawari by
the Osceola County School Board; providing an appropriation to Mr.
Hawari to compensate him for injuries and damages sustained as a
result of the negligence of employees of the Osceola County School
Board; providing a limitation on the payment of attorney fees; providing
an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills; and the Com-
mittees on Judiciary; Governmental Oversight and Accountability; and
Rules.

By Senator Torres—

SB 32—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Christeia Jones, as
guardian of Logan Grant, Denard Maybin, Jr., and Lanard Maybin;
providing an appropriation to compensate them for injuries and da-
mages sustained as a result of an automobile accident caused by
Trooper Raul Umana, an employee of the Florida Highway Patrol, a
division of the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles;
providing a limitation on the payment of attorney fees; providing an
effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills; and the Com-
mittees on Judiciary; Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation,
Tourism, and Economic Development; and Appropriations.

By Senator Diaz—

SB 34—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Jamiyah Mitchell,
Latricia Mitchell, and Jerald Mitchell by the South Broward Hospital
District; providing an appropriation to compensate them for injuries
and damages sustained as a result of the negligence of the South Bro-
ward Hospital District; providing a limitation on the payment of at-
torney fees; providing an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills; and the Com-
mittees on Judiciary; Health Policy; and Rules.

By Senator Thurston—

SB 36—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Barney Brown, who
was wrongfully incarcerated for 38 years; providing an appropriation to

compensate him for his wrongful incarceration; providing that the act
does not waive certain defenses or increase the state’s liability; pro-
viding that the appropriation satisfies all present and future claims
related to the arrest, conviction, and incarceration of Mr. Brown; pro-
hibiting the award of any additional amounts for specified purposes;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills; and the Com-
mittees on Judiciary; Appropriations Subcommittee on Criminal and
Civil Justice; and Appropriations.

SB 38—Withdrawn prior to introduction.

By Senator Rouson—

SB 40—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Reginald Jackson
by the City of Lakeland; providing an appropriation to compensate
Reginald Jackson for injuries and damages sustained as a result of the
negligence of Mike Cochran, a police officer for the Lakeland Police
Department; providing a limitation on the payment of attorney fees;
providing an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills; and the Com-
mittees on Judiciary; Criminal Justice; and Appropriations.

SB 42—Not introduced.

By Senator Wright—

SB 44—A bill to be entitled An act relating to drones; amending s.
934.50, F.S.; expanding the authorized uses of drones by law enforce-
ment agencies, by a state agency or political subdivision, or by certified
fire department personnel for specified purposes; reenacting s.
330.41(4)(c), F.S., relating to unmanned aircraft systems, to incorporate
the amendment made to s. 934.50, F.S., in a reference thereto; providing
an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Military and
Veterans Affairs, Space, and Domestic Security; and Rules.

By Senator Hutson—

SB 46—A bill to be entitled An act relating to craft distilleries;
amending s. 565.02, F.S.; defining the terms “destination entertainment
venue” and “common ownership”; authorizing craft distilleries to be li-
censed as specified vendors under certain circumstances; providing re-
quirements for such licenses; providing requirements for craft dis-
tilleries for such licenses; prohibiting the licensee from taking certain
actions; requiring certain alcoholic beverages to be obtained through a
licensed distributor that meets specified criteria; providing construc-
tion; amending s. 565.03, F.S.; redefining the terms “branded product”
and “craft distillery”; prohibiting a distillery from operating as a craft
distillery until certain requirements are met; authorizing persons to
have common ownership in craft distilleries under certain circum-
stances; defining the term “common ownership”; requiring a minimum
percentage of a craft distillery’s total finished branded products to be
distilled in this state and contain one or more Florida agricultural
products; revising the requirements and prohibitions on the sale of
branded products to consumers by a licensed craft distillery; revising
the circumstances for which a craft distillery must report certain in-
formation about the production of distilled spirits to the Division of
Alcoholic Beverages and Tobacco of the Department of Business and
Professional Regulation; revising prohibitions on the shipment of cer-
tain products by a craft distillery; revising prohibitions on the transfer
of a craft distillery license or ownership interest in such license; revising
prohibitions relating to affiliated ownerships of craft distilleries; au-
thorizing a craft distillery to transfer specified distilled spirits from
certain locations to its souvenir gift shop and tasting room; making
technical changes; amending s. 565.17, F.S.; authorizing craft dis-
tilleries to conduct spirituous beverage tastings under certain circum-
stances; requiring the division to issue permits to craft distilleries to
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conduct tastings and sales at certain locations; specifying requirements
for distilleries for such permits; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Regulated Industries; Com-
merce and Tourism; and Rules.

By Senators Diaz, Brandes, Garcia, Baxley, and Perry—

SB 48—A bill to be entitled An act relating to educational scholarship
programs; amending s. 11.45, F.S.; requiring the Auditor General to
conduct certain audits at least every 3 years instead of annually; con-
forming provisions to changes made by the act; amending s. 211.0251,
F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made by the act; deleting a
provision limiting a certain tax credit to no more than 50 percent of the
tax due on the return the credit is taken; amending s. 212.099, F.S.;
revising the definition of the term “eligible contribution”; deleting the
definition of the term “eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organiza-
tion”; conforming provisions to changes made by the act; requiring a
dealer to identify on the dealer’s return the amount of an eligible con-
tribution; requiring the Department of Revenue to ensure that certain
receipts are deposited in a specified fund; amending ss. 212.1831 and
212.1832, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made by the act;
amending s. 213.053, F.S.; deleting authorization for the Department of
Revenue to provide specified information to certain entities; deleting
definitions; amending ss. 220.1105, 220.13, 220.186, 220.1875,
561.1211, 624.51055, and 1002.20, F.S.; conforming provisions to
changes made by the act; amending s. 1002.23, F.S.; correcting a ref-
erence to the Florida Virtual School; conforming a provision to changes
made by the act; amending s. 1002.31, F.S.; adding certain students to
those whom district school boards must provide preferential treatment
in the controlled open enrollment process; creating s. 1002.381, F.S.;
establishing the McKay-Gardiner Scholarship Program; providing the
purpose of the program; requiring certain written materials to describe
a scholarship under the program as a “McKay-Gardiner Scholarship”;
defining terms; specifying eligibility requirements; prohibiting a stu-
dent from participating in the program under certain circumstances;
providing criteria for authorized uses of program funds; prohibiting
providers of any services receiving payments pursuant to the program
from sharing, refunding, or rebating any program funds with parents of
program students; prohibiting specified persons from billing certain
entities for specified services; providing that program funding for
specified children constitutes their full funding under part V of ch. 1002;
providing the terms of a program scholarship; requiring the Commis-
sioner of Education to close scholarship accounts and for specified funds
to revert to the state under specified circumstances; requiring the
commissioner to notify parents and organizations when a program
scholarship account is closed and funds revert to the state; providing
school district obligations relating to notifying parents, individualized
education plans, and matrices of service; specifying obligations for eli-
gible private schools; authorizing the commissioner to determine that a
private school is ineligible to participate in the scholarship program if
the private school fails to meet certain requirements; providing De-
partment of Education obligations relating to the program; providing
commissioner authority and obligations relating to suspending or re-
voking program participation; providing parent and student responsi-
bilities for program participation; providing that a participant who fails
to comply with program responsibilities forfeits a program scholarship;
requiring charitable organizations seeking to participate in the program
to submit an application for initial approval or renewal to the Office of
Independent Education and Parental Choice by a specified date; pro-
viding requirements for such applications; requiring the office to review
applications in consultation with the Department of Revenue and the
Chief Financial Officer; requiring the commissioner to recommend ap-
proval or disapproval of applications to the State Board of Education
within a certain timeframe; requiring the state board to consider ap-
plications and recommendations at its next scheduled meeting; re-
quiring the state board to provide a written explanation to organiza-
tions whose applications are disapproved; requiring the state board to
provide written notice to affected students and parents if the state
board disapproves an organization’s renewal application; allowing stu-
dents affected by such disapproval to remain eligible for the program for
a specified timeframe; requiring such students to apply to and be ac-
cepted by a different organization for upcoming school years; requiring
remaining funds held by a disapproved organization to be transferred to
other eligible organizations; requiring the state board to adopt specified
rules; exempting specified entities from the initial or renewal applica-

tion process; providing nonprofit scholarship-funding organization ob-
ligations relating to establishing program scholarships; providing elig-
ibility for transition-to-work programs; providing requirements for such
programs and for private schools and job coaches participating in such
programs; providing student obligations relating to participating in
such programs; providing business obligations relating to participating
in such programs; specifying requirements for scholarship funding and
payment; specifying the initial maximum number of eligible FTE; pro-
viding for the annual increase of the maximum number of eligible FTE;
requiring nonprofit scholarship-funding organizations to report speci-
fied information to the department at the time of each Florida Educa-
tion Finance Program student membership survey; requiring the de-
partment to transfer certain funds to organizations in a specified
manner; clarifying that accrued interest in student accounts is in ad-
dition to, and not part of, awarded funds; authorizing organizations to
develop systems for payment of benefits by funds transfer; prohibiting
organizations that develop such systems from reducing scholarship
awards through certain fees; clarifying that scholarship funds do not
constitute taxable income to the qualified student or to his or her par-
ent; requiring the Auditor General to conduct certain audits at least
once every 3 years; providing criteria for such audits; requiring the
Auditor General to provide the commissioner with a copy of such audits
within a specified timeframe; requiring the Auditor General to notify
the department of any organization that fails to comply with a request
for information; requiring certain departments and agencies to work
with organizations to provide access to specified lists; providing that the
state is not liable for the award or use of program funds; clarifying that
the act does not expand regulatory authority of the state over specified
entities; requiring the State Board of Education to adopt rules; re-
pealing ss. 1002.385 and 1002.39, F.S., relating to the Gardiner Scho-
larship and the John M. McKay Scholarships for Students with Dis-
abilities Program, respectively; amending s. 1002.394, F.S.; providing
and revising definitions; conforming provisions to changes made by the
act; specifying and revising eligibility requirements; deleting a provi-
sion requiring the department to notify the school district of the parent’s
intent upon receipt of the parent’s request; revising the priority order
for awarding the scholarships to eligible students; providing and re-
vising terms for state Family Empowerment Scholarship payments to
organizations; providing circumstances under which a student’s account
must be closed and remaining funds reverted to the state; requiring the
commissioner to notify parents when an account is closed and funds
revert to the state; requiring funds to be used to meet individual edu-
cational needs of eligible students; specifying the purposes for which
such funds may be used; prohibiting a provider receiving such funds
from sharing, refunding, or rebating the funds with a participating
parent or student; providing eligibility for a scholarship to transport a
student; requiring a principal or his or her designee to provide copies of
certain reports to a parent; requiring a principal or his or her designee
to investigate incidents in a specified manner; providing and revising
department obligations relating to participating students; requiring the
department to issue a project grant award to a state university, to which
certain private schools must report student scores on certain tests; re-
quiring the department to verify eligible expenditures before dis-
tributing funds; providing and revising obligations for eligible private
schools; providing and revising parent and student obligations for in-
itial and continued participation in the program; providing and revising
nonprofit scholarship-funding organization obligations relating to par-
ticipating in the program; expanding eligibility to specified students
who received certain scholarships in a specified school year; clarifying
that such scholarships do not count toward the maximum number of
eligible students; requiring nonprofit scholarship-funding organizations
to report specified information to the department at the time of each
Florida Education Finance Program student membership survey; pro-
viding the manner in which funds will be allocated by certain dates;
requiring the department to release scholarship funds once an appli-
cation has been approved for the program; clarifying that accrued in-
terest is in addition to, and not part of, awarded funds; authorizing
organizations to develop a system for payment of benefits by funds
transfer; prohibiting scholarship awards from being reduced by certain
fees; clarifying that scholarship funds do not constitute taxable income
to the qualified student or to his or her parent; requiring the Auditor
General to conduct certain audits at least once every 3 years; providing
criteria for such audits; requiring the Auditor General to provide the
commissioner with a copy of such audits within a specified timeframe;
requiring the Auditor General to notify the department of any organi-
zation that fails to comply with a request for information; providing
application requirements for charitable organizations seeking to parti-

March 2, 2021 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE 37



cipate in the Family Empowerment Scholarship program; requiring the
office to review applications in consultation with the Department of
Revenue and the Chief Financial Officer; requiring the commissioner to
recommend approval or disapproval of applications to the State Board of
Education within a certain timeframe; requiring the state board to
consider applications and recommendations at its next scheduled
meeting; requiring the state board to provide a written explanation to
organizations whose applications are disapproved; requiring the state
board to provide written notice to affected students and parents if the
state board disapproves an organization’s renewal application; allowing
students affected by such disapproval to remain eligible for the program
for a specified timeframe; requiring such students to apply to and be
accepted by a different organization for upcoming school years; requir-
ing remaining funds held by a disapproved organization to be trans-
ferred to the student’s account established at the eligible organization
accepting the student; providing that an organization is a renewing
organization if it maintains continuous approval and participation in
the program; requiring the state board to adopt rules; exempting
specified entities from the initial or renewal application process; de-
leting an obsolete implementation schedule; amending s. 1002.395, F.S.;
renaming the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program the Florida K-12
Education Funding Tax Credit Program; revising the purpose of the
program; revising and deleting terms; deleting provisions made obsolete
by the act; authorizing a taxpayer to elect to make eligible contributions
to the Department of Revenue or Division of Alcoholic Beverages and
Tobacco; specifying the manner in which a taxpayer may elect to make
eligible contributions; requiring all eligible contributions received by
the department and the division to be deposited into a specified fund;
amending s. 1002.40, F.S.; renaming the Hope Scholarship Program the
K-12 Education Funding Tax Credit Program; deleting provisions made
obsolete by the act; revising and deleting terms; authorizing eligible
contributions to be used for K-12 education funding; requiring an eli-
gible contribution to be accompanied by a contribution election form
provided by the Department of Revenue; requiring the Department of
Revenue to develop the form in collaboration with the Department of
Education; providing the information to be included in the form; re-
quiring the Department of Revenue to deposit all receipts of eligible
contributions into a specified fund; requiring the Department of Reve-
nue to adopt rules; amending s. 1002.411, F.S.; conforming a provision
to changes made by the act; amending s. 1002.421, F.S.; providing that
private virtual schools meet the requirement to maintain a physical
location in this state if such virtual schools maintain at least one ad-
ministrative office in a specified manner; requiring certain private
schools to provide reports from a specified public accountant; providing
requirements for such reports; amending s. 1009.971, F.S.; conforming
provisions to changes made by the act; amending ss. 1009.98, 1009.981,
and 1011.61, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made by the act;
amending s. 1011.62, F.S.; deleting a provision requiring that certain
funds not be included in the calculated amount for certain scholarship
awards; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Education; and Appropriations.

By Senators Gruters, Perry, Hooper, Torres, Taddeo, Burgess, Ausley,
Albritton, and Harrell—

SB 50—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the sales and use tax;
amending s. 212.02, F.S.; expanding the definition of the term “retail
sale” to include sales facilitated through a marketplace; conforming a
provision to changes made by the act; amending s. 212.05, F.S.; con-
forming a provision to changes made by the act; amending s. 212.0596,
F.S.; replacing provisions relating to the taxation of mail order sales
with provisions relating to the taxation of remote sales; defining the
terms “remote sale” and “substantial number of remote sales”; providing
that every person making a substantial number of remote sales is a
dealer for purposes of the sales and use tax; creating s. 212.05965, F.S.;
defining terms; providing that certain marketplace providers are deal-
ers for purposes of the sales and use tax; requiring marketplace provi-
ders to provide a certain certification to their marketplace sellers;
specifying requirements for marketplace sellers; requiring marketplace
providers to allow the Department of Revenue to examine and audit
their books and records; specifying the examination and audit authority
of the department; providing that a marketplace seller, rather than the
marketplace provider, is liable for sales tax collection and remittance
under certain circumstances; authorizing marketplace providers and

marketplace sellers to enter into agreements for the recovery of certain
taxes, interest, and penalties; providing construction and applicability;
amending s. 212.06, F.S.; revising the definition of the term “dealer”;
conforming provisions to changes made by the act; amending s. 212.12,
F.S.; deleting the authority of the department’s executive director to
negotiate a collection allowance with certain dealers; conforming pro-
visions to changes made by the act; amending s. 212.18, F.S.; con-
forming a provision to changes made by the act; amending s. 212.20,
F.S.; providing applicability of requirements for refund of taxes ad-
judicated unconstitutionally collected to taxes levied or collected pur-
suant to marketplace provisions; amending s. 213.27, F.S.; conforming
provisions to changes made by the act; providing applicability; author-
izing the department to adopt emergency rules; providing for expiration
of that authority; providing for severability; providing effective dates.

—was referred to the Committees on Commerce and Tourism; Fi-
nance and Tax; and Appropriations.

By Senator Rodrigues—

SB 52—A bill to be entitled An act relating to postsecondary educa-
tion; amending s. 1009.25, F.S.; clarifying fee exemptions for the De-
partment of Children and Families; creating s. 1009.30, F.S.; providing
legislative findings; establishing the Dual Enrollment Scholarship
Program; providing for the administration of the program; providing for
the reimbursement of tuition and costs to eligible postsecondary in-
stitutions; requiring students participating in dual enrollment pro-
grams to meet specified minimum eligibility requirements in order for
institutions to receive reimbursements; requiring participating in-
stitutions to annually report specified information to the Department of
Education by certain dates; providing a reimbursement schedule for
tuition and instructional materials costs; requiring the Department of
Education to reimburse institutions by specified dates; providing that
reimbursement for dual enrollment courses is contingent upon appro-
priations; providing for the prorating of reimbursements under certain
circumstances; requiring the State Board of Education to adopt rules;
creating s. 1012.978, F.S.; authorizing university boards of trustees to
implement a bonus scheme for state university system employees based
on awards for work performance or employee recruitment and reten-
tion; requiring a board of trustees to submit the bonus scheme to the
Board of Governors; requiring the Board of Governors to approve such
bonus scheme before its implementation; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Education; and Appropriations.

By Senators Burgess and Rouson—

SB 54—A bill to be entitled An act relating to motor vehicle in-
surance; repealing ss. 627.730, 627.731, 627.7311, 627.732, 627.733,
627.734, 627.736, 627.737, 627.739, 627.7401, 627.7403, and 627.7405,
F.S., which comprise the Florida Motor Vehicle No-Fault Law; repealing
s. 627.7407, F.S., relating to application of the Florida Motor Vehicle
No-Fault Law; amending s. 316.646, F.S.; revising a requirement for
proof of security on a motor vehicle and the applicability of the re-
quirement; amending s. 318.18, F.S.; conforming a provision to changes
made by the act; making technical changes; amending s. 320.02, F.S.;
revising the motor vehicle insurance coverages that an applicant must
show to register certain vehicles with the Department of Highway
Safety and Motor Vehicles; conforming a provision to changes made by
the act; revising construction; amending s. 320.0609, F.S.; conforming a
provision to changes made by the act; making technical changes;
amending s. 320.27, F.S.; defining the term “garage liability insurance”;
revising garage liability insurance requirements for motor vehicle
dealer applicants; conforming a provision to changes made by the act;
amending s. 320.771, F.S.; revising garage liability insurance require-
ments for recreational vehicle dealer license applicants; amending ss.
322.251 and 322.34, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made by the
act; making technical changes; amending s. 324.011, F.S.; revising
legislative intent; amending s. 324.021, F.S.; revising definitions of the
terms “motor vehicle” and “proof of financial responsibility”; revising
minimum coverage requirements for proof of financial responsibility for
specified motor vehicles; defining the term “for-hire passenger trans-
portation vehicle”; conforming provisions to changes made by the act;
amending s. 324.022, F.S.; revising minimum liability coverage re-
quirements for motor vehicle owners or operators; revising authorized
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methods for meeting such requirements; deleting a provision relating to
an insurer’s duty to defend certain claims; revising the vehicles that are
excluded from the definition of the term “motor vehicle”; providing se-
curity requirements for certain excluded vehicles; conforming provi-
sions to changes made by the act; conforming cross-references;
amending s. 324.0221, F.S.; revising coverages that subject a policy to
certain insurer reporting and notice requirements; conforming provi-
sions to changes made by the act; creating s. 324.0222, F.S.; providing
that driver license or registration suspensions for failure to maintain
required security which were in effect before a specified date remain in
full force and effect; providing that such suspended licenses or regis-
trations may be reinstated as provided in a specified section; amending
s. 324.023, F.S.; conforming cross-references; making technical changes;
amending s. 324.031, F.S.; specifying a method of proving financial re-
sponsibility; revising the amount of a certificate of deposit required to
elect a certain method of proof of financial responsibility; revising ex-
cess liability coverage requirements for a person electing to use such
method; amending s. 324.032, F.S.; revising financial responsibility
requirements for owners or lessees of for-hire passenger transportation
vehicles; amending ss. 324.051, 324.071, and 324.091, F.S.; making
technical changes; amending s. 324.151, F.S.; revising requirements for
motor vehicle liability insurance policies relating to coverage, and ex-
clusion from coverage, for certain drivers and vehicles; defining terms;
conforming provisions to changes made by the act; making technical
changes; amending s. 324.161, F.S.; revising requirements for a certi-
ficate of deposit that is required if a person elects a certain method of
proving financial responsibility; amending s. 324.171, F.S.; revising the
minimum net worth requirements to qualify certain persons as self-
insurers; conforming provisions to changes made by the act; amending
s. 324.251, F.S.; revising the short title and an effective date; amending
s. 400.9905, F.S.; revising the definition of the term “clinic”; amending
ss. 400.991 and 400.9935, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made
by the act; amending s. 409.901, F.S.; revising the definition of the term
“third-party benefit”; amending s. 409.910, F.S.; revising the definition
of the term “medical coverage”; amending s. 456.057, F.S.; conforming a
provision to changes made by the act; amending s. 456.072, F.S.; re-
vising specified grounds for discipline for certain health professions;
defining the term “upcoded”; amending s. 624.155, F.S.; revising con-
ditions for awarding punitive damages; providing that a person is not
entitled to judgments under multiple bad faith remedies; creating s.
624.156, F.S.; providing that the section applies in certain bad faith
failure to settle actions against any insurer for a loss arising out of the
ownership, maintenance, or use of a motor vehicle under specified cir-
cumstances; providing an exception; providing that insurers have a
duty of good faith; defining the term “bad faith failure to settle”; spec-
ifying best practice standards for insurers upon receiving notice of a
claim or a demand for settlement; specifying certain requirements for
insurer communications to an insured in handling first-party and third-
party claims; specifying requirements for the insurer when a loss in-
volves multiple claimants under certain conditions; specifying condi-
tions precedent for claimants filing bad faith failure to settle actions
except those actions filed under a specified section; specifying require-
ments for information that must be included in a demand for settle-
ment; requiring a demand for settlement to release the insured from
liability under certain conditions; requiring the demand for settlement
be served upon the insurer at the address designated with the De-
partment of Financial Services; prohibiting claimants from placing
conditions on acceptance of a demand for settlement other than electing
the right to examine the insured under oath regarding certain in-
formation; authorizing claimants to examine insureds under oath under
certain conditions; authorizing the claimant to request the insured
bring relevant documents to the examination under oath; prohibiting
the claimant from examining the insured under oath regarding liability;
requiring the claimant, insurer, and insured to cooperate in scheduling
the examination under oath; specifying the timeframe within which the
examination must take place; authorizing the claimant to withdraw the
demand for settlement if the insured refuses to submit to an ex-
amination under oath; authorizing an insurer to accept a demand for
settlement if the insured refuses to submit to an examination under
oath; absolving an insurer of a duty to defend and of liability under
certain circumstances; specifying the timeframe within which a clai-
mant may withdraw a demand for settlement; specifying that an in-
surer’s duty of good faith continues unless a claimant’s withdrawal of a
demand for settlement occurs under certain conditions; providing that
insurers may not be held liable in a bad faith failure to settle action if
they tender policy limits within a certain timeframe; specifying that
insurers that accept demands for settlement are entitled to releases of

their insureds; providing an exception; requiring claimants to prove in
any bad faith failure to settle action by a preponderance of the evidence
that the insurer violated its duty of good faith and in bad faith failed to
settle; specifying factors for the trier of fact to consider in determining
whether an insurer violated its duty of good faith and in bad faith failed
to settle; requiring the trier of fact to be informed of an excess judgment;
prohibiting disclosure of certain judgment information to the trier of
fact; limiting damages in bad faith failure to settle actions; providing
that judgment creditors must be subrogated to the rights of the insured
under certain circumstances; prohibiting multiple bad faith remedies;
providing applicability; amending s. 626.9541, F.S.; conforming a pro-
vision to changes made by the act; revising the type of insurance cov-
erage applicable to a certain prohibited act; amending s. 626.989, F.S.;
revising the definition of the term “fraudulent insurance act”; amending
s. 627.06501, F.S.; revising coverages that may provide for a reduction
in motor vehicle insurance policy premium charges under certain cir-
cumstances; amending s. 627.0651, F.S.; specifying requirements for
initial rate filings for motor vehicle liability policies submitted to the
Office of Insurance Regulation beginning on a specified date; amending
s. 627.0652, F.S.; revising coverages that must provide a premium
charge reduction under certain circumstances; amending s. 627.0653,
F.S.; revising coverages subject to premium discounts for specified
motor vehicle equipment; amending s. 627.4132, F.S.; revising cov-
erages that are subject to a stacking prohibition; amending s. 627.4137,
F.S.; requiring that insurers disclose certain information at the request
of a claimant’s attorney; authorizing a claimant to file an action under
certain circumstances; providing for the award of reasonable attorney
fees and costs under certain circumstances; amending s. 627.7263, F.S.;
revising coverages that are deemed primary, except under certain cir-
cumstances, for the lessor of a motor vehicle for lease or rent; revising a
notice that is required if the lessee’s coverage is to be primary; creating
s. 627.7265, F.S.; specifying persons whom medical payments coverage
must protect; requiring medical payments coverage to cover reasonable
expenses for certain medical services provided by specified providers
and facilities and to provide a death benefit; specifying the minimum
medical expense and death benefit limits; specifying coverage options
an insurer is required or authorized to offer; providing construction
relating to limits on certain other coverages; requiring insurers, upon
receiving certain notice of an accident, to hold a specified reserve for
certain purposes for a certain timeframe; providing that the reserve
requirement does not require insurers to establish a claim reserve for
accounting purposes; specifying that an insurer providing medical
payments coverage benefits may not seek a lien on a certain recovery
and may not bring a certain cause of action; authorizing insurers to
include policy provisions allowing for subrogation, under certain cir-
cumstances, for medical payments benefits paid; providing construc-
tion; specifying a requirement for an insured for repayment of medical
payments benefits under certain circumstances; prohibiting insurers
from including policy provisions allowing for subrogation for death
benefits paid; amending s. 627.727, F.S.; revising the legal liability of an
uninsured motorist coverage insurer; conforming provisions to changes
made by the act; amending s. 627.7275, F.S.; revising required cov-
erages for a motor vehicle insurance policy; conforming provisions to
changes made by the act; creating s. 627.7278, F.S.; defining the term
“minimum security requirements”; providing requirements, applicabil-
ity, and construction relating to motor vehicle insurance policies as of a
certain date; requiring insurers to allow certain insureds to make cer-
tain coverage changes, subject to certain conditions; requiring an in-
surer to provide, by a specified date, a specified notice to policyholders
relating to requirements under the act; amending s. 627.728, F.S.;
conforming a provision to changes made by the act; making technical
changes; amending s. 627.7295, F.S.; revising the definitions of the
terms “policy” and “binder”; revising the coverages of a motor vehicle
insurance policy for which a licensed general lines agent may charge a
specified fee; conforming provisions to changes made by the act;
amending s. 627.7415, F.S.; revising additional liability insurance re-
quirements for commercial motor vehicles; creating s. 627.747, F.S.;
providing that private passenger motor vehicle policies may exclude
certain identified individuals from specified coverages under certain
circumstances; providing that such policies may not exclude coverage
under certain circumstances; amending s. 627.748, F.S.; revising in-
surance requirements for transportation network company drivers;
conforming provisions to changes made by the act; amending s. 627.749,
F.S.; conforming a provision to changes made by the act; amending s.
627.8405, F.S.; revising coverages in a policy sold in combination with
an accidental death and dismemberment policy which a premium fi-
nance company may not finance; revising rulemaking authority of the
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Financial Services Commission; amending ss. 627.915, 628.909,
705.184, and 713.78, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made by
the act; making technical changes; amending s. 817.234, F.S.; revising
coverages that are the basis of specified prohibited false and fraudulent
insurance claims; conforming provisions to changes made by the act;
providing an appropriation; providing effective dates.

—was referred to the Committees on Banking and Insurance; Ju-
diciary; and Rules.

By Senator Rodriguez—

SB 56—A bill to be entitled An act relating to community association
assessment notices; amending s. 718.111, F.S.; requiring condominium
associations to maintain specified affirmative acknowledgments as of-
ficial records of the association; specifying that such acknowledgments
are not accessible to unit owners; amending s. 718.116, F.S.; revising
timeframes for foreclosure judgments; conforming provisions to changes
made by the act; amending s. 718.121, F.S.; requiring condominium
associations to deliver certain statements of account to unit owners in a
specified manner; requiring condominium associations to give notice to
unit owners before changing the method of delivery for the statements
of account; providing requirements for the notice; requiring unit owners
to affirmatively acknowledge the changes in delivery methods; prohi-
biting condominium associations from requiring the payment of attor-
ney fees relating to past due assessments without first providing a
specified notice to unit owners; providing requirements for the notice;
revising the timeframe for condominium associations to file liens
against condominium units; conforming provisions to changes made by
the act; amending s. 719.104, F.S.; requiring cooperative associations to
maintain specified affirmative acknowledgments as official records of
the association; specifying that such acknowledgments are not acces-
sible to unit owners; amending s. 719.108, F.S.; requiring cooperative
associations to deliver certain statements of account to unit owners in a
specified manner; requiring cooperative associations to give notice to
unit owners before changing the method of delivery for the statements
of account; providing requirements for the notice; requiring unit owners
to affirmatively acknowledge the changes in delivery methods; prohi-
biting cooperative associations from requiring the payment of attorney
fees relating to past due assessments without first providing specified
notice to unit owners; providing requirements for the notice; revising
the timeframe for cooperative associations to file liens against co-
operative parcels; conforming provisions to changes made by the act;
amending s. 720.303, F.S.; requiring homeowners’ associations to
maintain specified affirmative acknowledgments as official records of
the association; specifying that such acknowledgments are not acces-
sible to parcel owners; amending s. 720.3085, F.S.; requiring home-
owners’ associations to deliver certain statements of account to parcel
owners in a specified manner; requiring homeowners’ associations to
give notice to parcel owners before changing the method of delivery for
the statements of account; providing requirements for the notice; re-
quiring parcel owners to affirmatively acknowledge the changes in de-
livery methods; prohibiting homeowners’ associations from requiring
the payment of attorney fees relating to past due assessments without
first providing specified notice to parcel owners; providing requirements
for the notice; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Regulated Industries; Commu-
nity Affairs; and Rules.

By Senator Rodriguez—

SB 58—A bill to be entitled An act relating to hospitals’ community
benefit reporting; repealing s. 193.019, F.S., relating to reporting of
community benefit expenses for property tax exemption purposes; pro-
viding an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Community Affairs; Finance
and Tax; and Appropriations.

By Senator Bradley—

SB 60—A bill to be entitled An act relating to county and municipal
code enforcement; amending s. 125.69, F.S.; prohibiting code inspectors
designated by boards of county commissioners from initiating in-

vestigations of potential violations of codes and ordinances by way of
anonymous complaints; requiring persons who report potential viola-
tions of codes and ordinances to provide specified information to the
board before an investigation occurs; providing construction; amending
s. 162.06, F.S.; prohibiting code inspectors from initiating enforcement
proceedings for potential violations of codes and ordinances by way of
anonymous complaints; requiring persons who report potential viola-
tions of codes and ordinances to provide specified information to the
respective local government before an investigation occurs; amending s.
162.13, F.S.; providing construction; amending s. 162.21, F.S.; prohi-
biting code enforcement officers from initiating investigations of po-
tential violations of codes and ordinances by way of anonymous com-
plaints; requiring persons who report potential violations of codes and
ordinances to provide specified information to the respective local gov-
ernment before an investigation occurs; providing construction;
amending s. 166.0415, F.S.; prohibiting code inspectors designated by
governing bodies of municipalities from initiating investigations of po-
tential violations of codes and ordinances by way of anonymous com-
plaints; requiring persons who report potential violations of codes and
ordinances to provide specified information to the governing body before
an investigation occurs; providing construction; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Community Affairs; Govern-
mental Oversight and Accountability; and Rules.

By Senator Bradley—

SB 62—A bill to be entitled An act relating to regional planning
councils; amending s. 186.007, F.S.; revising a requirement for the
Executive Office of the Governor to review and consider certain reports,
data, and analyses relating to the revision of the state comprehensive
plan; eliminating the advisory role of regional planning councils in state
comprehensive plan preparation and revision; repealing ss. 186.501,
186.502, 186.503, 186.504, 186.505, 186.506, 186.507, 186.508, 186.509,
186.511, 186.512, and 186.513, F.S., relating to the Florida Regional
Planning Council Act, including a short title, legislative findings, defi-
nitions, the creation and membership of regional planning councils, the
powers and duties of regional planning councils, the powers and duties
of the Executive Office of the Governor relating to the act, strategic
regional policy plans, strategic regional policy plan adoption, a dispute
resolution process, the evaluation of strategic regional policy plans, the
designation of regional planning councils, and reports; repealing s.
186.515, F.S., relating to the creation of regional planning councils
under ch. 163, F.S.; amending s. 215.559, F.S.; requiring the Division of
Emergency Management to give funding priority to certain projects in
counties, rather than regional planning council regions, that meet
specified criteria; amending s. 252.385, F.S.; revising the requirements
for the statewide emergency shelter plan to include the general location
and square footage of special needs shelters by county rather than by
regional planning council region; requiring state funds to be maximized
and targeted to counties with hurricane evacuation shelter deficits ra-
ther than regional planning council regions; amending s. 320.08058,
F.S.; revising the distribution of annual use fees collected for the Tampa
Bay Estuary license plate; amending s. 369.307, F.S.; requiring the St.
Johns River Water Management District, rather than the East Central
Florida Regional Planning Council, to adopt policies to protect the
Wekiva River Protection Area; revising requirements for such policies;
amending s. 369.324, F.S.; requiring the St. Johns River Water Man-
agement District, rather than the East Central Florida Regional Plan-
ning Council, to provide staff support to the Wekiva River Basin Com-
mission; requiring the district to serve as a clearinghouse of baseline or
specialized studies; amending s. 380.05, F.S.; authorizing local gov-
ernments to recommend areas of critical state concern to the state land
planning agency; amending s. 403.7225, F.S.; requiring counties to
make arrangements with the Department of Environmental Protection,
rather than their regional planning councils, to perform hazardous
waste management assessments; amending s. 403.723, F.S.; requiring
the department, rather than regional planning councils, to designate
sites for construction of regional hazardous waste storage or treatment
facilities; amending s. 1013.372, F.S.; providing that if a county does not
have a hurricane evacuation shelter deficit, educational facilities within
the county are not required to incorporate the public shelter criteria;
requiring the Division of Emergency Management to identify the gen-
eral location and square footage of existing and needed shelters by
county rather than by regional planning council region; amending s.
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1013.385, F.S.; authorizing counties, rather than regional planning
councils, to determine whether there is sufficient shelter capacity in a
school district; amending s. 1013.74, F.S.; requiring public hurricane
evacuation shelters in certain counties rather than in regional planning
council regions to be constructed in accordance with public shelter
standards; amending ss. 68.082, 120.52, 120.525, 120.65, 163.3164,
163.3177, 163.3178, 163.3184, 163.3245, 163.568, 164.1031, 186.003,
186.006, 186.008, 186.803, 187.201, 218.32, 258.501, 260.0142,
288.0656, 288.975, 335.188, 338.2278, 339.155, 339.175, 339.63, 339.64,
341.041, 343.54, 369.303, 373.309, 377.703, 378.411, 380.031, 380.045,
380.055, 380.06, 380.061, 380.07, 380.507, 403.0752, 403.503,
403.50663, 403.507, 403.518, 403.522, 403.526, 403.5272, 403.5363,
403.5365, 403.537, 403.704, 403.7226, 403.9403, 403.941, 403.9422,
403.973, 408.033, 420.609, 427.012, 501.171, and 1013.30, F.S.; con-
forming provisions and cross-references to changes made by the act;
amending ss. 339.285, 373.415, and 403.5115, F.S.; conforming cross-
references; reenacting ss. 57.105(5), 57.111(3)(f), and 216.241(3), F.S.,
relating to attorney fees, civil actions and administrative proceedings
initiated by state agencies, and initiation or commencement of new
programs, respectively, to incorporate the amendment made to s.
120.52, F.S., in references thereto; reenacting s. 380.0552(6), F.S., re-
lating to the Florida Keys Area and its protection and designation as an
area of critical state concern, to incorporate the amendment made to s.
380.045, F.S., in a reference thereto; authorizing local governments to
enter into agreements to create regional planning entities; providing an
effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Community Affairs; Judiciary;
and Rules.

By Senator Albritton—

SB 64—A bill to be entitled An act relating to reclaimed water;
amending s. 403.064, F.S.; requiring certain domestic wastewater uti-
lities to submit to the Department of Environmental Protection by a
specified date a plan for eliminating nonbeneficial surface water dis-
charge within a specified timeframe; providing requirements for the
plan; requiring the department to approve plans that meet certain re-
quirements; requiring the department to make a determination re-
garding a plan within a specified timeframe; requiring the utilities to
implement approved plans by specified dates; providing for adminis-
trative and civil penalties; requiring certain utilities to submit updated
annual plans until certain conditions are met; requiring domestic
wastewater utilities applying for permits for new or expanded surface
water discharges to prepare a specified plan for eliminating non-
beneficial discharges as part of its permit application; requiring the
department to submit an annual report to the Legislature by a specified
date; providing applicability; providing construction; authorizing the
department to convene and lead one or more technical advisory groups;
providing that potable reuse is an alternative water supply and that
projects relating to such reuse are eligible for alternative water supply
funding; requiring the department and the water management districts
to develop and execute, by a specified date, a memorandum of agree-
ment for the coordinated review of specified permits; providing that
potable reuse projects are eligible for certain expedited permitting and
priority funding; providing construction; creating s. 403.892, F.S.; de-
fining terms; requiring counties, municipalities, and special districts to
authorize graywater technologies under certain circumstances and to
provide incentives for the implementation of such technologies; pro-
viding requirements for the use of graywater technologies; providing
that the installation of residential graywater systems meets certain
public utility water conservation measure requirements; providing for
the applicability of specified reclaimed water aquifer storage and re-
covery well requirements; providing a declaration of important state
interest; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Environment and Natural Re-
sources; Community Affairs; and Appropriations.

SB 66—Not used.

By Senator Garcia—

SB 68—A bill to be entitled An act relating to public records;
amending s. 119.071, F.S.; exempting personal identifying and location

information of current and former staff and volunteers of domestic
violence centers certified by the Department of Children and Families
under ch. 39, F.S., and personal identifying and location information of
spouses and children of such personnel, from public records require-
ments; providing for future legislative review and repeal of the ex-
emption; providing a statement of public necessity; providing an effec-
tive date.

—was referred to the Committees on Children, Families, and Elder
Affairs; Criminal Justice; and Rules.

By Senator Garcia—

SB 70—A bill to be entitled An act relating to domestic violence
centers; creating s. 39.9057, F.S.; prohibiting the unlawful disclosure of
certain information about domestic violence centers; providing criminal
penalties; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Children, Families, and Elder
Affairs; Criminal Justice; and Rules.

By Senators Brandes, Perry, Baxley, and Hutson—

SB 72—A bill to be entitled An act relating to civil liability for da-
mages relating to COVID-19; creating s. 768.38, F.S.; providing legis-
lative findings and intent; defining terms; providing requirements for a
civil action based on a COVID-19-related claim; providing that the
plaintiff has the burden of proof in such action; providing a statute of
limitations; providing severability; providing retroactive applicability;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Commerce and
Tourism; and Rules.

By Senators Brandes and Burgess—

SB 74—A bill to be entitled An act relating to COVID-19-related
claims against health care providers; creating s. 768.381, F.S.; defining
terms; providing preliminary procedures for civil actions based on
COVID-19-related claims; providing the standard of proof required at
trial for such claims; providing immunity from liability for COVID-19-
related claims under certain circumstances; requiring COVID-19-re-
lated claims to commence within a specified timeframe; providing con-
struction; providing applicability; providing severability; providing for
retroactive application; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Health Policy; and
Rules.

By Senator Boyd—

SB 76—A bill to be entitled An act relating to residential property
insurance; amending s. 627.428, F.S.; providing that, for certain attor-
ney fees awarded for claims arising under property insurance policies, a
strong presumption is created that a lodestar fee is sufficient and rea-
sonable; providing that such presumption may be rebutted only under
certain circumstances; amending s. 627.7011, F.S.; providing that cer-
tain provisions relating to homeowners’ policies, offers of replacement
cost coverage, and offers of law and ordinance coverage do not prohibit
insurers from providing specified property insurance policies by in-
cluding roof surface reimbursement schedules; providing requirements
for roof surface reimbursement schedules; prohibiting cash value cov-
erage for roofs under certain circumstances; amending s. 627.70132,
F.S.; revising property insurance coverages for which a notice of claim
must be given to the insurer within a specified timeframe; revising the
timeframe for providing notices of property insurance claims; revising
the definitions of the terms “supplemental claim” and “reopened claim”;
amending s. 627.7015, F.S.; conforming a provision to changes made by
the act; creating s. 627.70152, F.S.; providing applicability; defining
terms; requiring notice of intent to initiate litigation; specifying re-
quirements for such notice; specifying an assignee’s presuit obligations;
specifying the timeframe within which a notice of intent to initiate li-
tigation must be served; requiring dismissal of certain actions under
specified circumstances; specifying the admissibility of certain evidence;
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providing construction; authorizing an insurer to request to inspect,
photograph, or evaluate certain property; specifying requirements for
such inspections, photographs, and evaluations; authorizing motions to
abate suits under property insurance policies; specifying conditions for
abatement; providing for an award of attorney fees for certain claims
under specified circumstances; providing for an award of attorney fees
following a voluntary dismissal under certain circumstances; requiring
the court to stay proceedings under certain circumstances; amending s.
627.7152, F.S.; deleting definitions; deleting a requirement for a notice
of intent to initiate litigation; deleting requirements for such notice;
deleting a requirement for a written response to the notice of intent to
initiate litigation; deleting requirements for such response; deleting a
provision related to an award of reasonable attorney fees and costs for
certain claims arising under an assignment agreement; deleting a
provision related to an award of reasonable attorney fees and costs
following a voluntary dismissal under certain circumstances; deleting a
requirement for the court to stay proceedings under certain circum-
stances; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Banking and Insurance; Ju-
diciary; and Rules.

By Senator Rodrigues—

SB 78—A bill to be entitled An act relating to dues and uniform
assessments; amending s. 447.301, F.S.; requiring that a public em-
ployee who desires to join an employee organization sign a membership
authorization form; requiring that the form include a specified ac-
knowledgement; requiring an employee organization to revoke an em-
ployee’s membership upon receipt of the employee’s request for re-
vocation; requiring certain employees to provide specified notice to his
or her employer to revoke certain deductions; providing that a revoca-
tion form may not require an employee to state a reason for the re-
vocation; amending s. 447.303, F.S.; providing that certain deductions
commence upon the employer’s receipt and confirmation of the em-
ployee’s signed deduction authorization form; specifying the time period
that an employee’s authorization to deduct dues and uniform assess-
ments remains in effect; reenacting s. 110.114(3), F.S., relating to em-
ployee wage deductions, to incorporate the amendment made to s.
447.303, F.S., in a reference thereto; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Governmental Oversight and
Accountability; Judiciary; and Rules.

By Senators Brodeur and Albritton—

SB 80—A bill to be entitled An act relating to child welfare; creating
s. 39.00146, F.S.; defining terms; requiring the case record of every child
under the supervision or in the custody of the Department of Children
and Families, the department’s agents, or providers contracting with
the department to include a case record face sheet; specifying in-
formation required to be included in the case record face sheet; re-
quiring the department, the department’s agents, and providers con-
tracting with the department to update the case record face sheet
monthly; requiring the department to adopt rules; amending s. 39.522,
F.S.; revising criteria for the court to consider when determining whe-
ther a legal change of custody is in the best interests of the child; pro-
viding a rebuttable presumption that the best interest of the child is to
remain in the current placement; providing for when the presumption is
applicable; establishing the manner to rebut the presumption; amend-
ing s. 39.523, F.S.; providing legislative findings; providing for priority
placements for a child who must be placed in out-of-home care; re-
quiring that sibling groups be placed together under certain circum-
stances; requiring placement decisions for sibling groups be made
pursuant to a specified provision; requiring that child and family team
meetings be held when an important decision regarding the child must
be made; providing the purpose of child and family team meetings;
providing for the composition of child and family teams; providing re-
quirements for child and family team meetings; requiring community-
based care lead agencies and subcontracted agencies to coordinate a
child and family team meeting as part of the comprehensive placement
assessment process; requiring the formation of a team as soon as pos-
sible when the child is removed from the home; requiring the child and
family teams to collaborate with services providers to ensure co-
ordination of existing services; prohibiting the delay of team meetings
under certain circumstances; requiring child and family teams to con-

duct supplemental assessments for certain children; requiring team
participants to gather certain information related to the child for such
supplemental assessments; authorizing the department to discuss
confidential information during the child and family team meeting in
the presence of individuals who participate in the meeting; providing
that information collected by any agency or entity that participates in
the child and family team meeting which is confidential and exempt
upon collection remains confidential and exempt when discussed in
meetings; providing that all individuals who participate in the meeting
must maintain the confidentiality of all information shared during the
meeting; requiring, rather than authorizing, the department to adopt
rules; creating s. 39.5321, F.S.; providing legislative findings and intent;
defining terms; providing for the creation of transition plans for changes
in placement; providing conditions under which a child may be removed
from a caregiver’s home; requiring community-based care lead agencies
to provide services to prevent a change in placement; requiring the
department and community-based care lead agencies to coordinate a
child and family team meeting to develop a transition plan under cer-
tain circumstances; requiring the department or community-based care
lead agency to provide notice of a planned placement change; providing
requirements for the notice; providing for transition planning in
emergency situations; providing child and family meeting requirements
in emergency situations; requiring the department or community-based
care lead agency to provide notice of the emergency placement change to
specified persons; providing requirements for the notice; providing re-
quirements for transition plans made in emergency situations; requir-
ing the department or community-based care lead agency to file such
transition plans with the court within a specified timeframe; requiring
that prospective caregivers be fully informed of certain information
before placement; requiring community-based care lead agencies to
review certain information with prospective caregivers; requiring ad-
ditional considerations for placement changes for infants and young
children; providing findings; providing for determinations to be made to
minimize changes in school placements; providing factors that must be
considered when selecting a new school for a child; requiring children
who enter out-of-home care or undergo changes in placement to remain
with familiar child care providers or early education programs, if pos-
sible; providing requirements for transition plans for transitions be-
tween K-12 schools; requiring the department, in collaboration with the
Quality Parenting Initiative, to develop a form for a specified purpose;
specifying requirements for the form; requiring the department and
community-based care lead agencies to document child and family team
meetings and placement transition decisions in the Florida Safe Fa-
milies Network and include such information in the social study report
for judicial review; requiring the department to adopt rules; creating s.
39.5232, F.S.; providing legislative findings; defining terms; requiring
the department to make reasonable efforts to place siblings in the same
foster, kinship, adoptive, or guardianship home when certain conditions
are met; requiring the department to take certain actions when siblings
are not placed together; specifying that the department and court are
not required to make a placement or change in placement to develop
certain sibling relationships; requiring caseworkers to convene a child
and family team meeting to determine and assess sibling relationships
at the time a child is removed from a home; providing requirements for
such child and family teams and related meetings; requiring the de-
partment and community-based care lead agencies to document in
writing decisions to separate siblings in case files and the Florida Safe
Families Network; specifying requirements for such documentation;
requiring caseworkers to convene a child and family team meeting when
one child does not adjust to placement as a sibling group; requiring the
child and family team to review such placement and choose a plan least
detrimental to each child; requiring the department and community-
based care lead agencies to periodically reassess certain sibling place-
ments; requiring the department and community-based care lead
agencies to determine specified factors when determining whether to
move infants and young children to new placements under certain
conditions; requiring that a child’s transition to a new home be carried
out gradually when it is determined that the child would benefit from
being placed with siblings; requiring the department, in collaboration
with the Quality Parenting Initiative, to develop standard protocols for
caseworkers for use in making specified decisions about child place-
ment; providing considerations for maintaining contact between sib-
lings when separated; providing duties for caregivers; requiring the
department to provide children with specified information relating to
their siblings; requiring the department to make reasonable efforts to
ascertain such information if it is not known; requiring the department
and community-based care lead agencies to convene a child and family
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team meeting under certain conditions; providing that a child has a
right to continued communication with a sibling when the child’s sibling
is also in out-of-home care and such sibling leaves out-of-home care for
any reason; authorizing the court to limit and restrict communication
and visitation upon a finding of clear and convincing evidence that such
communication or visitation is harmful to the child; requiring the court
to direct the department to provide certain services; requiring the de-
partment to adopt rules; amending s. 39.806, F.S.; conforming a cross-
reference; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Children, Families, and Elder
Affairs; Judiciary; and Rules.

By Senators Baxley and Hutson—

SB 82—A bill to be entitled An act relating to sponsorship identifi-
cation disclaimers; amending s. 106.011, F.S.; revising the definition of
the term “electioneering communication” to conform to changes made by
the act; amending s. 106.071, F.S.; modifying provisions governing
general independent expenditure disclaimers to conform to changes
made by the act; amending s. 106.143, F.S.; removing an exemption for
text messages from certain requirements governing political adver-
tisement disclaimers to conform to changes made by the act; amending
s. 106.1439, F.S.; modifying provisions governing general electioneering
communications disclaimer requirements to conform to changes made
by the act; amending s. 106.147, F.S.; establishing sponsorship identi-
fication disclaimer requirements for certain text messages; modifying
existing requirements governing telephone call disclaimers; providing
exceptions and restrictions; providing a penalty; revising the definition
of the term “person” to conform to changes made by the act; amending s.
106.1475, F.S.; requiring specified persons and organizations sending
certain paid text messages to have and maintain a registered agent for
specified purposes; providing exceptions; providing a penalty; providing
an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Ethics and Elections; Judiciary;
and Rules.

By Senator Rodrigues—

SB 84—A bill to be entitled An act relating to retirement; amending s.
121.051, F.S.; providing for compulsory membership in the Florida
Retirement System Investment Plan for employees initially enrolled on
or after a specified date; providing exceptions; conforming provisions to
changes made by the act; amending s. 121.052, F.S.; removing author-
ization for an elected officer to elect membership in the Senior Man-
agement Service Class on or after a specified date; amending s. 121.35,
F.S.; modifying provisions governing participation in the investment
plan for individuals who are eligible to participate in the State Uni-
versity System Optional Retirement Program to conform to changes
made by the act; providing for the transfer of contributions for em-
ployees who default into the investment plan; amending s. 121.4501,
F.S.; modifying provisions governing the administration of the invest-
ment plan to reflect compulsory membership for specified employees;
amending s. 121.74, F.S.; revising the employer assessment rate to fund
certain administrative and educational expenses related to investment
plan administration as of a specified date; amending ss. 238.072 and
413.051, F.S.; conforming cross-references to changes made by the act;
providing a declaration of important state interest; providing an effec-
tive date.

—was referred to the Committees on Governmental Oversight and
Accountability; and Appropriations.

By Senator Baxley—

SB 86—A bill to be entitled An act relating to student financial aid;
amending s. 1009.25, F.S.; making technical changes; amending s.
1009.40, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made by the act; re-
quiring that eligibility for state financial aid awards and tuition assis-
tance grants be reevaluated each term and identify students’ program of
study; providing additional eligibility criteria for financial aid awards
and tuition assistance grants, beginning with a specified academic year;
providing that eligibility for such funds is contingent on enrollment in
certain career certificate or degree programs; providing that students

who have not yet been admitted to such a program are eligible to receive
certain funding; creating s. 1009.46, F.S.; providing the duties of post-
secondary educational institutions with regard to financial aid and
tuition assistance programs; specifying penalties for noncompliance;
requiring the Board of Governors and the State Board of Education to
each approve, by a specified date, a list of career certificate and un-
dergraduate and graduate degree programs that they determine lead
directly to employment; requiring that each list include specified in-
formation; requiring each list to include programs from independent
colleges and universities; requiring that the lists be updated annually;
amending s. 1009.50, F.S.; revising the formula for calculating how
Florida Public Student Assistance Grant Program funds are dis-
tributed; deleting a provision authorizing Florida Public Student As-
sistance Grant Program funds to be deposited in the State Student
Financial Assistance Trust Fund; deleting a provision requiring any
balance in the trust fund which was allocated to the Florida Public
Student Assistance Grant Program at the end of the fiscal year to re-
main therein; amending s. 1009.505, F.S.; deleting a provision author-
izing Florida Public Postsecondary Career Education Student Assis-
tance Grant Program funds to be deposited in the trust fund; deleting a
provision requiring any balance in the trust fund which was allocated to
the Florida Public Postsecondary Career Education Student Assistance
Grant Program at the end of the fiscal year to remain therein; amending
s. 1009.51, F.S.; revising the formula for calculating how Florida Private
Student Assistance Grant Program funds are distributed; deleting a
provision authorizing Florida Private Student Assistance Grant Pro-
gram funds to be deposited in the trust fund; deleting a provision re-
quiring any balance in the trust fund which was allocated to the Florida
Private Student Assistance Grant Program at the end of the fiscal year
to remain therein; amending s. 1009.52, F.S.; revising the formula for
how Florida Postsecondary Student Assistance Grant Program funds
are distributed; deleting a provision authorizing Florida Postsecondary
Student Assistance Grant Program funds to be deposited in the trust
fund; deleting a provision requiring any balance in the trust fund which
was allocated to the Florida Postsecondary Student Assistance Grant
Program at the end of the fiscal year to remain therein; amending s.
1009.53, F.S.; requiring the Department of Education to advertise the
Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program to specified persons no
later than September 1 of each year; deleting a provision authorizing
unused Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program funds to be carried
forward; deleting a provision authorizing certain students to receive
specified loans; amending s. 1009.532, F.S.; requiring, beginning with a
specified academic year, that the maximum number of credit hours
which can be awarded under the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship
Program be reduced by the number of postsecondary credit hours the
student has earned from certain articulated acceleration mechanisms;
amending s. 1009.534, F.S.; revising and expanding eligibility require-
ments of the Florida Academic Scholars award; providing that a Florida
Academic Scholar is eligible for an award equal to the amount specified
in the General Appropriations Act; amending s. 1009.5341, F.S.; au-
thorizing a Bright Futures Scholarship recipient to apply the unused
portion of a Florida Academic Scholars award or Florida Medallion
Scholars award toward graduate study for a specified academic year;
authorizing a Bright Futures Scholarship recipient to apply the unused
portion of a Florida Academic Scholars award or Florida Medallion
Scholars award toward graduate study in a specified degree field, paid
at the undergraduate rate, beginning with a specified academic year;
amending s. 1009.535, F.S.; revising and expanding eligibility for
Florida Medallion Scholars awards; providing that the amount of
Florida Medallion Scholars’ awards is as specified in the General Ap-
propriations Act; creating s. 1009.71, F.S.; establishing the Florida
Bright Opportunities Grant Program; requiring the program to be ad-
ministered by the participating institutions subject to state board rules;
providing the purpose of the program; specifying eligibility require-
ments for the program; prohibiting institutions from imposing addi-
tional eligibility requirements on students; requiring the program to
cover remaining tuition and fees for eligible students after the appli-
cation of all other federal and state financial aid, with a stipend for
books as specified in the General Appropriations Act; requiring program
awards to be allocated on a first-come, first-served basis; requiring re-
turning students to receive priority over new students; providing the
duration of the award; requiring funds to be distributed to eligible in-
stitutions based on a formula approved by the state board; requiring the
formula to consider specified criteria; requiring grants to be transmitted
to institutions in advance of the registration period; requiring institu-
tions to notify students of award amounts; requiring institutions to
determine the eligibility status of each student at a specified time;
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prohibiting institutions from being required to reevaluate student
eligibility after the specified time; requiring institutions to report
specified information to the department; requiring institutions to remit
to the department any undisbursed advances within a specified time-
frame; requiring the state board to adopt rules; creating s. 1009.711,
F.S.; establishing the Florida Endeavor Scholarship Program; requiring
the award to cover tuition and registration fees for eligible students at a
Florida College System institution, a career center, or a charter tech-
nical career center; specifying eligibility for students without a high
school credential; requiring enrollment in specified programs; requiring
completion of specified clock hours and a minimum postsecondary grade
point average; requiring program awards to be allocated on a first-come,
first-served basis; requiring returning students to be given priority over
new students; providing the duration of the award; requiring funds to be
distributed to eligible institutions based on a formula approved by the
state board; requiring the formula to consider specified criteria; re-
quiring grants to be transmitted to institutions in advance of the re-
gistration period; requiring institutions to notify students of award
amounts; requiring institutions to determine the eligibility status of
each student at a specified time; prohibiting institutions from being
required to reevaluate student eligibility after the specified time; re-
quiring institutions to report specified information to the department;
requiring institutions to remit to the department any undisbursed ad-
vances within a specified timeframe; requiring the state board to adopt
rules; amending s. 1009.893, F.S.; requiring a student who enrolls in a
baccalaureate degree program in specified academic years to comply
with certain requirements to attain a Benacquisto Scholarship; pro-
viding that the amount awarded under the program will be as specified
in the General Appropriations Act; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Education; and Appropriations.

By Senators Brodeur and Baxley—

SB 88—A bill to be entitled An act relating to farming operations;
amending s. 823.14, F.S.; revising legislative findings; defining the term
“agritourism activity”; revising the definition of the term “farm opera-
tion”; prohibiting farms from being held liable for certain claims for tort
liability except under certain circumstances; providing a burden of
proof; prohibiting nuisance actions from being filed against farm op-
erations unless specified conditions are met; providing requirements for
and limitations on damages; providing that plaintiffs who bring nui-
sance actions against farm operations are liable for certain costs and
expenses under certain conditions; amending ss. 193.4517, 316.5501,
633.202, and 812.015, F.S.; conforming cross-references; reenacting ss.
163.3162(2)(b), 163.3163(3)(b), 403.9337(4), and 570.86(4), F.S., relating
to agricultural lands and practices, applications for development per-
mits and disclosure and acknowledgment of contiguous sustainable
agricultural land, Model Ordinance for Florida-Friendly Fertilizer Use
on Urban Landscapes, and definitions relating to agritourism, respec-
tively, to incorporate the amendments made by this act to s. 823.14,
F.S., in references thereto; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Environment and
Natural Resources; and Rules.

By Senator Baxley—

SB 90—A bill to be entitled An act relating to vote-by-mail ballots;
amending s. 101.62, F.S.; limiting the duration of requests for vote-by-
mail ballots to all elections held within a calendar year of a request;
amending s. 101.68, F.S.; authorizing the canvassing of vote-by-mail
ballots upon the completion of the public preelection testing of auto-
matic tabulating equipment; providing for construction and applicabil-
ity; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Ethics and Elections; Govern-
mental Oversight and Accountability; and Rules.

By Senator Bean—

SB 92—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Department of
Children and Families; amending s. 20.19, F.S.; requiring the depart-
ment to establish community alliances in each community-based care

lead agency service area; requiring community alliances to adopt cer-
tain bylaws; revising the membership of community alliances; amend-
ing s. 39.4015, F.S.; requiring, rather than authorizing, the department
to develop a family-finding program; removing the limitation that the
development of family-finding programs is subject to available re-
sources; requiring that family finding begin as soon as a child is taken
into custody of the department; making technical changes; amending s.
39.4087, F.S.; requiring the department to treat caregivers in a specified
manner; requiring the department to provide certain information to and
training for caregivers of children in foster care; removing the re-
quirement that such information be provided subject to available re-
sources; expanding certain information that is required to be fully dis-
closed to the caregivers to include the child’s issues related to
behavioral health; making technical changes; amending s. 39.5086,
F.S.; removing the limitation that the development of kinship navigator
programs is subject to available resources; requiring, rather than au-
thorizing, each community-based care lead agency to establish a kinship
navigator program; amending s. 394.9082, F.S.; requiring the depart-
ment to collect and post specified information on its website for each
managing entity under contract with the department; defining the term
“employee”; providing a limitation on the managing entity employees’
salaries; requiring that contracts and amendments to existing contracts
between the department and managing entities include a specified
provision; creating s. 394.90825, F.S.; defining terms; requiring a board
member or an officer of a managing entity to disclose specified activity
that may reasonably be construed as a conflict of interest; creating a
rebuttable presumption of a conflict of interest if the activity was acted
upon by the board without prior notice; establishing a process for the
managing entity’s board of directors to address the activity under cer-
tain timelines; providing for certain consequences for failure to obtain a
board’s approval or failure to properly disclose a contract as a conflict of
interest; amending s. 409.987, F.S.; requiring the department to develop
an alternative plan to contracting with a lead agency in a community
under certain circumstances; providing requirements for the alternative
plan; defining terms; requiring a board member or an officer of a lead
agency to disclose activity that may reasonably be construed as a con-
flict of interest; creating a rebuttable presumption of a conflict of in-
terest if the activity was acted upon by the board without prior notice;
establishing a process for the lead agency’s board of directors to address
the activity under certain timelines; providing for certain consequences
for failure to obtain a board’s approval or failure to properly disclose a
contract as a conflict of interest; amending s. 409.988, F.S.; deleting a
requirement that lead agencies post their current budgets on their
websites; requiring a lead agency to demonstrate the ability to adhere to
all best child welfare practices; amending s. 409.992, F.S.; defining the
term “employee”; revising a limitation on salaries of community-based
care lead agency employees; requiring that contracts and amendments
to existing contracts between the department and lead agencies include
a specified provision; amending s. 409.996, F.S.; requiring that con-
tracts between the department and lead agencies provide information to
the department which specifies how the lead agency will adhere to all
best child welfare practices; requiring the department to collect and
post on its website specified information relating to contracts between
lead agencies and the department; creating s. 409.998, F.S.; providing
legislative findings and intent; requiring the department to establish a
program that consists of a child and family well-being system; requiring
the designated lead agency to carry out programmatic functions; de-
fining the term “child and family well-being system”; specifying pro-
gram requirements; requiring the department, in collaboration with
specified entities, to design, implement, and evaluate the program re-
quirements; requiring the Florida Institute for Child Welfare, by a
specified date, to annually submit a report to the Governor and the
Legislature; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Children, Families, and Elder
Affairs; Appropriations Subcommittee on Health and Human Services;
and Appropriations.

By Senator Brodeur—

SB 94—A bill to be entitled An act relating to water storage north of
Lake Okeechobee; creating s. 373.4599, F.S.; defining terms; requiring
the South Florida Water Management District to request that the
United States Army Corps of Engineers seek congressional approval of
a project implementation report for the Lake Okeechobee Watershed
Restoration Project by a specified date; requiring the district to seek a
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project partnership agreement with the corps upon such approval; re-
quiring the district, in partnership with the corps, to expedite the de-
velopment and implementation of aquifer storage and recovery wells;
requiring the district to perform necessary scientific investigation and
monitoring with implementation of such storage and recovery; requir-
ing the district to expedite implementation of the aquifer storage and
recovery science plan developed by the district and the corps; providing
an implementation schedule for project sites; requiring the district, in
partnership with the corps, to pursue expeditious implementation of
certain wetland restoration projects; requiring the district to submit a
report to the Legislature by a specified date; providing requirements for
the report; providing a directive to the Division of Law Revision; pro-
viding an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Environment and Natural Re-
sources; and Appropriations.

By Senator Book—

SB 96—A bill to be entitled An act relating to child welfare; creating
s. 39.101, F.S.; transferring existing provisions relating to the central
abuse hotline of the Department of Children and Families; providing
additional requirements relating to the hotline; revising requirements
for certain statistical reports that the department is required to collect
and analyze; amending s. 39.201, F.S.; revising when a person is re-
quired to report to the central abuse hotline; requiring animal control
officers and certain agents to provide their names to hotline staff; re-
quiring central abuse hotline counselors to advise reporters of certain
information; requiring counselors to receive specified periodic training;
revising requirements relating to reports of abuse involving impreg-
nation of children; providing requirements for the department when
handling reports of child abuse, neglect, or abandonment by a parent or
caregiver and reports of child-on-child sexual abuse; amending s.
39.2015, F.S.; specifying serious incidents for which the department is
required to provide an immediate multiagency investigation; requiring
an immediate onsite investigation by a critical incident rapid response
team when reports are received by the department containing allega-
tions of the sexual abuse of certain children; revising membership of
multiagency teams; amending s. 39.202, F.S.; expanding the author-
ization of access to certain confidential records to include members of
standing or select legislative committees, upon request, within a spec-
ified timeframe; amending s. 39.205, F.S.; providing construction;
specifying that certain persons are not relieved from the duty to report
by notifying a supervisor; creating s. 39.208, F.S.; providing legislative
findings and intent; providing responsibilities for child protective in-
vestigators relating to animal cruelty; providing criminal, civil, and
administrative immunity to child protective investigators who report
known or suspected animal cruelty; providing responsibilities for ani-
mal control officers relating to child abuse, abandonment, and neglect;
providing criminal penalties; requiring the department to develop
training in consultation with the Florida Animal Control Association
which relates to child and animal cruelty; providing requirements for
such training; requiring the department to adopt rules; amending s.
39.302, F.S.; conforming cross-references; authorizing certain persons to
be represented by an attorney or accompanied by another person under
certain circumstances during institutional investigations; providing
requirements relating to institutional investigations; amending s.
39.3035, F.S.; providing a description of child advocacy centers; creating
s. 39.4092, F.S.; providing legislative findings; authorizing offices of
criminal conflict and civil regional counsel to establish a multi-
disciplinary legal representation model program to serve parents of
children in the dependency system; requiring the department to colla-
borate with the office to implement a program and provide funding;
specifying program requirements; defining the term “parent-peer spe-
cialist”; requiring each region that establishes a multidisciplinary legal
representation model program to submit an annual report by a certain
date to the Office of Program Policy Analysis and Government Ac-
countability; requiring the office to compile the reports and include such
information in a specified report sent to the Governor and the Legis-
lature by a specified date; authorizing the office of criminal conflict and
civil regional counsel to adopt rules; amending s. 409.1415, F.S.; re-
quiring the department to make available specified training for care-
givers on the life skills necessary for children in out-of-home care; re-
quiring the department to establish the Foster Information Center for
specified purposes; requiring community-based care lead agencies to
provide certain information and resources to kinship caregivers and to

provide specified assistance to such caregivers; requiring lead agencies
to provide caregivers with a certain telephone number; repealing s.
409.1453, F.S., relating to the design and dissemination of training for
foster care caregivers; repealing s. 409.1753, F.S.; relating to duties of
the department relating to foster care; providing legislative intent;
amending s. 827.071, F.S.; renaming the term “sexual bestiality” as
“sexual contact with an animal” and redefining the term; amending s.
828.126, F.S.; revising and defining terms; revising prohibitions relat-
ing to sexual conduct and sexual contact with an animal; revising
criminal penalties; requiring a court to issue certain orders; revising
applicability; amending s. 828.27, F.S.; requiring county and municipal
animal control officers to complete specified training; requiring that
animal control officers be provided with opportunities to attend such
training during normal work hours; amending s. 921.0022, F.S.; as-
signing an offense severity ranking for sexual activities involving ani-
mals; amending s. 1012.795, F.S.; requiring the Education Practices
Commission to suspend the educator certificate of instructional per-
sonnel and school administrators for failing to report known or sus-
pected child abuse under certain circumstances; amending ss. 39.301,
119.071, 322.09, and 934.03, F.S.; conforming cross-references; provid-
ing effective dates.

—was referred to the Committees on Children, Families, and Elder
Affairs; Appropriations; and Rules.

SB 98—Not introduced.

By Senators Harrell and Taddeo—

SB 100—A bill to be entitled An act relating to highway projects;
repealing s. 163.3168(4), F.S., relating to applications for funding for
technical assistance relating to areas in and around a proposed multi-
use corridor interchange; amending s. 334.044, F.S.; revising the powers
and duties of the Department of Transportation relating to the work-
force development program; repealing s. 338.2278, F.S., relating to the
Multi-use Corridors of Regional Economic Significance Program;
amending s. 338.236, F.S.; deleting a requirement for the department to
give priority consideration to placement of staging areas in certain
counties; amending s. 339.0801, F.S.; requiring that $35 million trans-
ferred to Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise be used for a specified purpose
beginning in a specified fiscal year and annually for up to 30 years
thereafter; conforming provisions to changes made by the act; amending
s. 339.0801, F.S.; deleting a requirement for a specified amount of funds
to be transferred to Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise for a specified pur-
pose; creating s. 339.0803, F.S.; requiring that certain increased reve-
nues be used to fund specified projects beginning in a specified fiscal
year and annually thereafter; authorizing such revenues to be used for
certain projects; requiring the department to prioritize the use of cer-
tain facilities when upgrading arterial highways; providing construc-
tion; providing that such funding is in addition to other statutory
funding allocations; repealing s. 339.1373, F.S., relating to funding of
the Multi-use Corridors of Regional Economic Significance Program;
creating s. 339.66, F.S.; providing legislative findings; requiring the
department, in coordination with the Florida Turnpike Enterprise, to
evaluate certain roadways for development of specific controlled access
facilities and to include such projects in the work program; authorizing
the department to upgrade roadways with targeted improvements;
prohibiting the department from reducing nontolled general use lanes of
an existing facility; requiring the department to maintain existing ac-
cess points; providing for access points for certain property owners;
specifying the location of tolling points and requiring a nontolled al-
ternative for local traffic; requiring any new alignments to be establish
with a specified goal; providing that any tolled facilities are approved
turnpike projects and part of the turnpike system; designating a con-
trolled-access portion of a specified roadway a Strategic Intermodal
System facility; providing for applicability of a specified economic fea-
sibility requirement and a specified statement of environmental feasi-
bility; requiring environmental review of projects as specified; requiring
certain decisions to be determined in accordance with applicable de-
partment rules, policies, and procedures; requiring, to the greatest ex-
tent practicable, that roadway alignments, project alignment, and in-
terchange locations be designed as specified; providing for funding
sources; providing that project construction is not eligible for funding
until completion of 30 percent of the project design phase, with excep-
tions; authorizing the Division of Bond Finance to issue specified bonds
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on behalf of the department to finance certain projects; creating s.
339.67, F.S.; requiring the department to develop and include con-
struction of controlled access facilities in the work program of a certain
facility; requiring the facility to be developed using existing roadway or
portions thereof; requiring the facilities to be developed no later than a
specified date to the maximum extent feasible; creating s. 339.68, F.S.;
requiring the department to identify and include in the work program
projects to increase capacity by widening existing two-lane arterial
rural roads to four lanes; providing requirements for roads to be in-
cluded in work program projects; requiring the department to annually
fund at least a specified amount for such projects; providing legislative
findings; requiring the department to commence project development
and environmental phase of an extension of the Florida Turnpike; re-
quiring the department to prepare a specified report and to submit the
report to the Governor and Legislature by a specified date; providing
effective dates.

—was referred to the Committees on Transportation; and Appro-
priations.

Senate Bills 102-120—Not used.

By Senators Baxley, Garcia, Albritton, and Harrell—

SB 122—A bill to be entitled An act relating to surrendered newborn
infants; amending s. 383.50, F.S.; revising and defining terms; author-
izing the Department of Health to approve, and certain hospitals,
emergency medical services stations, and fire stations to use, newborn
infant safety devices to accept surrendered newborn infants under
certain circumstances; requiring such hospitals, emergency medical
services stations, or fire stations to physically check and test the devices
at specified intervals; conforming provisions to changes made by the act;
providing additional locations to which the prohibition on the initiation
of criminal investigations based solely on the surrendering of a newborn
infant applies; amending s. 63.0423, F.S.; conforming a cross-reference;
making conforming and technical changes; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Policy; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Health and Human Services; and Appropriations.

By Senator Hooper—

SB 124—A bill to be entitled An act relating to residential swimming
pool safety; providing a short title; amending s. 468.8323, F.S.; requir-
ing a home inspector to include certain information relating to swim-
ming pools in his or her report; amending s. 515.27, F.S.; requiring that
new residential swimming pools meet an additional requirement in
order to pass final inspection and receive a certificate of completion;
requiring that certain pool safety features meet specified standards;
prohibiting a property owner from transferring ownership of a parcel
that includes a swimming pool unless certain requirements are met;
providing civil penalties rather than criminal penalties; amending s.
515.31, F.S.; conforming a cross-reference; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Regulated Industries; Commu-
nity Affairs; and Rules.

By Senator Hutson—

SB 126—A bill to be entitled An act relating to sexual offender re-
gistration; amending s. 943.0435, F.S.; redefining the term “sexual of-
fender”; providing that certain persons are deemed released upon con-
viction; amending ss. 92.55, 934.255, 943.0595, 947.1405, 948.30, and
948.31, F.S.; conforming cross-references; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Judiciary; and
Rules.

By Senators Bradley and Diaz—

SB 128—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Florida Talent
Development Council; amending s. 1004.015, F.S.; requiring the council,
by a specified date, to submit to specified entities a report that includes

recommendations on the feasibility of establishing and implementing
the Pathways in Technology Early College High School (P-TECH) pro-
gram or a similar program; defining the term “P-TECH program”;
providing requirements for the report; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education; and Rules.

By Senators Rouson and Harrell—

SB 130—A bill to be entitled An act relating to mental health and
substance use disorders; amending s. 394.4573, F.S.; providing that the
use of peer specialists is an essential element of a coordinated system of
care in recovery from a substance use disorder or mental illness; making
a technical change; amending s. 397.4073, F.S.; revising background
screening requirements for certain peer specialists; amending s.
397.417, F.S.; providing legislative findings and intent; revising re-
quirements for certification as a peer specialist; requiring the Depart-
ment of Children and Families to develop a training program for peer
specialists and to give preference to trainers who are certified peer
specialists; requiring the training program to coincide with a compe-
tency exam and to be based on current practice standards; requiring the
department to certify peer specialists, either directly or by approving a
third-party credentialing entity; requiring that a person providing re-
covery support services be certified or be supervised by a licensed be-
havioral health care professional or a certified peer specialist; author-
izing the department, a behavioral health managing entity, or the
Medicaid program to reimburse a peer specialist service as a recovery
service; encouraging Medicaid managed care plans to use peer specia-
lists in providing recovery services; requiring peer specialists and cer-
tain persons to meet the requirements of a background screening as a
condition of employment and continued employment; requiring certain
entities to forward fingerprints to specified entities; requiring that fees
for state and federal fingerprint processing be borne by the peer spe-
cialist applying for employment; requiring that any arrest record
identified through background screening be reported to the department;
authorizing the department or certain other agencies to contract with
certain vendors for fingerprinting; specifying requirements for vendors;
specifying disqualifying offenses for a peer specialist who applies for
certification; authorizing a person who does not meet background
screening requirements to request an exemption from disqualification
from the department or the agency; providing that a peer specialist
certified as of the effective date of this act is deemed to satisfy the
requirements of this act; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Children, Families, and Elder
Affairs; Appropriations Subcommittee on Health and Human Services;
and Appropriations.

By Senator Hutson—

SB 132—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the rental of home-
stead property; amending s. 196.061, F.S.; revising criteria under which
rental of homestead property is allowed for tax exemption purposes and
not considered abandoned; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Community Affairs; Finance
and Tax; and Appropriations.

By Senator Brandes—

SB 134—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Beverage Law;
amending s. 561.20, F.S.; authorizing certain food service establish-
ments to sell or deliver alcoholic beverages for off-premises consumption
if specified requirements are met; amending s. 564.09, F.S.; revising
provisions that authorize a restaurant to allow patrons to remove par-
tially consumed bottles of wine from a restaurant for off-premises con-
sumption; authorizing certain restaurants to sell or deliver wine in
specified packages under certain circumstances; amending s. 565.045,
F.S.; revising requirements for the sale of alcoholic beverages by certain
vendors; authorizing certain vendors to deliver specified alcoholic bev-
erages and liquor under certain circumstances; reenacting ss.
316.1936(9) and 564.05, F.S., relating to the possession of open con-
tainers of alcoholic beverages in vehicles and the limitation of size of
individual wine containers, respectively, to incorporate the amend-
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ments made to s. 564.09, F.S., in references thereto; providing an ef-
fective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Regulated Industries; Com-
merce and Tourism; and Rules.

By Senator Brandes—

SB 136—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Energy 2040 Task
Force; creating the Energy 2040 Task Force within the Public Service
Commission; specifying the purpose of the task force; requiring the task
force to make recommendations, giving consideration to certain topics;
requiring the commission to provide administrative and support ser-
vices; specifying the task force membership; authorizing the task force
to establish advisory committees; specifying that the task force and any
advisory committee members will serve without compensation, but are
entitled to per diem and travel expenses; requiring that state agencies
assist and cooperate with the task force and any advisory committees;
specifying that appointments to the task force be made by a certain
date; specifying the first meeting of the task force; specifying the process
for filling vacancies; specifying quorum and voting procedures; requir-
ing the task force to submit recommendations to the Governor and the
Legislature by a specified date; providing an expiration date; providing
an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Regulated Industries; Appro-
priations Subcommittee on Agriculture, Environment, and General
Government; and Appropriations.

By Senators Brandes and Rodriguez—

SB 138—A bill to be entitled An act relating to electric vehicles;
amending s. 316.003, F.S.; revising definitions; authorizing the De-
partment of Transportation to adopt rules; amending s. 334.046, F.S.;
revising the department’s goals relating to mobility; creating s.
339.0802, F.S.; requiring that certain funds be used for specified pur-
poses relating to the Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Grant Program,
beginning in a specified year; requiring that certain funds remain in the
State Transportation Trust Fund, beginning in a specified year; pro-
viding for future expiration of the requirements; creating s. 339.286,
F.S.; requiring the department to establish the Electric Vehicle Infra-
structure Grant Program; providing the purpose of the program; pro-
viding for the distribution of grants to certain entities to install electric
vehicle charging infrastructure; providing grant requirements; provid-
ing requirements for equipment installed using grant funds; requiring
the department to develop and publish criteria for the prioritization of
grant applications and to maintain a prioritized list of approved appli-
cations; requiring the department to continually review emerging re-
search, policies, and standards; requiring the department to publish
certain information; authorizing the department to develop a model
plan for local governments; requiring the department to adopt rules;
amending s. 366.94, F.S.; specifying that certain rules adopted by the
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services may not require
specific methods of sale for electric vehicle charging equipment used in,
and services provided in, this state; providing an appropriation; pro-
viding effective dates.

—was referred to the Committees on Transportation; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism, and Economic Develop-
ment; and Appropriations.

By Senator Brandes—

SB 140—A bill to be entitled An act relating to fees; amending s.
320.08001, F.S.; creating additional fees for electric vehicles; creating a
license tax and an additional fee for plug-in hybrid electric vehicles;
providing for the distribution of proceeds from the additional fees; re-
quiring, on specified dates, the Department of Highway Safety and
Motor Vehicles to increase the additional fees, subject to certain re-
quirements; providing that certain vehicles are exempt from specified
fees; providing for the future expiration and reversion of specified
statutory text; providing a contingent effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Transportation; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism, and Economic Develop-
ment; and Appropriations.

By Senator Brandes—

SB 142—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Beverage Law;
repealing s. 564.05, F.S., relating to limitations on the size of individual
wine containers; repealing s. 564.055, F.S., relating to limitations on the
size of individual cider containers; amending s. 564.09, F.S.; revising
provisions that authorize a restaurant to allow patrons to remove par-
tially consumed bottles of wine from the restaurant for off-premises
consumption; amending s. 565.03, F.S.; redefining the terms “branded
product” and “craft distillery”; revising the requirements for the sale of
branded products by a licensed distillery or craft distillery to con-
sumers; deleting a provision that prohibits a craft distillery from selling
more than six individual containers of a branded product to a consumer;
revising requirements relating to the shipping of distilled spirits to
consumers by a craft distillery; deleting requirements relating to the
transfer of certain distillery licenses and ownership therein; deleting a
prohibition against certain affiliations; authorizing a craft distillery to
transfer specified quantities of specified distilled spirits from certain
locations to its souvenir gift shop; requiring a craft distillery making
such transfers to submit certain excise taxes with its monthly report to
the Division of Alcoholic Beverages and Tobacco of the Department of
Business and Professional Regulation; amending s. 561.221, F.S.; au-
thorizing the division to issue vendor’s licenses to certain distilleries for
the sale of alcoholic beverages on the distillery’s licensed premises; re-
quiring that the licensed vendor premises be included on certain sket-
ches and diagrams under certain circumstances; requiring that all re-
visions to sketches or diagrams be approved by the division; requiring
the division to issue permits to distilleries for conducting tastings and
sales at certain events; requiring distilleries to pay entry fees for such
events and have a representative of the distillery present at each event;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Regulated Industries; Com-
merce and Tourism; and Rules.

By Senators Brandes and Rodrigues—

SB 144—A bill to be entitled An act relating to searches of cellular
phones and other electronic devices; amending s. 933.02, F.S.; expand-
ing the grounds for issuance of a search warrant to include content held
within a cellular phone, portable electronic communication device, or
microphone-enabled household device when such content constitutes
evidence relevant to proving that a felony has been committed;
amending s. 933.04, F.S.; adopting the constitutional protection against
unreasonable interception of private communications by any means for
purposes of obtaining a search warrant; amending s. 934.01, F.S.; re-
vising and providing legislative findings; amending s. 934.02, F.S.; re-
defining the terms “oral communication” and “electronic communica-
tion”; defining the terms “microphone-enabled household device” and
“portable electronic communication device”; amending s. 934.03, F.S.;
authorizing specified persons to provide information, facilities, or
technical assistance to a person authorized by law to intercept wire,
oral, or electronic communications if such person has been provided
with a search warrant issued by a judge of competent jurisdiction;
prohibiting specified persons from disclosing the existence of any in-
terception of a wire, oral, or electronic communication with respect to
which the person has been served with a search warrant, rather than a
court order; amending s. 934.06, F.S.; prohibiting the use of certain
communication content in any trial, hearing, or other proceeding which
was obtained without a specified warrant; providing an exception;
amending s. 934.07, F.S.; authorizing a judge to issue a search warrant,
rather than grant a court order, in conformity with specified provisions;
authorizing the Department of Law Enforcement to request a law en-
forcement agency that provided certain information to join the depart-
ment in seeking a new search warrant; amending s. 934.09, F.S.; re-
quiring that each application for a search warrant, rather than an
order, authorizing or approving the interception of wire, oral, or elec-
tronic communications be made in writing and state the applicant’s
authority; revising the required information that each application for a
search warrant must include; authorizing a judge to authorize a search
warrant ex parte, rather than an ex parte order, based on the applica-
tion under certain circumstances; specifying requirements for search
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warrants, rather than orders, issued under certain circumstances; au-
thorizing an aggrieved person to move to suppress the contents of cer-
tain wire, oral, or electronic communications before, as well as during, a
trial, hearing, or proceeding; providing for inadmissibility of certain
evidence if a certain motion is granted; authorizing a judge of competent
jurisdiction to authorize interception within this state under specified
circumstances; amending s. 934.10, F.S., and reenacting subsection (1),
relating to civil remedies; providing that a good faith reliance on a
search warrant, rather than a court order, subpoena, or legislative
authorization, issued under certain provisions constitutes a complete
defense against specified actions; amending s. 934.21, F.S.; revising the
exceptions to conduct that constitutes unlawful access to stored com-
munications; conforming a provision to changes made by the act;
amending s. 934.42, F.S.; defining the terms “historical location data,”
“mobile tracking device,” and “real-time location tracking”; authorizing
an investigative or law enforcement officer to apply to a judge of com-
petent jurisdiction for a search warrant, rather than an order, author-
izing real-time location tracking or acquisition of historical location
data; requiring an application for a search warrant to include a state-
ment setting forth a reasonable period of time the mobile tracking de-
vice may be used or the location data may be obtained in real time, not
to exceed a specified limit; authorizing a court to grant, for good cause,
extensions that do not individually exceed a specified limit; requiring an
applicant seeking historical location data to specify a date range for the
data sought; deleting a provision requiring a certification to be included
in the application; requiring the court, if it finds probable cause and
that the application contains the required statements, to grant a search
warrant ex parte rather than entering an ex parte order; specifying that
the search warrant may authorize real-time location tracking or ac-
quisition of historical location data; providing that the search warrant
may authorize the tracking as specified; requiring the search warrant to
command the investigative or law enforcement officer to complete any
initiation of the location tracking or execution of the search warrant for
historical location data authorized by the search warrant within a
certain timeframe; providing requirements for the return of the search
warrant to the judge and for service of a copy of the search warrant on
the person who was tracked or whose property was tracked; providing
requirements for returning and serving a search warrant authorizing
the acquisition of historical location data; authorizing a court, for good
cause, to postpone the notice requirement for a specified time period;
requiring that the standards established by Florida courts for the in-
stallation, use, or monitoring of mobile tracking devices and the ac-
quisition of location data apply to the installation, use, or monitoring of
any device and the acquisition of location data as authorized by certain
provisions; deleting the definition of “tracking device”; authorizing any
investigative or law enforcement officer who is specially designated by
certain persons and who makes specified determinations to engage in
real-time location tracking if a search warrant is obtained, as specified,
after the tracking has occurred or begins to occur; specifying when real-
time location tracking must terminate; reenacting s. 934.22(2)(b), F.S.,
relating to voluntary disclosure of customer communications or records,
to incorporate the amendments made to ss. 934.03 and 934.07, F.S., in
references thereto; reenacting s. 934.27(1) and (4), F.S., relating to re-
lief, damages, and defenses for certain civil actions, to incorporate the
amendments made to ss. 934.09 and 934.21, F.S., in references thereto;
reenacting ss. 934.23(6), 934.24(6) and (7), 934.25(5), and 934.28, F.S.,
relating to required disclosures of customer communications or records,
a subscriber or customer filing a motion for certain relief and customer
notification, delayed notice, and the exclusivity of remedies and sanc-
tions for certain violations, respectively, to incorporate the amendment
made to s. 934.21, F.S., in references thereto; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Judiciary; and
Rules.

By Senator Brandes—

SB 146—A bill to be entitled An act relating to civic education;
amending s. 1003.44, F.S.; requiring the Commissioner of Education to
develop minimum criteria for a nonpartisan civic literacy practicum for
high school students, beginning with a specified school year; requiring
the commissioner to develop a certain process for use by district school
boards; specifying criteria for the civic literacy practicum; authorizing
students to apply the hours they devote to practicum activities to cer-
tain community service requirements; requiring school districts accept

nonpartisan civic literacy practicum activities and hours in require-
ments for certain awards; requiring the State Board of Education to
designate certain high schools as Freedom Schools; requiring the state
board to establish criteria for such designation; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education; and Appropriations.

By Senator Bradley—

SB 148—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Beverage Law;
amending s. 561.20, F.S.; authorizing certain food service establish-
ments to sell or deliver alcoholic beverages for off-premises consumption
if specified requirements are met; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Regulated Industries; Com-
merce and Tourism; and Rules.

By Senator Diaz—

SR 150—A resolution renouncing democratic socialism in favor of the
true American values of individual liberty and democracy.

—was referred to the Committees on Governmental Oversight and
Accountability; Judiciary; and Rules.

By Senator Diaz—

SB 152—A bill to be entitled An act relating to regulatory reform;
creating s. 14.36, F.S.; establishing the Red Tape Reduction Advisory
Council within the Executive Office of the Governor; providing for
membership and terms; providing for meetings and organization of the
council; specifying that members serve without compensation; author-
izing reimbursement for per diem and travel expenses; specifying re-
quired activities of the council; requiring an annual report; amending s.
120.52, F.S.; defining terms; amending s. 120.54, F.S.; requiring an
agency adopting a rule to submit a rule replacement request to the
Administrative Procedures Committee; requiring a rule development or
adoption notice to include a rule proposed for repeal, if necessary to
maintain the regulatory baseline; providing that a rule repeal necessary
to maintain the regulatory baseline is effective at the same time as the
proposed rule; amending s. 120.545, F.S.; requiring the committee to
examine rule replacement requests and existing rules; requiring the
committee to determine whether a rule replacement request complies
with certain requirements and whether adoption of a rule, other than
an emergency rule, will exceed the regulatory baseline; creating s.
120.546, F.S.; requiring the Administrative Procedures Committee to
establish a regulatory baseline of agency rules; providing that a pro-
posed rule may not cause the total number of rules to exceed the reg-
ulatory baseline; requiring an agency proposing a rule to submit a rule
replacement request to the committee; authorizing an agency to request
an exemption under certain circumstances; prohibiting the committee
from approving exemption requests or certain rule replacement re-
quests until certain conditions are met; requiring an annual report;
amending s. 120.55, F.S.; requiring the inclusion of certain information
and a specified report in the Florida Administrative Code; amending s.
120.74, F.S.; requiring an agency regulatory plan to include identifica-
tion of certain rules; conforming a cross-reference; amending ss. 120.80,
120.81, 420.9072, 420.9075, and 443.091, F.S.; conforming cross-refer-
ences; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Governmental Oversight and
Accountability; Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture, En-
vironment, and General Government; Appropriations; and Rules.

By Senator Diaz—

SB 154—A bill to be entitled An act relating to local government
fiscal transparency; amending s. 11.40, F.S.; expanding the scope of a
Legislative Auditing Committee review to include compliance with local
government fiscal transparency requirements; amending s. 11.45, F.S.;
providing procedures for the Auditor General and local governments to
comply with the local government fiscal transparency requirements;
amending ss. 125.045 and 166.021, F.S.; revising reporting require-
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ments for certain local government economic development incentives;
revising classifications for economic development incentives; requiring
the Office of Economic and Demographic Research to compare certain
results; renumbering s. 218.80, F.S., relating to the Public Bid Dis-
closure Act; creating part VIII of ch. 218, F.S., consisting of ss. 218.801,
218.803, 218.805, 218.81, 218.82, 218.83, 218.84, 218.88, and 218.89,
F.S.; providing a short title; providing a purpose; defining terms; re-
quiring local governments to post certain voting record information on
their websites; requiring local government websites to provide links to
related websites under certain circumstances; requiring such websites
and the information on those websites to comply with a specified federal
law; requiring property appraisers and local governments to post cer-
tain property tax information and history on their websites; requiring
public notices for public hearings and meetings before certain tax in-
creases or the issuance of new tax-supported debt; specifying noticing
and advertising requirements for such public hearings and meetings;
providing applicability; requiring local governments to conduct certain
debt affordability analyses under specified conditions; specifying re-
quirements for the analyses; requiring audits of local governments to
include affidavits executed by the chair of the local government gov-
erning board; requiring specified information to accompany audits of
local governments and to be filed with the Auditor General; providing a
method to post certain required information for local governments that
do not operate a website; amending ss. 215.97 and 218.32, F.S.; con-
forming cross-references; declaring that the act fulfills an important
state interest; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Community Affairs; Finance
and Tax; and Appropriations.

By Senators Diaz and Garcia—

SJR 156—A joint resolution proposing an amendment to Section 4 of
Article VII and the creation of a new section in Article XII of the State
Constitution to authorize the Legislature, by general law, to prohibit
increases in the assessed value of homestead property, for school dis-
trict levy purposes, if the legal or equitable title to the property is held
by a person who is 65 years of age or older and if that person has held
such title and maintained permanent residence on the property for at
least 25 years, and to provide an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Community Affairs; Finance
and Tax; Appropriations; and Rules.

By Senator Diaz—

SB 158—A bill to be entitled An act relating to homestead assess-
ments; creating s. 193.626, F.S.; providing a homestead assessment
limitation for the purpose of school district levies for certain persons age
65 years or older; specifying who may apply for and receive the lim-
itation; specifying who may apply for and receive the limitation in cir-
cumstances in which title is held jointly with right of survivorship; re-
quiring a property appraiser who makes a certain determination to
serve upon the owner a notice of intent to record a tax lien against the
property; providing that such property is subject to certain taxes, pen-
alties, and interest; providing an exception from such penalties and
interest; providing that an owner must be given a specified timeframe to
pay taxes, penalties, and interest before a lien is filed; providing re-
quirements for such a lien; providing applicability; providing a con-
tingent effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Community Affairs; Finance
and Tax; Appropriations; and Rules.

By Senator Brandes—

SB 160—A bill to be entitled An act relating to prescriptive authority
certification for psychologists; creating s. 490.017, F.S.; defining terms;
requiring the Board of Psychology to certify specified psychologists to
exercise prescriptive authority; requiring the board to develop proce-
dures and adopt rules relating to prescriptive authority certification;
authorizing the board to require that a prescribing psychologist correct
certain deficiencies under certain circumstances; specifying application
requirements for certification; requiring the board to adopt a rule pro-
viding for certification renewal; requiring each applicant for renewal to

demonstrate the completion of specified continuing education; specify-
ing requirements for the prescribing of drugs and controlled substances
by a prescribing psychologist; prohibiting specified prescribing actions;
requiring a prescribing psychologist who is authorized to prescribe
controlled substances to file his or her federal Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration registration number with the board within a certain
timeframe; requiring the board to maintain a record of every prescrib-
ing psychologist authorized to prescribe controlled substances; requir-
ing the Board of Psychology to transmit specified information to the
Board of Pharmacy; requiring the Board of Psychology to establish an
interim panel by a specified date; providing panel membership; re-
quiring the panel to submit recommendations to the board by a specified
date; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Policy; Education; Ap-
propriations; and Rules.

By Senators Perry and Bradley—

SB 162—A bill to be entitled An act relating to sexual offender re-
gistration; amending s. 943.0435, F.S.; redefining the term “sexual of-
fender”; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Judiciary; and
Rules.

SB 164—Withdrawn prior to introduction.

By Senator Perry—

SB 166—A bill to be entitled An act relating to public records;
amending s. 943.0582, F.S.; providing an exemption from public records
requirements for a nonjudicial record of the arrest of a minor who has
successfully completed a diversion program; providing for retroactive
application; providing for future legislative review and repeal of the
exemption; providing a statement of public necessity; providing a con-
tingent effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Governmental
Oversight and Accountability; and Appropriations.

By Senator Hooper—

SB 168—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Hurricane Loss
Mitigation Program; amending s. 215.559, F.S.; correcting a cross-ref-
erence; delaying the future repeal of the Hurricane Loss Mitigation
Program; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Banking and Insurance; Com-
munity Affairs; and Appropriations.

By Senators Hooper and Gruters—

SB 170—A bill to be entitled An act relating to podiatric medicine;
amending s. 458.3485, F.S.; defining the term “physician”; amending s.
461.007, F.S.; authorizing the Board of Podiatric Medicine to require a
specified number of continuing education hours related to the safe and
effective prescribing of controlled substances; creating s. 461.0155, F.S.;
providing for governance of podiatric physicians who are supervising
medical assistants; amending s. 624.27, F.S.; revising the definition of
the term “health care provider” to include podiatric physicians; pro-
viding an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Policy; Education; Ap-
propriations; and Rules.

By Senator Cruz—

SB 172—A bill to be entitled An act relating to medical marijuana
identification cards for service-disabled veterans; amending s. 381.986,
F.S.; prohibiting the Department of Health from charging a fee for the
issuance, replacement, or renewal of an identification card for the
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medical use of marijuana for a service-disabled veteran or his or her
caregiver if a specified form is included with the identification card
application; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Policy; Military and
Veterans Affairs, Space, and Domestic Security; and Appropriations.

By Senator Cruz—

SB 174—A bill to be entitled An act relating to school safety funding;
amending s. 1011.62, F.S.; revising certain allocations to school dis-
tricts; specifying uses and distribution requirements for certain safe
schools allocation funds for the 2021-2022 fiscal year; requiring each
district school superintendent to remit specified unused funds from the
2020-2021 fiscal year to the Department of Education by a specified
date; authorizing the department, upon request, to redistribute such
funds to certain school districts for a specified purpose; providing an
effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Education; Appropriations; and Rules.

By Senators Cruz, Jones, and Berman—

SB 176—A bill to be entitled An act relating to postsecondary fee
waivers; amending s. 1009.26, F.S.; providing specified fee waivers for
graduate students who meet certain requirements; providing an effec-
tive date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Education; and Appropriations.

By Senator Cruz—

SB 178—A bill to be entitled An act relating to public school trans-
portation; amending s. 1006.21, F.S.; revising the requirement that
district school boards provide transportation for certain students;
amending s. 1006.23, F.S.; revising the definition of the term “student”;
requiring a district school superintendent to request a review of a ha-
zardous walking condition upon receipt of a written request from a
parent of a student; requiring, rather than authorizing, a district school
board to initiate a specified proceeding relating to hazardous walking
conditions; amending ss. 1002.20 and 1011.68, F.S.; conforming provi-
sions to changes made by the act; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Education; and Appropriations.

By Senator Berman—

SB 180—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Office of Diversity,
Equity, and Inclusion; creating s. 14.2031, F.S.; establishing the office
within the Executive Office of the Governor; providing for the ap-
pointment of a Chief Diversity Officer; prescribing minimum qualifi-
cations for a Chief Diversity Officer; assigning duties and responsi-
bilities of the Chief Diversity Officer; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Governmental Oversight and
Accountability; Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture, En-
vironment, and General Government; and Appropriations.

By Senator Berman—

SB 182—A bill to be entitled An act relating to risk protection orders;
amending s. 790.401, F.S.; redefining the term “petitioner” to include an
individual who has a biological or legal parent-child relationship with,
who is a legal guardian of, or who is a spouse or sibling of a respondent;
conforming provisions to changes made by the act; providing an effec-
tive date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Appropriations Sub-
committee on Criminal and Civil Justice; and Appropriations.

By Senator Berman—

SB 184—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Purple Alert;
amending s. 252.35, F.S.; requiring the Division of Emergency Man-
agement to identify and maintain an inventory of certain digitally dis-
played automatic changeable facing signs; amending s. 937.0201, F.S.;
redefining the term “missing endangered person”; creating s. 937.0205,
F.S.; providing legislative findings and intent; requiring the Depart-
ment of Law Enforcement, in cooperation with the Department of
Transportation, the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles,
the Department of the Lottery, and local law enforcement agencies, to
establish and implement the Purple Alert; specifying minimum re-
quirements for the Purple Alert; authorizing local law enforcement
agencies to broadcast information concerning certain missing adults;
requiring the local law enforcement agency having jurisdiction to notify
media and alert subscribers if a Purple Alert is determined to be ne-
cessary and appropriate; authorizing the local law enforcement agency
having jurisdiction to request that a case be opened with the Depart-
ment of Law Enforcement’s Missing Endangered Persons Information
Clearinghouse; requiring the clearinghouse to coordinate with the De-
partment of Transportation and the Department of Highway Safety and
Motor Vehicles in the activation of dynamic message signs on state
highways and the immediate distribution of certain critical information
under certain circumstances; requiring the Purple Alert process to in-
clude certain procedures and an information and education strategy;
authorizing the Department of Law Enforcement to adopt rules;
amending s. 937.021, F.S.; providing that the Department of Law En-
forcement, as the Purple Alert coordinator, and certain agencies, em-
ployees, individuals, and entities are immune from civil liability for
damages when performing certain actions in good faith; providing that
the presumption of good faith is not overcome under certain circum-
stances; providing construction; amending s. 937.022, F.S.; authorizing
only the law enforcement agency having jurisdiction over a case to make
a request to the clearinghouse for the activation of a Purple Alert in-
volving a missing adult under certain circumstances; amending s.
429.918, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made by the act; pro-
viding an appropriation; providing effective dates.

—was referred to the Committees on Transportation; Children, Fa-
milies, and Elder Affairs; and Appropriations.

By Senator Berman—

SB 186—A bill to be entitled An act relating to domestic violence;
creating s. 784.04875, F.S.; prohibiting certain acts of domestic violence
and dating violence; providing criminal penalties; amending s. 790.065,
F.S.; revising a prohibition on the sale or transfer of firearms to persons
convicted of misdemeanor domestic violence offenses; amending s.
790.233, F.S.; defining the term “misdemeanor offense of domestic vio-
lence”; prohibiting persons convicted of a misdemeanor offense of do-
mestic violence from possessing a firearm or ammunition; requiring
persons convicted of misdemeanor offenses of domestic violence, upon
conviction, to surrender all firearms and ammunition in their posses-
sion; requiring a court, upon convicting a defendant of such offense, to
order the defendant to surrender to the local law enforcement agency
having jurisdiction all firearms and ammunition and any license to
carry a concealed weapon or firearm; providing requirements for law
enforcement officers carrying out the court order; requiring a law en-
forcement officer to take possession of all firearms and ammunition
owned by the defendant and any license to carry a concealed weapon or
firearm; authorizing a law enforcement officer to seek a search warrant
under certain circumstances; requiring the law enforcement officer
taking possession of the firearms, ammunition, and license to issue a
receipt to the defendant and to file the original with the court and a copy
with his or her law enforcement agency; requiring the court to make a
certain determination upon a sworn statement or testimony that the
defendant did not comply with the required surrender of any firearms,
ammunition, or license; requiring the court to issue a warrant if it finds
that probable cause exists; providing for the return of surrendered
firearms, ammunition, and licenses to their lawful owner under certain
circumstances; requiring all law enforcement agencies to develop cer-
tain policies and procedures; authorizing a defendant to elect to transfer
all firearms and ammunition that he or she owns to another person if
specified requirements are met; providing criminal penalties; creating s.
790.234, F.S.; defining the term “domestic violence”; requiring a law
enforcement officer to remove firearms from the scene of an alleged act
of domestic violence under certain circumstances; providing require-
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ments for the law enforcement officer removing such firearms; author-
izing the owner of the firearms to retake possession within a specified
timeframe; providing an exception; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Appropriations Sub-
committee on Criminal and Civil Justice; and Appropriations.

By Senator Berman—

SB 188—A bill to be entitled An act relating to solar energy systems
located on the property of an educational facility; amending s. 1013.44,
F.S.; prohibiting costs associated with such systems from being included
in the calculation of total cost per student station for the purpose of a
limit imposed on such costs for certain new construction; providing an
effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Education; and Appropriations.

SB 190—Withdrawn prior to introduction.

By Senators Book and Rodrigues—

SB 192—A bill to be entitled An act relating to students with dis-
abilities in public schools; amending s. 1003.573, F.S.; defining terms;
requiring school districts to prohibit the use of seclusion on students
with disabilities in public schools; requiring the Department of Educa-
tion to make certain information available to the public by a specified
date; providing requirements for the use of restraint; prohibiting spec-
ified restraint techniques; revising school district policies and proce-
dures relating to restraint; requiring school districts to adopt positive
behavior interventions and supports and certain policies and proce-
dures; requiring each school district to publicly post specified policies
and procedures; requiring school districts to provide training on certain
interventions and supports to specified personnel; providing require-
ments for such training; requiring each school district to publish
training procedures in its special policies and procedures manual; re-
quiring schools to develop a crisis intervention plan for certain students;
providing requirements for such plans; revising the requirements for
documenting, reporting, and monitoring the use of restraint; conform-
ing provisions to changes made by the act; creating s. 1003.574, F.S.;
creating the Video Cameras in Public School Classrooms Pilot Program;
defining terms; requiring a video camera to be placed in specified
classrooms upon the request of a parent; requiring video cameras to be
operational within a specified time period; providing requirements for
the discontinuation of such video cameras; providing requirements for
such video cameras; providing an exception; requiring a written ex-
planation if the operation of such cameras is interrupted; requiring
district school boards to maintain such explanation for a specified time;
requiring schools to provide written notice of the placement of a video
camera to certain individuals; providing requirements for retaining and
deleting video recordings; prohibiting specified uses of such video
cameras and recordings; providing that school principals are the cus-
todians of such video cameras and recordings; providing requirements
for school principals and video recordings; providing requirements re-
lating to student privacy; providing requirements for the viewing of
such video recordings; providing for an appeal process for actions of a
school or school district; providing that incidental viewings of video
recordings by specified individuals are not a violation of certain provi-
sions; providing construction; requiring the Department of Education to
collect specified information; authorizing the State Board of Education
to adopt rules; amending s. 1012.582, F.S.; requiring continuing edu-
cation and inservice training for instructional personnel teaching stu-
dents with emotional or behavioral disabilities; conforming provisions
to changes made by the act; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Education; and Appropriations.

By Senators Berman, Cruz, and Polsky—

SB 194—A bill to be entitled An act relating to crimes evidencing
prejudice; amending s. 775.085, F.S.; expanding grounds for the re-
classification of crimes to include prejudice based on the gender or

gender identity of any person; specifying that the reclassification occurs
if the crime was based in whole or in part on the race, color, ancestry,
ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation, national origin, homeless status,
advanced age, gender, or gender identity of any person; defining the
term “gender identity”; amending s. 775.0863, F.S.; replacing the term
“mental or physical disability” with the term “disability”; defining the
term “disability”; specifying that the reclassification of a certain crime
occurs if the crime was based in whole or in part on a disability of any
person; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Judiciary; and
Rules.

By Senator Berman—

SB 196—A bill to be entitled An act relating to lactation spaces in
courthouses; amending s. 29.008, F.S.; revising the definition of the
term “facility” to require at least one dedicated lactation space be pro-
vided in county courthouses by a specified date; specifying minimum
requirements for the lactation space; requiring that counties designated
as the official headquarters of a district court of appeal be responsible
for providing a lactation space in that court’s facility; providing an ef-
fective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Governmental Oversight and
Accountability; Appropriations Subcommittee on Criminal and Civil
Justice; and Appropriations.

SB 198—Withdrawn prior to introduction.

By Senator Berman—

SB 200—A bill to be entitled An act relating to student retention;
authorizing a parent to request that his or her student be retained in a
grade level for a specified school year; requiring such request to be
submitted in a specified manner; requiring school district super-
intendents to grant such requests if they are timely received; author-
izing school district superintendents to grant requests that are not
timely received; requiring school districts to administer a certain as-
sessment to specified students; requiring such students to participate in
the assessment; clarifying that specified students may qualify for
midyear promotion; authorizing a parent to request such promotion or
to request that his or her student continue to be retained; requiring
school districts to approve such requests; requiring school districts to
report certain data to the Department of Education by a specified date;
providing for future repeal; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Education; and Appropriations.

By Senator Cruz—

SB 202—A bill to be entitled An act relating to standard high school
diploma award requirements; amending s. 1002.3105, F.S.; conforming
a cross-reference; adding a new requirement for the award of a standard
high school diploma to Academically Challenging Curriculum to En-
hance Learning students; amending s. 1003.4282, F.S.; requiring cer-
tain students to submit a Free Application for Federal Student Aid in
order to be awarded a standard high school diploma; providing an ex-
ception; amending s. 1003.5716, F.S.; conforming a cross-reference; re-
enacting s. 1003.03(3)(c), F.S., relating to maximum class size, to in-
corporate the amendment made to s. 1002.3105, F.S., in a reference
thereto; reenacting ss. 1002.20(8), 1003.4281(1), 1003.4285(1),
1003.5716(1), and 1011.62(1)(n), F.S., to incorporate the amendment
made to s. 1003.4282, F.S., in references thereto; reenacting ss.
409.1451(2)(a), 1002.33(7)(a), 1002.34(4)(g), 1002.45(4)(b), 1003.49(1),
1004.935(1), 1006.15(3)(a), 1009.531(1)(b), and 1009.893(4), F.S., relat-
ing to the Road-to-Independence Program, charter schools, virtual in-
struction, standard graduation requirements, the Adults with Dis-
abilities Workforce Education Program, standards for participation in
extracurricular student activities, the Florida Bright Futures Scholar-
ship program, and the Benacquisto Scholarship Program, respectively,
to incorporate the amendments made to ss. 1002.3105 and 1003.4282,
F.S., in references thereto; providing an effective date.
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—was referred to the Committees on Education; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Education; and Appropriations.

By Senator Brandes—

SJR 204—A joint resolution proposing amendments to Section 5 of
Article II and Section 5 of Article XI and the repeal of Section 2 of
Article XI of the State Constitution to abolish the Constitution Revision
Commission.

—was referred to the Committees on Governmental Oversight and
Accountability; and Rules.

By Senators Pizzo and Brandes—

SB 206—A bill to be entitled An act relating to visiting county and
municipal detention facilities; creating s. 951.225, F.S.; authorizing
specified persons to visit at their pleasure county and municipal de-
tention facilities; prohibiting persons not otherwise authorized by law
from entering such facilities; providing exceptions; prohibiting the un-
reasonable withholding of permission to enter such facilities from pro-
fessional journalists or writers; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Community
Affairs; and Rules.

By Senator Brandes—

SB 208—A bill to be entitled An act relating to renewable energy;
amending s. 366.91, F.S.; defining the term “renewable energy source
device”; authorizing owners of commercial or industrial businesses, or
third parties contracted by such owners, to install, maintain, and op-
erate a renewable energy source device on or about the structure in
which the business operates or on a property the business owns or
leases; authorizing owners or contracted third parties to sell electricity
generated from the device to certain businesses regardless of whether
the device is located in a utility’s service territory; providing applica-
bility; authorizing utilities to recover the full cost of providing services
to an energy-producing business or its customers, under certain cir-
cumstances; authorizing utilities to install, maintain, and operate cer-
tain renewable energy source devices; exempting from regulation the
sale of electricity produced by such devices; authorizing utilities to re-
cover certain costs under certain circumstances; authorizing customers
to challenge such cost recovery and receive refunds following a suc-
cessful challenge; clarifying applicability and the eligibility require-
ments of certain energy rebate or incentive programs established by
law; authorizing the Florida Public Service Commission to adopt rules;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Regulated Industries; Com-
merce and Tourism; and Rules.

By Senator Brandes—

SB 210—A bill to be entitled An act relating to sentencing; amending
s. 775.082, F.S.; revising the required sentencing structure for prison
releasee reoffenders upon proof from a state attorney which establishes
that a defendant is a prison releasee reoffender; deleting a provision
that prohibits a prison releasee reoffender from eligibility for any form
of early release and that requires a prison releasee reoffender to serve
100 percent of the court-imposed sentence; providing legislative intent;
defining a term for the purpose of establishing applicability of a speci-
fied provision; applying the revised sentencing structure to certain
persons under certain circumstances; providing resentencing require-
ments; deleting a provision relating to legislative intent; deleting a
provision that requires a state attorney to explain a sentencing devia-
tion in writing under certain circumstances; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Appropria-
tions; and Rules.

By Senator Brandes—

SB 212—A bill to be entitled An act relating to contingency risk
multipliers; amending s. 627.428, F.S.; providing that for certain at-
torney fees awarded for claims arising under property insurance po-
licies, a strong presumption is created that a lodestar fee is sufficient
and reasonable; providing that such presumption may be rebutted only
under certain circumstances; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Banking and Insurance; Ju-
diciary; and Rules.

By Senator Brandes—

SB 214—A bill to be entitled An act relating to physician certifica-
tions for the medical use of marijuana; amending s. 381.986, F.S.; in-
creasing the number of consecutive supply limits of marijuana a qua-
lified physician may issue in his or her physician certification for the
medical use of marijuana; providing a higher supply limit for certain
disabled qualified patients; revising the frequency with which qualified
physicians must evaluate existing qualified patients for a physician
certification for the medical use of marijuana; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Policy; Judiciary; and
Rules.

By Senators Pizzo and Stewart—

SB 216—A bill to be entitled An act relating to reporting animal
cruelty; providing a short title; amending s. 474.214, F.S.; specifying
that the failure of a veterinarian to report suspected animal cruelty is
grounds for disciplinary action; amending s. 474.2165, F.S.; conforming
provisions to changes made by the act; creating s. 828.124, F.S.; defining
terms; requiring veterinarians, veterinary technicians, and other ani-
mal treatment provider employees to report cases of suspected animal
cruelty to certain officials; providing an exception; authorizing veter-
inarians, veterinary technicians, and other animal treatment provider
employees to report suspected cases of animal cruelty at certain com-
mercial food-producing animal operations under certain circumstances;
providing immunity from liability and employment protections for cer-
tain persons; providing criminal penalties for the alteration or the de-
struction of medical records for specified purposes; providing construc-
tion; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Agriculture; Governmental
Oversight and Accountability; Criminal Justice; and Rules.

By Senator Pizzo—

SB 218—A bill to be entitled An act relating to public records;
amending s. 828.124, F.S.; providing an exemption from public records
requirements for all records containing reports of animal cruelty made
by veterinarians, veterinary technicians, and other animal treatment
provider employees; providing for future legislative review and repeal of
the exemption; providing a statement of public necessity; providing a
contingent effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Agriculture; Governmental
Oversight and Accountability; Criminal Justice; and Rules.

By Senators Brandes and Rodrigues—

SB 220—A bill to be entitled An act relating to public records and
public meetings; creating s. 1004.098, F.S.; providing an exemption
from public records requirements for any personal identifying in-
formation of an applicant for president of a state university or a Florida
College System institution; specifying that personal identifying in-
formation of applicants who are in the final group of applicants is no
longer confidential and exempt at a time certain; providing an exemp-
tion from public meeting requirements for any portion of a meeting held
for the purpose of identifying or vetting applicants for president of a
state university or a Florida College System institution, including any
portion of a meeting which would disclose identifying information of
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such applicants; requiring that a recording be made of any portion of a
closed meeting which would disclose identifying information of such
applicants; providing that no portion of a closed meeting may be held off
the record; providing that the recording of any closed portion of a
meeting is exempt from public records requirements; specifying that
certain meetings are not exempt from public meeting requirements;
providing for future legislative review and repeal of the exemptions;
providing a statement of public necessity; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education; Governmental
Oversight and Accountability; and Rules.

By Senators Cruz and Stewart—

SB 222—A bill to be entitled An act relating to abandoned cemeteries;
creating the Task Force on Abandoned African-American Cemeteries;
specifying the purpose of the task force; requiring the Department of
State to provide administrative and staff support; specifying the com-
position of the task force; providing meeting requirements; prescribing
duties of the task force; requiring the task force to submit a report to the
Governor and the Legislature by a specified date; providing for ex-
piration of the task force; requiring the department to partner with
specified entities to undertake an investigation of the former Zion
Cemetery site; specifying custody of certain historical resources, re-
cords, archives, artifacts, research, and medical records; requiring the
department to contract with the University of South Florida and Florida
Agricultural and Mechanical University for the identification and lo-
cation of eligible next of kin; requiring the universities to provide cer-
tain information regarding descendants to the department by a speci-
fied date; directing the Division of Historical Resources of the
department to ensure the listing of certain cemeteries in the Florida
Master Site File; requiring the division to seek placement of historical
markers at certain abandoned cemeteries, subject to certain limitations;
authorizing certain persons and organizations to assist the division in
researching the history of such cemeteries; specifying that costs asso-
ciated with the creation and placement of such historical markers be
borne by the division; requiring the department to create, place, and
maintain memorials at certain sites; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Governmental Oversight and
Accountability; Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation,
Tourism, and Economic Development; and Appropriations.

By Senator Berman—

SB 224—A bill to be entitled An act relating to a sales tax exemption;
amending s. 212.08, F.S.; exempting from the sales and use tax specified
items that assist in independent living; providing applicability; pro-
viding an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Children, Families, and Elder
Affairs; Finance and Tax; and Appropriations.

By Senator Polsky—

SB 226—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Ricardo Medrano-
Arzate and Eva Chavez-Medrano, as personal representatives of Hilda
Medrano, by the Okeechobee County Sheriff’s Office; providing for an
appropriation to compensate them for the damages awarded in con-
nection with the death of their daughter as a result of the negligence of
the Okeechobee County Sheriff’s Office; providing a limitation on the
payment of fees; providing an effective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills; and the Com-
mittees on Judiciary; Criminal Justice; and Appropriations.

By Senators Bradley and Burgess—

SB 228—A bill to be entitled An act relating to notaries public;
amending s. 117.021, F.S.; authorizing an employer of a notary public to
require the use of a particular technology and provider in performing a
notarial act with respect to an electronic record; amending s. 117.05,

F.S.; revising limitations on notary public fees; amending s. 117.201,
F.S.; revising definitions; amending s. 117.215, F.S.; clarifying appli-
cation of online electronic witnessing standards when a witness is not in
the physical presence of the principal; amending s. 117.225, F.S.; re-
vising certain registration requirements for online notaries public;
amending s. 117.245, F.S.; modifying requirements for entries in the
electronic journal maintained by an online notary public; requiring a
remote online notarization service provider, rather than an online no-
tary public, to maintain audio-video communication recordings of online
notarizations; conforming provisions to changes made by the act;
amending s. 117.255, F.S.; revising provisions governing access to
audio-video communication recordings to conform to changes made by
the act; authorizing a remote online notarization service provider to
charge a fee for access to such recordings, subject to specified limita-
tions; amending s. 117.265, F.S.; clarifying that an online notary public
is entitled to select his or her remote online notarization service pro-
vider; authorizing an employer of an online notary public to require the
use of a particular remote online notarization service provider in per-
forming online notarizations; requiring an online notary public to notify
the Department of State of the effective date of a change in the remote
online notarization service provider used; amending s. 117.275, F.S.;
clarifying limitations on fees charged for online notarizations; amend-
ing s. 117.295, F.S.; requiring the department to publish on its website a
list containing certain information on online notaries public; requiring a
remote online notarization service provider to file a self-certification
with the department; specifying the duration of a self-certification; re-
quiring the department to publish on its website a list of self-certified
remote online notarization service providers; prohibiting a remote on-
line notarization service provider from using, selling, or offering to sell
or transfer personal information obtained in the course of performing
online notarizations; providing exceptions; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Commerce and Tourism; Ju-
diciary; and Rules.

By Senator Hutson—

SB 230—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Special Risk Class
of the Florida Retirement System; amending s. 121.0515, F.S.; adding
employees of a water, sewer, or other public works department of a
participating employer who work in certain hazardous conditions to the
class as of a specified date; providing a declaration of important state
interest; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Governmental Oversight and
Accountability; Community Affairs; and Appropriations.

By Senator Brandes—

SB 232—A bill to be entitled An act relating to criminal justice;
creating s. 900.06, F.S.; defining terms and specifying covered offenses;
requiring that a custodial interrogation conducted at a place of deten-
tion in connection with covered offenses be electronically recorded in its
entirety; requiring law enforcement officers who do not comply with the
electronic recording requirement or who conduct custodial interroga-
tions at a location other than a place of detention to prepare specified
reports; providing exceptions to the electronic recording requirement;
requiring a court to consider a law enforcement officer’s failure to
comply with the electronic recording requirement in determining the
admissibility of a statement, unless an exception applies; requiring a
court, upon the request of a defendant, to give certain cautionary in-
structions to a jury under certain circumstances; providing immunity
from civil liability to law enforcement agencies that enforce certain
rules; providing that a cause of action is not created against a law en-
forcement officer; reenacting and amending s. 921.1402, F.S.; revising
the circumstances under which a juvenile offender is not entitled to a
review of his or her sentence after a specified timeframe; creating s.
921.14021, F.S.; providing legislative intent; providing for retroactive
application of a specified provision relating to a review of sentence for
juvenile offenders convicted of murder; providing for immediate review
of certain sentences; creating s. 921.1403, F.S.; providing legislative
intent for retroactive application; defining the term “young adult of-
fender”; precluding eligibility for a sentence review for young adult of-
fenders who previously committed, or conspired to commit, murder;
providing timeframes within which young adult offenders who commit
specified crimes are entitled to a review of their sentences; providing
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applicability; requiring the Department of Corrections to notify young
adult offenders in writing of their eligibility for a sentence review within
certain timeframes; requiring a young adult offender seeking a sentence
review or a subsequent sentence review to submit an application to the
original sentencing court and request a hearing; providing for legal
representation of eligible young adult offenders; providing for one sub-
sequent review hearing for a young adult offender after a certain
timeframe if he or she is not resentenced at the initial sentence review
hearing; requiring the original sentencing court to hold a sentence re-
view hearing upon receiving an application from an eligible young adult
offender; requiring the court to consider certain factors in determining
whether to modify a young adult offender’s sentence; authorizing a
court to modify the sentence of certain young adult offenders if the court
makes certain determinations; requiring the court to issue a written
order stating certain information in specified circumstances; creating s.
945.0911, F.S.; providing legislative findings; establishing the condi-
tional medical release program within the department; establishing a
panel to consider specified matters; defining terms; providing for pro-
gram eligibility; authorizing an inmate to be released on conditional
medical release before serving 85 percent of his or her term of im-
prisonment; requiring any inmate who meets certain criteria to be
considered for conditional medical release; providing that an inmate
does not have a right to release or to a certain medical evaluation;
requiring the department to identify eligible inmates; requiring the
department to refer certain inmates to the panel for consideration;
providing for victim notification under certain circumstances; requiring
the panel to conduct a hearing within specified timeframes; specifying
requirements for the hearing; providing conditions for release; requiring
that inmates who are approved for conditional medical release be re-
leased from the department within a reasonable amount of time; pro-
viding a review process for an inmate who is denied conditional medical
release; providing that an inmate is considered a medical releasee upon
release from the department into the community; requiring medical
releasees to comply with specified conditions; providing that medical
releasees are considered to be in the custody, supervision, and control of
the department; providing that the department does not have a duty to
provide medical care to a medical releasee; providing that a medical
releasee is eligible to earn or lose gain-time; prohibiting a medical re-
leasee or his or her community-based housing from being counted in the
prison system population and the prison capacity figures, respectively;
providing for the revocation of a medical releasee’s conditional medical
release; authorizing a medical releasee to be returned to the depart-
ment’s custody if his or her medical or physical condition improves;
authorizing the department to order a medical releasee to be returned
for a revocation hearing or to remain in the community pending such
hearing; authorizing the department to issue a warrant for the arrest of
a medical releasee under certain circumstances; authorizing a medical
releasee to admit to the allegation that his or her medical or physical
condition improved or to proceed to a revocation hearing; requiring such
hearing to be conducted by the panel; requiring certain evidence to be
reviewed and a recommendation to be made before such hearing; re-
quiring a majority of the panel members to agree that revocation of
medical release is appropriate; requiring a medical releasee to be re-
committed to the department to serve the balance of his or her sentence
if a conditional medical release is revoked; providing that gain-time is
not forfeited for revocation based on improvement in the medical re-
leasee’s condition; providing a review process for a medical releasee who
has his or her release revoked; authorizing a medical releasee to be
recommitted if he or she violates any conditions of the release; au-
thorizing certain persons to issue a warrant for the arrest of a medical
releasee if certain conditions are met; authorizing a law enforcement or
probation officer to arrest a medical releasee without a warrant under
certain circumstances; requiring that a medical releasee be detained
without bond if a violation is based on certain circumstances; author-
izing a medical releasee to admit to the alleged violation or to proceed to
a revocation hearing; requiring such hearing to be conducted by the
panel; requiring a majority of the panel members to agree that re-
vocation of medical release is appropriate; requiring specified medical
releasees to be recommitted to the department upon the revocation of
the conditional medical release; authorizing the forfeiture of gain-time
if the revocation is based on certain violations; providing a review
process for a medical releasee who has his or her release revoked; re-
quiring that a medical releasee be given specified information in certain
instances; requiring the panel to provide a written statement as to
evidence relied on and reasons for revocation under certain circum-
stances; requiring a medical releasee whose conditional medical release
is revoked and who is recommitted to the department to comply with the

85 percent requirement upon recommitment; requiring the department
to notify certain persons within a specified timeframe of an inmate’s
diagnosis of a terminal medical condition; requiring the department to
allow a visit between an inmate and certain persons within 7 days of a
diagnosis of a terminal medical condition; requiring the department to
initiate the conditional medical release review process immediately
upon an inmate’s diagnosis of a terminal medical condition; requiring
an inmate to consent to release of information under certain circum-
stances; providing that members of the panel have sovereign immunity
related to specified decisions; providing rulemaking authority; creating
s. 945.0912, F.S.; providing legislative findings; establishing the con-
ditional aging inmate release program within the department; estab-
lishing a panel to consider specified matters; providing for program
eligibility; providing that an inmate may be released on conditional
aging inmate release before serving 85 percent of his or her term of
imprisonment; prohibiting certain inmates from being considered for
conditional aging inmate release; requiring that an inmate who meets
certain criteria be considered for conditional aging inmate release;
providing that an inmate does not have a right to release; requiring the
department to identify eligible inmates; requiring the department to
refer certain inmates to the panel for consideration; providing victim
notification requirements under certain circumstances; requiring the
panel to conduct a hearing within specified timeframes; specifying re-
quirements for the hearing; requiring that inmates who are approved
for conditional aging inmate release be released from the department
within a reasonable amount of time; providing a review process for an
inmate who is denied conditional aging inmate release; providing that
an inmate is considered an aging releasee upon release from the de-
partment into the community; providing conditions for release; pro-
viding that aging releasees are considered to be in the custody, super-
vision, and control of the department; providing that the department
does not have a duty to provide medical care to an aging releasee;
providing that an aging releasee is eligible to earn or lose gain-time;
prohibiting an aging releasee or his or her community-based housing
from being counted in the prison system population and the prison ca-
pacity figures, respectively; providing for the revocation of conditional
aging inmate release; authorizing the department to issue a warrant for
the arrest of an aging releasee under certain circumstances; authorizing
a law enforcement or probation officer to arrest an aging releasee
without a warrant under certain circumstances; requiring that an aging
releasee be detained without bond if a violation is based on certain
circumstances; requiring the department to order an aging releasee
subject to revocation to be returned to department custody for a re-
vocation hearing; authorizing an aging releasee to admit to his or her
alleged violation or to proceed to a revocation hearing; requiring such
hearing to be conducted by the panel; requiring a majority of the panel
to agree that revocation is appropriate; authorizing the forfeiture of
gain-time if the revocation is based on certain violations; requiring an
aging releasee whose conditional aging inmate release is revoked and
who is recommitted to the department to comply with the 85 percent
requirement upon recommitment; providing a review process for an
aging releasee who has his or her released revoked; requiring an aging
releasee to be given specified information in certain instances; requiring
the panel to provide a written statement as to evidence relied on and
reasons for revocation under certain circumstances; providing that
members of the panel have sovereign immunity related to specified
decisions; providing rulemaking authority; repealing s. 947.149, F.S.,
relating to conditional medical release; amending ss. 316.1935, 775.084,
775.087, 784.07, 790.235, 794.0115, 893.135, 921.0024, 944.605, 944.70,
947.13, and 947.141, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made by
the act; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on Criminal and Civil Justice; and Appropriations.

By Senators Book and Bradley—

SB 234—A bill to be entitled An act relating to sexual offender re-
gistration; amending s. 943.0435, F.S.; redefining the term “sexual of-
fender”; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Judiciary; and
Rules.
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By Senator Book—

SB 236—A bill to be entitled An act relating to pretrial detention;
amending s. 907.041, F.S.; providing legislative findings; requiring a
court to order pretrial detention of a person charged with a dangerous
crime if the court makes specified findings; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on Criminal and Civil Justice; and Appropriations.

By Senator Book—

SB 238—A bill to be entitled An act relating to Medicaid eligibility;
amending s. 409.903, F.S.; revising the period of eligibility for Medicaid
for postpartum women; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Policy; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Health and Human Services; and Appropriations.

By Senator Book—

SB 240—A bill to be entitled An act relating to donor human milk
bank services; amending s. 409.906, F.S.; authorizing the Agency for
Health Care Administration to pay for donor human milk bank services
as an optional Medicaid service if certain conditions are met; specifying
coverage requirements; amending s. 409.908, F.S.; adding donor human
milk bank services to the list of Medicaid services authorized for re-
imbursement on a fee-for-service basis; amending s. 409.973, F.S.;
adding donor human milk bank services to the list of minimum benefits
required to be covered by Medicaid managed care plans; providing an
effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Policy; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Health and Human Services; and Appropriations.

By Senators Book, Polsky, Cruz, Berman, Pizzo, Jones, and Farmer—

SB 242—A bill to be entitled An act relating to student health ser-
vices; providing a short title; creating s. 1006.064, F.S.; defining the
terms “feminine hygiene products” and “school building”; requiring
school districts to make feminine hygiene products available, at no
charge, in female restroom facilities of public school buildings; providing
applicability; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Education; and Appropriations.

By Senator Book—

SCR 244—A concurrent resolution acknowledging the injustices
perpetrated against the targets of the Florida Legislative Investigation
Committee between 1956 and 1965, and offering a formal and heartfelt
apology to those whose lives, well-being, and livelihoods were damaged
or destroyed by the activities and public pronouncements of those who
served on the committee.

—was referred to the Committees on Governmental Oversight and
Accountability; Judiciary; and Rules.

By Senator Brandes—

SB 246—A bill to be entitled An act relating to public meetings and
records; amending s. 945.0912, F.S.; exempting from public meetings
requirements that portion of a panel review hearing at which the ex-
empt or confidential information of specified inmates being considered
for the conditional aging inmate release program is discussed; ex-
empting from public records requirements certain records used by the
review panel to make a determination of the appropriateness of condi-
tional aging inmate release and the recordings and transcripts of closed
panel review hearings; providing for legislative review and repeal of the
exemptions; providing a statement of public necessity; providing a
contingent effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on Criminal and Civil Justice; and Appropriations.

By Senator Brandes—

SB 248—A bill to be entitled An act relating to public meetings and
records; amending s. 945.0911, F.S.; exempting from public meetings
requirements that portion of a panel review hearing at which the ex-
empt or confidential information of specified inmates being considered
for the conditional medical release program is discussed; exempting
from public records requirements certain records used by the review
panel to make a determination of the appropriateness of conditional
medical release and the recordings and transcripts of closed panel re-
view hearings; providing for legislative review and repeal of the ex-
emptions; providing a statement of public necessity; providing a con-
tingent effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on Criminal and Civil Justice; and Appropriations.

By Senator Pizzo—

SB 250—A bill to be entitled An act relating to first aid for severe
bleeding; amending s. 768.1326, F.S.; requiring the State Surgeon
General to adopt guidelines for the placement of bleeding control kits in
state buildings; providing requirements for such guidelines and the
placement of such kits in state buildings; amending s. 1001.42, F.S.;
requiring district school boards to provide a bleeding control kit in every
school within the school district; providing requirements for such kits;
creating s. 1003.457, F.S.; requiring school districts to provide instruc-
tion for all students in first aid for severe bleeding; requiring students to
study and practice skills associated with first aid for severe bleeding at
least once before graduating from high school; requiring that the in-
struction be a part of a required curriculum and be based on certain
programs; providing an exemption; creating s. 1012.5841, F.S.; requir-
ing the Department of Education to develop a list of approved first aid
for severe bleeding instructional programs for certain instructional
personnel by a specified date; providing requirements for such list; re-
quiring the department to incorporate such training programs into ex-
isting continuing education or inservice training for such personnel by a
specified school year; prohibiting such requirements from adding to the
total hours required for such education and training; authorizing the
State Board of Education to adopt rules; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Policy; Education; Gov-
ernmental Oversight and Accountability; and Appropriations.

By Senators Stewart and Torres—

SB 252—A bill to be entitled An act relating to child care facilities;
providing a short title; amending s. 402.305, F.S.; requiring certain
vehicles, by a specified date, to be equipped with a reliable alarm system
that meets specified criteria; requiring the Department of Children and
Families to adopt by rule minimum safety standards for such systems
and to maintain a list of approved alarm manufacturers and alarm
systems; making technical changes; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Children, Families, and Elder
Affairs; Transportation; and Rules.

By Senator Stewart—

SB 254—A bill to be entitled An act relating to education; amending
s. 1002.33, F.S.; conforming a provision to changes made by the act;
expanding the information that charter schools must include on their
websites; requiring specified teachers to have received, at a minimum, a
bachelor’s degree; revising requirements for all charter school facilities
to include compliance with the State Requirements for Educational
Facilities of the Florida Building Code; amending s. 1002.42, F.S.; re-
vising the information required to be included in a specified database
relating to private schools; requiring private schools to provide specified
students with a certain amount of time for recess; requiring private
school students to participate in the statewide assessment program;
requiring private schools to establish curricula that meet specified
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standards; requiring teachers employed by or working under contract
with private schools to meet specified requirements; requiring private
schools to comply with the State Requirements for Educational Facil-
ities of the Florida Building Code; providing for injunctive relief under
certain circumstances; authorizing attorney fees and costs; amending s.
1003.455, F.S.; deleting an exception relating to charter schools’ com-
pliance with a specified provision; amending s. 1008.34, F.S.; requiring
private schools to be graded according to specified rules; requiring pri-
vate schools to assess at least 95 percent of eligible students; deleting
obsolete language; requiring the Department of Education to annually
develop, in collaboration with private schools, a school report card that
private schools provides to parents; amending s. 1013.385, F.S.; con-
forming a provision to changes made by the act; reenacting ss.
163.3180(6)(h), 1002.32(9)(c), and 1002.345(1)(a), F.S., relating to con-
currency, developmental research (laboratory) schools’ funding, and
determination of deteriorating financial conditions and financial
emergencies for charter schools and charter technical career centers,
respectively, to incorporate the amendment made to s. 1002.33, F.S., in
references thereto; reenacting ss. 1002.385(2)(g), 1002.421(1), and
1007.271(2), F.S., relating to the Gardiner Scholarship, state school
choice scholarship program accountability and oversight, and dual en-
rollment programs, respectively, to incorporate the amendment made to
s. 1002.42, F.S., in references thereto; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Education; and Appropriations.

By Senator Stewart—

SB 256—A bill to be entitled An act relating to discrimination in
labor and employment; creating the “Senator Helen Gordon Davis Fair
Pay Protection Act”; amending s. 448.07, F.S.; defining terms; prohi-
biting an employer from providing less favorable employment oppor-
tunities to employees based on their sex; providing exceptions; revising
applicability; providing civil penalties; amending s. 448.102, F.S.; pro-
hibiting an employer from taking certain employment actions against
employees; creating s. 448.111, F.S.; prohibiting an employer from en-
gaging in certain activities relating to wages and benefits; prohibiting
an employer from requiring employees to sign certain waivers and
documents; providing applicability; authorizing an employer to confirm
wage or salary history under certain conditions; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Commerce and Tourism; Ju-
diciary; and Rules.

By Senator Jones—

SB 258—A bill to be entitled An act relating to an internship tax
credit program; creating s. 220.198, F.S.; providing a short title; defin-
ing terms; providing a corporate income tax credit for qualified busi-
nesses employing degree-seeking student interns if certain criteria are
met; specifying the amount of the credit a qualified business may claim
per student intern; specifying a limit on the credit claimed per taxable
year; authorizing the Department of Revenue to adopt certain rules;
authorizing a qualified business to carry forward unused credit for a
certain time; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education; Finance and Tax;
and Appropriations.

By Senators Harrell, Wright, Rodriguez, Cruz, Stewart, and Bur-
gess—

SB 260—A bill to be entitled An act relating to services for veterans
and their families; creating s. 394.9087, F.S.; requiring the Department
of Veterans’ Affairs to establish the Florida Veterans’ Care Coordina-
tion Program to provide behavioral health care referral and care co-
ordination services for veterans and their families; requiring the de-
partment to contract with a certain nonprofit entity to enter into
agreements with Florida 211 Network participants to provide such
services; providing program goals; providing for the statewide delivery
of specified services by program teams; requiring Florida 211 Network
participants to collect program implementation data and to submit such
data to the department; requiring the department to submit a report to

the Governor and the Legislature by a specified date; providing re-
quirements for the report; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Military and Veterans Affairs,
Space, and Domestic Security; Children, Families, and Elder Affairs;
and Appropriations.

By Senator Harrell—

SB 262—A bill to be entitled An act relating to dispensing medicinal
drugs; amending s. 465.019, F.S.; authorizing certain hospitals to dis-
pense supplies of prescribed medicinal drugs in a specified amount to
emergency department patients or inpatients upon discharge under
certain circumstances; authorizing a greater specified supply of med-
icinal drugs to be prescribed and dispensed in areas in which a state of
emergency has been declared and is in effect; authorizing a prescriber to
provide a patient with a prescription for medicinal drugs beyond the
initial prescription period under certain circumstances; providing an
effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Policy; Military and
Veterans Affairs, Space, and Domestic Security; and Appropriations.

By Senator Rodrigues—

SB 264—A bill to be entitled An act relating to higher education;
amending s. 1001.03, F.S.; defining the term “intellectual freedom and
viewpoint diversity”; requiring the State Board of Education to require
each Florida College System institution to conduct an annual assess-
ment related to intellectual freedom and viewpoint diversity at that
institution; providing criteria relating to such assessment; prohibiting
the State Board of Education from shielding Florida College System
institution students from certain speech; amending s. 1001.706, F.S.;
requiring the Board of Governors to require each state university to
conduct an annual assessment related to intellectual freedom and
viewpoint diversity at that institution; providing criteria relating to
such assessment; prohibiting the Board of Governors from shielding
state university students from certain speech; amending s. 1004.097,
F.S.; allowing students at public postsecondary institutions to record
certain audio and video in classrooms; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Education; and Appropriations.

By Senator Perry—

SB 266—A bill to be entitled An act relating to home-based busi-
nesses; creating s. 559.955, F.S.; providing legislative findings and in-
tent; specifying conditions under which a business is considered a home-
based business; authorizing a home-based business to operate in a re-
sidential zone under certain circumstances; preempting to the state the
ability to regulate or license home-based businesses; prohibiting a local
government from certain actions relating to the licensure and regula-
tion of home-based businesses; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Community Affairs; Commerce
and Tourism; and Rules.

By Senator Perry—

SB 268—A bill to be entitled An act relating to preemption of local
occupational licensing; creating s. 163.211, F.S.; defining terms; pre-
empting licensing of occupations to the state; providing exceptions;
prohibiting local governments from imposing additional licensing re-
quirements or modifying licensing unless specified conditions are met;
specifying that certain local licensing that does not meet specified cri-
teria does not apply and may not be enforced; amending s. 489.117, F.S.;
specifying that certain specialty contractors are not required to register
with the Construction Industry Licensing Board; prohibiting local
governments from requiring certain specialty contractors to obtain a
license under specified circumstances; specifying job scopes for which a
local government may not require a license; amending ss. 489.1455 and
489.5335, F.S.; authorizing counties and municipalities to issue certain
journeyman licenses; providing an effective date.
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—was referred to the Committees on Regulated Industries; Commu-
nity Affairs; and Rules.

By Senator Perry—

SB 270—A bill to be entitled An act relating to construction defects;
amending s. 553.84, F.S.; defining the term “material violation”; revis-
ing cause of action requirements for statutory civil actions relating to
certain violations; requiring that a person submit a construction defect
claim to the warranty provider before bringing a cause of action;
amending s. 558.004, F.S.; requiring that a claimant submit a con-
struction defect claim to the warranty provider before serving a notice of
claim; providing applicability; revising requirements for notices of
claims; providing that a person who willfully includes a false statement
in a notice of claim commits perjury; authorizing a person served with a
copy of a notice of claim to perform a reasonable inspection of the
property subject to the claim; providing inspection requirements for
claimants and persons served with a copy of a notice; requiring, instead
of authorizing, a person served with a notice to serve a copy of the notice
to specified persons under certain circumstances; making technical
changes; creating s. 558.006, F.S.; requiring a claimant to notify a
mortgagee or an assignee in writing within a specified timeframe after a
settlement or judgment of a construction defect claim under certain
circumstances; requiring a claimant to update the notice within a
specified timeframe under certain circumstances; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Community Affairs;
and Rules.

By Senator Baxley—

SB 272—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Rare Disease
Advisory Council; creating s. 381.99, F.S.; creating the advisory council
adjunct to the Department of Health; specifying the purpose of the
advisory council; providing for staff and administrative support; defin-
ing the term “rare disease”; specifying application of state law govern-
ing the establishment of advisory councils; prescribing the composition
of the advisory council; providing for initial appointments to the ad-
visory council by a specified date; providing organizational and other
meeting requirements for the advisory council; prescribing duties and
responsibilities of the advisory council; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Policy; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Health and Human Services; and Appropriations.

By Senators Perry, Taddeo, Gruters, and Farmer—

SB 274—A bill to be entitled An act relating to juvenile diversion
program expunction; amending s. 943.0582, F.S.; requiring the De-
partment of Law Enforcement to expunge the nonjudicial arrest record
of certain minors who have successfully completed a diversion program
for any offense, rather than only a misdemeanor offense; amending s.
985.126, F.S.; authorizing a minor who successfully completes a diver-
sion program for any offense, rather than only for a first-time misde-
meanor offense, to lawfully deny or fail to acknowledge certain in-
formation; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on Criminal and Civil Justice; and Appropriations.

By Senators Taddeo, Berman, and Stewart—

SJR 276—A joint resolution proposing the creation of a new section
in Article X of the State Constitution to require amendment of the state
Medicaid plan to provide Medicaid coverage to persons under age 65
who have an income equal to or below 138 percent of the federal poverty
level.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Policy; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Health and Human Services; Appropriations; and
Rules.

By Senator Baxley—

SB 278—A bill to be entitled An act relating to traffic offenses;
creating s. 318.195, F.S.; providing a short title; providing criminal
penalties for a person who commits a moving violation that causes
serious bodily injury to, or causes the death of, a vulnerable road user;
requiring that the person who commits the moving violation pay a
specified fine, serve a minimum period of house arrest, and attend a
driver improvement course; requiring that the court revoke the person’s
driver license for a minimum specified period; defining the term “vul-
nerable road user”; providing construction; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Transportation; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism, and Economic Develop-
ment; and Appropriations.

By Senators Baxley, Berman, Bracy, and Diaz—

SB 280—A bill to be entitled An act relating to cardiopulmonary
resuscitation training in public schools; amending s. 1003.453, F.S.;
providing that school districts are encouraged to provide basic training
in first aid, including cardiopulmonary resuscitation, in specified
grades; requiring school districts to provide basic training in first aid,
including cardiopulmonary resuscitation, in specified grades; revising
requirements for instruction in cardiopulmonary resuscitation; provid-
ing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Education; and Appropriations.

By Senators Baxley and Albritton—

SB 282—A bill to be entitled An act relating to moments of silence in
public schools; amending s. 1003.45, F.S.; providing legislative findings;
requiring that public school principals require certain teachers to set
aside time for a moment of silence at the beginning of each school day;
specifying the duration of the required moment of silence; prohibiting
teachers from making suggestions as to the nature of any reflection that
a student may engage in during the moment of silence; deleting a pro-
vision authorizing district school boards to provide a brief period of
silent prayer or meditation; requiring certain teachers to encourage
parents or guardians to discuss the moment of silence with their chil-
dren and to make suggestions as to the best use of this time; providing
an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education; Judiciary; and Rules.

By Senators Perry and Hutson—

SB 284—A bill to be entitled An act relating to building design;
amending s. 163.3202, F.S.; prohibiting certain regulations relating to
building design elements from being applied to certain structures;
providing exceptions; defining the term “building design elements”;
providing construction; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Community Affairs; Regulated
Industries; and Rules.

By Senator Perry—

SB 286—A bill to be entitled An act relating to fire sprinklers;
amending s. 633.102, F.S.; revising the definition of the term “Con-
tractor V” to authorize such fire protection system contractors to design
and alter certain systems; revising the definition of the term “fire pro-
tection system”; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Regulated Industries; Banking
and Insurance; and Rules.

By Senator Rouson—

SB 288—A bill to be entitled An act relating to victims of reform
school abuse; providing a short title; defining the term “victim of Florida
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reform school abuse”; requiring a person seeking certification under the
act to apply to the Department of State by a certain date; prohibiting
the estate of a decedent or the personal representative of a decedent
from submitting an application on behalf of the decedent; requiring that
the application include certain information and documentation; re-
quiring the department to examine the application, notify the applicant
of any errors or omissions, and request any additional information
within a certain timeframe; specifying the timeframe that the applicant
has to revise and complete the application after such notification; re-
quiring the department to review and process a completed application
within a certain timeframe; prohibiting the department from denying
an application for specified reasons and under certain circumstances;
requiring the department to notify the applicant of its determination
within a certain timeframe; requiring the department to certify an ap-
plicant as a victim of Florida reform school abuse if the department
determines that the application meets the requirements of the act; re-
quiring the department to submit a list of all certified victims to the
Legislature by a specified date; providing exceptions from specified re-
quirements for crime victim compensation eligibility for applications
submitted under the act; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism, and Economic Devel-
opment; and Appropriations.

By Senator Baxley—

SB 290—A bill to be entitled An act relating to retaliatory conduct by
landlords; amending s. 125.01, F.S.; authorizing county legislative and
governing bodies to create boards to investigate alleged retaliatory
conduct by landlords; authorizing such boards to impose fines for re-
taliatory conduct by landlords; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Community Affairs; Judiciary;
and Rules.

By Senator Diaz—

SB 292—A bill to be entitled An act relating to specialty license
plates; amending s. 320.08058, F.S.; directing the Department of
Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles to develop an Inter Miami CF
specialty license plate; providing for distribution and use of fees col-
lected from the sale of the plate; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Transportation; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism, and Economic Develop-
ment; and Appropriations.

By Senator Farmer—

SB 294—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the safe storage of
loaded firearms; amending s. 790.174, F.S.; making technical changes;
revising the locations and circumstances in which a loaded firearm is
required to be kept or secured with a trigger lock or cable lock; deleting
conditions that pertain to the crime of failing to safely store, leave, or
secure a loaded firearm in a specified manner; reenacting s.
409.175(5)(g), F.S., relating to rules of the Department of Children and
Families requiring the adoption of a form used by child-placing agen-
cies, to incorporate the amendment made to s. 790.174, F.S., in a ref-
erence thereto; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Criminal Justice;
Appropriations; and Rules.

By Senator Taddeo—

SB 296—A bill to be entitled An act relating to public records;
amending s. 11.0431, F.S.; deleting a public records exemption for drafts
of and draft requests for reapportionment plans, redistricting plans, or
amendments thereto, and any supporting documents; providing an ef-
fective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Ethics and Elections; Govern-
mental Oversight and Accountability; and Rules.

By Senator Taddeo—

SB 298—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the electronic payment
of governmental fees; amending s. 28.246, F.S.; requiring clerks of the
circuit court to provide an electronic option for payment of court-related
fines and other fees; amending s. 119.07, F.S.; requiring an agency
subject to ch. 119, F.S., to provide an electronic option for payment of
fees associated with a public records request; providing that the act
fulfills an important state interest; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Appropriations Sub-
committee on Criminal and Civil Justice; and Appropriations.

By Senator Taddeo—

SB 300—A bill to be entitled An act relating to student eligibility
requirements for state financial aid awards and tuition assistance
grants; amending s. 1009.40, F.S.; providing that, for purposes of re-
ceiving state financial aid awards, a student may not be denied classi-
fication as a resident based on his or her immigration status if certain
criteria are met; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Education; and Appropriations.

By Senator Taddeo—

SB 302—A bill to be entitled An act relating to a Small Business
Saturday sales tax holiday; defining the term “small business”; pro-
viding that small businesses are not required to collect the sales and use
tax on the retail sale of certain items of tangible personal property
during a specified timeframe; authorizing the Department of Revenue
to adopt emergency rules; providing an appropriation; providing an ef-
fective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Commerce and Tourism; Fi-
nance and Tax; and Appropriations.

By Senator Taddeo—

SB 304—A bill to be entitled An act relating to wage and employment
benefits requirements; repealing s. 218.077, F.S., relating to restrictions
on the establishment of minimum wage and employment benefits re-
quirements by political subdivisions; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Commerce and Tourism; Com-
munity Affairs; and Rules.

By Senator Passidomo—

SB 306—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Florida Statutes;
amending ss. 11.2421, 11.2422, 11.2424, and 11.2425, F.S.; adopting the
Florida Statutes 2021 and designating the portions thereof that are to
constitute the official law of the state; providing that the Florida Sta-
tutes 2021 shall be effective immediately upon publication; providing
that general laws enacted during the 2020 regular session and prior
thereto and not included in the Florida Statutes 2021 are repealed;
providing that general laws enacted after the 2020 regular session are
not repealed by this adoption act; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committee on Rules.

By Senator Passidomo—

SB 308—A reviser’s bill to be entitled An act relating to the Florida
Statutes; amending ss. 20.058, 20.2551, 39.01, 39.302, 39.3065, 39.521,
39.6012, 45.035, 70.001, 215.555, 215.985, 220.03, 220.183, 252.355,
253.0341, 258.3991, 288.9619, 324.021, 364.336, 365.179, 373.41492,
379.2426, 381.925, 393.066, 400.462, 400.962, 401.45, 402.402, 403.726,
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409.165, 409.973, 420.628, 420.9071, 420.9072, 420.9075, 420.9076,
429.02, 456.053, 481.203, 552.30, 556.102, 624.307, 624.5105, 625.091,
627.6387, 627.6648, 631.54, 641.31076, 647.02, 647.05, 723.079,
784.046, 943.059, 960.28, 1004.6499, 1007.33, 1009.24, 1009.50,
1009.51, 1009.52, 1009.65, 1009.986, and 1011.62, F.S.; reenacting s.
408.036, F.S.; deleting provisions that have expired, have become ob-
solete, have had their effect, have served their purpose, or have been
impliedly repealed or superseded; replacing incorrect cross-references
and citations; correcting grammatical, typographical, and like errors;
removing inconsistencies, redundancies, and unnecessary repetition in
the statutes; improving the clarity of the statutes and facilitating their
correct interpretation; and revising a statutory provision to conform to a
directive of the Legislature; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committee on Rules.

By Senator Passidomo—

SB 310—A reviser’s bill to be entitled An act relating to the Florida
Statutes; repealing ss. 119.071(5)(k), 216.181(11)(e), 267.0618,
311.101(7), 339.2818(8), 464.012(8), 466.00673, 1002.394(15), and
1003.4282(9), F.S., and amending ss. 316.306, 381.986, and 383.14, F.S.,
to delete provisions which have become inoperative by noncurrent re-
peal or expiration and, pursuant to s. 11.242(5)(b) and (i), F.S., may be
omitted from the 2021 Florida Statutes only through a reviser’s bill duly
enacted by the Legislature; amending ss. 1002.3105 and 1003.5716,
F.S., to conform to the repeal of s. 1003.4282(9), F.S., by this act; pro-
viding an effective date.

—was referred to the Committee on Rules.

By Senator Passidomo—

SB 312—A reviser’s bill to be entitled An act relating to the Florida
Statutes; amending ss. 335.066, 339.81, and 380.276, F.S., and repeal-
ing s. 338.065, F.S., to conform to the directive of the Legislature in
section 9 of chapter 2012-116, Laws of Florida, codified as section
11.242(5)(j), Florida Statutes, to prepare a reviser’s bill to omit all
statutes and laws, or parts thereof, which grant duplicative, redundant,
or unused rulemaking authority; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committee on Rules.

Senate Bills 314-326—Not used.

By Senator Rouson—

SB 328—A bill to be entitled An act relating to sentencing; creating s.
775.08701, F.S.; providing legislative intent; providing for the retro-
active applicability of s. 775.087, F.S.; prohibiting certain persons from
being sentenced to mandatory minimum terms of imprisonment for
aggravated assault or attempted aggravated assault committed before a
specified date; requiring resentencing for persons who committed such
violations before a specified date and are serving mandatory minimum
terms of imprisonment; specifying procedures for such resentencing;
providing eligibility for gain-time for such sentenced or resentenced
persons; creating s. 893.13501, F.S.; providing legislative intent; pro-
viding for the retroactive applicability of s. 893.135, F.S.; requiring the
initial sentencing and the resentencing of certain persons who com-
mitted certain violations before a specified date which involved traf-
ficking in hydrocodone or codeine; providing criminal penalties for such
violations that are subject to an initial sentencing or a resentencing;
providing legislative intent; providing for the retroactive applicability of
s. 893.135, F.S.; requiring the initial sentencing and the resentencing of
certain persons who committed certain violations before a specified date
which involved trafficking in oxycodone; providing criminal penalties
for such violations that are subject to an initial sentencing or a re-
sentencing; specifying procedures for such resentencing; providing an
effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on Criminal and Civil Justice; and Appropriations.

By Senator Farmer—

SB 330—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the sale and delivery
of firearms; amending s. 790.065, F.S.; requiring the parties, if neither
party to a sale, lease, or other transfer of a firearm is a licensed dealer,
to complete the sale, lease, or other transfer through a licensed dealer;
specifying procedures and requirements for a licensed dealer, seller,
lessor, or transferor, and a buyer or transferee; authorizing a licensed
dealer to charge a buyer or transferee specified fees; providing appli-
cability; deleting provisions authorizing a licensee to complete the sale
or transfer of a firearm to a person without receiving certain notification
from the Department of Law Enforcement informing the licensee that
such person is prohibited from receipt or possession of a firearm or
providing a unique approval number under certain circumstances; de-
leting provisions exempting a licensed importer, licensed manufacturer,
or licensed dealer from such sale and delivery requirements under
certain circumstances; amending s. 790.335, F.S.; conforming a cross-
reference; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Criminal Justice;
Appropriations; and Rules.

By Senator Perry—

SB 332—A bill to be entitled An act relating to unlicensed contract-
ing; amending s. 489.127, F.S.; revising the criminal penalties for per-
sons who engage in contracting or advertise themselves as contractors
without proper registration or certification; making technical changes;
reenacting s. 489.13(7), F.S., relating to unlicensed contracting, to in-
corporate the amendment made to s. 489.127, F.S., in a reference
thereto; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Regulated Industries; Appro-
priations Subcommittee on Criminal and Civil Justice; and Appropria-
tions.

By Senators Gruters, Hutson, Perry, and Harrell—

SB 334—A bill to be entitled An act relating to regulation of smoking
in public places; revising the title of part II of ch. 386, F.S.; amending s.
386.201, F.S.; revising a short title; amending s. 386.209, F.S.; author-
izing counties and municipalities to further restrict smoking within the
boundaries of public beaches and public parks under certain circum-
stances; creating s. 386.2095, F.S.; prohibiting smoking within the
boundaries of a state park; amending ss. 381.84 and 386.211, F.S.;
conforming provisions to changes made by the act; providing an effec-
tive date.

—was referred to the Committees on Community Affairs; Environ-
ment and Natural Resources; and Rules.

By Senator Rouson—

SB 336—A bill to be entitled An act relating to a large-scale agri-
cultural pollution reduction pilot program; creating s. 403.068, F.S.;
creating a large-scale agricultural pollution reduction pilot program
within the Department of Environmental Protection as a partnership
with dairy farms for a specified purpose; providing pilot program ap-
plication and project selection requirements; providing that projects
must be available for inspection by the department, the Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services, and water management districts;
specifying that pilot program participants are presumed to comply with
water quality standards and are eligible for certain permit terms and
funding; authorizing the department to adopt rules to provide a general
permit for the construction of systems and projects under certain cir-
cumstances; requiring the Office of Program Policy Analysis and Gov-
ernment Accountability to evaluate the pilot program by a specified
date using specified minimum criteria and report its findings to the
Legislature; providing for the future repeal of the pilot program unless
reviewed and saved from repeal by the Legislature; amending s.
403.814, F.S.; authorizing the department to grant general permits for
certain department-approved large-scale dairy farm pollution reduction
pilot program participants; providing an appropriation; providing an
effective date.

March 2, 2021 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE 59



—was referred to the Committees on Agriculture; Environment and
Natural Resources; and Appropriations.

By Senator Gruters—

SB 338—A bill to be entitled An act relating to specialty contracting
services; amending s. 489.117, F.S.; revising the types of buildings for
which individuals who are not required to obtain certain registrations
or certifications may perform contracting services without a local li-
cense under certain circumstances; authorizing certain persons under
the supervision of specified licensed contractors to perform certain
specialty contracting services for commercial or residential swimming
pools, hot tubs or spas, or interactive water features; providing that
such supervision does not require a direct contract between those per-
sons; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Regulated Industries; Commu-
nity Affairs; and Rules.

By Senator Diaz—

SJR 340—A joint resolution proposing the creation of Section 22 of
Article III of the State Constitution to provide that a single-payor health
care system may not be enacted by the legislature except through leg-
islation approved by two-thirds of the membership of each house of the
legislature and presented to the Governor for approval; providing defi-
nitions.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Policy; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Health and Human Services; Appropriations; and
Rules.

By Senator Diaz—

SB 342—A bill to be entitled An act relating to vehicle and vessel
registration; amending s. 319.32, F.S.; requiring tax collectors to de-
termine service charges collected by privately owned license plate
agents for motor vehicle titles; requiring that additional service charges
be itemized and disclosed to the person paying them; requiring a license
plate agent to enter into a contract with the tax collector for a certain
purpose; amending s. 320.03, F.S.; requiring tax collectors and approved
license plate agents to enter into a memorandum of understanding with
the department for a certain purpose; amending s. 320.04, F.S.; re-
quiring the tax collector to determine service charges collected by pri-
vately owned license plate agents for motor vehicle registrations; re-
quiring that additional service charges be itemized and disclosed to the
person paying them; requiring a license plate agent to enter into a
contract with the tax collector for a certain purpose; amending s. 328.72,
F.S.; requiring the tax collector to determine service charges collected
by privately owned license plate agents for vessel registrations and ti-
tles; requiring that additional service charges be itemized and disclosed
to the person paying them; requiring a license plate agent to enter into a
contract with the tax collector for a certain purpose; providing an ef-
fective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Transportation; Finance and
Tax; and Rules.

By Senator Diaz—

SB 344—A bill to be entitled An act relating to legislative review of
occupational regulations; providing a short title; creating s. 11.65, F.S.;
defining terms; establishing a schedule for the systematic review of
occupational regulatory programs; providing legislative intent; provid-
ing that amending or transferring a chapter or section with a scheduled
repeal does not affect the scheduled repeal; providing for the abolition of
personnel positions responsible for repealed programs; providing for the
reversion of certain unexpended funds and the refund of certain un-
encumbered revenue of a repealed program; requiring the Department
of Legal Affairs to prosecute or defend certain pending causes of action;
preempting the regulation of an occupation to the state if the occupa-
tion’s regulatory program has been repealed through this act; providing
an exception; providing construction; providing a schedule of repeal for
occupational regulatory programs; providing effective dates.

—was referred to the Committees on Governmental Oversight and
Accountability; Appropriations; and Rules.

By Senators Rodriguez and Hutson—

SB 346—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Florida Real
Estate Appraisal Board; amending s. 475.613, F.S.; revising the com-
position of the board; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Regulated Industries; Com-
merce and Tourism; and Rules.

By Senator Rodriguez—

SB 348—A bill to be entitled An act relating to Medicaid; amending s.
409.908, F.S.; revising the types of emergency transportation vehicle
services provided to Medicare-eligible persons for which Medicaid shall
pay deductibles and coinsurance; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Policy; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Health and Human Services; and Appropriations.

By Senator Rodriguez—

SB 350—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Angela Sozzani;
requiring that the Department of Children and Families request up to a
certain amount in its annual legislative budget request each fiscal year
to compensate Angela Sozzani for injuries and damages she sustained
as a result of the negligence of individuals and entities licensed by the
department; authorizing the department to request additional funds
under extraordinary circumstances; providing for the satisfaction of any
liens and the reversion of remaining funds in the special needs trust
upon Angela Sozzani’s death; providing that fees and costs have not
been awarded; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills; and the Com-
mittees on Judiciary; Children, Families, and Elder Affairs; and Ap-
propriations.

By Senator Rodriguez—

SB 352—A bill to be entitled An act relating to massage therapy;
renaming ch. 480, F.S., as “Massage Therapy Practice”; amending s.
480.031, F.S.; revising a short title; amending s. 480.032, F.S.; revising
the purpose of ch. 480, F.S.; reordering and amending s. 480.033, F.S.;
revising and defining terms; amending ss. 477.013, 477.0135, 477.0265,
480.034, 480.035, 480.041, 480.043, 480.046, 480.0465, 480.047,
480.052, 480.0535, 627.6407, 627.6619, 627.736, 641.31, and 823.05,
F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made by the act; making tech-
nical changes; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Policy; Commerce and
Tourism; and Rules.

By Senator Harrell—

SB 354—A bill to be entitled An act relating to restitution; amending
s. 775.089, F.S.; specifying that courts are not bound by fair market
value in determining restitution amounts; authorizing courts to ex-
ercise discretion in furthering the purposes of restitution; providing an
effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Criminal Justice; and
Rules.

By Senator Jones—

SB 356—A bill to be entitled An act relating to fines and fees;
amending s. 27.52, F.S.; conforming a cross-reference; amending s.
28.24, F.S.; providing procedures for payment plans; amending s.
28.246, F.S.; revising the methods by which clerks of the circuit courts
must accept payments for certain fees, charges, costs, and fines; pro-
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viding requirements for entering into payment plans; authorizing a
court to waive, modify, and convert certain fines and fees into commu-
nity service under specified circumstances; authorizing clerks of court to
transmit and send specified notices relating to payment plans;
amending s. 28.42, F.S.; requiring the clerks of court, in consultation
with the Florida Clerks of Court Operations Corporation, to develop a
uniform payment plan form by a specified date; providing minimum
criteria for the form; requiring clerks of court to use such forms by a
specified date; amending s. 57.082, F.S.; conforming a cross-reference
and provisions to changes made by the act; amending s. 318.15, F.S.;
authorizing, rather than requiring, clerks of court to notify the De-
partment of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles under certain cir-
cumstances; extending the timeframe for issuing certain notices;
amending s. 318.20, F.S.; requiring that a notification form and the
uniform traffic citation include certain information about paying a civil
penalty; amending s. 322.245, F.S.; authorizing certain persons to apply
for reinstatement of their suspended driver licenses under certain cir-
cumstances; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Appropriations Sub-
committee on Criminal and Civil Justice; and Appropriations.

By Senator Berman—

SB 358—A bill to be entitled An act relating to water safety; pro-
viding a short title; amending s. 1002.20, F.S.; providing an exemption
from certain water safety and swimming certifications for a child whose
parent follows a specified procedure; creating s. 1003.225, F.S.; defining
the term “water safety”; requiring district school boards and the gov-
erning authorities of private schools to require certain children to pre-
sent a specified certificate beginning in a certain school year; requiring
that such certification comply with certain adopted rules; providing that
a parent of specified children is responsible for compliance with this
section; providing an exemption; requiring the State Board of Educa-
tion, subject to the concurrence of the Department of Health, to adopt
certain rules by a specified date; providing that certain persons are not
liable for specified injuries; exempting persons admitted to or attending
adult education classes unless such persons are under a specified age;
amending ss. 381.88 and 1002.42, F.S.; conforming cross-references;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education; Children, Families,
and Elder Affairs; and Rules.

By Senator Hooper—

SB 360—A bill to be entitled An act relating to fire prevention and
control; amending s. 633.202, F.S.; requiring the authority having jur-
isdiction to determine certain minimum radio signal strength require-
ments for all new and existing buildings; authorizing the use of radio
communication enhancement systems to comply with minimum radio
signal strength requirements; revising the transitory period for com-
pliance; revising the date by which existing apartment buildings that
are not in compliance must initiate an application for an appropriate
permit; amending s. 843.16, F.S.; providing an exception to the prohi-
bition against installing or transporting certain radio equipment using
law enforcement or fire rescue frequencies; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Community Affairs; Banking
and Insurance; and Appropriations.

By Senator Harrell—

SB 362—A bill to be entitled An act relating to pediatric cardiac care;
amending s. 395.1055, F.S.; revising requirements for members of the
pediatric cardiac technical advisory panel; specifying that time spent as
an alternate member does not count toward panel member term limits;
revising the frequency with which the panel must meet; extending so-
vereign immunity to apply to all individuals who are members of a site
visit review team; requiring pediatric cardiac programs to include cer-
tain cases in the program’s required surgical volume; authorizing site
visit teams to conduct virtual site inspections during a declared state of
emergency; authorizing the panel to alter certain requirements for
virtual site inspections; providing that pediatric cardiac surgical centers
that are deemed by the panel to be noncompliant with certain standards

must come into compliance with those standards within a specified
timeframe; authorizing the panel to make a certain recommendation to
the Secretary of Health Care Administration if a center does not come
into compliance within such timeframe;requiring certain data sub-
mitted by the Surgeon General to the Secretary of Health Care Ad-
ministration to follow specified guidelines and suggestions; providing
an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Policy; Judiciary; and
Rules.

By Senators Gruters, Albritton, and Perry—

SB 364—A bill to be entitled An act relating to discrimination on the
basis of personal health information; creating s. 322.144, F.S.; prohi-
biting business and governmental entities that require individuals to
present driver licenses and identification cards for specified purposes
from taking certain actions on the basis of individuals’ vaccination
status and proof of immunity from any virus; providing construction;
creating s. 760.70, F.S.; prohibiting public accommodations from dis-
criminating against individuals on the basis of vaccination or immunity
status; providing construction; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Commerce and Tourism; Gov-
ernmental Oversight and Accountability; and Rules.

By Senators Hutson and Brodeur—

SB 366—A bill to be entitled An act relating to apprenticeship and
preapprenticeship training; amending s. 446.011, F.S.; revising legis-
lative intent related to apprenticeship training; amending s. 446.021,
F.S.; defining and redefining terms; amending s. 446.032, F.S.; revising
the general duties of the Department of Education with regard to ap-
prenticeship and preapprenticeship programs; amending s. 446.041,
F.S.; requiring the department to periodically review and evaluate its
uniform minimum standards for apprenticeship and preapprenticeship
programs; amending s. 446.045, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes
made by the act; revising the membership of the State Apprenticeship
Advisory Council; revising meeting requirements; amending s. 446.051,
F.S.; providing that apprenticeship or preapprenticeship program
sponsors are responsible for the selection and training of certain per-
sonnel, as approved by the department; encouraging district school
boards and Florida College System institution and state university
boards of trustees to cooperate in providing certain equipment, supplies,
and instructor salaries; amending s. 446.052, F.S.; encouraging state
university boards of trustees and apprenticeship program sponsors to
cooperate in developing and establishing apprenticeship and pre-
apprenticeship programs that include career instruction; encouraging
school boards and boards of trustees to cooperate with certain degree
programs and career certificate programs to ensure that certain indi-
viduals receive certain college credit; requiring that certain qualified
veterans be given the same priority as preapprentices; amending s.
446.071, F.S.; providing that certain organizations may be approved as
apprenticeship sponsors if they meet certain uniform minimum stan-
dards; updating terminology; removing the definition of the term
“need”; amending s. 446.081, F.S.; revising the applicability of specified
provisions to apprenticeship provisions in collective agreements be-
tween employers and employees; making technical changes; repealing s.
446.091, F.S., relating to the adaptation and applicability of certain
provisions to on-the-job training programs; amending s. 446.092, F.S.;
revising criteria for apprenticeship occupations; creating s. 446.541,
F.S.; providing legislative intent; defining the term “work-based learn-
ing”; providing that certain individuals enrolled in work-based learning
are deemed to be employees of the state for purposes of receiving
medically necessary care under workers’ compensation coverage;
amending s. 455.213, F.S.; creating an alternative licensing method for
apprentice applicants who meet certain requirements; amending s.
1003.4156, F.S.; encouraging, rather than requiring, that middle grades
students complete one course in career and education planning; au-
thorizing the Florida Virtual School to offer such course; amending s.
1003.4282, F.S.; authorizing school districts and regional consortium
organizations to work with national providers to submit to the depart-
ment for approval recommended career-themed courses that satisfy
high school credit requirements; amending s. 1007.23, F.S.; requiring
that the statewide articulation agreement specify three mathematics
pathways that meet a certain requirement upon which degree seeking
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students must be placed; amending s. 1007.2616, F.S.; requiring public
schools to include computational thinking and foundational computer
science skills in instruction to students; deleting obsolete language;
authorizing school districts to apply to the department for funding for
specified purposes; requiring the department to award funding to school
districts or consortia using specified criteria; amending s. 1008.44, F.S.;
requiring that the CAPE Industry Certification Funding List in-
corporate by reference the industry certifications on the career path-
ways list approved for the Florida Gold Seal CAPE Scholars award;
providing requirements for industry certifications associated with
aviation-related and aerospace-related occupations; providing that such
certifications are eligible for additional full-time equivalent member-
ship; authorizing the Commissioner of Education to limit CAPE in-
dustry certifications and CAPE Digital Tool certificates to students in
certain grades for a specified purpose; amending s. 1009.25, F.S.; con-
forming provisions to changes made by the act; amending s. 1011.62,
F.S.; revising the calculation of certain additional full-time equivalent
membership relating to funding for the operation of schools; deleting a
provision relating to full-time equivalent membership calculation for
elementary and middle students; requiring that a specified supple-
mental value for full-time equivalent student membership be calculated
for certain industry certifications leading to employment in aviation-
related or aerospace-related occupations; authorizing the use of a
specified percentage of certain funds for CAPE program expenses;
limiting the amount of funds that may be used for administrative costs;
prohibiting the use of CAPE funding to supplant funds provided for
basic operation of the CAPE program; amending s. 1011.80, F.S.; re-
vising performance funding for industry certifications for school district
workforce education programs to provide for Federal Aviation Admin-
istration (FAA) industry certifications; amending s. 1011.802, F.S.;
specifying that Florida Pathways to Career Opportunities Grant Pro-
gram funds may be used for instructional personnel; specifying the
maximum amount of funds that may be used by the department to
administer the Florida Pathways to Career Opportunities Grant Pro-
gram; amending s. 1011.81, F.S.; revising performance funding for in-
dustry certifications for Florida College System institutions to provide
for professional-level FAA industry certifications; requiring the Ar-
ticulation Coordinating Committee to convene a representative work-
group composed of academic affairs administrators and faculty from
state universities and Florida College System institutions by a specified
date for a specified purpose; requiring the workgroup to report its re-
commendations to the committee, the Board of Governors, and the State
Board of Education by a specified date; requiring the Articulation Co-
ordinating Committee to approve the mathematics pathways by a
specified date; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Education; and Appropriations.

By Senator Baxley—

SB 368—A bill to be entitled An act relating to an elder-focused
dispute resolution process; creating s. 44.407, F.S.; providing legislative
findings; defining terms; authorizing the courts to appoint an elder-
caring coordinator and refer certain parties and elders to eldercaring
coordination; prohibiting the courts from referring certain parties to
eldercaring coordination without the consent of the elder and other
parties to the action; specifying the duration of eldercaring coordinator
appointments; requiring the courts to conduct intermittent review
hearings regarding the conclusion or extension of such appointments;
providing qualifications and disqualifications for eldercaring co-
ordinators; providing for the removal and suspension of authority of
certain eldercaring coordinators; requiring that notice of hearing on
removal of a coordinator be timely served; authorizing the courts to
award certain fees and costs under certain circumstances; requiring the
court to appoint successor eldercaring coordinators under certain cir-
cumstances; authorizing the courts to make certain determinations
based on the fees and costs of eldercaring coordination; providing that
certain communications between the parties and eldercaring co-
ordinators are confidential; providing exceptions to confidentiality;
providing requirements for emergency reporting to courts under certain
circumstances; providing immunity from liability for certain parties
under specified circumstances; requiring the Florida Supreme Court to
establish certain minimum standards and procedures for eldercaring
coordinators; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Children, Families, and Elder
Affairs; Judiciary; and Appropriations.

By Senators Farmer, Berman, Taddeo, Jones, Polsky, Rouson, Book,
Torres, Powell, and Cruz—

SB 370—A bill to be entitled An act relating to assault weapons and
large-capacity magazines; creating s. 790.301, F.S.; defining terms;
prohibiting the sale or transfer of an assault weapon or a large-capacity
magazine; providing exceptions; providing criminal penalties; prohi-
biting possession of an assault weapon or a large-capacity magazine;
providing exceptions; providing criminal penalties; requiring certifi-
cates of possession for assault weapons or large-capacity magazines
lawfully possessed before a specified date; providing requirements for
the certificates; requiring the Department of Law Enforcement to adopt
rules; specifying the form of the certificates; limiting sales or transfers
of assault weapons or large-capacity magazines documented by such
certificates; providing conditions for continued possession of such
weapons or large-capacity magazines; providing requirements for an
applicant who fails to qualify for such a certificate; requiring certificates
of transfer for transfers of certain assault weapons or large-capacity
magazines; providing requirements for certificates of transfer; requiring
the Department of Law Enforcement to maintain a file of such certifi-
cates; providing for relinquishment of assault weapons or large-capacity
magazines; providing requirements for transportation of assault
weapons or large-capacity magazines under certain circumstances;
providing criminal penalties; specifying circumstances in which the
manufacture or transportation of assault weapons or large-capacity
magazines is not prohibited; exempting permanently inoperable fire-
arms from certain provisions; amending s. 775.087, F.S.; providing en-
hanced criminal penalties for certain offenses when committed with an
assault weapon or a large-capacity magazine; providing for severability;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Appropriations Sub-
committee on Criminal and Civil Justice; Appropriations; and Rules.

By Senator Stewart—

SB 372—A bill to be entitled An act relating to three-dimensional
printed firearms; creating s. 790.224, F.S.; defining the term “3D-
printed firearm”; prohibiting a person from printing, transferring, im-
porting into this state, distributing, selling, possessing, or giving to
another person certain 3D-printed firearms as of a specified date; pro-
viding criminal penalties; requiring persons in possession of such fire-
arms to relinquish them to a law enforcement agency or to the De-
partment of Law Enforcement or to destroy them before the prohibition
takes effect; requiring a law enforcement agency or the department to
destroy any relinquished 3D-printed firearms within a specified time-
frame; providing for the future expiration of certain provisions; pro-
viding an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Criminal Justice;
Appropriations; and Rules.

By Senators Bradley and Albritton—

SB 374—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the fair repair of
agricultural equipment; providing a short title; creating s. 686.35, F.S.;
defining terms; requiring original equipment manufacturers of agri-
cultural equipment to provide certain manufacturing, diagnostic, and
repair information to independent repair providers and owners; prohi-
biting the original equipment manufacturers from excluding certain
information concerning security-related functions; providing construc-
tion and applicability; providing civil liability; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Agriculture; Commerce and
Tourism; and Rules.

By Senator Gibson—

SB 376—A bill to be entitled An act relating to Jacksonville Trans-
portation Authority leases; amending s. 349.04, F.S.; removing a lim-
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itation on the term of a lease into which the authority may enter; pro-
viding an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Transportation; Community
Affairs; and Rules.

By Senator Bradley—

SB 378—A bill to be entitled An act relating to payment for con-
struction services; amending s. 218.735, F.S.; increasing the interest
rate for certain payments for purchases of construction services;
amending s. 255.071, F.S.; specifying that a person, firm, or corporation
who fails to make certain payments relating to public projects commits
a misapplication of constructions funds and is subject to criminal pen-
alties; amending s. 255.073, F.S.; increasing the interest rate for over-
due payments for the purchase of construction services; amending s.
489.129, F.S.; expanding the list of actions for which a licensee may be
disciplined by the Construction Industry Licensing Board; requiring the
board to suspend certain licenses for a minimum period of time under
certain circumstances; providing construction; amending s. 713.345,
F.S.; specifying that a contractor, subcontractor, sub-subcontractor, or
other person licensed under ch. 489, F.S., is subject to certain discipline
if convicted of misapplication of construction funds; amending s.
713.346, F.S.; specifying that a person, firm, or corporation who fails to
make certain payments relating to construction contracts commits a
misapplication of constructions funds and is subject to criminal penal-
ties; amending s. 715.12, F.S.; increasing the interest rate for certain
payments due under the Construction Contract Prompt Payment Law;
conforming a provision to changes made by the act; reenacting s.
218.76(2)(b), F.S., relating to improper payment requests or invoices, to
incorporate the amendment made by this act to s. 218.735, F.S., in a
reference thereto; reenacting s. 255.075, F.S., relating to mandatory
interest, to incorporate the amendment made by this act to s. 255.073,
F.S., in a reference thereto; providing applicability; providing an effec-
tive date.

—was referred to the Committees on Community Affairs; Govern-
mental Oversight and Accountability; and Rules.

By Senator Perry—

SB 380—A bill to be entitled An act relating to child restraint re-
quirements; amending s. 316.613, F.S.; increasing the age of children
for whom operators of motor vehicles must provide protection by using a
crash-tested, federally approved child restraint device; increasing the
age of children for whom a separate carrier, an integrated child seat, or
a child booster seat may be used; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Children, Families, and Elder
Affairs; Transportation; and Rules.

By Senator Hooper—

SB 382—A bill to be entitled An act relating to clerks of the court;
amending s. 28.222, F.S.; requiring certain service charges to be dis-
tributed in a specified manner; amending s. 28.24, F.S.; defining the
term “court record”; specifying the amount of charges for certain ser-
vices rendered by, and instruments filed with, the clerk of the circuit
court which are not court records; amending s. 28.241, F.S.; revising the
distribution of revenue from filing fees from the institution of certain
appellate proceedings; amending s. 40.29, F.S.; requiring the clerks of
the court to submit requests for reimbursement for jury-related costs to
the Florida Clerks of Court Operations Corporation within specified
timeframes; requiring the corporation to review such requests for re-
imbursement; requiring the corporation to submit certain information
to the Justice Administrative Commission; requiring the commission to
review the information and submit a request for payment to the Chief
Financial Officer under certain circumstances; removing a provision
authorizing the commission to apportion funds among the counties for
certain purposes; amending ss. 27.52, 28.22205, 28.246, 45.035, 55.141,
57.082, 197.502, 197.532, 197.542, 197.582, 569.23, and 712.06, F.S.;
conforming cross-references to changes made by the act; providing an
effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Appropriations Sub-
committee on Criminal and Civil Justice; and Appropriations.

By Senator Rodriguez—

SB 384—A bill to be entitled An act relating to unlawful employment
practices; amending s. 760.02, F.S.; defining terms; amending s. 760.10,
F.S.; expanding the list of unlawful employment practices to include
certain actions against employees and job applicants with medical
needs related to pregnancy; requiring employers to provide a written
notice of certain rights relating to pregnancy to employees and to post
such notice in conspicuous places on the premises; requiring the Florida
Commission on Human Relations to develop certain education and
outreach programs; providing construction; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Commerce and Tourism; Gov-
ernmental Oversight and Accountability; and Rules.

By Senator Wright—

SB 386—A bill to be entitled An act relating to payments to clerks of
the circuit courts; amending s. 27.52, F.S.; conforming a cross-reference;
amending s. 28.24, F.S.; providing procedures for payment plans;
amending s. 28.246, F.S.; revising the methods by which clerks of the
circuit courts must accept payments for certain fees, charges, costs, and
fines; providing requirements for entering into payment plans; au-
thorizing a court to waive, modify, and convert certain fines and fees
into community service under specified circumstances; authorizing the
clerks of court to send specified notices relating to payment plans; au-
thorizing the clerks of court to waive certain fees for individuals who
enroll in automatic electronic debit payment plans; amending s. 28.42,
F.S.; requiring the clerks of court, in consultation with the Florida
Clerks of Court Operations Corporation, to develop a uniform payment
plan form by a specified date; providing minimum criteria for the form;
requiring clerks of court to use such forms by a specified date; amending
s. 57.082, F.S.; conforming a cross-reference and provisions to changes
made by the act; amending s. 318.15, F.S.; authorizing, rather than
requiring, clerks of court to notify the Department of Highway Safety
and Motor Vehicles under certain circumstances; extending the time-
frame for issuing certain notices; amending s. 318.20, F.S.; requiring
that a notification form and the uniform traffic citation include certain
information about paying a civil penalty; amending s. 322.245, F.S.;
authorizing certain persons to apply for reinstatement of their sus-
pended licenses under certain circumstances; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Appropriations Sub-
committee on Criminal and Civil Justice; and Appropriations.

By Senators Wright, Book, and Garcia—

SB 388—A bill to be entitled An act relating to injured police canines;
creating s. 401.254, F.S.; defining the term “police canine”; authorizing
licensed life support services to transport injured police canines under
certain circumstances; authorizing a paramedic or an emergency med-
ical technician to provide emergency medical care to injured police ca-
nines under certain circumstances; providing for immunity from crim-
inal and civil liability under certain circumstances; amending s.
474.203, F.S.; providing applicability; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Policy; Criminal Justice;
and Rules.

By Senator Wright—

SB 390—A bill to be entitled An act relating to prescription drug
coverage; amending s. 624.3161, F.S.; authorizing the Office of In-
surance Regulation to examine pharmacy benefit managers; specifying
that certain examination costs are payable by persons examined;
transferring, renumbering, and amending s. 465.1885, F.S.; revising the
entities conducting pharmacy audits to which certain requirements and
restrictions apply; authorizing audited pharmacies to appeal certain
findings; providing that health insurers and health maintenance orga-
nizations that transfer a certain payment obligation to pharmacy ben-
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efit managers remain responsible for certain violations; amending ss.
627.64741 and 627.6572, F.S.; revising the definition of the term
“maximum allowable cost”; authorizing the office to require health in-
surers to submit to the office certain contracts or contract amendments
entered into with pharmacy benefit managers; authorizing the office to
order health insurers to cancel such contracts under certain circum-
stances; authorizing the commission to adopt rules; revising applica-
bility; amending s. 627.6699, F.S.; requiring certain health benefit plans
covering small employers to comply with certain provisions; amending
s. 641.314, F.S.; revising the definition of the term “maximum allowable
cost”; authorizing the office to require health maintenance organiza-
tions to submit to the office certain contracts or contract amendments
entered into with pharmacy benefit managers; authorizing the office to
order health maintenance organizations to cancel such contracts under
certain circumstances; authorizing the commission to adopt rules; re-
vising applicability; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Banking and Insurance; Ap-
propriations Subcommittee on Agriculture, Environment, and General
Government; and Appropriations.

By Senators Brandes and Gruters—

SB 392—A bill to be entitled An act relating to sports wagering;
creating ch. 547, F.S.; defining terms; authorizing certain persons to
place wagers on a sports event under certain circumstances; providing
duties and responsibilities of the Department of the Lottery relating to
sports pools; requiring the department to adopt rules; authorizing
persons to apply to the department for a license to operate a sports pool;
providing requirements for such application; requiring licensees to an-
nually renew their licenses; prohibiting sports pools from being offered
by anyone other than the department or a licensee; specifying re-
quirements for accepting wagers on sports events; authorizing a li-
censee to have certain websites and applications under certain cir-
cumstances; authorizing the department or licensees to provide certain
benefits to induce a person to wager; requiring licensees to perform
background checks on all employees and provide certain documentation
to the department upon request; prohibiting certain persons from wa-
gering under certain circumstances; providing applicability; requiring
the department and licensees to adopt certain procedures to prevent
certain persons from wagering; prohibiting the department and li-
censees from accepting wagers from certain persons; requiring a li-
censee to promptly notify the department of certain information; pro-
viding for the disbursement of unclaimed winnings; providing civil and
criminal penalties; requiring that certain penalties be deposited into the
department’s Operating Trust Fund; providing a contingent effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Regulated Industries; Appro-
priations; and Rules.

By Senator Brandes—

SB 394—A bill to be entitled An act relating to taxes; creating s.
547.009, F.S.; providing a tax rate for certain revenues received from
sports wagering; specifying requirements relating to the payment of
taxes; providing administrative penalties; amending s. 24.121, F.S.;
revising the purpose of the Operating Trust Fund of the Department of
the Lottery; providing a contingent effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Regulated Industries; Appro-
priations; and Rules.

By Senator Brandes—

SB 396—A bill to be entitled An act relating to fees; amending s.
547.004, F.S.; providing an application fee and a renewal fee for licenses
relating to sports wagering; providing a contingent effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Regulated Industries; Appro-
priations; and Rules.

By Senator Rodriguez—

SB 398—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of the Estate of
Emilio Jesus Vizcaino-Aday by Miami-Dade County; providing for an
appropriation to compensate the Estate of Emilio Jesus Vizcaino-Aday
for injuries and damages sustained by Emilio Jesus Vizcaino-Aday and
his survivors as a result of the negligence of Miami-Dade County; pro-
viding a limitation on the payment of attorney fees; providing an ef-
fective date.

Proof of publication of the required notice was attached.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills; and the Com-
mittees on Judiciary; Criminal Justice; and Rules.

By Senator Rodrigues—

SB 400—A bill to be entitled An act relating to public records;
amending s. 119.07, F.S.; prohibiting an agency that receives a request
to inspect or copy a record from responding to such request by filing an
action for declaratory relief against the requester; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Governmental Oversight and
Accountability; Judiciary; and Rules.

By Senator Rodrigues—

SB 402—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Public Notice and
Voting Rights Restoration Database; authorizing legal notifications in
certain cases to be published on a website established by the Supreme
Court, in lieu of newspaper publication; providing that such legal no-
tifications be posted to the website following payment of a fee; providing
limitations for, and for the adjustment of, such fees; specifying that
website publication constitutes proof of publication, unless otherwise
determined by a court; authorizing a county to publish such legal no-
tifications in a newspaper, subject to certain limitations; providing re-
quirements and limitations regarding the operation of the website;
providing that certain revenue be used toward certain data collection
regarding nonviolent felons and the publication of such data on a
website; providing requirements and limitations regarding the opera-
tion of the website containing such data; providing for the deposit of any
remaining excess revenue into the State Courts Revenue Trust Fund;
specifying that a certain portion of remaining excess revenue may be
pledged toward operating costs of the website containing legal notifi-
cations; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Appropriations Sub-
committee on Criminal and Civil Justice; and Appropriations.

By Senator Rouson—

SB 404—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Office of Minority
Health and Health Equity; creating s. 381.735, F.S.; requiring the Office
of Minority Health and Health Equity to develop and promote the
statewide implementation of certain policies, programs, and practices;
requiring one representative from each county health department to
serve as a minority health liaison for a specified purpose; requiring the
office to use all available resources and pursue funding opportunities to
achieve this purpose; specifying duties for the office; requiring the office
to maintain on its website specified information; requiring the office to
serve as a liaison to and assist certain federal offices; authorizing the
Department of Health to adopt rules; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Policy; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Health and Human Services; and Appropriations.

By Senator Rodrigues—

SB 406—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Big Cypress Basin;
amending s. 373.0693, F.S.; revising the membership of the Big Cypress
Basin governing board; requiring the South Florida Water Management
District to revise the boundaries of the Big Cypress Basin based on a
specified study at a specified time; removing obsolete language;
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amending s. 373.503, F.S.; requiring the South Florida Water Man-
agement District to ensure that the distribution of ad valorem taxes
collected within the Big Cypress Basin be used for projects within the
counties in which they were collected; reenacting s. 373.0697, F.S., re-
lating to basin taxes, to incorporate the amendment made to s. 373.503,
F.S., in a reference thereto; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Environment and Natural Re-
sources; Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture, Environment,
and General Government; and Appropriations.

By Senator Bradley—

SB 408—A bill to be entitled An act relating to transportation facility
designations; providing an honorary designation of a certain transpor-
tation facility in a specified county; directing the Department of
Transportation to erect suitable markers; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Transportation; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism, and Economic Develop-
ment; and Appropriations.

By Senator Rodriguez—

SB 410—A bill to be entitled An act relating to materials harmful to
minors; amending s. 847.001, F.S.; revising the definitions of the terms
“child pornography,” “harmful to minors,” “obscene,” and “person”;
amending s. 847.012, F.S.; prohibiting a person from selling or renting
specified materials to a minor for monetary consideration; prohibiting a
person from loaning specified materials to a minor for any reason; re-
quiring school districts to proactively remove specified materials; re-
quiring school districts to remove such materials independent of a
parent or resident complaint; amending s. 1002.20, F.S.; providing that
a public school student may be exposed to certain teaching only in ac-
cordance with a specified procedure; making a technical change;
amending s. 1003.42, F.S.; requiring school districts or specified schools
to notify and request the written consent of parents before the teaching
of reproductive health or any sexually transmitted disease; prohibiting
schools from allowing students to be exposed to such teaching without
the written consent of their parent; prohibiting a student whose parent
does not give such written consent from being penalized; amending s.
1006.28, F.S.; adding certain materials to the policy district school
boards are required to adopt which allows certain objections from par-
ents or county residents; requiring district school boards to annually
review specified materials and immediately discontinue the use of any
found to be inappropriate or unsuitable, regardless of whether a com-
plaint was received; authorizing a student’s parent or a county resident
to contest on specified grounds a district school board’s adoption of
certain instructional material; specifying a certain petition to be filed
and the form required for the filing; requiring the school board to make
the form available to the public and to publish the form on the school
district’s website; requiring the school board to grant the petition or
refer the matter to a hearing within a certain timeframe; providing that
an administrative law judge has final order authority to rule on the
petition; providing for the award of attorney fees and costs under cer-
tain circumstances; reenacting ss. 92.561(1) and 288.1254(1)(b) and (j),
F.S., relating to the prohibition against reproducing child pornography
and the exclusion of obscene content under the entertainment industry
financial incentive program, respectively, to incorporate the amend-
ments made to s. 847.001, F.S., in references thereto; providing effective
dates.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Education;
and Rules.

By Senator Rouson—

SB 412—A bill to be entitled An act relating to residential tenancies;
amending s. 44.102, F.S.; requiring that courts in a judicial circuit in
which a residential eviction mediation program has been established
refer matters involving a residential eviction to mediation; amending s.
83.56, F.S.; deleting provisions requiring a residential tenant defending
against specified actions by a landlord to comply with provisions re-
quiring payment of accrued rent to the registry of the court, to conform
to changes made by the act; amending s. 83.59, F.S.; restricting avail-

ability of a specified summary procedure in actions where a landlord is
seeking to recover possession of a residential unit; amending s. 83.60,
F.S.; removing the requirement that a residential tenant defending
against a landlord’s action for possession pay accrued rent to the reg-
istry of the court; repealing s. 83.61, F.S., relating to the disbursement
of funds in the registry of the court, to conform to changes made by the
act; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Community Affairs;
and Rules.

By Senators Perry and Boyd—

SB 414—A bill to be entitled An act relating to economic self-suffi-
ciency; amending s. 11.45, F.S.; requiring the Auditor General to per-
form audits of specified programs at specified intervals beginning in a
specified calendar year; requiring the audits to review specified ele-
ments of such programs; requiring the Auditor General to make a
specified determination, if possible; providing reporting requirements
for the results of such audits; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Children, Families, and Elder
Affairs; Appropriations Subcommittee on Health and Human Services;
and Appropriations.

By Senators Burgess, Hooper, Bean, Harrell, Perry, and Rodriguez—

SB 416—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the POW-MIA Ve-
terans Bracelet Memorial; creating s. 265.008, F.S.; providing legisla-
tive intent; establishing the POW-MIA Veterans Bracelet Memorial;
providing for the funding and administration of the memorial; directing
the Department of Management Services to designate space for the
memorial’s construction and placement by a specified date; requiring
the department to consider recommendations of, and coordinate with,
specified entities regarding the memorial’s placement and design; au-
thorizing the department to adopt rules; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Military and Veterans Affairs,
Space, and Domestic Security; Governmental Oversight and Account-
ability; and Rules.

By Senator Burgess—

SB 418—A bill to be entitled An act relating to public records;
amending s. 252.385, F.S.; creating an exemption from public records
requirements for the name, address, and telephone number of a person
which are held by an agency providing shelter or assistance to such
person during an emergency; providing for future legislative review and
repeal of the exemption; providing a statement of public necessity;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Military and Veterans Affairs,
Space, and Domestic Security; Governmental Oversight and Account-
ability; and Rules.

By Senator Hooper—

SB 420—A bill to be entitled An act relating to motor vehicle in-
surance coverage exclusions; creating s. 627.747, F.S.; providing that
private passenger motor vehicle policies may exclude certain identified
individuals from specified coverages under certain circumstances; pro-
viding that such policies may not exclude coverage under certain cir-
cumstances; amending ss. 324.151, 627.736, and 627.7407, F.S.; con-
forming provisions to changes made by the act; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Banking and Insurance; Ju-
diciary; and Rules.

By Senator Rouson—

SB 422—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Tampa Bay Area
Regional Transit Authority; amending s. 339.175, F.S.; renaming the
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Tampa Bay Area Regional Transit Authority Metropolitan Planning
Organization Chairs Coordinating Committee as the Chairs Co-
ordinating Committee; deleting a requirement that the Tampa Bay
Area Regional Transit Authority provide the committee with adminis-
trative support and direction; amending s. 343.92, F.S.; providing that a
mayor’s designated alternate may be a member of the governing board
of the authority; requiring that the alternate be an elected member of
the city council of the mayor’s municipality and be approved by the
municipality’s city council; requiring a mayor’s designated alternate to
attend meetings under certain circumstances, in which case the alter-
nate has full voting rights; providing that a simple majority of board
members constitutes a quorum and that a simple majority of those
members present is necessary for any action to be taken; deleting ob-
solete language; amending s. 343.922, F.S.; revising a provision re-
quiring the authority to present the regional transit development plan
and updates to specified entities; deleting a provision requiring that the
authority coordinate plans and projects with the TBARTA Metropolitan
Planning Organization Chairs Coordinating Committee and participate
in the regional M.P.O. planning process to ensure regional compre-
hension of the authority’s mission, goals, and objectives; deleting a
provision requiring that the authority provide administrative support
and direction to the TBARTA Metropolitan Planning Organization
Chairs Coordinating Committee; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Transportation; Community
Affairs; and Rules.

By Senator Brandes—

SB 424—A bill to be entitled An act relating to autonomous practice
by advanced practice registered nurses; amending s. 464.0123, F.S.;
revising practices an advanced practice registered nurse may engage in
autonomously; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Policy; Banking and
Insurance; and Rules.

By Senator Boyd—

SB 426—A bill to be entitled An act relating to state preemption of
seaport regulations; creating s. 311.25, F.S.; preempting to the state the
regulation of commerce in state seaports; providing exceptions; pro-
viding construction; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Transportation; Community
Affairs; and Rules.

By Senator Polsky—

SB 428—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the sale, transfer, or
storage of firearms; amending s. 790.174, F.S.; redefining the term
“minor”; revising requirements for the safe storage of loaded firearms;
providing criminal penalties if a person fails to properly secure or store
a firearm and a minor gains access to the weapon as a result; amending
s. 790.175, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made by the act;
requiring a seller or transferor of a firearm to provide each purchaser or
transferee with specified information; providing an exception; providing
immunity for certain providers of information; providing criminal pen-
alties; amending s. 784.05, F.S.; revising the standard for adults and
minors to be criminally negligent in the storage of a firearm under
certain circumstances; providing criminal penalties; redefining the term
“minor”; conforming provisions to changes made by the act; amending s.
790.115, F.S.; revising an exception to the prohibition on storing or
leaving a loaded firearm within the reach or easy access of a minor who
obtains it and commits a certain violation; conforming a provision to
changes made by the act; amending s. 921.0022, F.S.; conforming a
cross-reference; reenacting s. 409.175(5)(g), F.S., relating to rules of the
Department of Children and Families requiring the adoption of a form
used by child-placing agencies, to incorporate the amendment made to
s. 790.174, F.S., in a reference thereto; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Criminal Justice;
Appropriations; and Rules.

By Senator Rodriguez—

SB 430—A bill to be entitled An act relating to petroleum fuel mea-
suring devices; amending s. 525.07, F.S.; preempting the regulation of
petroleum fuel measuring devices to the state and the Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services; prohibiting the department from
enforcing certain provisions for violations of rules relating to petroleum
fuel measuring devices; amending s. 525.16, F.S.; exempting depart-
ment petroleum fuel measuring device rules from enforcement under
specified provisions; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Commerce and Tourism;
Transportation; and Rules.

By Senator Perry—

SB 432—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Gardiner Scho-
larship; amending s. 1002.385, F.S.; revising the definition of “curricu-
lum”; revising eligibility requirements for the Gardiner Scholarship
program; deleting provisions relating to final verification documents;
revising authorized uses of program funds; revising the number of
consecutive fiscal years an account must be inactive before the re-
maining funds revert to the state; conforming a provision to changes
made by the act; deleting a requirement pertaining to compliance
statements; authorizing certain students to continue spending scho-
larship funds under certain circumstances; providing that a student’s
account must be closed under certain circumstances; revising an ob-
ligation of scholarship-funding organizations with respect to student
eligibility; conforming a provision to changes made by the act; providing
an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Education; and Appropriations.

By Senator Bracy—

SB 434—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Statewide Council
on Prosecutorial Misconduct; creating s. 16.71, F.S.; defining terms;
creating the Statewide Council on Prosecutorial Misconduct within the
Department of Legal Affairs; stating the purpose of the council; pro-
viding for the council’s membership, organization, support, and duties;
requiring the council to submit an annual report to the Governor, the
Legislature, and the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court; providing an
effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Criminal Justice; and
Rules.

By Senator Bracy—

SB 436—A bill to be entitled An act relating to conviction integrity
review units; creating s. 27.272, F.S.; requiring the state attorney of
each judicial circuit to establish a conviction integrity review unit
within the state attorney’s office and an independent review panel;
specifying membership of the independent review panel; authorizing an
incarcerated person to submit a petition to the state attorney’s office
requesting that a unit review his or her conviction; requiring the state
attorney’s office to determine the form of the petition and the petition’s
contents; specifying the type of convictions which units are authorized
to review; requiring the unit to initiate an investigation if certain con-
ditions are met; requiring the unit to present its findings and re-
commendations to the independent review panel; requiring the unit to
make a final recommendation regarding the petitioner’s conviction to
the state attorney under certain circumstances; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Criminal Justice; and
Appropriations.

By Senator Bracy—

SB 438—A bill to be entitled An act relating to investigations of of-
ficer-involved deaths; creating s. 943.6872, F.S.; defining terms; re-
quiring that each law enforcement agency have a written policy re-
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garding the investigation of officer-involved deaths; providing require-
ments for such policies; authorizing internal investigations under cer-
tain circumstances; authorizing compensation for certain investigations
to be determined in a manner consistent with mutual aid agreements;
requiring certain investigators to provide a complete report to the ap-
propriate state attorney; requiring such investigators to publicly release
the completed report, redacted as required by law, if the state attorney
determines that there is no basis to prosecute the law enforcement of-
ficer involved; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Criminal Justice; and
Appropriations.

By Senator Bracy—

SB 440—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the decennial census;
amending s. 11.031, F.S.; requiring the Legislature to adjust federal
decennial census figures to include prisoners in the geographic areas
where they last resided before incarceration rather than the facility
where they resided at the time of the federal census; creating s. 944.805,
F.S.; requiring the Department of Corrections to provide a report to the
Legislature by a specified date listing certain information relating to
prisoners in state correctional institutions and federal facilities; re-
quiring the Secretary of Corrections to request certain agencies to
provide such information in a report to the department; providing an
effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Ethics and
Elections; and Rules.

By Senator Bracy—

SB 442—A bill to be entitled An act relating to juror service;
amending s. 40.24, F.S.; revising the rate of compensation for jurors;
requiring clerks of the circuit court to provide quarterly estimates re-
garding juror compensation costs to the Justice Administrative Com-
mission; requiring the commission to submit a request for payment to
the Chief Financial Officer upon receipt and endorsement of the clerks’
estimates; amending s. 913.08, F.S.; prohibiting the use of peremptory
challenges to strike prospective jurors in criminal jury trials that
commence on or after a specified date; repealing Rule 3.350, Florida
Rules of Criminal Procedure, relating to peremptory challenges, to
conform to changes made by the act; requesting the Florida Supreme
Court to amend Rule 1.431(d), Florida Rules of Civil Procedure, to
prohibit the use of peremptory challenges in jury selection for civil jury
trials; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Criminal Justice; and
Appropriations.

By Senator Bracy—

SB 444—A bill to be entitled An act relating to public records;
amending s. 119.071, F.S.; providing an exemption from public records
requirements for arrest booking photographs; providing for the release
of arrest booking photographs under specified circumstances; providing
for future legislative review and repeal of the exemption; providing a
statement of public necessity; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Criminal Justice; and
Rules.

By Senator Bracy—

SB 446—A bill to be entitled An act relating to citizen review boards;
creating s. 900.061, F.S.; providing legislative findings and intent; re-
quiring the county commission or other governing body of each county to
establish a citizen review board with the authority and ability to in-
dependently investigate law enforcement agencies within that county;
providing requirements for citizen review boards; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Criminal Justice; and
Rules.

By Senator Bracy—

SB 448—A bill to be entitled An act relating to hate crimes; amending
s. 817.49, F.S.; designating as a hate crime the false reporting of the
commission of a crime by a person in whole or in part because of certain
beliefs or perceptions; providing criminal penalties; authorizing a court
to impose a program or training directed at hate crime prevention and
education; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Criminal Justice; and
Rules.

By Senator Bracy—

SB 450—A bill to be entitled An act relating to citizen review boards;
creating s. 900.06, F.S.; requiring law enforcement agencies that employ
law enforcement officers being investigated for use of force by a citizen
review board to include a member of the citizen review board as part of
the law enforcement agency’s investigative team; creating s. 900.061,
F.S.; providing legislative findings and intent; requiring the county
commission or other governing body of each county to establish a citizen
review board with the authority and ability to independently in-
vestigate law enforcement agencies within that county; providing re-
quirements for citizen review boards; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Criminal Justice; and
Rules.

By Senators Bracy and Book—

SB 452—A bill to be entitled An act relating to law enforcement
officer body and vehicle dash cameras; amending s. 943.1718, F.S.;
providing legislative intent; defining the term “vehicle dash camera”;
requiring every law enforcement agency to mandate that its law en-
forcement officers wear body cameras and use vehicle dash cameras;
requiring law enforcement agencies to establish specified policies and
procedures; deleting a provision relating to applicability; providing a
declaration of important state interest; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Criminal Justice; and
Appropriations.

By Senator Bracy—

SB 454—A bill to be entitled An act relating to law enforcement
agency data reporting; amending s. 900.05, F.S.; requiring each law
enforcement agency to collect and report to the Department of Law
Enforcement specified information on a monthly basis; providing an
effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Criminal Justice; and
Appropriations.

By Senator Bracy—

SB 456—A bill to be entitled An act relating to municipal law en-
forcement agencies; creating s. 166.0491, F.S.; specifying that discus-
sions between the chief executive officer of a municipality or a repre-
sentative thereof and the municipality’s governing body regarding
disciplinary measures for municipal law enforcement officers which are
proposed for inclusion in a collective bargaining agreement are subject
to public meetings requirements; requiring the governing body of a
municipality to solicit comments and input from the general public and
relevant advocacy or special interest groups in the review and devel-
opment of officer disciplinary procedures in collective bargaining
agreements; requiring the governing body of a municipality to ratify
officer disciplinary procedures before their inclusion in a collective
bargaining agreement entered into or renewed on or after a specified
date; providing an effective date.
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—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Criminal Justice; and
Rules.

By Senator Bracy—

SB 458—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the use of force by law
enforcement officers; amending s. 776.05, F.S.; requiring that a court, in
a case involving the use of force by a law enforcement officer in making
an arrest, make a finding regarding the reasonableness of the officer’s
actions; requiring that the court consider certain factors in determining
whether the use of force was justifiable; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Criminal Justice; and
Rules.

By Senator Bracy—

SB 460—A bill to be entitled An act relating to early intervention
systems for law enforcement officers; creating s. 943.6875, F.S.; pro-
viding legislative findings and intent; requiring every law enforcement
agency to create an early intervention system to track and identify
potentially damaging patterns of behavior by law enforcement officers;
providing risk indicators; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Criminal Justice; and
Appropriations.

By Senator Bracy—

SB 462—A bill to be entitled An act relating to law enforcement
officer use of force deaths; creating s. 900.07, F.S.; requiring the state
attorney of a judicial circuit in which a law enforcement officer use of
force death occurs to request that a state attorney from another judicial
circuit review the case and make a certain written and detailed re-
commendation; requiring a state attorney who receives such a request
to provide a specified notice to the requesting state attorney within a
certain timeframe; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Criminal Justice; and
Rules.

By Senator Bracy—

SB 464—A bill to be entitled An act relating to officer training for
initial certification; creating s. 943.1714, F.S.; requiring the Criminal
Justice Standards and Training Commission to establish and maintain
standards for instruction of officers in the subjects of implicit bias and
deescalation of conflict to minimize violence; requiring every basic skills
course required for officers to obtain initial certification to include such
training; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Criminal Justice; and
Appropriations.

By Senator Bracy—

SB 466—A bill to be entitled An act relating to reemployment as-
sistance; amending s. 443.111, F.S.; increasing the maximum weekly
and yearly benefit amounts for reemployment assistance; increasing the
duration of such benefits; reenacting ss. 443.041 and 443.1116, F.S.,
relating to attorney fees and short-time compensation, respectively, to
incorporate the amendments made to s. 443.111, F.S., in a reference
thereto; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Commerce and Tourism; Gov-
ernmental Oversight and Accountability; and Appropriations.

By Senator Bracy—

SB 468—A bill to be entitled An act relating to expunction of criminal
history records relating to certain cannabis offenses; creating s.
943.0586, F.S.; defining terms; authorizing certain courts to order

criminal justice agencies to expunge the criminal history record of an
individual with a qualified cannabis offense upon such individual filing
a petition for expunction; authorizing an individual to petition for ex-
punction of such criminal history records at any time; specifying peti-
tion requirements; requiring a court, upon receipt of a petition, to serve
the appropriate state attorney and the arresting agency with a copy of
the petition; providing requirements if the state attorney or the ar-
resting agency object to the court granting the petition; requiring the
court to grant the petition if no objection is filed; imposing duties on the
clerk of the court and the arresting agency if a court grants such a
petition; providing construction; requiring that a criminal justice
agency that has custody of any criminal history record ordered ex-
punged physically destroy or obliterate the record; providing for the
effect of expunged criminal history records; prohibiting a court or
criminal justice agency from charging the petitioner fees in connection
with the petition; providing a statement regarding certain references
and the doctrine of incorporation by reference; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Criminal Justice; and
Appropriations.

By Senator Bracy—

SB 470—A bill to be entitled An act relating to public records;
amending s. 943.0586, F.S.; providing an exemption from public records
requirements for specified expunged criminal history records; providing
for future legislative review and repeal of the exemption; providing a
statement of public necessity; providing a contingent effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Criminal Justice; and
Appropriations.

By Senators Bracy, Stewart, and Berman—

SB 472—A bill to be entitled An act relating to gain-time; amending
s. 921.002, F.S.; revising a principle of the Criminal Punishment Code
relating to a prisoner’s required minimum term of imprisonment;
amending s. 944.275, F.S.; revising the incentive gain-time that the
Department of Corrections may grant a prisoner; providing exceptions;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Criminal Justice; and
Appropriations.

By Senator Bracy—

SB 474—A bill to be entitled An act relating to prosecuting children
as adults; amending s. 985.556, F.S.; increasing the age of a child at
which a state attorney may, or is required to, request a court to transfer
the child to adult court for criminal prosecution; amending s. 985.557,
F.S.; increasing the age of a child at which a state attorney may file an
information against the child for criminal prosecution as an adult;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Criminal Justice; and
Rules.

By Senators Bracy and Stewart—

SB 476—A bill to be entitled An act relating to prohibited dis-
crimination; providing a short title; amending s. 420.516, F.S.; provid-
ing that it is unlawful for sponsors under the Florida Housing Finance
Corporation Act to discriminate against any person or family because of
traits historically associated with race; amending s. 760.02, F.S.; de-
fining the terms “protective hairstyle” and “race”; amending s. 1000.21,
F.S.; defining the terms “protective hairstyle” and “race”; reenacting s.
420.5087(6)(i), F.S., relating to the State Apartment Incentive Loan
Program, to incorporate the amendment made to s. 420.516, F.S., in a
reference thereto; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Community Affairs; Judiciary;
and Rules.
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By Senator Bracy—

SB 478—A bill to be entitled An act relating to murder; amending s.
782.04, F.S.; revising the elements that constitute murder in the first
degree and murder in the second degree; revising the elements that
constitute felony murder, for murder in the second degree; deleting
provisions relating to felony murder, for murder in the third degree;
creating s. 782.041, F.S.; authorizing a person convicted under certain
murder provisions to file a petition with the sentencing court to have his
or her murder conviction vacated or to be resentenced, as applicable, on
or after a specified date; amending ss. 27.401, 394.912, 775.0823,
782.065, 921.0022, 944.275, 947.146, and 948.012, F.S.; conforming
provisions to changes made by the act; amending s. 921.0024, F.S.;
conforming cross-references; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Criminal Justice; and
Appropriations.

By Senator Bracy—

SB 480—A bill to be entitled An act relating to a statewide police
misconduct registry; creating s. 943.6872, F.S.; defining the term “dis-
criminatory profiling”; requiring the Department of Law Enforcement
to establish by a certain date and maintain a statewide police mis-
conduct registry; specifying information that the registry must contain
on all state and local law enforcement officers; requiring the head of
each state and local law enforcement agency to periodically submit
specified information to the department beginning on a specified date;
requiring the department to publish the information on its website by a
specified date; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Criminal Justice; and
Appropriations.

By Senators Bracy and Brandes—

SB 482—A bill to be entitled An act relating to criminal sentencing;
amending s. 775.082, F.S.; increasing the number of sentence points
below which the court is required to impose a nonstate prison sanction
under certain circumstances; amending s. 921.002, F.S.; providing that
a sentencing judge’s decision regarding sentencing is guided by the
computed recommended sentencing range, from the lowest permissible
sentence to the highest recommended prison sentence; requiring a trial
court judge to explain departures above the highest recommended
prison sentence established by the Criminal Punishment Code and to
specify his or her reasons for imposing the higher sentence; deleting a
limitation on sentence appeals to cases in which the sentence imposed is
lower than the lowest permissible sentence or sentence appeals under
other specified circumstances; amending s. 921.0024, F.S.; increasing
the minimum number of sentence points for a state prison sanction;
revising the calculation of the lowest permissible sentence; requiring a
calculation of the highest recommended prison sentence; providing a
recommended range for sentencing; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Criminal Justice; and
Appropriations.

By Senator Burgess—

SB 484—A bill to be entitled An act relating to combating public
disorder; amending s. 166.241, F.S.; authorizing a resident of a muni-
cipality to file an appeal to the Administration Commission if the gov-
erning body of the municipality makes a specified reduction to the op-
erating budget of a municipal law enforcement agency; requiring the
petition to contain specified information; requiring the Executive Office
of the Governor to conduct a budget hearing considering the matter and
make findings and recommendations to the Administration Commis-
sion; requiring the commission to approve, amend, or modify the mu-
nicipality’s budget; amending s. 316.2045, F.S.; revising the prohibition
on obstructing traffic by standing on the street, highway, or road; de-
leting provisions concerning charitable solicitations; amending s.
768.28, F.S.; creating a cause of action against a municipality for ob-
structing or interfering with reasonable law enforcement protection
during a riot or an unlawful assembly; waiving sovereign immunity for
a municipality in specified circumstances; amending s. 784.011, F.S.;

reclassifying the penalty for an assault committed in furtherance of a
riot or an aggravated riot; amending s. 784.021, F.S.; increasing the
offense severity ranking of an aggravated assault for the purposes of the
Criminal Punishment Code if committed in furtherance of a riot or an
aggravated riot; amending s. 784.03, F.S.; reclassifying the penalty for a
battery committed in furtherance of a riot or an aggravated riot;
amending s. 784.045, F.S.; increasing the offense severity ranking of an
aggravated battery for the purposes of the Criminal Punishment Code if
committed in furtherance of a riot or an aggravated riot; creating s.
784.0495, F.S.; prohibiting specified assemblies from using or threa-
tening the use of force against another person to do any act or assume or
abandon a particular viewpoint; providing a penalty; requiring a person
arrested for a violation to be held in custody until first appearance;
amending s. 784.07, F.S.; requiring a minimum term of imprisonment
for a person convicted of battery on a law enforcement officer committed
in furtherance of a riot or an aggravated riot; increasing the offense
severity ranking of an assault or battery against specified first re-
sponders for the purposes of the Criminal Punishment Code if com-
mitted in furtherance of a riot or an aggravated riot; amending s.
806.13, F.S.; prohibiting defacing, injuring, or damaging a memorial;
providing a penalty; requiring a court to order restitution for such a
violation; creating s. 806.135, F.S.; providing a definition; prohibiting a
person from destroying or demolishing a memorial; providing a penalty;
requiring a court to order restitution for such a violation; amending s.
810.02, F.S.; reclassifying specified burglary offenses committed during
a riot or an aggravated riot and facilitated by conditions arising from
the riot; providing a definition; requiring a person arrested for such a
violation to be held in custody until first appearance; amending s.
812.014, F.S.; reclassifying specified theft offenses committed during a
riot or an aggravated riot and facilitated by conditions arising from the
riot; providing a definition; requiring a person arrested for such a vio-
lation to be held in custody until first appearance; creating s. 836.115,
F.S.; providing definitions; prohibiting cyberintimidation by publica-
tion; providing criminal penalties; amending s. 870.01, F.S.; prohibiting
a person from fighting in a public place; prohibiting specified assemblies
from engaging in disorderly and violent conduct resulting in specified
damage or injury; providing an increased penalty for rioting under
specified circumstances; prohibiting a person from inciting or encour-
aging a riot; providing an increased penalty for inciting or encouraging
a riot under specified circumstances; providing definitions; requiring a
person arrested for such a violation to be held in custody until first
appearance; providing an exception; amending s. 870.02, F.S.; requiring
a person arrested for an unlawful assembly to be held in custody until
first appearance; amending s. 870.03, F.S.; requiring a person arrested
for a riot or rout to be held in custody until first appearance; creating s.
870.07, F.S.; creating an affirmative defense to a civil action where the
plaintiff participated in a riot or unlawful assembly; amending s.
872.02, F.S.; increasing the offense severity ranking of specified offenses
involving graves and tombs for the purposes of the Criminal Punish-
ment Code if committed in furtherance of a riot or an aggravated riot;
amending s. 921.0022, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made by
the act; ranking offenses created by the act on the offense severity
ranking chart; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on Criminal and Civil Justice; and Appropriations.

By Senator Bradley—

SB 486—A bill to be entitled An act relating to juvenile justice edu-
cation programs; amending s. 1003.01, F.S.; redefining the term “juve-
nile justice education programs or schools”; amending s. 1003.51, F.S.;
increasing the percentage of certain funds that must be spent on spec-
ified costs; clarifying that Department of Juvenile Justice education
programs are entitled to certain funds; requiring such funds to be spent
in a certain manner; amending 1003.52, F.S.; requiring that contracts
between district school boards and juvenile justice education programs
be in writing; requiring that district school boards provide proposed
contracts to juvenile justice education programs by a specified date;
providing a timeframe within which district school boards and juvenile
justice education programs must negotiate and execute their contracts;
authorizing an extension of time; requiring the Department of Educa-
tion to provide mediation services for certain disputes; requiring district
school boards satisfy certain invoices within a specified timeframe; re-
quiring district school boards that fail to timely issue a warrant for
payment to also pay interest at a specified rate to the juvenile justice
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education program; prohibiting school boards from delaying certain
payments pending receipt of local funds; conforming a cross-reference;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Education; and Appropriations.

By Senator Perry—

SB 488—A bill to be entitled An act relating to product evaluation;
amending s. 553.842, F.S.; requiring the Florida Building Commission
to approve a specified evaluation entity; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Community Affairs; Regulated
Industries; and Rules.

By Senators Bracy and Stewart—

SB 490—A bill to be entitled An act relating to Juneteenth Day;
amending s. 110.117, F.S.; designating Juneteenth Day as a paid holi-
day for employees of all branches and agencies of state government;
amending ss. 627.062, 627.0651, and 627.410, F.S.; conforming cross-
references to changes made by the act; amending s. 683.01, F.S.; des-
ignating Juneteenth Day as a legal holiday; repealing s. 683.21, F.S.,
relating to Juneteenth Day; deleting provisions designating Juneteenth
Day as a special observance, to conform to changes made by the act;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Governmental Oversight and
Accountability; Appropriations; and Rules.

By Senator Rouson—

SB 492—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Council on the
Discretionary Imposition of Criminal Justice and Traffic Fines and
Fees; creating s. 16.6171, F.S.; establishing the council adjunct to the
Department of Legal Affairs; requiring the department to provide ad-
ministrative support to the council; specifying application of law gov-
erning advisory bodies; prescribing the composition of the council;
providing duties of the council; providing for future repeal; providing an
effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Appropriations Sub-
committee on Criminal and Civil Justice; and Appropriations.

By Senator Burgess—

SB 494—A bill to be entitled An act relating to administration of
vaccines; amending s. 465.189, F.S.; revising the specified vaccines that
certain pharmacists and registered interns under certain supervision
may administer to adults; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Policy; and Rules.

By Senator Perry—

SB 496—A bill to be entitled An act relating to growth management;
amending s. 163.3167, F.S.; specifying requirements for certain com-
prehensive plans effective, rather than adopted, after a specified date
and for associated land development regulations; amending s. 163.3177,
F.S.; requiring local governments to include a property rights element
in their comprehensive plans; providing a statement of rights which a
local government may use; requiring a local government to adopt a
property rights element by a specified date; prohibiting a local gov-
ernment’s property rights element from conflicting with the statement
of rights contained in the act; amending s. 163.3237, F.S.; providing that
the consent of certain property owners is not required for development
agreement changes under certain circumstances; providing an excep-
tion; amending s. 337.25, F.S.; requiring the Department of Transpor-
tation to afford a right of first refusal to certain individuals under
specified circumstances; providing requirements and procedures for the
right of first refusal; amending s. 380.06, F.S.; authorizing certain de-
velopments of regional impact agreements to be amended under certain

circumstances; providing retroactive applicability; providing a declara-
tion of important state interest; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Community Affairs; Judiciary;
and Rules.

By Senators Gruters, Brandes, Hutson, Baxley, Rodriguez, Ro-
drigues, Broxson, and Albritton—

SB 498—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the safety of religious
institutions; amending s. 790.06, F.S.; authorizing, for specified pur-
poses, a concealed weapons or firearms licensee to carry a firearm on
certain property of a church, a synagogue, or any other religious in-
stitution; providing an exception; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Criminal Justice; and
Rules.

By Senators Gibson, Stewart, and Brandes—

SCR 500—A concurrent resolution ratifying the proposed amend-
ment to the Constitution of the United States relating to equal rights for
men and women.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Commerce and
Tourism; and Rules.

By Senator Rodriguez—

SR 502—A resolution recognizing the relationship and shared in-
terests between the United States and Taiwan and expressing support
for future opportunities of international trade developments with Tai-
wan.

—was referred to the Committees on Commerce and Tourism; and
Rules.

By Senators Polsky and Taddeo—

SB 504—A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Robert Earl
DuBoise; providing an appropriation to compensate him for being
wrongfully incarcerated for almost 37 years; directing the Chief Fi-
nancial Officer to draw a warrant payable directly to Mr. DuBoise;
providing for the waiver of certain tuition and fees for Mr. DuBoise;
requiring the Chief Financial Officer to pay the directed funds without
requiring that Mr. DuBoise sign a liability release; declaring that the
Legislature does not waive certain defenses or increase the state’s limits
of liability with respect to this act; prohibiting funds awarded under this
act to Mr. DuBoise from being used or paid for attorney or lobbying fees;
prohibiting Mr. DuBoise from submitting a compensation application
under certain provisions upon his receipt of payment under the act;
requiring specific reimbursement to the state should a civil award be
issued subsequent to Mr. DuBoise’s receipt of payment under the act;
requiring Mr. DuBoise to notify the Department of Legal Affairs upon
filing certain civil actions; requiring the department to file a specified
notice under certain circumstances; providing that certain benefits are
vacated upon specified findings; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Special Master on Claim Bills; and the Com-
mittees on Judiciary; Appropriations Subcommittee on Criminal and
Civil Justice; and Appropriations.

By Senator Garcia—

SB 506—A bill to be entitled An act relating to transparency in
government spending; amending s. 215.985, F.S.; requiring that a
website maintained by the Department of Management Services in-
clude specified data on salary and benefits of executives, managerial
personnel, and board members of certain organizations or entities re-
ceiving state funds, by a specified date; requiring such organizations
and entities to provide salary and benefit data to the department on an
annual basis; requiring any such organization or entity to post salary
and benefit data on the organization’s or entity’s own website; providing
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for the withholding of funds for noncompliance; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Governmental Oversight and
Accountability; Appropriations; and Rules.

By Senator Brandes—

SB 508—A bill to be entitled An act relating to apprenticeship and
preapprenticeship programs; amending s. 446.011, F.S.; revising legis-
lative intent; amending s. 446.032, F.S.; revising the requirements for
the Department of Education’s annual report on apprenticeship and
preapprenticeship programs; amending s. 446.041, F.S.; revising and
providing additional duties for the department relating to apprentice-
ship programs; specifying that apprenticeship program sponsors who
meet certain conditions are eligible to receive direct reimbursements
from the department for apprenticeship programs; amending s. 446.045,
F.S.; revising the membership of the State Apprenticeship Advisory
Council; amending s. 1002.20, F.S.; expanding the rights of parents of
public school students to include rights relating to workforce education
opportunities; requiring that parents of public school students be in-
formed of certain workforce education opportunities and the costs and
benefits of postsecondary workforce education; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Education; and Appropriations.

By Senators Hooper, Polsky, Torres, Cruz, Stewart, Berman, Harrell,
Taddeo, and Rouson—

SB 510—A bill to be entitled An act relating to state funds; amending
s. 215.32, F.S.; exempting the State Housing Trust Fund and the Local
Government Housing Trust Fund from a provision authorizing the
Legislature, in the General Appropriations Act, to transfer un-
appropriated cash balances from specified trust funds to the Budget
Stabilization Fund and the General Revenue Fund; providing an ef-
fective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Community Affairs; Finance
and Tax; and Appropriations.

By Senator Burgess—

SB 512—A bill to be entitled An act relating to public records;
amending s. 655.057, F.S.; providing an exemption from public records
requirements for certain information received by the Office of Financial
Regulation pursuant to an application for a de novo banking charter;
providing for future legislative review and repeal of the exemption;
providing a statement of public necessity; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Banking and Insurance; Gov-
ernmental Oversight and Accountability; and Rules.

By Senators Rodrigues and Garcia—

SB 514—A bill to be entitled An act relating to resiliency; creating s.
14.2031, F.S.; establishing the Statewide Office of Resiliency within the
Executive Office of the Governor; providing for appointment of the Chief
Resilience Officer by the Governor; creating the Statewide Sea-Level
Rise Task Force adjunct to the office; specifying the purpose of the task
force; providing for the membership of the task force; providing time-
frames for initial appointments and the task force’s initial meeting;
specifying duties of the task force; authorizing the Department of En-
vironmental Protection to contract for specified services, upon request of
the task force; requiring the Department of Environmental Protection
to serve as the task force’s contract administrator and to provide ad-
ministrative support; authorizing the designation of technical advisory
groups for specified purposes; prescribing reporting requirements; re-
quiring the Environmental Regulation Commission to take certain ac-
tion on the task force’s recommendations; specifying the function of the
consensus baseline projections; providing for future repeal of the task
force; providing an appropriation; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Environment and Natural Re-
sources; Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture, Environment,
and General Government; and Appropriations.

By Senator Rodriguez—

SB 516—A bill to be entitled An act relating to taxation of property
used for agriculture purposes; amending s. 193.461, F.S.; specifying the
methodology for the assessment of structures and equipment used in
aquaculture; allowing a property owner to request removal of its agri-
culture classification if the tax assessed based on such methodology
exceeds the tax assessed based on the value of the structures and
equipment; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Agriculture; Finance and Tax;
and Appropriations.

By Senator Diaz—

SB 518—A bill to be entitled An act relating to drones; amending s.
934.50, F.S.; expanding the authorized uses of drones by a state agency
or political subdivision to include the assessment of damage due to
natural disasters; reenacting s. 330.41(4)(c), F.S., relating to unmanned
aircraft systems, to incorporate the amendment made to s. 934.50, F.S.,
in a reference thereto; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Military and Veterans Affairs,
Space, and Domestic Security; Community Affairs; and Rules.

By Senator Burgess—

SB 520—A bill to be entitled An act relating to social media websites;
creating s. 364.401, F.S.; defining the term “social media website”; re-
quiring social media websites to provide individual and business users
of the site with notice within a specified timeframe that the website has
suspended or disabled the user’s account; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Commerce and
Tourism; and Rules.

By Senator Diaz—

SB 522—A bill to be entitled An act relating to vacation rentals;
amending s. 509.013, F.S.; defining the term “advertising platform”;
amending s. 509.032, F.S.; preempting the regulation of vacation ren-
tals to the state; prohibiting a local law, ordinance, or regulation from
allowing or requiring inspections or licensing of public lodging estab-
lishments, including vacation rentals, or public food service establish-
ments; authorizing a local law, ordinance, or regulation to regulate
certain activities under certain circumstances; providing an exemption;
expanding an exemption to allow certain ordinances adopted on or be-
fore a certain date to be amended to be less restrictive; preempting the
regulation of advertising platforms to the state; amending s. 509.241,
F.S.; requiring licenses issued by the Division of Hotels and Restau-
rants of the Department of Business and Professional Regulation to be
displayed conspicuously to the public inside the licensed establishment;
requiring the owner or operator of certain vacation rentals to also dis-
play its vacation rental license number and applicable tax account
numbers; creating s. 509.243, F.S.; requiring advertising platforms to
require that persons placing advertisements for vacation rentals in-
clude certain information in the advertisements; requiring advertising
platforms to display and verify such information; requiring the division
to maintain certain information in a readily accessible electronic for-
mat; requiring advertising platforms to quarterly provide the division
with certain information regarding vacation rentals in this state listed
on the platforms; requiring advertising platforms to remove an adver-
tisement or a listing under certain conditions and within a specified
timeframe; requiring advertising platforms to collect and remit taxes
imposed under chs. 125 and 212, F.S., for certain transactions; au-
thorizing the Department of Revenue to adopt rules; authorizing the
division to issue and deliver a notice to cease and desist for certain
violations; providing that such notice does not constitute agency action
for which certain hearings may be sought; authorizing the division to
file certain proceedings and to seek certain remedies for the purpose of
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enforcing a cease and desist notice; authorizing the collection of attor-
ney fees and costs under certain circumstances; requiring advertising
platforms to adopt an antidiscrimination plan and to inform their users
of the policy’s provisions; providing applicability; providing effective
dates.

—was referred to the Committees on Regulated Industries; Com-
merce and Tourism; and Rules.

By Senator Hooper—

SB 524—A bill to be entitled An act relating to Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission trust funds; amending s. 379.205, F.S.; re-
vising the sources of funds that may be used for specified purposes for
the Florida Panther Research and Management Trust Fund; authoriz-
ing the funds to be used for commission administrative costs; amending
ss. 379.208 and 379.209, F.S.; authorizing the commission to invest and
reinvest funds and the interest thereof of the Marine Resources Con-
servation Trust Fund and the Nongame Wildlife Trust Fund, respec-
tively; amending s. 379.211, F.S.; authorizing the commission to invest
and reinvest funds and the interest thereof of the State Game Trust
Fund; deleting a provision limiting the use of such funds; amending s.
379.213, F.S.; authorizing the commission to invest and reinvest funds
and the interest thereof of the Save the Manatee Trust Fund; amending
s. 320.08058, F.S.; revising the authorized uses for funds of the Save the
Manatee Trust Fund collected from sales of the manatee license plates
to include administrative costs; revising the use of such funds for the
marketing of the license plates; amending s. 379.214, F.S.; authorizing
the commission to invest and reinvest the funds and the interest thereof
of the Invasive Plant Control Trust Fund; authorizing such funds to be
used for commission administrative costs; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Environment and Natural Re-
sources; Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture, Environment,
and General Government; and Appropriations.

By Senator Harrell—

SB 526—A bill to be entitled An act relating to animal cremation;
creating s. 501.961, F.S.; providing a short title; defining terms; re-
quiring a provider of companion animal cremation services to provide
certain individuals and entities with a written description of the ser-
vices that the provider offers; requiring the written description to in-
clude a detailed explanation of each service offered; providing that the
written description may not contain false or misleading information;
requiring certain entities that make referrals to providers or accept
deceased companion animals for cremation through a provider to make
the provider’s written description of services available to owners or
their representatives; requiring certain providers to include a certifi-
cation with the returned animal’s cremation remains; providing re-
quirements for the certification; providing that certain acts are un-
lawful; providing civil penalties for initial and subsequent offenses;
providing circumstances under which a person commits an unfair or
deceptive act or practice or engages in an unfair method of competition
in violation of certain provisions; providing for a private right of action;
providing powers of the Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services; requiring that certain fines collected by the department be
paid into the General Inspection Trust Fund; authorizing the depart-
ment to adopt rules; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Agriculture; Judiciary; and
Appropriations.

By Senator Harrell—

SB 528—A bill to be entitled An act relating to health insurance prior
authorization; amending s. 627.4239, F.S.; defining the terms “asso-
ciated condition” and “health care provider”; prohibiting health main-
tenance organizations from excluding coverage for certain cancer
treatment drugs; prohibiting health insurers and health maintenance
organizations from requiring, before providing prescription drug cov-
erage for the treatment of stage 4 metastatic cancer and associated
conditions, that treatment has failed with a different drug; providing
applicability; prohibiting insurers and health maintenance organiza-
tions from excluding coverage for certain drugs on certain grounds;

revising construction; amending s. 627.42392, F.S.; revising the defi-
nition of the term “health insurer”; defining the term “urgent care si-
tuation”; specifying a requirement for the prior authorization form
adopted by the Financial Services Commission by rule; authorizing the
commission to adopt certain rules; specifying requirements for, and
restrictions on, health insurers and pharmacy benefits managers re-
lating to prior authorization information, requirements, restrictions,
and changes; providing applicability; specifying timeframes in which
prior authorization requests must be authorized or denied and the pa-
tient and the patient’s provider must be notified; amending s.
627.42393, F.S.; defining terms; requiring health insurers to provide
and disclose procedures for insureds to request exceptions to step-
therapy protocols; specifying requirements for such procedures and
disclosures; requiring health insurers to authorize or deny protocol
exception requests and respond to certain appeals within specified
timeframes; specifying required information in authorizations and de-
nials of such requests; requiring health insurers to grant a protocol
exception request under specified circumstances; authorizing health
insurers to request certain documentation; conforming provisions to
changes made by the act; amending s. 627.6131, F.S.; prohibiting health
insurers, under certain circumstances, from retroactively denying a
claim at any time because of insured ineligibility; prohibiting health
insurers from imposing an additional prior authorization requirement
with respect to certain surgical or invasive procedures or certain items;
amending s. 641.31, F.S.; defining terms; requiring health maintenance
organizations to provide and disclose procedures for subscribers to re-
quest exceptions to step-therapy protocols; specifying requirements for
such procedures and disclosures; requiring health maintenance orga-
nizations to authorize or deny protocol exception requests and respond
to certain appeals within specified timeframes; specifying required in-
formation in authorizations and denials of such requests; requiring
health maintenance organizations to grant a protocol exception request
under specified circumstances; authorizing health maintenance orga-
nizations to request certain documentation; conforming provisions to
changes made by the act; amending s. 641.3155, F.S.; prohibiting health
maintenance organizations, under certain circumstances, from retro-
actively denying a claim at any time because of subscriber ineligibility;
amending s. 641.3156, F.S.; prohibiting health maintenance organiza-
tions from imposing an additional prior authorization requirement with
respect to certain surgical or invasive procedures or certain items;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Banking and Insurance; Health
Policy; and Appropriations.

By Senator Perry—

SB 530—A bill to be entitled An act relating to nonopioid alter-
natives; amending s. 456.44, F.S.; authorizing certain health care
practitioners to provide a specified educational pamphlet to patients in
an electronic format; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Policy; and Rules.

By Senator Burgess—

SB 532—A bill to be entitled An act relating to workforce education;
amending s. 1011.80, F.S.; revising the workforce education programs
that school district career centers are authorized to conduct; providing
an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education; Health Policy; and
Rules.

By Senator Gibson—

SB 534—A bill to be entitled An act relating to insurance represen-
tative examination requirements; amending s. 626.221, F.S.; exempting
certain applicants for licensure as an all-lines adjuster from a required
examination; reenacting s. 626.8734, F.S., relating to nonresident all-
lines adjuster license qualifications, to incorporate the amendment
made to s. 626.221, F.S., in a reference thereto; providing an effective
date.

72 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE March 2, 2021



—was referred to the Committees on Banking and Insurance; Ju-
diciary; and Rules.

By Senator Rouson—

SB 536—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the procurement of
human organs and tissue; amending s. 765.542, F.S.; prohibiting for-
profit eye banks from procuring certain human organs and tissue for
specified purposes; provides applicability; amending s. 873.01, F.S.;
prohibiting for-profit eye banks from procuring certain human organs
and tissue for specified purposes; provides applicability; providing an
effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Policy; Criminal Justice;
and Rules.

By Senators Polsky and Cruz—

SB 538—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the use of epinephrine
auto-injectors on public K-20 campuses; amending s. 381.88, F.S.; pro-
viding that state universities and Florida College System institutions
are considered authorized entities for specified purposes relating to the
emergency use of epinephrine auto-injectors; amending s. 1002.20, F.S.;
requiring, rather than authorizing, public schools to purchase or ac-
quire a supply of epinephrine auto-injectors for specified purposes; re-
quiring such epinephrine auto-injectors be maintained in a specified
location; defining the term “cafeteria”; creating s. 1004.0963, F.S.; re-
quiring state universities and Florida College System institutions to
purchase or acquire a supply of epinephrine auto-injectors for specified
purposes; providing requirements for such supplies of epinephrine auto-
injectors; defining the term “cafeteria”; requiring state universities and
Florida College System institutions to develop specified protocols; pro-
viding requirements for such protocols; providing liability for the use of
such epinephrine auto-injectors; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education; Health Policy; and
Appropriations.

By Senator Farmer—

SJR 540—A joint resolution proposing the creation of Section 22 in
Article III and a new section in Article XII of the State Constitution to
require a supermajority of each house to approve a general law pre-
empting a subject of legislation to the state.

—was referred to the Committees on Community Affairs; Judiciary;
and Rules.

By Senator Farmer—

SB 542—A bill to be entitled An act relating to inmate confinement;
creating s. 944.175, F.S.; defining terms; prohibiting the use of solitary
confinement; prohibiting the use of restrictive confinement for non-
compliance, punishment, harassment, or retaliation for an inmate’s
conduct; authorizing an inmate to be placed in restrictive confinement
only if certain conditions are met; providing restrictions and require-
ments for such confinement; prohibiting specified inmates from being
placed in restrictive confinement; prohibiting youths, young adults, and
inmates who have specified medical needs from being placed in re-
strictive confinement except under specified circumstances; requiring
facilities to keep certain records regarding restrictive confinement; re-
quiring the warden of the facility to review such records monthly; re-
quiring the Department of Corrections to provide a specified report to
the Department of Law Enforcement; providing that an inmate is en-
titled to a review of his or her placement in restrictive confinement
within a specified timeframe by a specified review committee; amending
s. 944.09, F.S.; requiring the department to adopt certain rules;
amending s. 951.23, F.S.; requiring sheriffs and chief correctional offi-
cers to adopt model standards relating to confinement; amending s.
985.601, F.S.; requiring the Department of Juvenile Justice to adopt
rules relating to restrictive confinement; reenacting s. 944.279(1), F.S.,
relating to disciplinary procedures applicable to a prisoner for filing
frivolous or malicious actions or for bringing false information before a

court, to incorporate the amendment made to s. 944.09, F.S., in a ref-
erence thereto; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Policy; Criminal Justice;
and Appropriations.

By Senator Thurston—

SB 544—A bill to be entitled An act relating to judicial nominating
commissions; amending s. 43.291, F.S.; revising the composition of ju-
dicial nominating commissions; establishing additional restrictions re-
garding commission members; terminating the terms of commission
members as of a specified date; providing for initial appointments and
staggered terms for the reconstituted commissions; prohibiting a com-
mission member from serving more than two full terms; providing an
exception; requiring appointing authorities to consider certain attri-
butes in making appointments to ensure diversity; requiring appointing
authorities to collect and release certain demographic data regarding
commission members and applicants for commission membership; re-
quiring that such demographic data be collected through anonymous
surveys and released in the statistical aggregate; specifying circum-
stances under which a commission member may not vote on a matter
and must disclose a conflict; requiring a commission member to com-
plete an educational course after his or her appointment within a cer-
tain time; prescribing minimum requirements for the course; providing
an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Ethics and Elections;
and Rules.

By Senators Farmer and Stewart—

SB 546—A bill to be entitled An act relating to well stimulation;
providing a short title; amending s. 377.19, F.S.; defining the term
“extreme well stimulation”; creating s. 377.2405, F.S.; prohibiting per-
sons from engaging in extreme well stimulation; prohibiting the De-
partment of Environmental Protection from issuing permits that au-
thorize extreme well stimulation; prohibiting the department from
authorizing certain permitholders to engage in extreme well stimula-
tion on or after a specified date; imposing a specified fine for violations;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Environment and Natural Re-
sources; Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture, Environment,
and General Government; and Appropriations.

By Senator Farmer—

SB 548—A bill to be entitled An act relating to correctional privati-
zation; transferring the duties of the Department of Management Ser-
vices concerning private correctional facilities to the Department of
Corrections; amending ss. 287.042, 945.215, 957.04, 957.06, 957.07,
957.08, 957.14, 957.15, and 957.16, F.S.; conforming provisions to
changes made by the act; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on Criminal and Civil Justice; and Appropriations.

By Senator Thurston—

SB 550—A bill to be entitled An act relating to youth in confinement;
creating s. 945.425, F.S.; defining terms; prohibiting a youth from being
placed in disciplinary confinement; authorizing a youth to be placed in
emergency confinement if certain conditions are met; requiring facility
staff to document such placement; requiring that, within a specified
timeframe and at specified intervals, a mental health clinician conduct
certain evaluations of a youth who is in emergency confinement; lim-
iting the allowable length of time for emergency confinement; requiring
specific treatment for a youth who is in emergency confinement; pro-
hibiting the use of emergency confinement for certain purposes; au-
thorizing a youth to be placed in medical confinement under certain
circumstances; limiting the allowable length of time for medical con-
finement; requiring facility staff to document such confinement; re-
quiring that, within a specified timeframe and at specified intervals, a

March 2, 2021 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE 73



medical professional conduct certain evaluations of a youth who is in
medical confinement; prohibiting the use of medical confinement for
certain purposes; requiring the Department of Corrections to review its
policies and procedures relating to youth in confinement; requiring the
department to certify compliance in a report to the Governor and the
Legislature by a specified date; requiring the department to adopt po-
licies and procedures; providing applicability; amending s. 951.23, F.S.;
requiring sheriffs and chief correctional officers to adopt model stan-
dards relating to youth; amending s. 944.09, F.S.; authorizing the De-
partment of Corrections to adopt rules; reenacting s. 944.279(1), F.S.,
relating to disciplinary procedures applicable to a prisoner for filing
frivolous or malicious actions or bringing false information before a
court, to incorporate the amendment made to s. 944.09, F.S., in a ref-
erence thereto; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Policy; Criminal Justice;
and Appropriations.

By Senator Thurston—

SB 552—A bill to be entitled An act relating to assault or battery on
courtroom personnel; creating s. 784.079, F.S.; defining the term
“courtroom personnel”; prohibiting an assault or a battery on specified
courtroom personnel; providing criminal penalties; providing an effec-
tive date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on Criminal and Civil Justice; and Appropriations.

By Senator Thurston—

SB 554—A bill to be entitled An act relating to human trafficking
education in schools; amending s. 1003.42, F.S.; revising the required
health education in public schools to include information regarding the
dangers and signs of human trafficking; specifying the minimum re-
quirements of the human trafficking education portion of the compre-
hensive health education curriculum; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education; Children, Families,
and Elder Affairs; and Appropriations.

By Senators Thurston, Torres, and Ausley—

SB 556—A bill to be entitled An act relating to eligibility for medical
assistance and related services; amending s. 409.904, F.S.; extending
Medicaid eligibility to specified adults; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Policy; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Health and Human Services; and Appropriations.

By Senators Polsky, Gibson, Torres, and Stewart—

SB 558—A bill to be entitled An act relating to marriages between
persons of the same sex; repealing s. 741.212, F.S., relating to marriages
between persons of the same sex; removing a prohibition on the re-
cognition of same-sex marriages entered into in any jurisdiction; re-
moving a prohibition on the state and its agencies and subdivisions from
giving effect to a public act, record, or judicial proceeding of any jur-
isdiction respecting a same-sex marriage or relationship or a claim
arising from such marriage or relationship; removing the definition of
the term “marriage”; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Community Affairs;
and Rules.

By Senator Farmer—

SB 560—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the prohibited re-
cordkeeping relating to firearms or firearm owners; repealing s.
790.335, F.S., relating to the prohibition of registration of firearms and
the treatment of certain electronic records; repealing s. 790.336, F.S.,
relating to lists, records, or registries required to be destroyed;

amending ss. 409.175 and 790.0625, F.S.; conforming provisions to
changes made by the act; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Criminal Justice; and
Rules.

By Senator Thurston—

SB 562—A bill to be entitled An act relating to medical marijuana
retail facilities; amending s. 381.986, F.S.; revising definitions and de-
fining the term “medical marijuana retail facility”; prohibiting qualified
physicians from being employed by or having an economic interest in a
medical marijuana retail facility; revising provisions related to medical
marijuana dispensing requirements to include dispensing by medical
marijuana retail facilities; requiring that the medical marijuana use
registry maintained by the Department of Health be accessible to
medical marijuana retail facilities for certain verification purposes;
prohibiting caregivers from being employed by or having an economic
interest in a medical marijuana retail facility; providing that a medical
marijuana retail facility is not subject to certain dispensing facility re-
quirements; requiring the department’s seed-to-sale marijuana track-
ing system to include data from medical marijuana retail facilities; re-
quiring medical marijuana retail facilities to use the department’s seed-
to-sale marijuana tracking system, with an exception; prohibiting the
vendor chosen by the department to operate the computer seed-to-sale
marijuana tracking system from having a direct or an indirect financial
interest in a medical marijuana retail facility; authorizing, rather than
requiring, medical marijuana treatment centers to cultivate, process,
transport, and dispense marijuana for medical use; deleting the prohi-
bition against medical marijuana treatment centers contracting for
dispensing of marijuana; deleting an exception to the contracting pro-
hibitions; authorizing a medical marijuana treatment center to contract
with a specified number of medical marijuana retail facilities; prohi-
biting a medical marijuana treatment center from directly or indirectly
owning or operating a medical marijuana retail facility; authorizing
qualified patients to obtain marijuana from medical marijuana retail
facilities; requiring the department to license medical marijuana retail
facilities for a specified purpose, by a specified date; requiring the de-
partment to adopt certain rules; requiring that the department identify
applicants with strong diversity plans and implement training and
other educational programs to enable certain minority persons and
enterprises to qualify for licensure; providing requirements and proce-
dures for the issuance and renewal of licensure for medical marijuana
retail facilities; prohibiting an individual identified as an applicant, an
owner, an officer, a board member, or a manager from being listed as
such on more than one application for licensure as a medical marijuana
retail facility; prohibiting an individual or entity from being awarded
more than one facility license; providing that each such license is valid
for only one physical location; prohibiting a medical marijuana treat-
ment center from being awarded a license to operate a medical mar-
ijuana retail facility; requiring that applicants demonstrate that they
satisfy certain criteria; prohibiting a medical marijuana retail facility
from making a wholesale purchase of marijuana from a medical mar-
ijuana treatment center and from transporting marijuana, marijuana
delivery devices, or edibles; authorizing a medical marijuana retail fa-
cility to contract with only one medical marijuana treatment center;
providing requirements for the transfer of ownership of a medical
marijuana retail facility; prohibiting medical marijuana retail facilities
and any individuals or entities that control or have a certain ownership
or voting interest in such facilities from acquiring certain direct or in-
direct ownership or control of another medical marijuana retail facility;
prohibiting certain profit-sharing arrangements; providing operational
and dispensing requirements and prohibitions for medical marijuana
retail facilities; prohibiting a medical marijuana retail facility from
engaging in Internet sales; prohibiting certain medical marijuana retail
facility advertising and providing exceptions; requiring a medical
marijuana retail facility to make specified information publicly avail-
able on its website; authorizing the department to adopt rules; requir-
ing the department to conduct periodic inspections of medical mar-
ijuana retail facilities; requiring the department to publish on its
website a list of all approved medical marijuana retail facilities; au-
thorizing the department to impose fines on medical marijuana retail
facilities for specified violations; authorizing the department to sus-
pend, revoke, or refuse to renew the license of a medical marijuana
retail facility under certain circumstances; authorizing counties and
municipalities to, by ordinance, ban medical marijuana retail facilities
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from being located within their boundaries or determine the criteria for
the location of, and other permitting requirements for, the facilities,
under certain circumstances; prohibiting certain counties and munici-
palities from limiting the number of medical marijuana retail facilities
that may locate within their boundaries; prohibiting medical marijuana
retail facilities from being located within a specified distance from
school properties; providing construction; revising criminal penalties for
persons or entities that engage in specified unlicensed activities; pro-
viding that a medical marijuana retail facility and its owners, man-
agers, and employees are exempt from prosecution for certain offenses
and from other specified regulations and requirements; amending s.
381.987, F.S.; requiring the department to allow a medical marijuana
retail facility to access confidential and exempt information in the
medical marijuana use registry for certain verification purposes; pro-
viding an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Policy; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Health and Human Services; and Appropriations.

By Senator Thurston—

SB 564—A bill to be entitled An act relating to fees; amending s.
381.986, F.S.; requiring the Department of Health to impose initial
application and biennial renewal fees for the licensing of medical
marijuana retail facilities; providing a contingent effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Policy; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Health and Human Services; and Appropriations.

By Senator Perry—

SB 566—A bill to be entitled An act relating to motor vehicle rentals;
amending s. 212.05, F.S.; specifying the applicable sales tax rate on
motor vehicle leases and rentals by motor vehicle rental companies and
peer-to-peer car-sharing programs; requiring peer-to-peer car-sharing
programs to collect and remit the applicable sales tax; amending s.
212.0606, F.S.; defining terms; specifying the applicable rental car
surcharge on motor vehicle leases and rentals by motor vehicle rental
companies and peer-to-peer car-sharing programs; specifying applica-
bility of the surcharge; requiring motor vehicle rental companies and
peer-to-peer car-sharing programs to collect the surcharge; requiring
car-sharing services to collect a certain surcharge; making technical
changes; creating s. 627.7483, F.S.; defining terms; specifying insurance
requirements for shared vehicle owners and shared vehicle drivers
under peer-to-peer car-sharing programs; providing that a peer-to-peer
car-sharing program has an insurable interest in a shared vehicle
during certain periods; providing construction; authorizing peer-to-peer
car-sharing programs to own and maintain certain motor vehicle in-
surance policies; requiring peer-to-peer car-sharing programs to assume
certain liability; providing exceptions; requiring a shared vehicle own-
er’s insurer to indemnify the peer-to-peer car-sharing program under
certain circumstances; providing an exemption from vicarious liability
for peer-to-peer car-sharing programs and shared vehicle owners; au-
thorizing motor vehicle insurers to exclude coverages and a duty to
defend or indemnify claims under a shared vehicle owner’s policy; pro-
viding construction relating to exclusions; providing a right of con-
tribution to a shared vehicle owner’s insurer for certain claims; re-
quiring peer-to-peer car-sharing programs to provide certain
information to shared vehicle owners regarding liens; specifying re-
cordkeeping, record retention, and record-sharing requirements for
peer-to-peer car-sharing programs; specifying disclosure requirements
for peer-to-peer car-sharing program agreements; specifying driver li-
cense verification and data retention requirements for peer-to-peer car-
sharing programs; providing that peer-to-peer car-sharing programs
have sole responsibility for certain equipment in or on a shared vehicle;
providing for indemnification regarding such equipment; specifying
requirements for peer-to-peer car-sharing programs relating to safety
recalls on a shared vehicle; providing construction; providing an effec-
tive date.

—was referred to the Committees on Banking and Insurance;
Transportation; and Appropriations.

By Senator Farmer—

SB 568—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the death penalty;
amending s. 775.082, F.S.; deleting provisions relating to the death
penalty for capital felonies; deleting provisions relating to the effect of a
declaration by a court of last resort that the death penalty in a capital
felony is unconstitutional; amending ss. 27.51 and 27.511, F.S.; deleting
provisions relating to representation in death penalty cases; amending
s. 27.5304, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made by the act;
repealing ss. 27.7001, 27.7002, 27.701, 27.702, 27.703, 27.704, 27.7045,
27.705, 27.706, 27.707, 27.708, 27.7081, 27.7091, 27.710, 27.711, and
27.715, F.S., relating to capital collateral representation, con-
stitutionally deficient representation, and postconviction capital col-
lateral proceedings; amending ss. 23.21, 27.51, 27.511, 43.16, and
112.0455, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made by the act;
amending s. 119.071, F.S.; deleting a public records exemption relating
to capital collateral proceedings; amending ss. 186.003, 215.89, 215.985,
216.011, and 790.25, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made by
the act; amending ss. 775.15 and 790.161, F.S.; deleting provisions re-
lating to the effect of a declaration by a court of last resort that the
death penalty in a capital felony is unconstitutional; repealing ss.
913.13, 921.137, 921.141, and 921.142, F.S., relating to jurors in capital
cases, prohibiting the imposition of the death sentence upon a de-
fendant with an intellectual disability, determination of whether to
impose a sentence of death or life imprisonment for a capital felony,
determination of whether to impose a sentence of death or life im-
prisonment for a capital drug trafficking felony; amending ss. 394.912,
775.021, 775.30, 782.04, 782.065, 794.011, 893.135, 944.275, and
948.012, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made by the act; re-
pealing ss. 922.052, 922.06, 922.07, 922.08, 922.095, 922.10, 922.105,
922.108, 922.11, 922.111, 922.12, 922.14, 922.15, 924.055, 924.056, and
924.057, F.S., relating to issuance of warrant of execution, stay of ex-
ecution of death sentence, proceedings when a person under sentence of
death appears to be insane, proceedings when person under sentence of
death appears to be pregnant, pursuit of collateral remedies, execution
of death sentence, prohibition against reduction of death sentence as a
result of determination that a method of execution is unconstitutional,
sentencing orders in capital cases, regulation of execution, transfer to
state prison for safekeeping before death warrant issued, return of
warrant of execution issued by the Governor, sentence of death un-
executed for unjustifiable reasons, return of warrant of execution issued
by the Supreme Court, legislative intent concerning appeals and post-
conviction proceedings in death penalty cases, commencement of capital
postconviction actions for which sentence of death is imposed on or after
a certain date, and limitation on postconviction cases in which the death
sentence was imposed before a certain date; amending s. 925.11, F.S.;
deleting provisions relating to preservation of DNA evidence in death
penalty cases; amending s. 945.10, F.S.; deleting a public records ex-
emption for the identity of executioners; amending ss. 316.3026,
373.409, 373.430, 376.302, 403.161, 448.09, 504.013, 648.571, 775.261,
787.06, 794.0115, 800.04, 907.041, 921.1401, 921.1402, 944.17, 944.608,
944.609, and 944.705, F.S.; conforming cross-references; providing an
effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on Criminal and Civil Justice; and Appropriations.

By Senator Thurston—

SB 570—A bill to be entitled An act relating to youth in solitary
confinement; creating s. 958.155, F.S.; providing a short title; defining
terms; prohibiting the Department of Corrections or a local govern-
mental body from subjecting youth prisoners to solitary confinement
except under certain circumstances; limiting cell confinement of all
youth prisoners; providing for the protection of youth prisoners held in
emergency cell confinement; prohibiting youth prisoners from being
subjected to emergency cell confinement for longer than a certain
duration; prohibiting youth prisoners from being subjected to emer-
gency cell confinement under certain circumstances; requiring facility
staff to document placements of youth prisoners in emergency cell
confinement; requiring that within a specified time and at specified
intervals a mental health clinician perform a face-to-face evaluation of
youth prisoners who are subjected to emergency cell confinement; re-
quiring each evaluation to be documented; requiring facility staff to
perform visual checks of youth prisoners in emergency cell confinement
at specified intervals; requiring each visual check to be documented;
providing for an individualized suicide crisis intervention plan for cer-
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tain youth prisoners, if applicable; requiring that youth prisoners be
transported to a mental health receiving facility if such prisoners’ sui-
cide risk is not resolved within a certain timeframe; requiring that
youth prisoners in emergency cell confinement be allotted services and
other benefits that are made available to prisoners in the general prison
population; providing for the protection of youth prisoners held in dis-
ciplinary cell confinement; prohibiting youth prisoners from being
subjected to disciplinary cell confinement for longer than a certain
duration; requiring staff to perform visual checks of youth prisoners in
disciplinary cell confinement at specified intervals; requiring each vi-
sual check to be documented; requiring that youth prisoners in dis-
ciplinary cells be allotted services and other benefits that are made
available to prisoners in the general prison population; providing re-
duced isolation for youth prisoners in protective custody; requiring that
youth prisoners placed in protective custody be allotted services and
other benefits that are made available to prisoners in the general prison
population; requiring the department and the board of county com-
missioners of each county that administers a detention facility or jail to
review their policies relating to youth prisoners to evaluate whether the
policies are necessary; requiring the department and the boards of
county commissioners to certify compliance in a report to the Governor
and the Legislature by a specified date; requiring the department and
the boards of county commissioners to adopt specified policies and
procedures; providing construction; amending s. 944.09, F.S.; author-
izing the department to adopt rules; amending s. 951.23, F.S.; requiring
sheriffs and chief correctional officers to adopt model standards relating
to youth prisoners; reenacting s. 944.279(1), F.S., relating to dis-
ciplinary procedures applicable to a prisoner for filing frivolous or
malicious actions or bringing false information before a court, to in-
corporate the amendment made to s. 944.09, F.S., in a reference thereto;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Policy; Criminal Justice;
and Appropriations.

By Senator Baxley—

SB 572—A bill to be entitled An act relating to engineers; amending
s. 471.003, F.S.; prohibiting a person who is not licensed as an engineer
from using a specified name or title; prohibiting, after a specified date, a
person who is not a licensed professional structural engineer from using
specified names and titles or practicing professional structural en-
gineering; exempting certain persons from licensing requirements;
amending s. 471.005, F.S.; defining terms; revising definitions;
amending s. 471.013, F.S.; authorizing the Board of Professional En-
gineers to refuse to certify an applicant for a professional structural
engineer license for certain reasons; amending s. 471.015, F.S.; pro-
viding licensure and application requirements for a professional struc-
tural engineer license; exempting certain applicants who apply for li-
censure before a specified date from having to pass a certain national
examination, under certain conditions; requiring the board to certify
certain applicants for licensure by endorsement; amending ss. 471.019
and 471.025, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made by the act;
amending s. 471.031, F.S.; prohibiting certain persons from practicing
professional structural engineering after a specified date; prohibiting
specified persons from using specified names and titles; amending s.
471.033, F.S.; specifying acts that constitute grounds for disciplinary
action, including civil penalties, against a professional structural en-
gineer; amending ss. 471.037 and 471.0385, F.S.; conforming provisions
to changes made by the act; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Regulated Industries; Com-
merce and Tourism; and Rules.

By Senator Baxley—

SB 574—A bill to be entitled An act relating to fees; amending s.
471.011, F.S.; authorizing the Board of Professional Engineers to es-
tablish fees relating to professional structural engineer licensing;
amending s. 471.015, F.S.; requiring applicants to pay a specified fee in
order to be eligible to receive a professional structural engineer license;
providing a contingent effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Regulated Industries; Com-
merce and Tourism; and Rules.

By Senators Jones and Torres—

SB 576—A bill to be entitled An act relating to residential tenancies;
amending s. 83.67, F.S.; prohibiting a landlord from refusing to enter
into a rental agreement with a prospective tenant under certain cir-
cumstances related to COVID-19; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Community Affairs;
and Rules.

By Senator Wright—

SB 578—A bill to be entitled An act relating to marina evacuations;
amending s. 327.59, F.S.; prohibiting vessels under a specified weight
from remaining in certain marinas that have been deemed unsuitable
for refuge during a hurricane after the issuance of a hurricane watch;
requiring a marina owner, operator, employee, or agent to remove
specified vessels under certain circumstances; providing that such
owner, operator, employee, or agent may charge the vessel owner a
reasonable fee for such removal and may not be held liable for any
damages as a result of such removal; providing construction; providing
that the owners or operators of certain vessels may be subject to a fine
that the deepwater seaport issuing an evacuation order is required to
impose and collect; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Environment and Natural Re-
sources; Transportation; and Rules.

By Senator Harrell—

SB 580—A bill to be entitled An act relating to dyslexia; creating s.
1001.2151, F.S.; providing legislative intent; requiring public schools to
screen all students in kindergarten through grade 3 for dyslexia within
a certain timeframe; requiring public school students with a substantial
deficiency in reading to be placed in an intensive remedial intervention
program; requiring parental notification of dyslexia diagnoses and bi-
weekly progress reports; providing for subsequent diagnostic assess-
ment; requiring that intensive remedial intervention meet certain re-
quirements; requiring remedial intervention to continue until the
student can perform at a certain level; requiring public schools to have
at least one person on staff with specified certification in reading in-
struction for students with dyslexia; requiring the State Board of
Education to adopt rules; amending s. 1003.01, F.S.; defining the terms
“disability,” “dyscalculia,” “dysgraphia,” and “dyslexia”; making tech-
nical changes; establishing the Dyslexia Task Force within the De-
partment of Education; specifying the purpose and duties of the task
force; requiring the task force members to be appointed by the Com-
missioner of Education; requiring the task force to consist of nine
members having certain backgrounds; requiring the task force to hold
its first meeting within a certain timeframe; providing that task force
members serve without compensation, but may receive reimbursement
for certain expenses; providing a directive to the Division of Law Re-
vision; amending s. 1003.26, F.S.; removing a requirement for district
school superintendents to refer parents to a home education review
committee; removing a penalty for parents failing to provide a portfolio
to such committee; amending ss. 11.45, 39.0016, 414.1251, 1002.01,
1002.20, 1002.3105, 1002.33, 1002.385, 1002.42, 1002.43, 1003.03,
1003.21, 1003.4282, 1003.52, 1003.575, 1006.07, 1008.24, and
1012.2315, F.S.; conforming cross-references; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Education; and Appropriations.

By Senators Rodrigues and Baxley—

SB 582—A bill to be entitled An act relating to parental rights;
creating chapter 1014, F.S.; creating s. 1014.01, F.S.; providing a short
title; creating s. 1014.02, F.S.; providing legislative findings; defining
the term “parent”; creating s. 1014.03, F.S.; prohibiting the state, its
political subdivisions, other governmental entities, or other institutions
from infringing on parental rights unless specified conditions are met;
creating s. 1014.04, F.S.; prohibiting the state, its political subdivisions,
other governmental entities, or other institutions from obstructing or
interfering with specified parental rights; providing construction; au-
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thorizing discipline of state employees who encourage or coerce, or at-
tempt to encourage or coerce, a minor child to withhold information
from his or her parent; providing construction; creating s. 1014.05, F.S.;
requiring each district school board to develop and adopt a policy to
promote parental involvement in the public school system; specifying
requirements for such policy; defining the term “instructional materi-
als”; authorizing a district school board to provide such policy electro-
nically or on its website; authorizing a parent to request certain in-
formation in writing from a district school superintendent; requiring
the district school superintendent to provide requested information in a
specified timeframe; authorizing a parent to appeal a district school
superintendent’s denial of, or failure to provide, requested information;
requiring a district school board to place such appeal on the agenda for
its next public meeting, or the subsequent meeting if it is too late to
place such appeal on the next agenda; creating s. 1014.06, F.S.; prohi-
biting health care practitioners and their employees from providing
health care services or prescribing medicinal drugs to a minor child
without a parent’s written consent; prohibiting a provider from allowing
a medical procedure to be performed on a minor child in its facility
without a parent’s written consent; providing exceptions; providing
applicability; providing for disciplinary action and criminal penalties;
amending s. 408.813, F.S.; authorizing the Agency for Health Care
Administration to impose an administrative fine on providers that
violate certain parental consent requirements; amending s. 456.072,
F.S.; authorizing the Department of Health to take disciplinary action
against health care practitioners who fail to comply with certain par-
ental consent requirements; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Education; and Rules.

By Senator Harrell—

SB 584—A bill to be entitled An act relating to transportation facility
designations; providing an honorary designation of a certain transpor-
tation facility in a specified county; directing the Department of
Transportation to erect suitable markers; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Transportation; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism, and Economic Develop-
ment; and Appropriations.

By Senators Wright, Perry, Stewart, and Farmer—

SB 586—A bill to be entitled An act relating to veterans employment
and training; amending s. 295.21, F.S.; directing Florida Is For Veter-
ans, Inc., to serve as the state’s principal assistance organization under
the United States Department of Defense’s SkillBridge program;
amending s. 295.22, F.S.; prescribing duties of the corporation to facil-
itate the administration of the SkillBridge program; providing an ef-
fective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Military and Veterans Affairs,
Space, and Domestic Security; Commerce and Tourism; and Appro-
priations.

By Senators Book, Ausley, and Garcia—

SB 588—A bill to be entitled An act relating to conservation area
designations; designating the Southeast Florida Coral Reef Ecosystem
Conservation Area as the Kristin Jacobs Coral Reef Ecosystem Con-
servation Area; directing the Department of Environmental Protection
to erect suitable markers; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Environment and Natural Re-
sources; Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture, Environment,
and General Government; and Appropriations.

By Senator Harrell—

SB 590—A bill to be entitled An act relating to involuntary ex-
aminations of minors; amending s. 381.0056, F.S.; revising parent,
guardian, or caregiver notification requirements that must be met be-
fore an involuntary examination of a minor; amending s. 394.463, F.S.;
revising data reporting requirements for the Department of Children

and Families; amending s. 1001.212, F.S.; revising data reporting re-
quirements for the Office of Safe Schools; amending s. 1002.20, F.S.;
revising parent and guardian notification requirements that must be
met before conducting an involuntary examination of a minor who is
removed from school, school transportation, or a school-sponsored ac-
tivity; providing an exception; amending s. 1002.33, F.S.; revising par-
ent and guardian notification requirements that must be met before an
involuntary examination of a minor who is removed from a charter
school, charter school transportation, or a charter school-sponsored
activity; providing an exception; amending s. 1006.07, F.S.; creating
reporting requirements for schools relating to involuntary examinations
of minors; amending s. 1006.12, F.S.; revising training requirements for
school safety officers; amending s. 1011.62, F.S.; requiring that certain
plans include procedures to assist certain mental and behavioral health
providers in attempts to verbally deescalate certain crisis situations
before initiating an involuntary examination; requiring the procedures
to include certain strategies; creating requirements for memoranda of
understanding between schools and local mobile crisis response ser-
vices; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Children, Families, and Elder
Affairs; Education; and Appropriations.

By Senators Powell, Berman, Torres, Polsky, and Farmer—

SB 592—A bill to be entitled An act relating to reemployment as-
sistance; creating s. 443.013, F.S.; creating a Reemployment Assistance
Ombudsman Office within the Department of Economic Opportunity;
authorizing individuals seeking reemployment assistance benefits to
contact the office for certain purposes; authorizing the office to assign
an ombudsman to assist such individuals; requiring the office to an-
nually review the reemployment assistance process and provide re-
commendations to the department; reenacting and amending s.
443.036, F.S.; defining the term “alternative base period”; revising the
definitions of the terms “high quarter” and “unemployment,” or “un-
employed,” to determine an alternative calendar quarter for calculating
eligibility requirements and to specify circumstances under which in-
dividuals are considered partially unemployed, respectively; specifying
that unemployment commences on the date of unemployment rather
than after registering with the department; amending s. 443.091, F.S.;
deleting a provision relating to department rules; requiring individuals
to be informed of and offered services in writing through the one-stop
delivery system; authorizing claimants to report to one-stop career
centers for certain reasons by telephone or online in addition to re-
porting in person; revising the number of prospective employers a
claimant must contact each week; prohibiting otherwise eligible indi-
viduals from being deemed ineligible for benefits solely because they
seek, apply for, or are willing to accept only part-time work of at least a
specified number of hours; reducing the number of prospective em-
ployers certain claimants in small counties are required to contact;
exempting seasonal agricultural workers in small counties from speci-
fied work search requirements under certain circumstances; revising
eligibility requirements for receiving benefits under the reemployment
assistance program; suspending the work registration, reporting, work
ability, and work availability requirements during a declared state of
emergency and for a specified period of time thereafter; revising the
manner in which individuals may submit a claim for benefits; requiring
the department to establish additional methods for submitting claims
and to determine an individual’s eligibility within a specified time-
frame; amending s. 443.101, F.S.; revising the circumstances under
which individuals are disqualified for benefits by virtue of voluntarily
quitting; revising the definitions of the terms “good cause” and “work”;
deleting provisions disqualifying individuals for benefits as a result of
drug use; deleting rulemaking authority for the department relating to
suitability of work; revising provisions relating to suitable work; re-
vising earned income requirements for individuals who were termi-
nated from work for certain acts with regard to entitlement to re-
employment assistance benefits; deleting provisions relating to
circumstances under which temporary or leased employees are dis-
qualified for benefits; amending s. 443.111, F.S.; deleting certain re-
porting requirements for claimants; revising qualifying requirements
for individuals seeking to establish a benefit year for reemployment
assistance; requiring an alternative base period to be used under cer-
tain circumstances when calculating wages; providing requirements
relating to specified calendar quarters under certain circumstances;
specifying that wages that fall within an alternative base period are not
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available for reuse in subsequent benefit years; requiring the depart-
ment to adopt rules; revising the minimum and maximum weekly
benefit amounts; requiring that such benefit be rounded to the nearest
dollar upward rather than downward; revising weekly benefit amounts
for partially unemployed individuals; deleting the definition of the term
“Florida average unemployment rate”; revising the limitations on the
duration of benefits; amending s. 443.1116, F.S.; revising the circum-
stances under which the director of the department is required to ap-
prove short-time compensation plans; revising eligibility requirements
for short-time compensation benefits; revising the cap on short-time
compensation benefit amounts; deleting a provision requiring that
short-time compensation benefits be deducted from the total benefit
amounts; amending s. 443.1216, F.S.; revising what constitutes em-
ployment for the purposes of reemployment assistance; conforming a
cross-reference; amending s. 443.1217, F.S.; revising the amount of
wages that are exempt from the employer’s contribution to the Un-
employment Compensation Trust Fund, beginning on a specified date;
amending s. 443.131, F.S.; deleting exemptions relating to compensa-
tion benefits being charged to employment records; providing a cross-
reference; deleting obsolete language; conforming a cross-reference;
amending s. 443.141, F.S.; specifying that the burden of proof in an
appeal filed by an employer is on the employer; conforming cross-ref-
erences; amending s. 443.151, F.S.; specifying that the burden of proof
in an appeal filed by an employer is on the employer; amending ss.
443.041, 443.1115, and 443.1215, F.S.; conforming provisions to chan-
ges made by the act; amending ss. 215.425 and 443.121, F.S.; con-
forming cross-references; reenacting s. 443.1116(6), F.S., relating to
short-time compensation, to incorporate the amendments made by the
act to s. 443.111, F.S., in a reference thereto; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Commerce and Tourism; Gov-
ernmental Oversight and Accountability; and Appropriations.

By Senators Stewart and Polsky—

SB 594—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the preemption of
recyclable and polystyrene materials; amending s. 403.7033, F.S.; de-
leting obsolete language; deleting preemptions of local law relating to
the regulation of auxiliary containers, wrappings, or disposable plastic
bags; amending s. 500.90, F.S.; repealing the preemption of local laws
regarding the use or sale of polystyrene products to the Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Environment and Natural Re-
sources; Community Affairs; and Rules.

By Senators Stewart and Cruz—

SB 596—A bill to be entitled An act relating to preemption of tree
pruning, trimming, and removal; repealing s. 163.045, F.S., relating to
tree pruning, trimming, or removal on residential property; providing
an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Community Affairs; Judiciary;
and Rules.

By Senator Perry—

SB 598—A bill to be entitled An act relating to a back-to-school sales
tax holiday; providing exemptions from the sales and use tax on the
retail sale of certain clothing, wallets, bags, school supplies, personal
computers, and personal computer-related accessories during a speci-
fied timeframe; defining terms; specifying locations where the exemp-
tions do not apply; authorizing certain dealers to opt out of participating
in the tax holiday, subject to certain requirements; authorizing the
Department of Revenue to adopt emergency rules; providing an ap-
propriation; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Commerce and Tourism; Fi-
nance and Tax; and Appropriations.

By Senators Rouson and Stewart—

SB 600—A bill to be entitled An act relating to private school elig-
ibility requirements; amending s. 1002.421, F.S.; revising private school
eligibility requirements for the state school choice scholarship program;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education; Judiciary; and Rules.

By Senator Burgess—

SB 602—A bill to be entitled An act relating to business organiza-
tions; amending s. 605.0410, F.S.; revising requirements relating to
inspecting certain records of limited liability companies; amending s.
607.1301, F.S.; revising the definition of the term “accrued interest”;
amending s. 607.1302, F.S.; revising the circumstances under which
shareholders are entitled to appraisal rights and certain payments;
revising limitations relating to such rights and payments; revising ap-
plicability; amending s. 607.1303, F.S.; revising the circumstances in
which certain shareholders may assert specified appraisal rights;
amending s. 607.1321, F.S.; revising requirements for shareholders who
wish to assert appraisal rights relating to specified corporate actions;
amending s. 607.1322, F.S.; making a technical change; amending s.
607.1326, F.S.; entitling corporations to prepay a shareholder if the
shareholder makes a demand for payment; specifying when interest is
applicable to such prepayments; making technical changes; amending s.
607.1330, F.S.; revising requirements for proceedings relating to un-
settled demands for payment; revising the eligibility requirements for
shareholders entitled to the fair value of shares during court proceed-
ings; making technical and conforming changes; amending s. 607.1405,
F.S.; revising the requirements for eligible entities to use the name of a
dissolved corporation; amending ss. 617.0825 and 617.1703, F.S.; re-
vising applicability; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Commerce and Tourism; Ju-
diciary; and Rules.

By Senator Brandes—

SB 604—A bill to be entitled An act relating to dental therapy;
amending s. 409.906, F.S.; authorizing Medicaid to reimburse for dental
services provided in a mobile dental unit that is owned by, operated by,
or contracted with a health access setting or another similar setting or
program; conforming a cross-reference; amending s. 466.001, F.S.; re-
vising legislative purpose and intent; amending s. 466.002, F.S.; pro-
viding applicability; amending s. 466.003, F.S.; defining the terms
“dental therapist” and “dental therapy”; revising the definition of the
term “health access setting” to include certain dental therapy programs;
amending s. 466.004, F.S.; requiring the chair of the Board of Dentistry
to appoint a Council on Dental Therapy within a specified timeframe;
providing for membership, meetings, and the purpose of the council;
providing a process for rulemaking; making technical changes;
amending s. 466.006, F.S.; revising the definition of the terms “full-time
practice” and “full-time practice of dentistry within the geographic
boundaries of this state within 1 year” to include full-time faculty
members of certain dental therapy schools; amending s. 466.0075, F.S.;
authorizing the board to require any person who applies to take the
examination to practice dental therapy in this state to maintain medical
malpractice insurance in a certain amount; amending s. 466.009, F.S.;
requiring the Department of Health to allow an applicant who fails the
dental therapy examination to retake the examination; providing that
an applicant who fails a practical or clinical examination to practice
dental therapy because of a failing grade on just one part or procedure
tested is required to retake and receive a passing score on only the failed
part or procedure to be eligible for licensure; requiring an applicant who
fails more than one part or procedure tested to retake the entire ex-
amination; making technical changes; amending s. 466.011, F.S.; re-
quiring the board to certify certain applicants for licensure as a dental
therapist; creating s. 466.0136, F.S.; providing that the board must
require each licensed dental therapist to complete a specified number of
hours of continuing education; providing requirements for the content of
such continuing education; requiring the board to adopt rules and
guidelines; authorizing the board to excuse licensees from continuing
education requirements in certain circumstances; amending s. 466.016,
F.S.; requiring a practitioner of dental therapy to post and display her
or his license in each office where she or he practices; amending s.
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466.017, F.S.; requiring the board to adopt certain rules relating to
dental therapists; requiring certain dental therapists to possess a
specified certification; authorizing a dental therapist under the general
supervision of a dentist to administer local anesthesia and operate an X-
ray machine, expose dental X-ray films, and interpret or read such films
if specified requirements are met; requiring certain dental therapists to
report to the board within a specified timeframe adverse incidents re-
lated to or the result of the administration of local anesthesia; requiring
a complete written report to be filed with the board within a specified
timeframe; providing for discipline; making a technical change;
amending s. 466.018, F.S.; providing that a dentist of record remains
primarily responsible for the dental treatment of a patient regardless of
whether the treatment is provided by a dental therapist; requiring the
name or initials of a dental therapist who renders treatment to a patient
to be placed in the record of the patient; creating s. 466.0225, F.S.;
providing application requirements and examination and licensure
qualifications for dental therapists; creating s. 466.0227, F.S.; providing
legislative findings and intent; limiting the practice of dental therapy to
specified settings; authorizing a dental therapist to perform specified
services, including specified state-specific dental therapy services,
under the general supervision of a dentist under certain conditions;
requiring a collaborative management agreement to be signed by a
supervising dentist and a dental therapist and to include certain in-
formation; requiring a supervising dentist to determine the number of
hours of practice which a dental therapist must complete under direct or
indirect supervision before performing certain authorized services
under general supervision; authorizing a supervising dentist to restrict
or limit a dental therapist’s practice in a collaborative management
agreement; authorizing a dental therapist to provide dental therapy
services to a patient before the supervising dentist examines or diag-
noses the patient under certain conditions; requiring a supervising
dentist to be licensed or registered and practicing in this state; speci-
fying that the supervising dentist is responsible for certain services and
for providing and arranging certain followup services; amending s.
466.026, F.S.; providing criminal penalties; amending s. 466.028, F.S.;
revising grounds for denial of a license or disciplinary action to include
the practice of dental therapy; amending s. 921.0022, F.S.; conforming
the criminal offense severity chart to changes made by the act; requir-
ing the Department of Health, in consultation with the Board of Den-
tistry and the Agency for Health Care Administration, to submit certain
reports to the Legislature by specified dates; providing requirements for
such reports; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Policy; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Health and Human Services; and Appropriations.

By Senator Bean—

SB 606—A bill to be entitled An act relating to domestic violence;
amending s. 39.901, F.S.; revising legislative findings; amending s.
39.905, F.S.; adding nonresidential outreach services to the list of ser-
vices certified domestic violence centers must provide; revising re-
quirements for receipt of state funds; authorizing certified domestic
violence centers to carry forward unexpended state funds in a specified
amount from one fiscal year to the next during the contract period;
providing limitations on and reporting requirements for the use of such
funds; requiring centers to return to the department any remaining
unexpended funds at the end of the contract period; authorizing certain
centers to carry forward unexpended funds through contract renewals;
amending s. 741.32, F.S.; revising legislative findings; amending s.
741.325, F.S.; revising the program content requirements for batterers’
intervention programs; reviving, reenacting, and amending s. 741.327,
F.S., relating to the certification and monitoring of batterers’ inter-
vention programs; requiring the Department of Children and Families
to certify and monitor batterers’ intervention programs; requiring the
department to adopt certain rules; amending s. 741.30, F.S.; conforming
a provision to changes made by the act; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Children, Families, and Elder
Affairs; Appropriations Subcommittee on Health and Human Services;
and Appropriations.

SB 608—Withdrawn prior to introduction.

By Senator Stewart—

SB 610—A bill to be entitled An act relating to collective bargaining
for instructional personnel; amending s. 1012.2315, F.S.; removing a
requirement that each school district and the certified collective bar-
gaining unit for instructional personnel within each district negotiate a
specified memorandum of understanding; removing a requirement that
certain certified collective bargaining units include specified informa-
tion in their applications for renewal of registration; removing a re-
quirement that certain employee organizations petition the Public
Employees Relations Commission for recertification; providing an ef-
fective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Governmental Oversight and
Accountability; Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture, En-
vironment, and General Government; and Appropriations.

By Senator Stewart—

SB 612—A bill to be entitled An act relating to specialty license
plates; amending s. 320.08058, F.S.; directing the Department of
Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles to develop certain license plates;
providing for the distribution and use of fees collected from the sale of
such plates; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Transportation; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism, and Economic Develop-
ment; and Appropriations.

By Senator Rodriguez—

SB 614—A bill to be entitled An act relating to assault or battery on
hospital personnel; amending s. 784.07, F.S.; defining the term “hospi-
tal personnel”; providing enhanced criminal penalties for persons who
knowingly commit assault or battery upon hospital personnel; providing
an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Health Policy;
and Rules.

By Senator Gruters—

SB 616—A bill to be entitled An act relating to public accountancy;
amending s. 473.308, F.S.; requiring that certain applicants not be li-
censed in any state or territory in order to be licensed by endorsement;
amending s. 473.311, F.S.; providing license renewal requirements for
nonresident licensees; amending s. 473.312, F.S.; requiring that a ma-
jority of the hours required for continuing education include specific
content; amending s. 473.313, F.S.; authorizing certain Florida certified
public accountants to apply to the Department of Business and Pro-
fessional Regulation to have their license placed in a retired status;
providing requirements for such conversion; imposing requirements
and prohibitions on retired licensees; authorizing retired licensees to
use a specified title under certain circumstances; providing that retired
licensees are not required to maintain continuing education require-
ments; authorizing retired licensees to reactivate their licenses if cer-
tain conditions are met; defining the term “retired licensee”; providing
an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Regulated Industries; Com-
merce and Tourism; and Rules.

SR 618—Not introduced.

By Senator Bracy—

SB 620—A bill to be entitled An act relating to parole eligibility;
amending s. 947.002, F.S.; revising legislative intent concerning the
granting of parole; requiring the Commission on Offender Review to
partner with the Department of Corrections to adopt a specified pro-
gram with certain requirements; requiring rulemaking; providing an
effective date.
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—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on Criminal and Civil Justice; and Appropriations.

By Senator Perry—

SB 622—A bill to be entitled An act relating to liens and bonds;
amending s. 255.05, F.S.; requiring that a copy of a notice of nonpay-
ment be served on the surety; revising the process for notarizing a no-
tice of nonpayment; prohibiting a person from requiring a claimant to
furnish a certain waiver in exchange for or to induce certain payments;
providing that specified provisions in certain waivers are unenforceable;
providing an exception; requiring service of documents to be made in a
specified manner; amending s. 337.18, F.S.; providing that certain
waivers apply to certain contracts; requiring service of documents to be
made in a specified manner; amending s. 713.01, F.S.; revising defini-
tions; amending s. 713.09, F.S.; authorizing a lienor to record one claim
of lien for multiple direct contracts; amending s. 713.10, F.S.; revising
the extent of certain liens; amending s. 713.13, F.S.; revising informa-
tion to be included in a notice of commencement; specifying that pay-
ments made by an owner before the recording of a notice of com-
mencement are considered improper payments; revising the process for
notarizing a notice of commencement; amending s. 713.132, F.S.; re-
vising requirements for a notice of termination; amending s. 713.18,
F.S.; requiring service of documents relating to construction bonds to be
made in a specified manner; making technical changes; amending s.
713.20, F.S.; prohibiting a person from requiring a lienor to furnish a
certain waiver or release in exchange for or to induce certain payments;
providing that specified provisions in certain waivers or releases are
unenforceable; providing an exception; amending s. 713.21, F.S.; au-
thorizing the full or partial release of a lien under specified conditions;
amending s. 713.23, F.S.; requiring that a copy of a notice of nonpay-
ment be served on the surety; revising the process for notarizing a no-
tice of nonpayment under a payment bond; amending s. 713.235, F.S.;
prohibiting a person from requiring a lienor to furnish a certain waiver
or release in exchange for or to induce certain payments; providing that
specified provisions in certain waivers or releases are unenforceable;
providing an exception; amending s. 713.29, F.S.; authorizing attorney
fees in actions to enforce a lien that has been transferred to security;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Governmental
Oversight and Accountability; and Rules.

By Senators Bracy and Cruz—

SB 624—A bill to be entitled An act relating to guidance services;
amending s. 1006.025, F.S.; requiring each district school board to re-
quire certified school counselors to advise public high school students of
opportunities to gain skills in demand in the labor market and how to
prepare to obtain postsecondary degrees in technical fields; requiring
such advice to be given at least once per academic year before public
high school students select courses for the subsequent academic year;
specifying information that must be included in the advice; authorizing
the staff of other student personnel services to give the advice if there
are insufficient certified school counselors to do so; requiring the De-
partment of Education to provide resources to district school boards
which may assist districts in offering the advice; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education; Commerce and
Tourism; and Appropriations.

By Senator Bracy—

SB 626—A bill to be entitled An act relating to juvenile justice;
amending s. 985.03, F.S.; redefining the terms “child,” “juvenile,” and
“youth”; creating s. 985.031, F.S.; providing a short title; prohibiting a
child younger than a certain age from being adjudicated delinquent,
arrested, or charged with a violation of law or a delinquent act; pro-
viding an exception; amending s. 985.101, F.S.; authorizing children of
at least a specified age, rather than of any age, to be taken into custody
under certain circumstances; authorizing children of specified ages to be
taken into custody or arrested only under certain circumstances; pro-
viding construction; authorizing a child enrolled in a primary or sec-
ondary school to be taken into custody or arrested at the school he or she

attends only under certain circumstances; providing construction;
amending s. 985.24, F.S.; requiring that children who are taken into
custody pursuant to certain circuit court orders be treated in a specified
manner and be detained only pursuant to specified findings; reenacting
s. 316.003(11), F.S., relating to the definition of the term “child,” to
incorporate the amendment made to s. 985.03, F.S., in a reference
thereto; reenacting ss. 960.001(1)(b) and 985.439(2), F.S., both relating
to children being taken into custody, to incorporate the amendment
made to s. 985.101, F.S., in references thereto; reenacting s. 985.25(1),
F.S., relating to a detention intake, to incorporate the amendment made
to s. 985.24, F.S., in a reference thereto; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Children, Families, and Elder
Affairs; Criminal Justice; and Appropriations.

By Senator Rouson—

SB 628—A bill to be entitled An act relating to urban agriculture;
amending s. 604.40, F.S.; exempting farm equipment used in urban
agriculture from certain provisions requiring farm equipment to be lo-
cated a specified distance from a public road; amending s. 604.50, F.S.;
providing that nonresidential farm buildings, fences, or signs located on
lands used for urban agriculture are not exempt from the Florida
Building Code or local governmental regulations; defining the term
“urban agriculture”; creating s. 604.73, F.S.; providing a short title;
providing legislative findings and intent; defining the term “urban
agriculture”; expressly preserving local governmental authority to reg-
ulate urban agriculture under certain circumstances; providing an ef-
fective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Agriculture; Community Affairs;
and Rules.

By Senators Baxley, Hutson, and Rodriguez—

SB 630—A bill to be entitled An act relating to community associa-
tions; amending s. 627.714, F.S.; prohibiting insurance policies from
providing specified rights of subrogation under certain circumstances;
amending s. 718.103, F.S.; revising the definition of the terms “multi-
condominium,” “operation,” and “operation of the condominium”;
amending s. 718.111, F.S.; requiring that certain records be maintained
for a specified time; requiring associations to maintain official records in
a specified manner; requiring an association to provide an itemized list
or affidavit relating to certain records to certain persons; requiring that
such itemized list or affidavit be maintained for a time certain; creating
a rebuttable presumption; prohibiting an association from requiring
certain actions relating to the inspection of records; revising require-
ments relating to the posting of digital copies of certain documents by
certain condominium associations; conforming cross-references;
amending s. 718.112, F.S.; authorizing a condominium association to
extinguish discriminatory restrictions; revising the calculation used in
determining a board member’s term limit; providing requirements for
certain notices; revising the fees that an association may charge for
transfers; deleting a prohibition against employing or contracting with
certain service providers; amending s. 718.113, F.S.; revising legislative
findings; defining the terms “natural gas fuel” and “natural gas fuel
vehicle”; revising requirements for electric vehicle charging stations;
providing requirements for natural gas fuel stations on property gov-
erned by condominium associations; amending s. 718.117, F.S.; con-
forming provisions to changes made by the act; amending s. 718.121,
F.S.; providing that labor and materials associated with the installation
of a natural gas fuel station may not serve as the basis for filing a lien
against an association but may serve as the basis for filing a lien against
a unit owner; requiring that notices of intent to record a claim of lien
specify certain dates; amending s. 718.1255, F.S.; authorizing parties to
initiate presuit mediation under certain circumstances; specifying the
circumstances under which arbitration is binding on the parties; pro-
viding requirements for presuit mediation; making technical changes;
amending s. 718.1265, F.S.; revising the emergency powers of condo-
minium associations; prohibiting condominium associations from tak-
ing certain actions during a declared state of emergency; amending s.
718.202, F.S.; revising the allowable uses of certain escrow funds
withdrawn by developers; defining the term “actual costs”; amending s.
718.303, F.S.; revising requirements for certain actions for failure to
comply with specified provisions relating to condominium associations;
revising requirements for certain fines; amending s. 718.405, F.S.;
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providing clarifying language relating to certain multicondominium
declarations; providing applicability; amending s. 718.501, F.S.; defin-
ing the term “financial issue”; authorizing the Division of Condomini-
ums, Timeshares, and Mobile Homes to adopt rules; conforming provi-
sions to changes made by the act; amending s. 718.5014, F.S.; revising a
requirement regarding the location of the principal office of the Office of
the Condominium Ombudsman; amending s. 719.103, F.S.; revising the
definition of the term “unit” to specify that an interest in a cooperative
unit is an interest in real property; amending s. 719.104, F.S.; prohi-
biting an association from requiring certain actions relating to the in-
spection of records; amending s. 719.106, F.S.; revising provisions re-
lating to a quorum and voting rights for members remotely
participating in meetings; revising the procedure to challenge a board
member recall; authorizing cooperative associations to extinguish dis-
criminatory restrictions; amending s. 719.128, F.S.; revising emergency
powers for cooperative associations; prohibiting cooperative associa-
tions from taking certain actions during a declared state of emergency;
amending s. 720.301, F.S.; revising the definition of the term “governing
documents”; amending s. 720.303, F.S.; authorizing an association to
adopt procedures for electronic meeting notices; revising the documents
that constitute the official records of an association; revising the cir-
cumstances under which a specified statement must be included in an
association’s financial report; revising requirements for such statement;
revising the circumstances under which an association is deemed to
have provided for reserve accounts; revising the procedure to challenge
a board member recall; amending s. 720.305, F.S.; providing require-
ments for certain fines levied by a board of administration; amending s.
720.306, F.S.; revising requirements for providing certain notices; pro-
viding limitations on associations when a parcel owner attempts to rent
or lease his or her parcel; defining the term “affiliated entity”; amending
the procedure for election disputes; amending s. 720.311, F.S.; revising
the dispute resolution requirements for election disputes and recall
disputes; amending s. 720.3075, F.S.; authorizing homeowners’ asso-
ciations to extinguish discriminatory restrictions; amending s. 720.316,
F.S.; revising emergency powers of homeowners’ associations; prohi-
biting homeowners’ associations from taking certain actions during a
declared state of emergency; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Regulated Industries; Commu-
nity Affairs; and Rules.

By Senators Torres, Polsky, and Farmer—

SB 632—A bill to be entitled An act relating to marriage equality;
repealing s. 741.212, F.S., relating to marriages between persons of the
same sex; removing a prohibition on the recognition of marriages en-
tered into between persons of the same sex in this state, another state,
or another jurisdiction, either domestic or foreign; removing a prohibi-
tion on giving effect to any public act, record, or judicial proceeding of
another jurisdiction respecting a marriage or relationship not re-
cognized in this state or a claim arising from such a marriage or re-
lationship; removing the definition of the term “marriage,” which limits
marriage only to a legal union between one man and one woman; pro-
viding a directive to the Division of Law Revision; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Community Affairs;
and Rules.

By Senators Gibson and Baxley—

SB 634—A bill to be entitled An act relating to dementia-related staff
training; providing a short title; creating s. 430.5025, F.S.; defining
terms; requiring certain entities, as a condition of licensure, to provide
specified dementia-related training for new employees within a speci-
fied timeframe; requiring certain employees to receive additional de-
mentia-related training under certain circumstances within a specified
timeframe; providing requirements for the training; requiring annual
dementia-related training for certain employees; requiring certain em-
ployees to receive additional training developed or approved by the
Department of Elderly Affairs under certain circumstances; providing
that such additional training counts toward a certified nursing assis-
tant’s total annual training; authorizing certain health care practi-
tioners to count certain continuing education hours toward the de-
mentia-related training requirements under certain circumstances;
requiring the department to approve such continuing education hours to

satisfy the dementia-related training requirements; authorizing the
department to develop a curriculum for the dementia-related training
requirements and to review the curriculum at least every 4 years for a
specified purpose; encouraging the department to consult with certain
nationally recognized organizations; providing requirements for the
curriculum; requiring the department or its designee to approve courses
used to satisfy the dementia-related training requirements; requiring
such courses to be approved in various formats; requiring the depart-
ment or its designee to develop a registration process for training pro-
viders; providing requirements for such registration; requiring the de-
partment or its designee to issue unique identifiers to approved training
providers; requiring the department or its designee to develop certain
assessments and passing scores for a specified purpose; requiring cer-
tain employees to take and pass such assessments upon completion of
the training; requiring training providers to issue such employees a
certificate upon completing the training and passing the assessments;
providing requirements for the certificate; providing that certain em-
ployees do not need to repeat certain training when changing employ-
ment, under certain circumstances; requiring the department to adopt
rules; amending ss. 400.1755, 400.4785, 400.6045, 429.178, 429.52, and
429.917, F.S.; revising dementia-related staff training requirements for
nursing homes, home health agencies, hospices, facilities that provide
special care for persons with Alzheimer’s disease or related disorders,
assisted living facilities, and adult day care centers, respectively, to
conform to changes made by the act; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Policy; Children, Fa-
milies, and Elder Affairs; and Appropriations.

By Senator Powell—

SB 636—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the detention of
children; amending s. 985.265, F.S.; prohibiting a child awaiting trial or
other legal process who is treated as an adult for purposes of criminal
prosecution from being held in a jail or other facility intended or used
for the detention of adults; requiring the court to consider specified
factors in making a certain determination; providing a requirement and
a prohibition if a court determines that it is in the interest of justice to
allow a child to be held in a jail or other facility intended or used for the
detention of adults; deleting provisions under which a court is required
to order the delivery of a child to a jail or other facility intended or used
for the detention of adults; conforming a provision to changes made by
the act; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Judiciary; and
Appropriations.

By Senator Powell—

SB 638—A bill to be entitled An act relating to direct filing of an
information; amending s. 985.265, F.S.; prohibiting a child who has
been transferred to adult court for criminal prosecution pursuant to
direct file from being held in a jail or other facility used for the detention
of adults before a specified hearing to determine if the child should be
prosecuted as an adult; amending s. 985.557, F.S.; deleting references to
the state attorney’s discretion to direct file a juvenile; revising discre-
tionary direct file criteria; requiring a court to advise a child and his or
her parent or guardian of the child’s right to a certain due process
evidentiary hearing upon a state attorney filing an information trans-
ferring a child to adult court; authorizing the child or the child’s parent
or guardian to request an evidentiary hearing; requiring the judge to
conduct the hearing within a certain timeframe; requiring a judge to
consider specified information and factors; authorizing a judge to con-
sider certain reports; providing for continued jurisdiction with regard to
the child; providing an exception; requiring the adult court to render an
order that includes certain findings; authorizing review of the order;
reenacting s. 985.556(3), F.S., relating to involuntary mandatory
waivers, to incorporate the amendment made to s. 985.557, F.S., in a
reference thereto; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on Criminal and Civil Justice; and Appropriations.
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By Senators Powell and Farmer—

SB 640—A bill to be entitled An act relating to prosecuting children
as adults; amending s. 985.556, F.S.; deleting provisions under which a
state attorney must either request a court to transfer and certify chil-
dren of certain ages who commit specified crimes for prosecution as
adults or provide written reasons to the court for not making such a
request, or must proceed under certain provisions; amending s. 985.557,
F.S.; revising the circumstances under which a state attorney may file
an information in cases that involve children of certain ages who com-
mit certain crimes; amending s. 985.56, F.S.; providing that children 14
years of age or older, rather than children of any age, who are charged
with certain offenses are subject to the jurisdiction of the court until an
indictment is returned by the grand jury; prohibiting the transfer of a
child to adult court for criminal prosecution of an indictable offense
until the child’s competency has been restored, if the child has a
pending competency hearing or previously has been found incompetent
and has not been restored to competency by a court; providing for the
tolling of certain time limits; authorizing, rather than requiring, a child
who is found to have committed specified crimes to be sentenced ac-
cording to certain provisions; amending s. 985.03, F.S.; conforming a
cross-reference; amending s. 985.565, F.S.; conforming provisions to
changes made by the act; reenacting s. 985.265(5), F.S., relating to de-
tention transfer and release, education, and adult jails, to incorporate
the amendments made to ss. 985.556 and 985.557, F.S., in references
thereto; reenacting s. 985.15(1), F.S., relating to filing decisions, to in-
corporate the amendments made to ss. 985.556 and 985.557, F.S., in
references thereto; reenacting s. 985.26(2)(c), F.S., relating to the length
of detention, to incorporate the amendments made to ss. 985.557 and
985.56, F.S., in references thereto; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on Criminal and Civil Justice; and Appropriations.

By Senator Taddeo—

SB 642—A bill to be entitled An act relating to Cabinet meetings;
creating s. 20.056, F.S.; requiring the Governor to call Cabinet meetings
at specified intervals; authorizing one Cabinet officer to compel a Ca-
binet meeting and propose agenda items for such a meeting, if a Cabinet
meeting is not held within the specified timeframe; providing an effec-
tive date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Governmental
Oversight and Accountability; and Rules.

By Senator Taddeo—

SB 644—A bill to be entitled An act relating to reemployment as-
sistance; amending s. 443.111, F.S.; increasing the minimum and
maximum weekly and yearly benefit amounts for reemployment assis-
tance; increasing the duration of such benefits; creating s. 443.1318,
F.S.; providing exceptions to reemployment assistance requirements
during a declared state of emergency or public health emergency; re-
enacting ss. 443.041(2)(b) and 443.1116(7) and (8)(a), F.S., relating to
attorney fees and short-time compensation, respectively, to incorporate
the amendments made to s. 443.111, F.S., in references thereto; creat-
ing the Reemployment Assistance Benefits Task Force adjunct to the
Department of Economic Opportunity; providing a purpose for the task
force; providing for membership of the task force; requiring the task
force to submit a report to the Governor and the Legislature by a
specified date; providing for the expiration of the task force; providing
an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Commerce and Tourism; Gov-
ernmental Oversight and Accountability; and Appropriations.

By Senator Taddeo—

SB 646—A bill to be entitled An act relating to naming highways;
requiring counties and municipalities to rename their respective por-
tions of Dixie Highway, Old Dixie Highway, North Dixie Highway, or
South Dixie Highway as “Harriet Tubman Highway” by a specified date;
providing exceptions; requiring the Department of Transportation to
rename portions of such highways as “Harriet Tubman Highway” upon

approval of the appropriate board of county commissioners or governing
body of a municipality; requiring the department to coordinate with
applicable boards of county commissioners or governing bodies of mu-
nicipalities to rename portions of such highways under certain cir-
cumstances; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Transportation; Community
Affairs; and Appropriations.

By Senator Taddeo—

SB 648—A bill to be entitled An act relating to legislative procedures
in certain emergencies; creating s. 11.137, F.S.; requiring each house of
the Legislature to provide by rule procedures authorizing the use of
remote technology systems for remote participation in committee
meetings and floor proceedings by members; specifying requirements
and limitations for the use of remote technology systems; specifying
that a member’s use of a remote technology system is subject to ap-
proval by the presiding officer of the applicable house; authorizing the
Legislature to provide procedures by joint rule governing the use of
remote technology systems in certain bicameral meetings; providing an
effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Governmental Oversight and
Accountability; Judiciary; and Rules.

By Senators Taddeo, Book, Rouson, Polsky, Cruz, Jones, Farmer, and
Stewart—

SB 650—A bill to be entitled An act relating to tethering of domestic
dogs and cats; creating s. 828.132, F.S.; defining the term “tether”;
providing requirements for tethering domestic dogs and cats; providing
applicability; providing penalties; providing for enforcement; providing
an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Agriculture; Community Affairs;
and Rules.

By Senators Taddeo and Stewart—

SB 652—A bill to be entitled An act relating to a bottled water excise
tax; revising the title of ch. 211, F.S.; creating part III of ch. 211, F.S.,
entitled “Tax on Extraction of Water for Bottling”; creating s. 211.40,
F.S.; defining terms; creating s. 211.41, F.S.; imposing an excise tax
upon bottled water operators; specifying the rate of the tax and the trust
fund where tax proceeds are to be deposited; requiring that tax proceeds
be separately accounted for and be used for certain purposes; creating s.
211.42, F.S.; specifying requirements for bottled water operators in
filing monthly returns with the Department of Revenue; authorizing the
department to grant extensions for filing and payment under certain
circumstances; specifying the department’s rulemaking authority;
creating s. 211.43, F.S.; specifying interest payable on unpaid taxes;
specifying the delinquency penalty for failure to timely file a return;
specifying the penalty for the substantial underpayment of taxes; pro-
viding construction; authorizing the department to settle or compromise
taxes in accordance with certain provisions; creating s. 211.44, F.S.;
authorizing the department to adopt rules; requiring local governments
to cooperate with the department and furnish information without cost
to the department for certain purposes; specifying recordkeeping re-
quirements for bottled water operators; specifying the department’s
authority to inspect, examine, and audit bottled water operator books
and records, issue subpoenas, require testimony under oath or affir-
mation of certain persons, and apply for certain judicial orders; speci-
fying requirements and procedures for the department in conducting
audits, assessing deficiencies, and crediting or refunding overpayments;
specifying procedures and requirements for claiming refunds; providing
that amounts due remain a lien on certain property; specifying re-
quirements and procedures for warrants and alias tax executions issued
by the department; requiring that suits brought by the department for
violations be brought in circuit court; creating s. 211.45, F.S.; providing
criminal penalties for certain violations; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Environment and Natural Re-
sources; Finance and Tax; and Appropriations.
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By Senator Bradley—

SB 654—A bill to be entitled An act relating to public records;
amending s. 119.0712, F.S.; providing an exemption from public records
requirements for certain records in the custody of the Department of
Military Affairs which are protected from disclosure under specified
federal laws; providing that certain information may be disclosed only
in accordance with applicable federal and state laws; providing for
retroactive application; providing for future legislative review and re-
peal of the exemption; providing a statement of public necessity; pro-
viding an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Military and Veterans Affairs,
Space, and Domestic Security; Governmental Oversight and Account-
ability; and Rules.

By Senator Brandes—

SB 656—A bill to be entitled An act relating to elections; amending
ss. 97.052 and 97.053, F.S.; revising requirements for the uniform
statewide voter registration application and the acceptance of such
applications; amending s. 97.0585, F.S.; deleting an exemption from
public records requirements for information related to a voter regis-
tration applicant’s or voter’s prior felony conviction and his or her re-
storation of voting rights to conform to changes made by the act;
amending s. 101.043, F.S.; deleting a provision that prohibits the use of
an address appearing on identification presented by an elector at the
polls as a basis to confirm an elector’s legal residence; deleting a pro-
vision that prohibits a clerk or an inspector from asking an elector to
provide additional identification information under specified circum-
stances; amending s. 101.051, F.S.; increasing the no-solicitation zone
surrounding the entrance of a polling place or an early voting site
wherein certain activities are prohibited; amending s. 101.131, F.S.;
modifying restrictions governing poll watcher interaction with voters;
revising requirements for eligibility to serve as a poll watcher; revising
certain deadlines for the submission of poll watcher designation forms;
removing the requirement that the supervisor of elections provide poll
watcher identification badges in advance of the election; amending s.
101.5614, F.S.; removing the requirement that duplicate ballots be
made of vote-by-mail ballots containing overvoted races; creating s.
101.5617, F.S.; prohibiting the use of electronic poll books that are not
approved by the Department of State, beginning with the 2022 primary
election; requiring the department to adopt rules that meet certain
minimum criteria; amending s. 101.6103, F.S.; revising the timeframe
in which the supervisor of elections must mail ballots in elections con-
ducted under the Mail Ballot Election Act; amending s. 102.031, F.S.;
prohibiting owners, operators, or lessees of property on which polling
places or early voting sites are located from prohibiting the solicitation
of voters by a candidate or a candidate’s designee outside the no-soli-
citation zone during polling hours; amending s. 103.091, F.S.; author-
izing a qualifying office to accept and hold qualifying papers for candi-
dates for political party executive committees before the beginning of
the qualifying period; amending s. 106.08, F.S.; requiring the Division of
Elections to periodically adjust campaign contribution limits for infla-
tion; requiring the division to post the adjusted limits on its website;
preempting counties, municipalities, and other local governmental en-
tities from enacting or adopting any limitation or restriction involving
certain contributions and expenditures, or establishing contribution
limits different than those established in the Florida Election Code;
providing applicability; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Ethics and Elections; Judiciary;
and Rules.

By Senator Taddeo—

SB 658—A bill to be entitled An act relating to violations of the
Florida Election Code; creating s. 104.273, F.S.; defining terms; re-
quiring a manipulated medium that contains a manipulation of a can-
didate’s likeness and is used for specified purposes to include a dis-
claimer; specifying requirements for the disclaimer; requiring the
Division of Elections, in consultation with the Consumer Protection
Division of the Office of the Attorney General, to adopt certain rules;
providing penalties for violations; providing for enforcement and relief;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Ethics and Elections; Judiciary;
and Rules.

By Senator Diaz—

SB 660—A bill to be entitled An act relating to telehealth; amending
s. 456.47, F.S.; revising the definition of the term “telehealth”; deleting
a prohibition on prescribing controlled substances through telehealth;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Policy; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Health and Human Services; and Appropriations.

By Senators Brandes and Rouson—

SB 662—A bill to be entitled An act relating to resentencing; creating
s. 921.30, F.S.; providing legislative intent; authorizing the state at-
torney of a judicial circuit in which an offender was sentenced for a
felony offense to petition the sentencing court to resentence the offender
if the original sentence no longer advances the interests of justice; au-
thorizing a court to grant or deny the petition; providing requirements if
the sentencing court grants the petition; authorizing the court to con-
sider specified postconviction factors; requiring that credit be given for
time served; providing requirements for state attorneys; requiring a
court to provide an opportunity for victims of the offender’s crimes to
present statements; providing applicability; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Appropriations Sub-
committee on Criminal and Civil Justice; and Appropriations.

By Senator Farmer—

SB 664—A bill to be entitled An act relating to adult use marijuana
legalization; amending s. 20.165, F.S.; renaming the Division of Alco-
holic Beverages and Tobacco of the Department of Business and Pro-
fessional Regulation to the Division of Alcoholic Beverages, Marijuana,
and Tobacco; amending s. 561.025, F.S.; renaming the Alcoholic Bev-
erage and Tobacco Trust Fund to the Alcoholic Beverage, Marijuana,
and Tobacco Trust Fund; specifying distribution of funds; providing a
directive to the Division of Law Revision; creating ch. 566, F.S., relating
to recreational marijuana; defining terms; providing for the distribution
of revenues; requiring the division to provide an annual report to the
Legislature; prohibiting the use of false identification by persons under
21 years of age for specified activities relating to recreational mar-
ijuana; providing noncriminal penalties; providing for alternative sen-
tencing; exempting certain activities involving marijuana from use and
possession offenses; authorizing persons 21 years of age and over to
engage in certain activities involving the personal use, possession,
transport, and cultivation of marijuana in limited amounts; providing
limits on where persons may engage in specified activities; providing
noncriminal penalties; preempting the regulation of possession of
marijuana to the state; authorizing certain entities to engage in speci-
fied activities relating to marijuana; providing construction; specifying
duties of the Division of Alcoholic Beverages, Marijuana, and Tobacco;
providing for enforcement of regulatory provisions; authorizing agree-
ments with other entities for certain enforcement activities; requiring
annual reports; providing for licensing of marijuana establishments;
providing for a marijuana establishment licensing process; providing
limits on the number of retail marijuana stores based on population in
localities; providing standards for prospective licensees; providing re-
strictions on the location of marijuana establishments; prohibiting
certain activities by marijuana establishments; providing procedures
when a marijuana establishment’s license expires; authorizing localities
to prohibit one or more types of marijuana establishments through local
ordinance; providing for submission of applications to localities if the
division has not issued marijuana establishment licenses by a specified
date; specifying duties of the Attorney General concerning certain fed-
eral subpoenas; providing an exemption from specified provisions for
marijuana research; specifying that the chapter does not apply to em-
ployer drug policies or laws governing operating under the influence;
specifying that the chapter does not allow persons under 21 years of age
to engage in activities permitted therein; providing that the rights of
property owners are not affected; providing applicability relating to
compassionate use of low-THC cannabis; requiring the division to adopt
certain rules; specifying that conduct allowed by the chapter may not be
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considered the basis for the finding of a lack of good moral character as
that term is used in law; providing for emergency rulemaking;
amending s. 500.03, F.S.; providing that marijuana establishments that
sell food containing marijuana are considered food establishments for
the purposes of specified regulations; creating s. 500.105, F.S.; speci-
fying that food products containing marijuana which are prepared in
permitted food establishments and sold by licensed retail marijuana
stores are not considered adulterated; amending s. 562.13, F.S.; pro-
viding that it is unlawful for marijuana establishments to employ per-
sons under 18 years of age; amending s. 569.0073, F.S.; exempting li-
censed marijuana establishments from specified provisions regulating
the sale of pipes and smoking devices; amending ss. 893.13 and 893.135,
F.S.; providing that conduct authorized under ch. 566, F.S., is not pro-
hibited by specified controlled substance prohibitions; providing a con-
tingent effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Regulated Industries; Health
Policy; and Appropriations.

By Senator Farmer—

SB 666—A bill to be entitled An act relating to taxes; creating s.
566.012, F.S.; imposing an excise tax on recreational marijuana; re-
quiring the Department of Business and Professional Regulation to
annually calculate and publish an adjusted excise tax rate; requiring
certain entities to file a monthly return that includes tax payments and
to keep specified records; authorizing the Division of Alcoholic Bev-
erages, Marijuana, and Tobacco to revoke a marijuana cultivation fa-
cility’s license under certain circumstances; creating s. 566.0125, F.S.;
authorizing counties and municipalities to establish additional excise
taxes on the sale and purchase of marijuana; limiting the excise tax
rate; providing a contingent effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Regulated Industries; Finance
and Tax; and Appropriations.

By Senator Farmer—

SB 668—A bill to be entitled An act relating to fees; amending s.
566.036, F.S.; requiring applicants for a marijuana establishment li-
cense to pay a specified application fee; providing a contingent effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Regulated Industries; Finance
and Tax; and Appropriations.

By Senator Jones—

SB 670—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the deprivation of
constitutional rights; creating s. 760.52, F.S.; providing for a civil action
against an officer, employee, or agent acting under color of law of this
state or its political subdivisions for the deprivation of rights secured
under the United States and State Constitutions; providing that certain
claims may not be used as a defense against liability; providing an
affirmative defense to liability if certain conditions are met; specifying
circumstances under which an officer, employee, or agent is immune
from liability; providing for the award of attorney fees and costs to a
prevailing plaintiff; prohibiting a plaintiff from recovering additional
damages if he or she has recovered damages pursuant to a civil action
brought by the Attorney General; specifying applicability of laws gov-
erning the defense of civil actions, and the payment of judgments or
settlements, against specified officers, employees, and agents; amend-
ing ss. 111.07 and 111.071, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made
by the act; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Community Affairs;
and Rules.

By Senator Taddeo—

SB 672—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the preemption of
firearms and ammunition regulation; repealing s. 790.33, F.S., relating
to the preemption of the field of regulation of firearms and ammunition
to the Legislature, to the exclusion of local jurisdictions; amending s.

790.251, F.S.; conforming a provision to changes made by the act; pro-
viding an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Community Affairs;
Criminal Justice; and Rules.

By Senators Rodriguez and Book—

SB 674—A bill to be entitled An act relating to a tax exemption for
affordable housing; amending s. 196.196, F.S.; authorizing counties and
municipalities to adopt ordinances to grant ad valorem tax exemptions
to property owners whose properties are used for the governmental or
public purpose of providing affordable housing to certain persons or
families; providing parameters for such exemption; specifying proce-
dures in the event property is transferred for other purposes; specifying
procedures in the event an exemption is improperly granted as a result
of certain acts by the property appraiser; providing applicability; pro-
viding an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Community Affairs; Finance
and Tax; and Appropriations.

By Senators Baxley and Pizzo—

SB 676—A bill to be entitled An act relating to specialty license
plates; amending s. 320.08058, F.S.; directing the Department of
Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles to develop a Florida State Parks
specialty license plate; providing for the distribution and use of fees
collected from the sale of the plates; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Transportation; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism, and Economic Develop-
ment; and Appropriations.

By Senator Bracy—

SB 678—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the 1920 Ocoee
Election Day Riots; amending s. 288.7102, F.S.; requiring the Depart-
ment of Economic Opportunity to prioritize certain applications for the
Black Business Loan Program; creating s. 1009.551, F.S.; creating the
Ocoee Scholarship Program for specified recipients; directing the De-
partment of Education to administer the program; specifying annual
award amounts to recipients participating in the program; requiring the
department to rank applicants; providing for transmittal of an award
payment to a participating institution; prescribing eligibility criteria for
award recipients; authorizing the State Board of Education to adopt
certain rules; providing for program funding; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education; Commerce and
Tourism; and Appropriations.

By Senators Bracy and Stewart—

SB 680—A bill to be entitled An act relating to batterers’ intervention
programs; amending s. 741.325, F.S.; requiring the Department of
Children and Families to certify and monitor certain batterers’ inter-
vention programs; providing that the department’s certification and
monitoring activities will be funded by specified fees; requiring bat-
terers’ intervention programs to satisfy specified requirements for cer-
tification by the department; requiring programs to have certain safety
measures in place; requiring programs to employ certain measures to
hold batterers accountable; providing requirements for program or-
ientation and weekly group sessions; revising program content re-
quirements; specifying elements and techniques programs may not in-
clude; requiring the department to annually review programs for
compliance with certification requirements; authorizing the department
to reject or suspend certification of a program for failure to comply with
the requirements; requiring the department to annually provide a list of
certified programs and to immediately notify the courts if it suspends a
program’s certification; requiring the department to adopt specified
rules; amending ss. 741.281, 741.2902, 741.30, 741.31, and 948.038,
F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made by the act; providing an
effective date.
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—was referred to the Committees on Children, Families, and Elder
Affairs; Appropriations Subcommittee on Health and Human Services;
and Appropriations.

By Senator Bracy—

SB 682—A bill to be entitled An act relating to fees; reviving, re-
enacting, and amending s. 741.327, F.S., relating to certification and
monitoring of batterers’ intervention programs and fees; requiring the
Department of Children and Families to assess and collect an annual
certification fee from batterers’ intervention programs; requiring cer-
tain persons attending certified batterers’ intervention programs to pay
a fee for each program attended; requiring the batterers’ intervention
programs to collect and remit such fee to the department; providing an
exception; requiring certification and user fees to be deposited in the
Domestic Violence Trust Fund for a specified purpose; providing a
contingent effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Children, Families, and Elder
Affairs; Appropriations Subcommittee on Health and Human Services;
and Appropriations.

By Senator Brandes—

SB 684—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Department of
Transportation; requiring the department to allow persons to purchase
certain commuter passes for their motor vehicles; requiring that funds
collected from the sale of the commuter passes be deposited in specified
trust funds and used for the operation and maintenance of the Pinellas
Bayway System; requiring the department or the Florida Turnpike
Enterprise, as appropriate, to index annual commuter pass costs to
certain inflation indicators; requiring the department or the enterprise,
as appropriate, to use a specified portion of funds collected from the sale
of commuter passes during a specified period of time for landscaping
and beautification; beginning on a specified date, requiring the de-
partment or the enterprise, as appropriate, to annually use a specified
amount of funds for landscaping and beautification; beginning on a
specified date, requiring the department or the enterprise, as appro-
priate, to index the landscaping and beautification allocation amount to
certain inflation indicators; specifying that funds provided under this
act are in addition to any funds otherwise allocated by the department
or the enterprise, as appropriate, for such purposes; providing an ef-
fective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Transportation; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism, and Economic Develop-
ment; and Appropriations.

By Senator Brandes—

SB 686—A bill to be entitled An act relating to offers of judgment;
amending s. 768.79, F.S.; authorizing parties to serve exclusive offers of
judgment; specifying that parties serving exclusive offers of judgment
are not required to specify an amount being offered for attorney fees and
costs; providing construction; authorizing certain offerings of judgment
require both individuals to either accept or reject the offer; providing
requirements relating to grounds for challenging the validity of offers;
defining the term “judgment obtained” as it relates to exclusive offers of
judgment; providing applicability; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Banking and In-
surance; and Rules.

By Senator Berman—

SB 688—A bill to be entitled An act relating to waivers of exemptions
of applicable assets; creating s. 222.105, F.S.; providing that certain
exemptions of certain assets may not be waived unless certain condi-
tions are met; specifying references that are insufficient to pledge a
security interest in certain assets or to waive certain protections; de-
fining the term “applicable assets”; amending s. 679.1081, F.S.; pro-
viding that a description of certain accounts and entitlements by certain
type of collateral is insufficient; providing applicability; providing an
effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Community Affairs; Finance
and Tax; and Appropriations.

By Senator Polsky—

SB 690—A bill to be entitled An act relating to prohibited counseling
services; creating s. 456.064, F.S.; defining the term “professional
counselor”; prohibiting professional counselors from providing certain
counseling services to individuals younger than 18 years of age; pro-
viding that violators are subject to disciplinary action; creating s.
817.0346, F.S.; prohibiting any person from advertising or offering to
provide certain counseling services to individuals younger than 18 years
of age; providing applicability; providing criminal penalties; providing
severability; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Policy; Children, Fa-
milies, and Elder Affairs; and Rules.

By Senator Polsky—

SB 692—A bill to be entitled An act relating to medical marijuana
public employee protection; creating s. 112.219, F.S.; providing defini-
tions; prohibiting an employer from taking adverse personnel action
against an employee or a job applicant who is a qualified patient using
medical marijuana; providing exceptions; requiring an employer to
provide written notice of an employee or job applicant’s right to explain
a positive marijuana test result within a specified timeframe; providing
procedures when an employee or job applicant tests positive for mar-
ijuana; providing a cause of action and damages; providing construction;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Governmental Oversight and
Accountability; Health Policy; and Rules.

By Senator Rodrigues—

SB 694—A bill to be entitled An act relating to displacement of pri-
vate waste companies; amending s. 403.70605, F.S.; requiring a local
government to pay a specified amount of compensation to a displaced
private waste company at the end of a specified notice period; removing
a provision authorizing a local government to pay a specified amount of
compensation to a private waste company as an alternative to delaying
displacement for a specified period; removing a provision authorizing a
local government and private waste company to negotiate such com-
pensation and notice; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Environment and Natural Re-
sources; Community Affairs; and Rules.

By Senator Thurston—

SB 696—A bill to be entitled An act relating to transportation facility
designations; providing an honorary designation of a certain transpor-
tation facility in a specified county; directing the Department of
Transportation to erect suitable markers; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Transportation; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism, and Economic Develop-
ment; and Appropriations.

By Senators Jones and Ausley—

SB 698—A bill to be entitled An act relating to optional payments for
medical assistance and related services; amending s. 409.904, F.S.;
extending Medicaid eligibility to specified adults; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Policy; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Health and Human Services; and Appropriations.
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By Senator Rodriguez—

SB 700—A bill to be entitled An act relating to telehealth; amending
s. 409.908, F.S.; requiring the Agency for Health Care Administration to
reimburse the use of telehealth services under certain circumstances
and subject to certain limitations; requiring providers to include certain
documentation in patient records and notes; authorizing certain out-of-
state providers to receive reimbursement for telehealth services; pro-
viding an exception; amending s. 456.47, F.S.; revising the definition of
the term “telehealth”; authorizing telehealth providers to prescribe
specified controlled substances through telehealth under certain cir-
cumstances; authorizing nonphysician health care practitioners to sa-
tisfy a certain supervision requirement through telehealth; authorizing
out-of-state physician telehealth providers to engage in formal super-
visory relationships with certain nonphysician health care practitioners
in this state; providing an exception; amending ss. 458.347 and 459.022,
F.S.; revising the definition of the term “supervision”; amending s.
465.003, F.S.; revising the definition of the term “pharmacy”; revising
construction of the term “not present and on duty”; amending s.
465.014, F.S.; authorizing registered pharmacy technicians to com-
pound and dispense medicinal drugs under certain circumstances;
providing an exception to certain supervision limitations; amending s.
465.015, F.S.; providing applicability; exempting certain registered
pharmacy technicians from specified prohibitions; creating s. 465.0198,
F.S.; defining the term “supervising pharmacy”; providing for the per-
mitting of remote-site pharmacies; requiring a licensed or consultant
pharmacist to serve as the prescription department manager of a re-
mote site; requiring remote-site pharmacies to notify the Department of
Health of a change in the pharmacy’s prescription department manager
within a specified timeframe; providing requirements for remote-site
pharmacies; providing that remote-site pharmacies are not considered
pharmacy locations for purposes of network access in managed care
programs; authorizing remote-site pharmacies to store, hold, and dis-
pense medicinal drugs; prohibiting remote-site pharmacies from per-
forming centralized prescription filling; requiring prescription depart-
ment managers to visit remote sites, based on a certain schedule, to
perform specified tasks; authorizing registered pharmacists to serve as
prescription department managers for up to three remote-site phar-
macies under certain circumstances; amending s. 465.022, F.S.; ex-
empting registered pharmacists serving as prescription department
managers for remote-site pharmacies from certain practice limitations;
amending s. 465.0265, F.S.; providing applicability; amending s. 893.05,
F.S.; prohibiting telehealth providers from prescribing specified con-
trolled substances through telehealth; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Policy; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Health and Human Services; and Appropriations.

By Senator Thurston—

SB 702—A bill to be entitled An act relating to individual retirement
accounts; amending s. 222.21, F.S.; specifying that interests in certain
individual retirement funds or accounts which are exempt from creditor
claims continue to be exempt after certain transfers incident to divorce;
providing retroactive applicability; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Banking and Insurance; Ju-
diciary; and Rules.

By Senators Gruters, Stewart, Pizzo, Berman, Cruz, Hutson, Torres,
Taddeo, Hooper, Ausley, Harrell, Rouson, Wright, Bracy, Polsky, Gib-
son, and Jones—

SB 704—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the entertainment
industry; creating the Film, Television, and Digital Media Targeted
Rebate Program within the Department of Economic Opportunity under
the supervision of the Commissioner of Film and Entertainment; pro-
viding purposes for the program; defining terms; requiring that film,
television, and digital media projects being produced in this state meet
specified criteria for rebate eligibility; authorizing applicants to receive
rebates up to a specified amount, including bonuses; requiring an ap-
plicant that receives funding to make a good faith effort to use existing
providers of infrastructure or equipment in this state and to employ
residents of this state; requiring the commissioner to set application
windows for the rebate; providing requirements for the department
relating to earmarking and setting aside rebate funds; providing pro-

cedures and requirements for applicants applying for the rebate; re-
quiring the commissioner to take specified action within a reasonable
period of time; requiring the Florida Film and Entertainment Advisory
Council to determine a score for each qualified project using specified
criteria; requiring the commissioner to determine the priority order and
scoring system of the specified criteria with assistance from the council
and certain other persons; requiring the council to use certain criteria;
requiring the commissioner to take certain actions relating to the cer-
tification or rejection of qualified projects in a timely manner; requiring
the department to earmark and set aside funding necessary to fund the
total maximum that may be awarded to the certified projects, if funds
are available; requiring the commissioner to develop a process to verify
the actual qualified expenditures and rebate bonus eligibility of a cer-
tified project after the project’s work in this state is complete; providing
requirements for the verification process; requiring that the rebate be
issued within a reasonable period of time upon approval of the final
rebate amount by the department; requiring that certain marketing be
included with a project; requiring certified projects to allow certain
persons to visit the production site upon request of the commissioner
and after providing the commissioner with reasonable notice; specifying
that the commissioner or his or her affiliate is not required to visit the
production site; requiring the department to disqualify a project under
certain circumstances; providing for liability and imposing civil and
criminal penalties for an applicant that submits fraudulent informa-
tion; providing for rulemaking; requiring the commissioner to provide
an annual report to the Governor and the Legislature on a specified
date; providing that certain appropriated funds are not subject to re-
version; providing for the expiration of the program; providing an ef-
fective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Commerce and Tourism; Ap-
propriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism, and Economic
Development; and Appropriations.

By Senator Taddeo—

SB 706—A bill to be entitled An act relating to voter registration;
amending s. 97.057, F.S.; revising procedures governing voter regis-
tration by the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles;
providing that driver license or identification card applications, driver
license or identification card renewal applications, and applications for
changes of address for existing driver licenses or identification cards
submitted to the department serve as voter registration applications;
specifying that an applicant is deemed to have consented to the use of
his or her signature for voter registration purposes, unless a declination
is made; requiring specified applications to include a voter registration
component, subject to approval by the Department of State; specifying
requirements for the voter registration component; providing for the
transmittal of voter registration information to the Department of State
and supervisors of elections; amending s. 98.045, F.S.; conforming a
cross-reference; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Ethics and Elections; Govern-
mental Oversight and Accountability; and Rules.

By Senator Brandes—

SB 708—A bill to be entitled An act relating to peer-to-peer car
sharing; creating s. 627.7483, F.S.; defining terms; specifying motor
vehicle insurance requirements for peer-to-peer car-sharing programs;
providing that peer-to-peer car-sharing programs have an insurable
interest in shared vehicles during specified periods; providing con-
struction; authorizing peer-to-peer car-sharing programs to own and
maintain certain policies of motor vehicle insurance; requiring peer-to-
peer car-sharing programs to assume certain liability; providing ex-
ceptions; requiring shared vehicle owners’ insurers to indemnify peer-
to-peer car-sharing programs under certain circumstances; providing
exemptions from vicarious liabilities for peer-to-peer car-sharing pro-
grams and shared vehicle owners; authorizing motor vehicle insurance
policies to exclude specified coverages under certain circumstances;
providing construction related to exclusions; authorizing specified in-
surers to seek contributions against indemnifications under certain
circumstances; providing requirements for notifications of implications
of liens; providing requirements for recordkeeping; requiring specified
disclosures to shared vehicle drivers and owners; requiring driver li-
cense verification and data retention under certain circumstances;
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providing responsibilities and indemnifications for specified equipment;
providing requirements for verification and notification relating to
motor vehicle safety recalls; providing construction; providing an ef-
fective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Banking and Insurance;
Transportation; and Appropriations.

By Senator Brandes—

SB 710—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the availability of
marijuana for adult use; amending s. 212.08, F.S.; revising the sales tax
exemption for the sale of marijuana and marijuana delivery devices to
apply only to purchases by qualified patients or caregivers; amending s.
381.986, F.S.; revising definitions; revising provisions related to the
licensure and functions of medical marijuana treatment centers
(MMTCs); requiring the Department of Health to adopt by rule certain
standards and procedures; requiring the department to adopt by rule a
certain MMTC registration form; specifying registration requirements;
providing that a registration expires after a specified time; specifying
that registration is not sufficient for certain operations; requiring an
MMTC to obtain separate operating licenses for certain operations;
specifying application requirements for MMTCs to obtain cultivation
licenses and processing licenses; providing for the expiration of and
renewal of such licenses; requiring an MMTC to obtain a facility permit
before cultivating or processing marijuana in the facility; authorizing
MMTCs licensed to cultivate or process marijuana to use contractors to
assist with the cultivation and processing of marijuana under certain
conditions; requiring the contractors to obtain facility permits and
register principals and employees; providing for the destruction of cer-
tain marijuana byproducts within a specified timeframe after their
production; authorizing MMTCs licensed to cultivate and process
marijuana to wholesale marijuana to other registered MMTCs under
certain circumstances; prohibiting an MMTC from transporting or de-
livering marijuana outside of its property without a transportation li-
cense; providing requirements for the cultivation and the processing of
marijuana; deleting a requirement that each MMTC produce and make
available for purchase at least one low-THC cannabis product; deleting
certain tetrahydrocannabinol limits for edibles; requiring an MMTC
that holds a license for processing to test marijuana before it is sold in
addition to when it is dispensed; deleting obsolete language; revising
marijuana packaging requirements; providing application requirements
for an MMTC to obtain a retail license; providing for the expiration and
renewal of such licenses; requiring an MMTC to obtain a facility permit
before selling, dispensing, or storing marijuana in the facility; requiring
the facility to cease certain operations under certain circumstances;
prohibiting a dispensing facility from repackaging or modifying mar-
ijuana that has already been packaged for sale, with certain exceptions;
authorizing a retail licensee to contract with an MMTC that has a
transportation license to transport marijuana for the retail licensee
under certain circumstances; prohibiting onsite consumption or ad-
ministration of marijuana at a dispensing facility; revising require-
ments for the dispensing of marijuana; requiring a licensed retail
MMTC to include specified information on a label for marijuana or a
marijuana delivery device dispensed to a qualified patient or caregiver;
authorizing an MMTC to sell marijuana to an adult 21 years of age or
older under certain circumstances; requiring MMTC employees to verify
the age of such buyers using specified methods; prohibiting an MMTC
from requesting or storing any personal information of a buyer other
than that needed to verify the buyer’s age; deleting a provision prohi-
biting an MMTC from dispensing or selling specified products; provid-
ing application requirements for an MMTC to obtain a transportation
license; providing marijuana transportation requirements; prohibiting
the transportation of marijuana on certain properties; prohibiting the
transportation of marijuana in a vehicle that is not owned or leased by a
licensee or the licensee’s contractor and not appropriately permitted by
the department; providing a process for the issuance and cancellation of
vehicle permits; requiring that each permitted vehicle be GPS mon-
itored; specifying that a permitted vehicle transporting marijuana is
subject to inspection and search without a search warrant by specified
persons; authorizing an MMTC licensed to transport marijuana and
marijuana delivery devices to deliver or contract for the delivery of
marijuana to other MMTCs, to qualified patients and caregivers within
this state, and to adults 21 years of age or older within this state;
establishing that a county or municipality may not prohibit deliveries of
marijuana and marijuana delivery devices to qualified patients and

caregivers within the county or municipality; requiring an MMTC de-
livering marijuana or a marijuana delivery device to a qualified patient
or his or her caregiver to verify the identity of the qualified patient;
requiring an MMTC delivering marijuana to an adult 21 years of age or
older to verify his or her age; requiring the department to adopt certain
rules for the delivery of marijuana; authorizing MMTCs to use con-
tractors to assist with the transportation of marijuana, but providing
that an MMTC is responsible for the actions and operations of the
contractor which are related to the transportation of marijuana; re-
quiring an MMTC to know the location of all of its marijuana products
at all times; requiring principals and employees of a contractor to reg-
ister with the department and receive an MMTC employee identifica-
tion card before participating in the operations of the MMTC; providing
for the permitting of cultivation, processing, dispensing, and storage
facilities; requiring the department to adopt by rule a facility permit
application form; requiring the department to inspect a facility before
issuing a permit; requiring the department to issue or deny a facility
permit within a specified timeframe; providing for the expiration of
facility permits; requiring the department to inspect a facility for
compliance before the renewal of a facility permit; requiring an MMTC
to cease applicable operations if a facility’s permit expires or is sus-
pended or revoked; requiring cultivation facilities and processing facil-
ities to be insured with specified hazard and liability insurance; pro-
viding cultivation facility and processing facility requirements;
preempting to the state all matters regarding the permitting and reg-
ulation of cultivation facilities and processing facilities; requiring dis-
pensing facilities and storage facilities to be insured with specified
hazard and liability insurance; providing dispensing facility and storage
facility requirements; clarifying that the governing body of a county or a
municipality may prohibit a dispensing facility from being located in its
jurisdiction or limit the number of such facilities but may not prohibit a
licensed retail MMTC or its permitted storage facility from being lo-
cated in such county’s or municipality’s jurisdiction if the MMTC is
delivering marijuana to qualified patients in that jurisdiction; prohi-
biting the department from issuing a facility permit for a dispensing
facility in a county or municipality that adopts a specified ordinance;
authorizing a county or municipality to levy a local tax on a dispensing
facility; providing that local ordinances may not result in or provide for
certain outcomes; authorizing the department to adopt specified re-
quirements by rule; requiring the department to adopt rules to ad-
minister the registration of certain MMTC principals, employees, and
contractors; requiring an MMTC to apply to the department for the
registration of certain persons before hiring or contracting with any
such persons; requiring the department to adopt by rule a registration
form that includes specified information; requiring the department to
register persons who satisfy specified conditions and issue them MMTC
employee identification cards; requiring a registered person and the
MMTC to update the department within a specified timeframe if certain
information or the person’s employment status changes; authorizing the
department to contract with vendors to issue MMTC employee identi-
fication cards; requiring the department to inspect an MMTC and its
facilities upon receipt of a complaint and to inspect each permitted fa-
cility at least biennially; authorizing the department to conduct addi-
tional inspections of a facility under certain circumstances; authorizing
the department to impose administrative penalties on an MMTC for
violating certain provisions; requiring the department to refuse to
renew an MMTC’s cultivation, processing, retail, or transportation li-
cense under certain circumstances; revising provisions related to pen-
alties and fees to conform to changes made by the act; providing ap-
plicability; conforming provisions to changes made by the act; creating
s. 381.990, F.S.; authorizing an adult 21 years of age or older to pur-
chase, possess, use, transport, or transfer to another adult 21 years of
age or older marijuana products, marijuana in a form for smoking, and
marijuana delivery devices under certain circumstances; providing that
such marijuana products, marijuana in a form for smoking, or mar-
ijuana delivery devices must be purchased from an MMTC licensed by
the department for the retail sale of marijuana and registered with the
Department of Business and Professional Regulation for sale of mar-
ijuana for adult use; providing penalties; clarifying that a private
property owner may restrict the smoking or vaping of marijuana on his
or her property but may not prevent his or her tenants from possessing
or using marijuana by other means; providing that certain provisions do
not exempt a person from prosecution for a criminal offense related to
impairment or intoxication resulting from the use of marijuana and do
not relieve a person from any legal requirement to submit to certain
tests to detect the presence of a controlled substance; requiring the
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services to conduct a study
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on the harms and benefits of allowing the cultivation of marijuana by
members of the public for private use, including use of a specified model;
requiring the department to report the results of the study to the
Governor and the Legislature by a specified date; amending s. 893.13,
F.S.; authorizing a person 21 years of age or older to possess marijuana
products in a specified amount and to deliver marijuana products to
another person 21 years of age or older under certain circumstances;
providing criminal penalties for the delivery or possession of marijuana
products by a person younger than 21 years of age under certain cir-
cumstances; creating s. 893.1352, F.S.; providing legislative intent;
providing for the retroactive applicability of s. 893.13, F.S.; requiring
certain sentences for specified offenses; requiring sentence review
hearings for individuals serving certain sentences for specified crimes;
providing resentencing procedures; requiring the waiver of certain
conviction-related fines, fees, and costs under certain circumstances;
amending s. 893.147, F.S.; authorizing a person 21 years of age or older
to possess, use, transport, or deliver, without consideration, a mar-
ijuana delivery device to a person 21 years of age or older; providing
criminal penalties for a person younger than 21 years of age who pos-
sesses, uses, transports, or delivers, without consideration, a marijuana
delivery device to a person 21 years of age or older; creating s. 943.0586,
F.S.; defining terms; authorizing an individual convicted of certain
crimes to petition the court for expunction of his or her criminal history
record under certain circumstances; requiring the individual to first
obtain a certificate of eligibility from the Department of Law Enforce-
ment; requiring the department to adopt rules establishing the proce-
dures for applying for and issuing such certificates; requiring the de-
partment to issue a certificate under certain circumstances; providing
for the expiration of and reapplication for the certificate; providing re-
quirements for the petition for expunction; providing criminal penalties;
providing for the court’s authority over its own procedures, with an
exception; requiring the court to order the expunction of a criminal
history record under certain circumstances; clarifying that expunction
of certain criminal history records does not affect eligibility for ex-
punction of other criminal history records; providing procedures for
processing expunction petitions and orders; providing that a person
granted an expunction may lawfully deny or fail to acknowledge the
underlying arrest or conviction, with exceptions; providing that a per-
son may not be deemed to have committed perjury or otherwise held
liable for giving a false statement if he or she fails to recite or ac-
knowledge an expunged criminal history record; amending s. 893.15,
F.S.; conforming a provision to changes made by the act; providing ef-
fective dates.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Policy; Governmental
Oversight and Accountability; Appropriations Subcommittee on Health
and Human Services; and Appropriations.

By Senator Brandes—

SB 712—A bill to be entitled An act relating to fees; amending s.
943.0586, F.S., as created by SB ___; requiring applicants for a certifi-
cate of eligibility of expunction for certain criminal history records to
pay a specified fee to the Department of Law Enforcement for placement
in a specified trust fund; providing an exception; providing a contingent
effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Policy; Governmental
Oversight and Accountability; Appropriations Subcommittee on Health
and Human Services; and Appropriations.

By Senator Taddeo—

SB 714—A bill to be entitled An act relating to resource information
for individuals with disabilities; amending s. 393.065, F.S.; requiring
the Agency for Persons with Disabilities to provide specified written
information to persons applying for certain waiver services; requiring
the agency to provide a certain disclosure statement along with such
information; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Children, Families, and Elder
Affairs; Appropriations Subcommittee on Health and Human Services;
and Appropriations.

By Senator Book—

SB 716—A bill to be entitled An act relating to consent for pelvic
examinations; amending s. 456.51, F.S.; revising the definition of the
term “pelvic examination”; revising the circumstances under which a
pelvic examination may be performed without written consent; au-
thorizing written consent for a pelvic examination to be obtained as a
part of a general consent form and to allow multiple health care prac-
titioners or students to perform the examination; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Policy; Judiciary; and
Rules.

By Senators Book and Stewart—

SB 718—A bill to be entitled An act relating to gay and transgender
panic legal defenses; creating s. 900.06, F.S.; providing a short title;
providing legislative findings; defining terms; prohibiting individuals
from using a nonviolent sexual advance or specified perceptions or be-
liefs about another individual as a defense to a criminal offense, to
excuse or justify the conduct of the individual who commits a criminal
offense, or to mitigate the severity of a criminal offense; providing an
effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Judiciary; and
Rules.

By Senators Berman, Farmer, and Stewart—

SB 720—A bill to be entitled An act relating to state renewable en-
ergy goals; amending s. 366.91, F.S.; revising the definitions of the
terms “biomass” and “renewable energy”; amending s. 377.24, F.S.;
prohibiting the drilling or exploration for, or production of, oil, gas, or
other petroleum products on the lands and waters of the state;
amending s. 377.242, F.S.; prohibiting the permitting and construction
of certain structures intended to drill or explore for, or produce or
transport, oil, gas, or other petroleum products; amending s. 377.803,
F.S.; revising the definition of the term “renewable energy”; creating s.
377.821, F.S.; requiring that all electricity used in this state be gener-
ated by renewable energy by a specified date; requiring statewide net
zero carbon emissions by a specified date; directing the Office of Energy
within the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, in con-
sultation with other state agencies, state colleges and universities,
public utilities, and other private and public entities, to develop a uni-
fied statewide plan to generate the state’s electricity from renewable
energy and reduce the state’s carbon emissions by specified dates; re-
quiring state and public entities to cooperate as requested; providing
plan requirements; requiring the office to submit the plan and updates
to the Governor and Legislature by a specified date and annually
thereafter; creating s. 377.8225, F.S.; creating the Renewable Energy
Workforce Development Advisory Committee in the Office of Energy
within the department; providing for committee membership and du-
ties; defining the term “environmental justice”; directing the Commis-
sioner of Agriculture to prepare and submit a specified annual report to
the Legislature by a specified date and annually thereafter; providing
an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Environment and Natural Re-
sources; Regulated Industries; and Rules.

By Senator Rodriguez—

SB 722—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Everglades Pro-
tection Area; amending s. 377.24, F.S.; prohibiting the Department of
Environmental Protection from granting permits for the drilling of wells
for oil or gas within the Everglades Protection Area; amending s.
377.242, F.S.; prohibiting the department from issuing permits for or
constructing structures intended for the drilling for, or production of,
oil, gas, or other petroleum products within the Everglades Protection
Area; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Environment and Natural Re-
sources; Community Affairs; and Rules.
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By Senators Taddeo and Rodriguez—

SB 724—A bill to be entitled An act relating to education; amending
s. 1002.69, F.S.; requiring the Department of Education to adopt native
language versions of the school readiness screener, the school readiness
assessment, the Florida Voluntary Prekindergarten Assessment, and
the Florida Kindergarten Readiness Screener; requiring certain private
schools to administer such screeners and assessments to certain stu-
dents; providing for the determination of when it is appropriate to ad-
minister native language versions of the screeners and assessments;
amending s. 1003.435, F.S.; requiring that a high school equivalency
examination administered in any language other than English be given
the same weight as a high school equivalency examination administered
in English; amending s. 1008.22, F.S.; revising requirements of the
statewide, standardized assessment program to include native lan-
guage versions of related assessments; requiring certain private schools
to administer native language versions of such assessments to English
language learners and other students for whom it is appropriate; pro-
viding for the determination of when it is appropriate to administer
native language versions of such assessments; requiring the depart-
ment to create a timetable and an action plan for the development and
adoption of native language versions of the assessments; requiring the
state to accept results on the high school equivalency examination from
any language version of the examination; providing for the adminis-
tration of language proficiency assessments; defining terms; requiring
the department to develop or identify content assessments in target
languages; providing for the administration of content assessments in
target languages in certain education programs; requiring the depart-
ment to create a timetable and an action plan for the development and
adoption of native language examinations; requiring the state board to
adopt standards for heritage language courses; requiring the state
board to develop a timeline for phasing in standards for additional
languages; requiring the Commissioner of Education to identify alter-
native assessments and passing scores for a specified purpose; requiring
the State Board of Education to approve by rule passing scores on al-
ternative assessments; requiring the department to provide funding for
instructional materials for heritage language courses, subject to legis-
lative appropriation; reenacting ss. 1002.385(7)(b) and (8)(b),
1002.394(6)(b), (8)(c), and (9)(g), 1002.395(7)(e), (8)(b), and (10)(b), and
1002.40(6)(b), (7)(b), and (9)(f), F.S., relating to the Gardiner Scholar-
ship, the Family Empowerment Scholarship Program, the Florida Tax
Credit Scholarship Program, and the Hope Scholarship Program, re-
spectively, to incorporate the amendments to s. 1008.22, in references
thereto; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Education; and Appropriations.

By Senator Taddeo—

SB 726—A bill to be entitled An act relating to individual education
plan requirements for students with disabilities; amending s.
1003.5716, F.S.; revising the timeline for the development and im-
plementation of an individual education plan (IEP) for a student with
disabilities to transition to postsecondary education and career oppor-
tunities; revising the requirements for an IEP for the transitions to a
postsecondary education or career opportunities; requiring the parents
of students with disabilities to provide a written notice relating to the
deferment of a standard high school diploma by a specified date; con-
forming provisions to changes made by the act; requiring the Depart-
ment of Education to conduct a review of specified services and pro-
grams; requiring the department to establish and publish on its website
uniform best practices for such services and programs by a specified
date; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Education; and Appropriations.

By Senator Broxson—

SB 728—A bill to be entitled An act relating to credit for reinsurance;
amending s. 624.610, F.S.; making a technical change; transferring
specified authority and duties relating to credit for reinsurance from the
Commissioner of Insurance to the Office of Insurance Regulation; re-
vising the attorney designation requirement in reinsurance agreements
with certain assuming insurers under certain circumstances; adding

conditions under which a ceding insurer must be allowed credit for re-
insurance; defining the terms “reciprocal jurisdiction” and “covered
agreement”; specifying requirements for assuming insurers and re-
insurance agreements; requiring the office to publish a list of reciprocal
jurisdictions on its website; authorizing the office to remove reciprocal
jurisdictions under a specified circumstance; specifying documentation
requirements; authorizing a ceding insurer or its representative that is
subject to rehabilitation, liquidation, or conservation to seek a certain
court order; providing construction; specifying a limitation on credit
taken by a ceding insurer; requiring the office to publish on its website a
list of certain assuming insurers; authorizing the office to revoke or
suspend an assuming insurer’s eligibility under certain circumstances;
prohibiting credit for reinsurance under certain circumstances; pro-
viding exceptions; making technical changes; conforming provisions to
changes made by the act; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Banking and Insurance; Ju-
diciary; and Rules.

By Senator Bracy—

SB 730—A bill to be entitled An act relating to strangulation by a law
enforcement officer; creating s. 784.042, F.S.; providing criminal pen-
alties for law enforcement officers who while on duty commit the offense
of strangulation by a law enforcement officer; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Judiciary; and
Rules.

By Senator Bracy—

SB 732—A bill to be entitled An act relating to body camera record-
ings by law enforcement officers; amending s. 119.071, F.S.; defining the
term “critical incident”; requiring a law enforcement agency to disclose
a body camera recording, or a portion thereof, which depicts a critical
incident as soon as the recording ceases to be active criminal in-
telligence information or active criminal investigative information; in-
creasing the minimum amount of time for which law enforcement
agencies must retain body camera recordings; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Judiciary; and
Rules.

By Senator Gruters—

SB 734—A bill to be entitled An act relating to a sales tax holiday for
disaster preparedness supplies; providing exemptions from the sales
and use tax for specified disaster preparedness supplies during a
specified timeframe; providing applicability for certain exemptions;
defining the term “impact-resistant”; requiring purchasers of certain
items to furnish a specified affidavit and information to the selling
dealer; providing a criminal penalty for furnishing a false affidavit with
certain intent; specifying locations where the exemptions do not apply;
authorizing the Department of Revenue to adopt emergency rules;
providing an appropriation; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Commerce and Tourism; Fi-
nance and Tax; and Appropriations.

SB 736—Withdrawn prior to introduction.

By Senator Baxley—

SB 738—A bill to be entitled An act relating to bicycle operation
regulations; amending s. 316.2065, F.S.; providing an exception to the
requirement that a person operating a bicycle ride upon or astride a seat
attached thereto; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Transportation; Community
Affairs; and Rules.
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By Senator Bracy—

SB 740—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the administration of
justice; amending s. 40.24, F.S.; revising the rate of compensation for
jurors; requiring clerks of the circuit court to provide quarterly esti-
mates regarding juror compensation costs to the Justice Administrative
Commission; requiring the commission to submit a request for payment
to the Chief Financial Officer upon receipt and endorsement of the
clerks’ estimates; amending s. 900.05, F.S.; requiring each law en-
forcement agency to collect and report specified information to the De-
partment of Law Enforcement on a monthly basis; creating s. 900.06,
F.S.; requiring law enforcement agencies that employ law enforcement
officers being investigated for use of force by a citizen review board to
include a member of the citizen review board as part of the law en-
forcement agency’s investigative team; creating s. 900.061, F.S.; pro-
viding legislative findings and intent; requiring the county commission
or other governing body of each county to establish by a specified date a
citizen review board with the authority and ability to independently
investigate law enforcement agencies within that county; providing
requirements for citizen review boards; creating s. 900.07, F.S.; re-
quiring the state attorney of a judicial circuit in which a law enforce-
ment officer use of force death occurs to request that a state attorney
from another judicial circuit review the case and make a certain written
and detailed recommendation; requiring a state attorney who receives
such a request to provide a specified notice to the requesting state at-
torney within a certain timeframe; amending s. 913.08, F.S.; prohibiting
the use of peremptory challenges to strike prospective jurors in criminal
jury trials that commence on or after a specified date; repealing Rule
3.350, Florida Rules of Criminal Procedure, relating to peremptory
challenges, to conform to changes made by the act; requesting the
Florida Supreme Court to amend Rule 1.431(d), Florida Rules of Civil
Procedure, to prohibit the use of peremptory challenges in jury selection
for civil jury trials; creating s. 943.1714, F.S.; requiring the Criminal
Justice Standards and Training Commission to establish and maintain
standards for instruction of officers in the subjects of implicit bias and
deescalation of conflict to minimize violence; requiring every basic skills
course required for officers to obtain initial certification to include such
training; amending s. 943.1718, F.S.; providing legislative intent; de-
fining the term “vehicle dash camera”; requiring every law enforcement
agency to mandate that its law enforcement officers wear body cameras
and use vehicle dash cameras; requiring law enforcement agencies to
establish specified policies and procedures; deleting a provision relating
to applicability; providing a declaration of important state interest;
creating s. 943.6872, F.S.; defining terms; requiring that each law en-
forcement agency have a written policy regarding the investigation of
officer-involved deaths; providing requirements for such policies; au-
thorizing internal investigations under certain circumstances; author-
izing compensation for certain investigations to be determined in a
manner consistent with mutual aid agreements; requiring certain in-
vestigators to provide a complete report to the appropriate state attor-
ney; requiring such investigators to publicly release the completed re-
port, redacted as required by law, if the state attorney determines that
there is no basis to prosecute the law enforcement officer involved;
creating s. 943.6875, F.S.; providing legislative findings and intent;
requiring every law enforcement agency to create an early intervention
system to track and identify potentially damaging patterns of behavior
by law enforcement officers; providing risk indicators; providing effec-
tive dates.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Criminal Justice; and
Appropriations.

By Senator Perry—

SB 742—A bill to be entitled An act relating to insurance; amending
s. 215.555, F.S.; redefining the term “covered policy” under the Florida
Hurricane Catastrophe Fund in relation to certain collateral protection
insurance policies; amending s. 624.423, F.S.; specifying when service of
process is valid and binding upon insurers; amending s. 626.856, F.S.;
revising the definition of the term “company employee adjuster”;
amending s. 626.9202, F.S.; revising the definition of the term “loss run
statement”; specifying the entities that must receive requests for loss
run statements; specifying that insurers must provide loss run state-
ments under certain circumstances; revising the required claims history
in loss run statements; providing applicability; limiting loss run state-
ment requests with respect to group health insurance policies to group
policyholders; amending s. 627.062, F.S.; authorizing a rate filing for

homeowners’ insurance to use a specified modeling indication; amend-
ing s. 627.0629, F.S.; authorizing, rather than requiring, rate filings for
certain residential property insurance to include certain rate factors;
authorizing insurers to file certain insurance rating plans based on
certain windstorm mitigation construction standards; authorizing in-
surers to require policyholders to provide evidence of compliance with
mitigation standards under certain conditions; amending s. 627.072,
F.S.; providing a ratemaking factor for workers’ compensation and
employer’s liability insurance; amending s. 627.351, F.S.; revising con-
ditions for determining the ineligibility of condominiums for wind-only
coverage; amending s. 627.444, F.S.; revising the definition of the term
“loss run statement”; specifying the entities that must receive requests
for loss run statements; specifying that insurers must provide loss run
statements under certain circumstances; revising the required claims
history in loss run statements; providing applicability; limiting loss run
statement requests with respect to group health insurance policies to
group policyholders; repealing s. 627.6647, F.S., relating to the release
of information required for bid to group health insurance policyholders;
amending s. 627.7011, F.S.; revising conditions for inclusion of costs for
law and ordinance coverage in loss adjustments under certain home-
owners’ policies; revising the timeframes of repairs of dwellings and
replacement of personal property for which the insurer must pay when
property is insured on the basis of replacement costs; amending s.
627.715, F.S.; providing an exemption from a diligent effort require-
ment for agents exporting contracts or endorsements providing flood
coverage; amending s. 627.7152, F.S.; revising the definition of the term
“assignment agreement”; specifying the addresses to which a notice of
intent must be served; amending ss. 634.171, 634.317, and 634.419,
F.S.; authorizing licensed personal lines or general lines agents to so-
licit, negotiate, advertise, or sell motor vehicle service agreements,
home warranty contracts, and service warranties, respectively, without
a sales representative license; reenacting s. 627.7153(1) and (2)(d), F.S.,
relating to policies restricting assignment of post-loss benefits under a
property insurance policy, to incorporate the amendment made by the
act to s. 627.7152, F.S., in references thereto; providing effective dates.

—was referred to the Committees on Banking and Insurance; Ju-
diciary; and Appropriations.

By Senators Rodriguez, Rodrigues, and Baxley—

SB 744—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the protection of a
pain-capable unborn child from abortion; amending s. 390.011, F.S.;
revising the definition of the terms “gestation” and “trimester”; creating
s. 390.301, F.S.; providing a short title; defining terms; providing leg-
islative findings; prohibiting the attempted or actual performance or
induction of an abortion in certain circumstances; providing a para-
meter for determining the applicability of the prohibition; requiring
physicians to make a specified determination before performing or in-
ducing or attempting to perform or induce abortions; requiring physi-
cians performing or inducing abortions to determine the probable ge-
stational age of the unborn child; providing an exception; requiring
physicians to use an abortion method that provides the best opportunity
for the unborn child to survive the abortion in specified circumstances;
beginning on a specified date, requiring certain physicians to report
specified information, including specified data, to the Department of
Health; prohibiting such reports from including information that would
identify the women whose pregnancies were terminated; requiring such
reports to include unique medical record identification numbers; be-
ginning on a specified date, requiring the department to publish a
summary of data from the physician reports on an annual basis; pro-
viding requirements for such summary; requiring the department to
safeguard the information included in such summary; providing pen-
alties for failure to timely submit physician reports; providing for dis-
ciplinary action; requiring the department to adopt rules; providing
criminal penalties and civil and criminal remedies; providing for at-
torney fees; requiring courts to rule on the protection of certain iden-
tifying information in certain civil and criminal proceedings or actions;
requiring that certain actions be brought under a pseudonym; providing
construction and severability; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Policy; Judiciary; and
Appropriations.
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By Senator Rodriguez—

SB 746—A bill to be entitled An act relating to public records;
creating s. 390.302, F.S.; providing an exemption from public records
requirements for physician abortion reports filed with the Department
of Health; providing exceptions; providing retroactive application; pro-
viding for future legislative review and repeal of the exemption under
the Open Government Sunset Review Act; providing a statement of
public necessity; providing a contingent effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Policy; Judiciary; and
Appropriations.

By Senator Brandes—

SB 748—A bill to be entitled An act relating to courts; amending s.
25.221, F.S.; deleting the requirement that the Clerk of the Supreme
Court physically keep books, records, and other materials in the clerk’s
office; amending s. 25.301, F.S.; deleting the requirement that Supreme
Court decisions and orders remain in the clerk’s office; amending s.
28.2457, F.S.; requiring clerks of court to develop a plan to procure or
develop by a specified date a statewide technological solution for iden-
tifying mandatory monetary assessments in criminal cases; deleting a
provision requiring the clerks to annually submit a uniform form for
identification and imposition of mandated assessments to the Supreme
Court; amending s. 34.01, F.S.; providing for the periodic inflationary
adjustment of the monetary jurisdictional limit applicable to all actions
at law in county courts filed on or after a specified date, beginning in
2030; deleting obsolete language; amending s. 35.15, F.S.; deleting the
requirement that decisions and orders of district courts of appeal re-
main in the office of the clerk of any such court; amending s. 35.23, F.S.;
requiring the clerk of a district court of appeal to have an office at the
headquarters of the court; deleting a requirement that the clerk keep
records at the headquarters office; amending s. 35.24, F.S.; deleting the
requirement that the clerk of a district court of appeal physically keep
books, records, and other materials in the clerk’s office; amending s.
40.23, F.S.; authorizing any person who has been summoned for jury
service to postpone such service for an additional timeframe in the event
of a declared public health emergency or a state of emergency; speci-
fying requirements for any such request; amending s. 812.014, F.S.;
removing the requirement that fingerprints be taken in open court and
in the judge’s presence upon a judgment of guilt of petit theft; author-
izing the electronic capture of fingerprints; requiring the court officer,
the employee of the court, or the employee of a criminal justice agency
who captures fingerprints to sign a specified certification; amending s.
921.241, F.S.; removing the requirement that fingerprints be taken in
open court and in the judge’s presence upon a judgment of guilt for a
felony; authorizing the electronic capture of fingerprints; requiring the
court officer, the employee of the court, or the employee of a criminal
justice agency who captures fingerprints to sign a specified certification;
conforming a provision to changes made by the act; removing the re-
quirement that a judge obtain a defendant’s social security number at
the time of fingerprinting; amending s. 921.242, F.S.; removing the
requirement that fingerprints be taken in open court and in the judge’s
presence upon a judgment of guilt for an offense under ch. 796, F.S.;
authorizing the electronic capture of fingerprints; requiring the court
officer, the employee of the court, or the employee of a criminal justice
agency who captures fingerprints to sign a specified certification; con-
forming a provision to changes made by the act; providing an effective
date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Appropriations Sub-
committee on Criminal and Civil Justice; and Appropriations.

By Senator Gruters—

SB 750—A bill to be entitled An act relating to impact fees; amending
s. 163.31801, F.S.; defining the terms “infrastructure” and “public fa-
cilities”; specifying instances when a local government or special district
may collect an impact fee; requiring local governments and special
districts to credit against the collection of impact fees any contribution
related to public facilities; providing annual limitations on impact fee
rate increases; requiring school districts to report specified items re-
garding impact fees; requiring specified entities to file an affidavit at-
testing that impact fees were appropriately collected and expended;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Community Affairs; Finance
and Tax; and Appropriations.

By Senator Gruters—

SB 752—A bill to be entitled An act relating to public defender duties;
amending s. 27.51, F.S.; specifying additional circumstances under
which a public defender may not be appointed to represent a defendant;
providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Criminal Justice; and
Rules.

By Senator Diaz—

SB 754—A bill to be entitled An act relating to electronic transactions
for title certificates and registrations; amending s. 319.40, F.S.; au-
thorizing tax collectors to accept applications for motor vehicle certifi-
cates of title by electronic or telephonic means and to collect electronic
mail addresses for use as a method of notification; authorizing tax col-
lectors to contract with vendors to provide electronic and telephonic
transactions; providing that an electronic signature that meets certain
requirements satisfies any signature required for an application for a
certificate of title; providing an exception; amending s. 320.03, F.S.;
specifying tax collection systems for which certain fees may be used for
integration with the Florida Real Time Vehicle Information System;
requiring the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles to
provide tax collectors and their approved vendors with certain data
access and interface functionality; specifying authorized uses for such
data and functionality; defining the term “approved vendor”; requiring
the department to ensure that approved vendors protect customer
privacy and data collection; amending s. 328.30, F.S.; authorizing tax
collectors to accept applications for vessel certificates of title by elec-
tronic or telephonic means and to collect electronic mail addresses for
use as a method of providing renewal notices; authorizing tax collectors
to contract with vendors to provide electronic and telephonic transac-
tions; providing that an electronic signature that meets certain re-
quirements satisfies any signature required for an application for a
certificate of title; amending s. 328.73, F.S.; authorizing certain tax
collection systems for in-person and online transactions; requiring the
department to provide tax collectors and their approved vendors with
certain data access and interface functionality; specifying authorized
uses for such data and functionality; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Transportation; Appropriations
Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism, and Economic Develop-
ment; and Appropriations.

By Senator Baxley—

SB 756—A bill to be entitled An act relating to criminal conflict and
civil regional counsels; amending s. 27.0065, F.S.; specifying the re-
sponsibilities of regional counsels regarding witness coordination;
amending s. 27.341, F.S.; revising legislative intent regarding electronic
filing and receipt of court documents; amending s. 27.511, F.S.; re-
moving the requirement that regional counsel employees be governed
by Justice Administrative Commission classification and salary and
benefits plans; modifying procedures for the Supreme Court Judicial
Nominating Commission to nominate candidates to the Governor for
regional counsel positions; specifying requirements for the manner of
access to court facilities for regional counsels; amending s. 27.53, F.S.;
revising requirements for the classification and pay plan developed by
the regional counsels; amending s. 39.0132, F.S.; authorizing the re-
lease of certain confidential information relating to proceedings invol-
ving children to regional counsels under specified circumstances;
amending s. 92.153, F.S.; providing a limitation on costs for documents
produced in response to a subpoena or records request by a regional
counsel; amending s. 112.19, F.S.; redefining the term “law enforce-
ment, correctional, or correctional probation officer” to include regional
counsel investigators for purposes of eligibility for certain death bene-
fits; amending s. 393.12, F.S.; waiving an education requirement for the
appointment of attorneys from regional counsel offices to represent a
person with a developmental disability; amending s. 394.916, F.S.; re-
quiring a court to appoint a regional counsel or other counsel to re-
present an allegedly sexually violent predator in the event of a conflict;
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amending s. 744.331, F.S.; waiving a certain training requirement for
the appointment of attorneys from regional counsel offices to represent
an alleged incapacitated person; amending s. 790.25, F.S.; providing
exceptions from unauthorized uses of firearms and other weapons for
regional counsel investigators who meet certain criteria; amending s.
943.053, F.S.; specifying that a regional counsel may not be charged a
fee for accessing certain criminal justice information; requiring the
Department of Law Enforcement to provide regional counsels online
access to certain information; amending s. 945.10, F.S.; authorizing the
release of certain records and information to regional counsels;
amending s. 945.48, F.S.; authorizing the appointment of a regional
counsel to represent an inmate subject to involuntary mental health
treatment if certain conditions exist; amending s. 985.045, F.S.; re-
quiring that regional counsels have access to official records of juveniles
whom they represent; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Judiciary; Appropriations Sub-
committee on Criminal and Civil Justice; and Appropriations.

By Senator Diaz—

SB 758—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the fiduciary duty of
care for appointed public officials and executive officers; providing a
directive to the Division of Law Revision to create part IX of ch. 112,
F.S.; creating s. 112.89, F.S.; providing legislative findings and purpose;
defining terms; establishing standards for the fiduciary duty of care for
appointed public officials and executive officers of specified govern-
mental entities; requiring training on board governance beginning on a
specified date; requiring the Department of Business and Professional
Regulation to contract for or approve a training program or publish a
list of approved training providers; specifying requirements for such
training; authorizing training to be provided by in-house counsel for
certain governmental entities; requiring appointed public officials and
executive officers to certify their completion of the annual training;
requiring the department to adopt rules; providing exceptions to the
training requirement; specifying requirements for the appointment of
executive officers and general counsels of governmental entities; spec-
ifying standards for legal counsel; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Governmental Oversight and
Accountability; Community Affairs; and Appropriations.

By Senators Burgess and Baxley—

SB 760—A bill to be entitled An act relating to the Florida High
School Athletic Association (FHSAA); amending s. 1006.20, F.S.; re-
quiring the FHSAA to allow certain schools and home education co-
operatives to maintain full membership in the association or to join by
sport; prohibiting the FHSAA from discouraging such school or co-
operative from simultaneously maintaining membership in another
athletic association; requiring, rather than authorizing, the FHSAA to
allow public schools to join other athletic associations; prohibiting the
FHSAA from taking retributory or discriminatory actions against
member schools that join other athletic associations; prohibiting the
FHSAA from taking certain actions against specified entities that
choose not to participate in the association for any sport; providing an
effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Education; Community Affairs;
and Rules.

By Senator Baxley—

SB 762—A bill to be entitled An act relating to public records;
amending s. 320.025, F.S.; authorizing the issuance of confidential re-
gistration certificates and license plates or decals under a fictitious
name to criminal conflict and civil regional counsel offices to conduct
specified law enforcement activities; expanding a public records ex-
emption to include all records pertaining to a registration application
submitted by any regional counsel office; providing for construction;
providing for future legislative review and repeal; providing a state-
ment of public necessity; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Criminal Justice; Governmental
Oversight and Accountability; and Rules.

By Senator Burgess—

SB 764—A bill to be entitled An act relating to veterans treatment
courts; amending s. 394.47891, F.S.; providing legislative intent; pro-
viding definitions; authorizing certain courts to create and administer
veterans treatment courts for specified purposes; providing standards
for admission into a veterans treatment court program; specifying
program implementation procedures, components, and policies; speci-
fying eligibility requirements for participation in the program; requir-
ing participant agreements and specifying requirements for such
agreements; providing for construction; specifying that the act does not
create a right to participate in the program; deleting provisions relating
to the Military Veterans and Servicemembers Court Program, to con-
form; amending ss. 43.51, 910.035, and 948.06, F.S.; conforming provi-
sions to changes made by the act; amending ss. 948.08 and 948.16, F.S.;
revising eligibility for certain pretrial programs to include certain in-
dividuals eligible to participate in a veterans treatment court; amend-
ing s. 948.21, F.S.; authorizing a court to impose a condition requiring a
probationer or community controllee eligible to participate in a veterans
treatment court to participate in certain treatment programs under
certain circumstances; specifying applicability of the act to participants
in certain court programs in existence as of a specified date; providing
an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Military and Veterans Affairs,
Space, and Domestic Security; Criminal Justice; and Appropriations.

By Senator Rouson—

SB 766—A bill to be entitled An act relating to cardiovascular
emergency protocols and training; creating s. 395.3042, F.S.; requiring
the Department of Health to send a list of certain providers of adult
cardiovascular services to the medical directors of licensed emergency
medical services providers by a specified date each year; requiring the
department to develop a sample heart attack-triage assessment tool;
requiring the department to post the sample assessment tool on its
website and provide a copy of it to all licensed emergency medical ser-
vices providers; requiring such providers to use an assessment tool
substantially similar to the one developed by the department; requiring
the medical director of each licensed emergency medical services pro-
vider to develop and implement certain protocols for heart attack pa-
tients; requiring licensed emergency medical services providers to
comply with certain provisions; amending s. 401.465, F.S.; defining the
term “telecommunicator cardiopulmonary resuscitation training”; re-
quiring certain 911 public safety telecommunicators to receive biennial
telecommunicator cardiopulmonary resuscitation training; requiring
the department to establish a procedure to monitor adherence to the
training requirements; authorizing the department to adjust state
grant or shared revenue funds distributed to certain entities based on
their employees’ adherence or failure to adhere to the training re-
quirements; providing an effective date.

—was referred to the Committees on Health Policy; Community Af-
fairs; and Rules.

By Senator Baxley—

SB 768—A bill to be entitled An act relating to immunizations;
amending s. 381.003, F.S.; requiring certain persons licensed to practice
pharmacy to report specified vaccination data to the Department of
Health’s immunization registry, with exceptions; amending s. 465.189,
F.S.; authorizing certain pharmacists and registered interns to ad-
minister specified immunizations and vaccines to children within a
specified age range under certain circumstances; revising the specified
immunizations or vaccines that such pharmacists and registered in-
terns may administer; requiring authorized pharmacists and registered
interns to obtain a certain medical consent form before administering a
vaccine to a child younger than 18 years of age; specifying requirements
for the consent form; requiring the parent or guardian of such child to
provide a certain opt-out form to the pharmacist or registered intern to
exclude the minor from the department’s immunization registry; re-
quiring the pharmacist or registered intern to submit the opt-out form
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